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_FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Wilson's Creek national Battlefield includes 17^9.91 acres of publicly owned land, all 

in federal ownership except for 22.38 acres of nonfederal road right-of-way, in the 

Ozark region of southwestern Missouri. The national battlefield includes virtually 

the entire scene of action of the Battle of Wilson's Creek.

The battlefield is situated on the east and west sides of the Wilson's Creek valley, 

which "bisects the area from north to south. In general appearance, it is not unlike 

surrounding farm lands. Perhaps 20 to 25 percent is wooded and the remainder is open. 

The topography is generally rolling, but with steep slopes associated with water courses. 

The similarity between the battlefield and surrounding farm lands is due to the fact 

that the battlefield lands operated as small farm units until acquired in public 

ownership in the 1960s. The grassland-woodlot configuration of the battlefield is 

typical of the local small cattle operations.

Because restoration of the vegetative cover at the time of the battle is being considered 

by the Park Service, a synopsis of vegetative conditions is germane. Two range types 

occur within the national battlefield, about 610 acres being classified as Limestone 

Ledge and 756 acres as Chert Hills. Hie Chert Hills type occurs on all exposures of 

rolling ridges and slopes from 9 to 60 percent at elevations from 900 to 1600 feet. 

The highest elevation on the battlefield is 1250 feet, attained at several locations. 

Based on deep stony and cherty silt loam soils, the Chert Hills is a partially wooded 

prairie type, with a climax vegetative composition 60 percent grasses, 30 percent 

woody plants, and 10 percent forbs. Little bluestem dominates the grasses, the major 

overstory species being the oaks, and lespedeza and tickclover being common forbs. 

Overgrazing of this type, as has occurred here, tends to promote the advance of woody 

plants and less palatable grasses and forbs, with a decline in palatable grasses and 

forbs. In severe retrogression, plants like broomsedge, persimmon, and greenbrier 

move toward domination. Lower stages are also marked by dense tree stands with an 

understory of briar and thorny berries. These altered conditions are apparent in the 

Chert Hills areas of the battlefield today.

The Limestone Ledge type occurs on all exposures of slopes from 2 to 50 percent grade 

at the same elevation as the Chert Hills. Soils are shallow, underlain with fractured 

limestone, and with a high limestone content. This is also a partially wooded prairie 

type, although more sparse than the Chert Hills with a climax vegetative composition 

of 70 percent grasses, 20 percent woody plants, and 10 percent forbs. Big bluestem 

and sideoats grama make up ho percent of the grasses and the oaks and eastern red cedar 

dominate the cverstory. Overgrazing generates a reaction similar to that of the Chert 

Hills type except that in the lower stages, cedar tends to dominate with a sparse 

understory of threeawn, forbs, and annuals.

The lower stages of both types have been historically attained at various locations 

on the battlefield. However, overgrazing is not now in evidence, as recovery of the 

open areas through native grass seeding has been effective.
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Known alterations of the structure tire.- as follows:

a) 190l*-13, pantry added enclosing 11 feet of the southwestern portion 

of the back porch.

b) 190k-3k, back door in south rooa sealed off. Four fireplaces were 

removed, one next to the west elevation of the northeast room, one 

against the east elevation of the southwest room, one against the south 

elevation of the mid-room and one against the north elevation of the 

south room.

c) 1935, the northeast room and nid-room were refloored over the old 

boards and a doorway cut through the west elevation of the northeast 

room, north of the fireplace. Boarding creating squares was added to 

the ceiling in the northeast roon.

d) In the 1930s the structure was rewired for electricity.

This structure will be partially restored by the Hational Park Service.
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