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METHODOLOGY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

I'has¢ 1 of the Webb City Cultural Resources Survey focused on a fourteen-block
downtown arca bounded by Galena Street on the north, Webb Avenue on the west, Third Street
on the south, sod Tom Avenue on the cast. The Webb City Preservation Commitied’s
contractial agreement with the Missoun Historic Preservation Program required a survey of
approxitnatelv seventy properties. An initial inspectuon of buildings at least {iftv vears old
within the survey arca revealed considerably fewer than the seventy required properties.
Consegueribyv. the survey was extended to include both sides of the boundary streets: eighty
properties were inventorned within this expanded arca.

[ach of the eighty properties was physically 1aspected and, as anticipated n the approved
Researca Uesign, fell within the histonc contexts of nining, manufacturing and commercial
deveropiient. (A more compicte mstorical framework can be constructed upon conclusion of ait
phases ¢f the Webb City survey, as additional contexts such as transportation will be disclosed. )
Omn-sile vpuation was augimented by research in the Webb City Library, Springticld-Greene
County il ary. Southwest Missourt State University library, Missouri State Archives, and the
Missous: Historic Presenvation Program archives, The final sunvey product consisis of cighty
completed Mssourt Historic Preservation Program inventory forms accompanied by "~ 77
biach and white photos, 2 map identifying cach of the surveyed propertics and all potential
fustorie Jisincts. and an inenm survey report.

1 he following Historical and Architectural Context sectivas will establish the relevance

of minin2. anutacturing and commercial development to the built environment. Within these



comtenis Histane resources could be grouped into four historie districts for consideration as
potentiad ronnnecs 1o the National Register of Historic Places. First, a northern comimercial
distrivi  Two buildings in the distoet, 203, 210, 212 N Main and 101 & 103 W. Daugherty, are
guestioable, possessing loss integrity than others within the district. Otherwise, if all buildings
are aceapied thete would be no non-coniributing properties. Sceond, 2 southern commercial
district suhielh would include four small non-contributing properties and one guestionable one,
Third, a residential district which, with turther survey, might be expanded considerabiv and
couid b detined by Victortan and Craflsman motifs. The church property at [ (5 W, Thed and
the two stnall houses directly north, 215 and 209 S, Webb, would be non-contributing properties.
Frraliv a smail commerctal district containing 27 & 29 5. Main and 235 S. Main, two sunilar
brick rciati buddimgs. Two structures which might be cinaibie indrvidually or could be appended
10 adjacent districts are the Webb City Bank Butiding at [00 N. Main and the Nauonal Mills
bulding ci 10 W, Church. The Cardingf Scale Company Stamping Division building located at
201 L droadway has soine menit, but probably would not be individually eligible and 15 further
from a disttice (See accompanying map for specific boundaties and conitributing properties. )
Fhe icast expensive but most fimited approach to placiing properties on (he National
Regisior of Histonie Places would be to write a single disingt nomination. The best long-range

preseivetion plan, however, weuld be to submit a multipie property document. This would

crtad more work and greatey imbal cost, bai it would provide the background and cosntoni for all
subseguent Natonal Register nominations in Webb City, whether they embrace districls or

single propertics,



HISTORICAL CONTEXT

ik the mythical Greek goddess Athena, who sprang {ull-grown {rom her father’s head,

-
l

so did VWebh Cliy spring nearty full grown from the mine shatts sunk around it from the 187
disconary of Tead untit Webb City's fifth birthday 1880, it mictamorphosized from fanm fand
owned *v John C. Webb 10 a town of nearly 1,600 living within its linmits and 400 ;n 600 more
mmediatety outside. (Livingston, 212)

vyving wathin the nichly endowed Tri-State Mirung District tead belt of Missourt,
Oklahorma and Kansas, the rapid growth of Webb City was not anomalous. Lead had been
mined by erdividuals as cariy as 1852 at what would become tic town ol Minersville (later
Oronoyo) and near Sarcoxie, Jasper County's first settlement. (Atlas, 22, 10} In nearby Newton
County . bawever, southwest Missour) s Tirst commercial lead mining operation was begun in the
carly i 330- by the Granby Mining and Smelting Company, organized by St. Louis investors.
Granby Mg principals included Peter E. Blow and Henry T. Blow, the President and General

I

Manage i VicGregor, 30; Livingston, 163) {A well-connected St Louis business man, Henry 7T,
wouid Lot serven the ULS, Congress and as Minisier to Brazily Despite early elforis, the Civil
Waur intorupied tead mimng operations in southwest Missoart. 1n 1367 mining resumied at

1

Mincess dic shhough on a larger scale due to the interest of the Granby Mining and Simciting
Compay 1 obtained control of cighty acres near the prowar ming sites, icased lots (o
prospectors and purchased ore from them. (McGregor, 30, 31, Livingston, 79)

bn retrospect, 1870 seemed (o mark the begioming of what could be termed a “lead rush™

in southraest Missourt. That year the Granby Company oftered a $5300 bonus to any miner whao,

¥



within & specified tme, mined the preatest amount of ore on its Jand.  Apparently this incentive
proved «fiective: thirty vears later the suceess of the winners was credited with stimudating an
influx o miacrs and investors o the Jophin area. {McGregor, 32) Bemgamin T. Stults, who
moved b the Webb City arca in 1868 and witnessed {irst-hand the raprd change from wilderness
to mning edoct deseribed (L in dispinted lerms, “Now this countiy is Settied up & big fead &
zing mir ey where we used to hunt. Now about half way between Cronoga & Webb City theie
was a Pond of water, high grass & brush. A Spring boild out in the Pond. Oh, that was a lovely
place to hunt The decer was around there any time we went out to hunt them. & out Tarther m
the valicy the Strawberry was So thick one could sit down & pick all they wanted with out
pitting up. bust acres of Strawberries there & all went to oss for want of Some one 0 Pick
themi. s we catled the happy hunting ground--Most a garden of Eaden, but now the warden of
Mincs © sty

tminaily. nmining efforts concentrated on galena, ot tead ore, and the zine blende that
often accoimpamed il was merely thrown aside as waste.  Although 1ts value had becn discovered
by a Genan cenist o 1848 10 was not untid after 1866, when St Louwtsan George tH
Hessiemyer initiated experiments with zine biende found in tatlings at the Potosi lead mines, that
tt begar o be viewed in Missournt as a commodity, A company agent of Hesslomyer's aowly-
orgariized NMussourt Zine Company vistted the Granby suines in 1872 and secured zine silicate
fronn feasd e dumps at mo cost. Upoi fcariing of this, Henry T, Biow reportediy telegraphed
the Grani operation an order (o give away no more. The first zine blende subsequently sold at
(ranby brought $2.00 & ton. (Livingston, 163) Although it was never as protitable as [cad. this

marked the cod of zine as 4 useless lead mining by-product and the beginning of 1ts commercial



expioitition (n Missour.'

Aceoiding to tradition, John C. Webb, a Confederate veteran who had returmed to fis
Jasper County farm after the war, lurned up a chunk of lead ore whiie plowing a com field in
June 1873 Fhe fotlowing year Webb began mining his land and unearthed a one thousand-
pounid snes of fead ore, Webb consulted W. AL Daugherty, scatby Carterviiic™s fiest numing
developer.  Daugherty was apparently optimistic about the deposits on Webb’s land; the two
men formed a partnership to mine 1. Webb, however, soon sold his partnership interest to
Granviiic . Grant” Asheraft, who markeied the first carload of galena from what would
becoime Webb City. Webb would never again be actively involved in minimg. but amassed a
congrderabie fortune from muning leases and rovaltics and the salc of town lots. (Livingston,
21221

Uwas within the context of an arca energtzed by the posstbility of great nuneral wealth
that Joha . Webb filed a town plattn 1875, From there Webb City grew by leaps and bounds.
In 1876 the wwn was incorporated and four additions were platted; in 1877 six more were

plated. i 1550 tiwe town had 1,588 residents within the city imits. By 1890 Webb Cuy had

Lead and zine both found ready markets. The heaviest and soflest of common metals,
fead ressts attack hy air, water and many chemicals, making it usefu! for a variety of
manulactured products. Fust among these was paint; it was also uttlized for lead shot and
bultets, molder. water pipes, blasting caps and with the beginning of automobile mass production,
as a tues addinve and for storage batteries. Although an understanding of the dangers ot lead
have curtaiod it use i many products, zine was and still is used for galvanizing other metals
and as an aiioy in the manulacture of brass,

“Duusherty had, over time, interests in the Centre Creek Mining and Smelting Company,
which Liter feased all of Webb's land for mining; the Cartervitic Mining and Smictung Company,
and the I-ureha Mining and Smelting Company. (Atlas, 22, 39}



Grown i 5,045, population reached 9,201 10 1900, and 11,817 by 1910, (Livingston. 224, 567)
This represcnted an uicrcase of 044% in thirly years.

'Webh City's growih was fueted by lead mining, of course, and a samphing of its 1876
populatien reflected this. Information on twenty-three town peopic indicated that sixieen weie
ivolved i miiing or smeiting, five were carpenters or masons, and only (wo provided
copyeitional community services; on¢ blacksmith and one doctor. The otigins of fown
restdents tevealed not only the diverstty of thetr previous homes, but also the wide-ranging
importance ot a major lead strrke: four relocated from Ohio, three hom [thinos, and two cach
from Indizna. Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Arkansas and Canada. Single individuals carne from
Kentuchy. North Caroltna, Waisconsin, Germany. and England. Oniy one resident was 4 native of
Jasper Couwly (Atdas, 30 Several conciusions can be drawn. First, this strike was noteworthy
enough 10 be news throughout a wide geographic range. Second, a major fead strike was
undetsicad as an cconomic opportunity significant enough to draw people fron other states and
countriws, Third, early town occupations seemed to (all within two speciatized categoncs:
mintig, v atending to the nceds of those who muned. Fourth, the poputation had 4 disunctly

heterog nossts flavor, this was not an area domitated by native Jasper Countians.

he wealth to be had here was relative, rowever. Although in 1893 there were estimated
1o be up to 780 mumes inside the ety mits of Webb City and Carterville and many mere within
asnie s prexdly, ainetecith-century imnng imethads were characterized as crude, miing
tracts as smalt ( (00 1o 200 square feet). and leasing as the common routine. This may have been

partly due 1o [and values: undeveloped properties which seemed promisimg sold for $30 to $100

an acre. prospected but undeveloped fand known 10 have ore brought $100 to $200 per acre:



developad tracts near producing mines went for $250 to $1,000 an acre. One 200 square foot lot
sold for S48 000 plus a tweaty-1wo and one-half percent royally paid to the scller. Lven larger
leases could be quite pricey: one six-year lease of forty acres near Webd City cost $100,000 plus
ten porceni royatties. (MGS, VIE Sand VI vitn, ix j So unless a miner had a supstantiat nest
cpw wpen annal, he hikely owned a tract smatt enough to be meusured insquare fect or he
worked wpon e fand feased by a mining company.

No matter how 1t was distributed, though, wealth did flow from the Webb Citv. The
value o combined lead and zing sales tor the mining district center around Jasper County
amounted 10 53,367,687 in 1890, $7.992, 106 in 1900, and $14,262.204 1n 19106, The (911
reports tor the same arca, which included Joplin, Duenweg, Alba, Oronogo, Reeds. Carthage and
Surconie. aliovaled the biggest share, totaling $3,256.982, to Webb Crty and Carterville.
{Livingston. 449, 450)  As early as 1876 the Cenlre Creek Minig and Smelting Company,
which leased all of John C. Webb's tand, was producing between 6.000 and 7,000 pounds of
lead pei week and 200,000 pounds of zine per week. (Atlas, 22) One lotalone, covenng only
200 s e ieet, prodeced more than 3300, 000 worth of lead and 21 ore. (MGS. VI vii) And
with money w spend and invest camre deveiopment of the town iiseif.

[he decade of the 18508 was one of great chunge for Webb CHly. Population grew from
approstnaicly 1800 to over 5,000, the ety hrmits were extended, the town becanie a third class
rather s fowrth ¢lass city, and cominercial developinent surged anead. (Livingston, 212, 567,
299) A hstof thutyv-nine businesses revealed that a wide range of goods and services catered ©
residents vaned needs and wants, There were three hotels, wen vendors of foodstutts. two

drugsio- ey cight dry goods outlets, a lumber vard. harness maker, and photographer; three



busines:es spectalizing 1n hardware and/or muners” supplies, a foundry, the Webb City Bunk
{1882 und the Lxchange Bank (1889), a restaurant'oyster parlor, transfer company, and for
times when nulhing else would do, an undertaking establishmeni. (Livingston, 297, 293, 306)
Many of these businesses did not survive the two cataciysmic downtown fires of the 1880s, but
thett tory resudted m the 1889 formaton of a volunteer fire department uader the direetion of
Chicf Honny Wonner and Assistant Chief T, €, "Tom™ Havden. 1t is difficult to image the eapid
change witnessed by resudents during this decade. Webb City transtormed wseli trony a rough-
and-tumbie miner’s camp to a town in which the second leap vear ball was held at the Webb
City Opera House. (Livingston, 301,304}

i be extant man made environment {s 4 remuinder of the prosperity that miming brought
and the veenonne development it spurred. Homes such as Joseph Aylor's, WS Clunn's and
Andrew MoeCorkie’s on Webb Avenue attest to prosperity which also subsidized the construction
of downow i conunercial builldings which proudly bore names such as Wanng, Hayden. and
Dermott vt stood as monuments to thar ongins, such as the Zine Ore Building, Street names,
too. aic rennders of the town's origin. Daugherty Street connects Webb Cily with Carterville,
passing thivagh the creck vatley whitch provided so much nuperal weaith to men such as W, AL
Daugheriy and whitch is stiif dotied with mine dumps, and Tom Street carrigs the name of
Witham Toema, whoe operated a tead furnace on Bens Branch between W.C. and Carterville from
876 unnl ws 1880 destruction by fire.” (Livingston, 214) Remaining structures are, (0o

reminders that not all Webb City residents had the opportunity to attend the Opera House ball:

more ordinary houses which began as sunple two-room hall and parlor homes on Webb and 1om

‘Farty Sanborn maps show the street name as “Toms™ rather than the modem “Tom.”
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Avenuos atiest o Lie fact that not everyone in Webb Cily was getting ach,

After the Civil War Jasper County had remained remode from rail service for seyveral

o

years, viin most goods {reighted overiand to Boonville or Linn Creek, ihen boated to St Louts.
After 1569 when the Missouri River, Tort Scott and Guif Ratlway went through casiern Kansas,
the neares: rndhead=-Baxter Springs--was only tweoty mles distant. In 1872 Jasper County's
Biestrar desee the Memiphis, Carthage and Nonfiwestern Railway, passed through Sarconie,
Carthage snd Oronogo mto Kansas. [n 1878 a branch of this hine connected Oronogo wath Jophn
viga Weob iy, and i 1880 the Missouri River, Fonl Scott and Guif Rarlway extended east from
Baxter spungs to Jopiin, Webb City. and Carterville. (About this time the line became known
as the kansas Criy, Fort Scott and Memphis Railway. ) (McGregor, 26-28) In 1889 the first
seetion ot witat would finally become the Kansas Cily and Southern Ratiway was compicted
from Cowsiio River in MeDonald County to Joplin® - (Livingston, 265)

Improved transportation could only have encouraged the progressive changes tn Webh
Cily duaing the 1890s. Population rose erghtv-two percent duning tins pertod, from shightly over
3.000 te 9001 {MeGregor, 31 Mining continued to be increasingly remunerativie, with the
excepinen of a fow-vear pertod beginning in 1893 when an ceononue panic depressed the prices
of lead civd 2inc o & pre-18%0 dovel. By 1897, however, sales had topped the previows high and
resuined upward growth. (Livingston, 336) Visible ¢vidence of ihis was construction of the ong
nuidred oo Newland Hotel on Adlen (Main) Street in 1891, {Livingston, 336)

|- wus also during the 1890s that Webb City transportation entered a new era with the

“Ihe Kansas Clity and Southern, onginally the Splitlog Ratlway, was conceived in 1887
by weaitiy MeDanala County tesident Mathias Split, as an avesue runnimg from the gelf of
Mexuco 1o khansas City.
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construczivn of local electnc ruil ines. In 1889 Spangfieldian A, H. Rogers butlt a muie-
powcrea stivet car Hine from Webb City to Cartervitle. Only four years later this operation
ceased whivn Rogers organized the Southwest Missourt Electric Railway Company and opened o
fine through Joptin, Webb Ciy, Carterville and Prospenty. According to one account, Webb
City s Chants viewed Gis development with a jaundiced eye, fearing tise loss of their business
to Jophte Uhoe Webb City mayor appeased them and boested his town considerably by insering
a clause in the franchise which required all the railway tacilities--car barns, offices, repair shops,
et --to bwe focated in Webb City, (Livingston, 328} [n 1893 another line, the Jasper County
Electric Ranirvad Company., built a hine {from Carthage to Carterville to connect with the
Southwoest Vihssoun Electric. '{he two lines later consolidated under the latter, exiending to
Galend, hausas. This compieted a twenty-eight mile road from Carthage to Galena through
Carterville Webb City and Jophn, with a branch Tine to Prosperity. (McGregor, 29) Fares were
fow and cars ran every half hour, making transportation among the towns of Jasper County a
simple matier. And Hike many carly railroads, the Southwest Missoun Electnic encouraged
pleasure axeussions by marmaining parks at different spots along the line. One of the inost
popular ut ilie turn of ihe century was Lakeside, located on Cenier Creek beiween Cartluye and
Carten e i MeGregor, 29)

he Cectue raitway, Tihe miming, became an influential part of Webb Cuty life. The
Eleciric Rardway Club, formed by members of the ling, began holding annual bangucts 1 1904
In 1914 the rallway company and founder A. H. Rogers buit a club house for the Electrie Club,
a bwiding which still graces Webb city. Conunued expansion resufted 1o a line that, by 1912,

cimploved more than 250, over half of whom lived in Webb City. and operated in excess of

10



sevenl -iniies of line, compnsing one of the nation’s largest inter-urban systeras. {Lavingston,

330,508, Mo, H PP Middic West Hotel Nomination}

DMerhaps the most tangibie evidence of the electrie rail ilne’s importance was the
reoriching Gf downtown toward 1ts route. Inside the survey arca the electne raal fine can cast on
Daughicrts o Atlen, then south on Allen. Around 1902 Ghe strect names were chunped to reflect
the mev focns of the town; what was Allen became Maln and was reaumbered, swhat was Main
became Broadwav. As part of this realignment the commercial building at the northwest corner
of newiv-named Main and Broadway underwent extensive remodeling to become the Middle
West Howei the renovation included shifting the facade from the north to the west, facing the
troftey fine (Mo, H PP Middle West Hotel Nomination) The two drug stores on the
northwe st and northeast comers of Daugherily and Main, Jackson Drug Company (now Bruner
Pharinzey b und the Eleetrie Drug Store {now the Bradbury Bishop deli}, both served as clectne
railt i steps, with the Electric’s name indicating thal purpose. (Dunham’s, n.p.)

Ll tweritieth century seemed to give new impelus to expanding industry and
increasinghy diverse cominercialism. The block of business buildings just south of the Avior
home reach ed compietion 1n the century’s {irst decade, as did commeraal buildings on the 100

|r\\i ~

block o South Main, the 10 biock of South Main, the 100 and 200 biock of North Main, the 160
brack of Pt Churciiand the 108 block of both East and West Broadway and East and Wesl
Daugherny Avound 1920 the Elder Manufactaniag Company constructed a plaat at 110 West
Church 1or the production of men’s shirts. Although the focal economy still depended on

mimng, .« diversity of downtown commercial enterprises accompanied the town's growing and

cash-caci ving cconoiny,



Vit of southwest Missourt’s history 15 a rural one, dependent on subsistence larming
S S T T TP Y R o P , NREY T - v The ctore af W
suppien:ciicd by hunting and vypified by a primarily non-cash cconomy. The iustory of Webb

Fad

City. in comrast, bas a distinctly urban flavor. Because of its rools in a successful commercial
enterprine svinich was ited (0 other areas, St Louts and Potost in particutar, Webb City was

grounded 11 a modern economy marked by entreprencurship, industry, and speciahization of
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ARCHITECTURAL CONTEXNT

INTROBT CTION

Within thrs sunvey, Webb City Architecture falls into two overtapping phases. The first,

A

which bugis sbout 1890, corresponds with the building boom brought about by minung 10 so far

as that boom s strdl reflected in standimg archutecture. This phase 1s characternized by a vanety of
Victorian sivies and fasts into the early Twentieth Century. The second phase begims during the
first decade of the Twentieth Century and continues into the early 19307, It 1s charactenized by
the mon siabic geometnies of the carly Twenticth Century classical styles and continues on to
varous xamples o Deco design in commercial architecture. This second phase is reflected n
the Cratvsimao bungaiow styic in residenttal buitldings. It corresponds with the growth ot
manulucivning i Uie Webh City economy. An additional theme which 1s related to this growth
of manuiaciuring, but whieh will not be developed in this report, is factory architecture. While
several facluies began operation, and soume still operate in the arca surveyed, oniy one did so
a bunidii g desgned 1o be o factory. However, there are a number of factory buildings in Webh
Crty outside ihe arca sunveyed and should additional surveys tuke place factory architeciure
might wei oecome an important theme.

v one bullding intended to be a factory from the first 1y 110 West First Street. 1 began
as a rannent tactory and s stifl used as such. it is a simple low brick building with stepped
gables and mdustrial sash windows. While 1t has been extended to the south, it still retains &

high lev el of exterior mtegnity,



DOWN TOWN CITY SCAPE

Fachard Langstreth developed a systeim of classification for commercial butldings based
upea e cemposition of their principal facades. In tins section Longsireih’s basic concept of the
facade wii! be extended as a means of characterizing the commercial street and distnict,

b B ]

(Lomgsticth i Wells, Pergpectives 1n Verpaeutar Acehiteeiure I3, pp. 12-23)

I he principal tacade of a downtown commercial building functions as part of the wall
which detines the street space, or the sides of the town square space. The importance the
bwdding projects by (ts presence 1s not 1ts (ndivedual volume and existence, but rather that itis a
part of an nnportant commercial street scape. It may carry an emblem of tts interior commercial
identity aut its importance 15 as a composition and an element in the street scape total. Normally,
it tollow s thw sireet’s rules. Those rules inter an often unacknowledged aesthetic unity. Down
towns, mostyv stll surviving in small towas, retain elements of these rules that govern. or ance
governed. 1y commercial strect space.

According to Longstreth, commercial facades may be divided into zones for
classification by composition. They form ene part, two part, two vertical pait types, eic. The
lowest paart is the side wath level, as it defines the space of the sidewaik on the same side of the
strect ard s wmed at the perceptions of the pedestrian. The upper fevets of a buitding become
funchiorn 1l fur people on the oppostte side of the street. The zone which marks the junciure
between loner and upper 15 the location for stgnage and emblem. Usually, 1t 1s here that a
statenier t o made about the intenwor nature, character, 1dentity or function of the building.

(i the tradittonal commercial downtown the commercial value 1s established by trontage

on the punuipal streets or syuare, Conseqguently, the commercial area witl normally be platted

14



so Lt e cormumercial Jots are tong and narrow with the arrow ends {ronting on the pnncrpal
sirects of square. Buildings will ceflect this frontage system. Normaily the principat facade of
the buddimg will compictely fill the width of these long narrow luts and be built right on the
toUsidonath tine atong the principal street. The butlding will extend well back inio the iot, often
L0 1ty v formnus on an attey or secondary street. The result1s o long pamow building if its
width v that of a stizgle 1ot The budding will have one prineipal facade ifitis m the conter of a
block. & princupal and a secondury facade 111115 on a comer. The other extenor walls wiil be
considered snvisible as in fact they are 1f they are party walls. Bul even if they extend above the
adjacent buidings or 1 the adjacent lots are vacant they will be treated as 1f they would not be
SR
' he comimercial bay 1s some simple division of the lot width so that the sidewaik level of
the puneipa facade will be one, two, three cte. bays wide; or the bavs will be divided fur doors
and othwr fenesiration details, While 1t may scem compiex, the standard {ot widths togetiter with
standard butiding elements resuit m a simple mathematical sequence of vertical divisions along
the sttect seape, ieluding nor only buildings but also the spaces between butidings along the
strect. T e verucat rhyuhim 15 one of the ways unity 1s established among all the facades on the
tradiie: ai Jowniown street even though they may represent a wide varicty of construction iimes.
While the ~-dewalk leved fronts of these commercial buildings can be and were ofieit changed, a5
wis ofto o e case tr Webb City, if the basic thythin of the bays s retained somcthing of the
bastc landscape 1s retained as well. When 4 recent building without the same bav or tacade
conventins s ntroduced the unity of the street will be disrupted. Such a disruption 15 more

severe that the stnple loss of a butlding and the resultung vacant space.
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REGIONAL QUALITIES

White the basic forns of the Webb City down town are essentfally ubiquitous in medium
sized dowi wowns from the late 19tk and early Twentieth Centurnies, there are a few features
which wo regional in character. Two of these relaling to matenials are common enough to be
worthy of notice and may be saluable in further architectural vescarch i the arca.

Several of the buildings surveved had iton columns on their street front facades which
had the aame TOPLIN MACHINE WORKS, a Jopim foundry, cast into their base. Further
research would be needed tu discover how large this foundry was and how vaned were its
product- and how wide spread was thewr use. The examples found suggest that a good deal of the
structural won used 10 Webb City came from that source.

Utier elements of structural ron were also distinctive, 1f not regronally unigue. {or
mnsiance i busichings eximbited the ase of structural 1-beams for support over the front
window arca 1 the strect zone which were fixed in place by a sequence of rosetie beam anchors.
The butidiugs surveyed were: 113-117 Daugherty; 10 %, 20-12, 23, 27-19_ 105 114 and 201
Souzii Maie. Anather five buildings exinbited the use of iron star shaped masomry wall anchors
i their - sde wails. (The butldimgs surveved were; 110-12 North Tom; 25, 27-19, 114, and 20§ -
205 Sewh Man,

Meuabiy, mosi distinctive was the common use of light grey Himestone on the facades of

rmany bk

ngs witkch were otherwise of brick masanry. This sort of fine grained, high quality
butlding stone 15 regronally known as Carthage stone. In the region the term Carthage stone 1s
apphied 1o anv tine grained grey limestone which may or may not come {rom Carthage ot

mstance . some stone came {rom the Phoenix quarries 10 northern Greene County. Because Webb
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City In 1 neighboring town Lo Carthage Missourt undoubtedly the stone used Is actually from
Carthay .
[ Pk o Y . ™. PR U RN SO ol R [ [ TR R,
i is a stone which is rock-cut or of a rustic biock form and serves as a extural and color
glement en Victorian, particularty Victotian Romanesgue, facades as, for mstance, on 32-34 5.
boA 1 - [T I ' ] Tl b e O
Main, Tiswover, it comes nito s own on butldmgs with a more classical character. Fous

N
L

hutldin,s ave entire fucades cavered with this stope: 9 South Webh, 203 Fast Daugherty and
10 ana 109 Sauth Main,

I'here seems to have been a shift in the textural use of Carthage stone. In caiher
buildinus 1t was used with a strongly textured surface for both Victorian burldings as well as
early classicizing ones. An example would be 9 South Webb, In later buildings this stone 1s
given d sitiooth surtace as scen on 109 South Main.

Winle Carthage stone 15 used for entire facades it s riuch more commonty used for
mdivideai civinents, and here again there (s a transition from rustie surfaces (0 smooth ones. 1t s
used all ov oy down town Webb City for capitais, window sills, plagues and other nasomy
detatls. “or mstance, i the surveyed area it is used for flat arched window openings witi
promenac iz sevstones seven tumes: 102, 110, 122 and 126 North Webb and 14 and 103 South

Main, Carthage stone detauls create a unmfymg factor in Webb City architecture.

ELECTRI{ RATLROAD
As discussed i the lustonical context above, an inter-urban electric railroad was
construcied in the 1890's connecting Webb City with other regwonal towns. The route of thiy rai

way through Webb Cily resulted in part of 1ts down town reonienting to the railroad. The rail hine

17



approachicd the downtown area [rom the west alung west Daugherty and turmned south on Allen
Strect, witci was than renamed Main Street. The atersection of Daugherty and Main came to
be the tio-d peontinent one 1 dowit towsn Webb City.  Furthermore, he butlding on the
souihw.at comner of this interscetion within the arc of the turn of the raitlroad became the focus
of the micsection.

Fhesustoric buiddings on ali four of the comers of this intersection remar as do the
butldins swhich were adjacent o them. These form the core of what 1s recomimended as one of
two ma.or histone convnercral districts for Webb City.

i he building 114-1 16 North Main was built to respoad to this circumstance. This
burldin.: 1+ an ¢laborate mixture of styvlistic clements although it Iikely would be categonzed as
"Comimzrcial Style.” Above a stone and glass street zone wilh classical clements and a strong
architrave are two more elaboralely patwerned brick stories which arc not classical in character.
Above these two stories is a fricze with what appear to be terra-cotla alternating trighyvplis and
roundets. Wilat 1s most teresting, however, s that the locws of the butidiag 1s not 1ts north or
cast facade botlr of wich face cach on a mgjor street. The focus is the corner tself which is
round and ~of off from the rest of the two facades. This building may well eeflect the
Compe i Shle as doveloped in Chicago near the end of the Nincteenth Century and the
cornwl 1 Do u reflectton of thie round corner of the Carson Pine Scoit buitding, Chitcagzo 1899
ty Louls Sallivan, where agaia the corncr and the corner citlrance riceded ciphasis.

LATE VICYORIAN STYLES

e of Lthe ways (o establish the vanous styles of a typical American town is to look up to



the coirace parapet area al the tp of the principal facade ol buldings. The three nporiant types
10 be tound o Webb Ciiy are pressed mctal cornices (usuatiy covering tiwe parapet), the masanry
cornive jurapet, and thie Masonry parapet with o pressed metal strip cornice.

T Downtown area of Webb City i relatively few pressed melad cornices and upper
facades widd those fon are mostly 1 one arge. Examples with pressed metal upper fucudes
cde HE - Weat Daughonty and 201 North Main, These are on the north cast und the north
west corner ot the intersection where the inter urban 1ailroad twrned from west Dauyhetly 1o g0
south on Mam. Immediately to the noth on Main s the block which ieludes numbers 203-207
which rolans a pressed inctal cornice and very elaborate pressed metal window pediments on
the second tioor, Just across east Daugherty (0 the south of 201 North Main 1s 111-115 which
has a matal cormice and carved stone arched window hntels.

Cithee bunidings topped by metal cormees are the Parker Building 106 North Mam and
10U Sowdr Main. However, the cornice on 100 South Main has been recently allered or extended
upward: i.heiv. e ongimal would have been a denticuiated metal stnp cormiee topped by a

brick pavaper The iitegiity of the Parker butiding has been comproinised by nwajon changcs (o
the stice: wind signage zones, There are severai ofher such metal strip cormices topped b
masonny petapets and they mark somewhat fater building iy pes.

e addition fo thie elaborate metad cormeey menbiened sbove, 1 number of buldings have
claborabs aenny cormicesparapets as well. While the claborate metal corniees mark buildings
which supvest the late Nineteenth Centurv Victorian period the elaborale masonry

cormce: sarapets wark both late Victonan forms and the transition to early Twenteeth Century

Classicrmn



Cood exampies of the earhier stylistic suggestion can be found on the Zime Ore Bulding,

Ty

Lan and the Dermott Butlding, 32-34 South Main, The overail concepton of these lwo

S Soud
buildings = w0 similar as to suggest they were the destgns of the same archiiect ot buiider. Both
have st buidding name relicts in ihie center of the parapet. Boih have stone caps on the
parapei adusicrs, fieayy rusticated stong tntets urthe upper zone and rusticaicd stone prers oi
the fower one Both acknonledoe that they are adjacent 1o atleys by camying the pringiphe facade
lreatmernt aiound the corner unto the visible side facade and contmuimg along the side lacade
with neariv dentical corbeled cornices. Both also use round arches on the Tacade. Tovether these
clement. tepresent expresstons of the Victonan or Richardson Romanesque Styles. The Zine Ure
building ha~ a hugh level of exterior integrity and could likelv be nominated either separatelv or
as a pati of a distnet. The integnty of the Denmott Building 18 marred by major changes on the
street and sivnage levels, with masonry used to I between ihe pillars aiong the street alihough
the stoin priiais are st visibie. While it nught be considered & contributing building in a district
because of die mtegnty of 1ts upper zones, i 15 1solated from possible districts and the lack of
SUECt fes o ntoghity would appear to keep it (Toin besiy eligibie as anndividual property.
Anoiit group of buildings with elaboraie masonry cornjeetparapets 1s tiat contiguous
grouyr 25225 South Main. These buildings were cleardy constructed o form a umificd group

I A

aithouzh ey Licarly were constructed 1n two phiases. The upper Facades of alt three dre entively

i brick oveept for three stone plagues and stane window sills, They are winited by a comsatent

parapet cortnee which is divided by balusters which have been corbeled out and by the name
plaques. 1 he street and sipirage 2ones are consstent «s are the seginented arched sceond story

windows Whiie some changes have been made 1o the street fevel fronts (he entire ensembic

20



relains cnough mlegrity W consitute a smail distnet.

CLASSICIZING STYLES

e cacvond meger stylistie themens o classicizing one which imparts an addiional unity

ta the connoranal districts even though the stylisms suggested tun the garut front Aty
throueh Renaissance and BBarogque, and the buildings, although tvpreally stvlisticatly mixed.
range trom the turn of the century classical revival sivies to Classic Deco.

Une of the detail elements which runs through a number of these buildings and which
unites e various periods 1s the use of prefabricated metal strip cornices of vanous degrecs of
elaboration below a brick parapet. These cornices [unction to estabitsh a strong honzontal
moveniunt i conpunction with the regular rhythin of a denuculated efement, sometimes alone,
soMmelinies fogether with modthions, [n some cases the denticulated rhythim 18 (he result o 4
corbeiad Brick stnip supporting ihe metal cornice: m others 1t 15 part of the pressed meial, These
corfies HJpes naige from the elaboraie as we see on 1022104 and 106-108 North Webb with
brick denniy and mictal brackets to the relatively simpic as we see on 214-216 North Webb
wihere o onpe pressed metal molding has a thin band of tiny dentils.

S group of bulidings, alt bikely dating from the first years of this century, exhilat carly

F L= ~ Mirwes qie o N e I 19T D R U ST NN
al theine, These are groupaed arouind the of-set mitcrsection of Church

RS
and Webib and include the fine Llks Lodge Building which has facades developed on both North
Webb (20 und 2043 and on Church (2071 In this building the Classic theme is established by

the brich denticulated metal cormice which tres together both facades. However, each fucade and

the corirer ase inatked by metal brackeis. On the third {loor the paneled brick walls have



windovs wiiteh are ted Logether by sills formed by a stone string cormce that 1s unbrokets except
at the corsdin 1 Hese windows have stone flat arched tops with prominent keystoncs. The first
and scoond foor windows have separale stone siils and hintels. The streey zone dispiay wrcas dre
st off By tusticated stone picts crealing a resirained play of textures on these facades between

1 T
t

brick ar Jd both smooth and rustic stone elements, This butiding hus high extenor miegnty. The
basic e aod forms of the tedge building wie carried mto the two story building adjacent to the
north. carrentiv the chamber ot commerce building. The stieer level of the chamber burkding (s
marred o some depree by changes, aithough oo, they may be inore than 50 years old. The
buildniy wouid sull cootnbute to a district, however.

e tiurd butlding m this group was originally another lodge hall. [t 15 located across
Webb ! woulh) in the offset so that West Church s on axis with 11s facade. The principal tacade
ty ehtireis stone, Tt has a strong Kenaissance character with a cut stone cornice and the use of
sinooiin and rusticated stone. The two stories of the wall above the street zong are tied together
by three widow badvs topped by round arches,

One fuirdied North Mam wouid conforn 1o the "termie from” type i 1enus of
Longsinah'- classifications, and, tvpicat of this type, i 15 a pank buidmyg. The clazsical motif of
base, pirasiors, architrave and cormice has been carried along ihe secondary facade as well, The
Classri oo of this utlding has been sumptified enough 10 be termied Classic Deco. While,
wiforturaticiy, the pnoapal fucade has been largely covered with mcetal, almost cortaiidy the
ornmnal cacade s preserved underneath.

{nther buddimgs setain something of the natuie and detail of classicism. In additon.

others cianibule W the basic honzontal geometry and rational rhythim of classicism although

b
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they woald Bikely be lemmed simply commercial or possibly commercial Deco. For instanee, the
denticuluted cormices, repeated cormices below and at the top of the strect cone and doubied
wirkiow - uf 2 14-16 Nocih Main and 109 Norih Main give these buiidings a classical flavor
which ¢ remdureed by the proportions of cornice to parapet on 109 and the brick guoins on 2 14-

1
'

216 alib vezh pedibicr buiddieg would Iikely be called elassical. At 110 West Broadwiy, the cheai

stom: b ad cormces together with the gquoins and flat urch and keystone suznests claisicdl
thinkiine winie elements ot simgoth stone with 1t's sharply cut geotnetry agamst briek intill and
the simpie sviumettreal overall form suggest Deco. The absolutely tight appeanng tacade planc
with the repeated metal corneces and doubiing of thythm at the second {loor of 203 Last
Daugity aan sugpest classical style and, vet again. the Deco Stvle 1s suggested by the stone

pattern vl vide-narow-wide coursing and the flat arches with large keystones alf ol which only

slones

RESIDENCES

I apunding the sunvey area o include the west side of Webb Street and the east side of
Tom Siroct reultied inthe possibility of a residenhal district as well as some expansion of the
cominicrd districls o the norh

Kceinaderntion of e ceanomic history of Webb City for the late Nincteenth and carly
Twentieth L entury would suggest that a survey would find two general classifications o1

housine. tiwe up-scale residences of the owners and merchants and the sialler residences ol the

miners aind workers. While thts suevey was prunanly of the commerctal arca of downtown Webb
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City, il crd imvalve enough of residential arcas 1o find residences [tom both classilications,
PBrosdly speaking, in tiw southem pait of the arca sunveyed Main Street 1s the division
betweer the fwo classiiications while the suney just louched 2 mixed group of houses st its

rorth ed e

Saradl ¥ crpacalar Houses

- he houses one would expect to associate with the nuners and workers of Webb Cily. in
50 tar as these were touched by the survey, were all located along both sides of South L'om
Street. hese houses all conformed to typical vernacular types mostiv from the pen-pfus tradition
{sigic pen. double pen, cte. ). Almost all had additions and none exhubited the mtegnty w

warran( -ndividual or disteict nomination. These are covered on the survey lorms,

Possible Ressdential Dhastrict

The sauth patt of the darca swrveyed o the west of Matn Sureet touches @ resdential arca
which cuiciads well beyond the surveyed arca 1o the south and west. There are a targe enough
AUEMDCT 5! Tesidenees 1 s area 1o justdy the nominaion of a residential historie distnct.

Bocadse (0 suvey covered oniy a part of tius area, 1118 very lkely ihat this distriet could be

exfendec boyord wiat is proposed

I'ronm the part of the area included in the surveyv, there are (wo distinet architectural
thewes. a vctorian one and a Craftsman/Bungalow one. 'L he Victonan thenie 15 represented by
tive large Cueen Ann houses, onc possible [talianate toursquare and two vernacular Victonan

cottages ali ulong South Webb Street. The CraftsmanBunpalow theme is represented by a

24



matched s of tiree bungalows wgether along the north side of West Tiued Strect and two
bungdio. = o4 i cast side of South Webb.

Jhe ueen Ann houses (222, 216, 210, 204 and 106 S, Webb) udi exhibit a high cnough
tevel of mcgriy o be contubutling propertics in a district, Although most exhibii porch
modiicaions, all these modifications appear to be of greater than 50 years t age. Two of rese
porch msdificrtions (216 and 204) mvohve the use of grey Iimestone (Carthage Stonc) witch
isedt s smomportant sub-thenwe 1in Webb City,

1 he possible Itahianate bouse (28 Souath Webb) has also been modilicd by the addition of
a vrev hnnesone full porch and chimney. [t s also possible that the ool sttucture 15 not vngnal,
It this fiouse were to be considered non-contributing, 1L would not substantially impact the
poleniia. dr-unel

stk e Victonan cottages lack the integrity to be contrbuting properties.

T tiree bungalow set includes 1O 103 and 105 West Third Street. They are ciose 1o
1dentica. aind were certanly butlt together. They show high exterior integnity except fot some
replacis o paerch posts. Two otier bunigaiows are fatdy connnon Lypes bul huve enough
infeRrhy woovontnbuie o a detnet. Of thie two, 201 South Webb 5 alimost anmaodified while 207

Sowtit Webh hus recent tron porch posts and other minor changes.

OTHLER RESDENCES
In addifion w the houses 1in the pussible residential disttiet two others should be
considered. Because of proximity they should be included 1n the northern commercial district.

e of these, 128 North Webb, 1s a large brick Queean Ann Mansion. This s certanly the

25



most ihposings house in the areas 10 also finely detatted, particuiarly i the roof arca. Winle
porcin ol thwe current size are shown ot the house on the 1891 Sanborit map whcn the house
itself fist appears. Currently, theose porches have recent windows and also sione walls and
piliars svhich cerlaialy are not orginal aithough they are more than 34 years old.

T sther residenee is 2 rambling one stery Qucen Ann Cotlage at 208 North Webb.

1

White Do thene are Some Chanacs 10 porches the overalt detaiiing aind integrity wareant that it

be tnctuded i the nocthern distet,
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SITES LISTING
Webb el awvest side

C222 5 Webb, C M. Manker homie, 1890 ca. (residential)
216 3 Webh, 1890 ¢a (restdential)

C210 5 Webh, 1890 ca. (residential)

204 % Webb, WS, Chinn home, 18940 ca. (residenttal)

106 5 Webh, Andrew McCorkle home, 1899 (rosidential)

6. 28 N Webb, 1890 ca. (residential )y

102 ST N Webb, old post office, 1910 ca.

8. 106 & 1oa N. Webb, Chamber of Commerce, 1910 ¢a.

116 Webb 1910 (commercind)

1. fin N Webb, 1910 ca. (comnereial )

11122 & 121N Webh, W H. Ryus building, 1909 ca. {commercial)
12126 N Webb, W. G. Waring building, 1909 {commercial)
12 128 N Webh toseph W Aylor home, 1888 ca. (residential)
[4. 208 N Webb, 1890 ca. (residential}

15 313 N Webb, 1890 ca. (residential)

L R e e R

|

Rt

Webb Sueetl cast side

10, 21> 5 Webh. 1905 ca (residential )

17,208 8 Wehb, 1903 ca. (residential)

FS. 267 5 Webh, 1920 ca. (residential)

1S 200 S Webh, 1930 ca (residential)

2009 5 Wobb, AN & AM building, 1907

T1O21S N Webb, 1TRY0 ca (residential)

22501 N Webb, First Pentecostal Church of God, 1933 ¢a
23 309N Webb, 1890 ca. (restdential)

240315 N Webb, 1890 ca. (residential)

Main S west side

250 & 20 e S Mam, 1935 ¢a. (resideniial)
16, 1id S Man, Main Street General Store/Elder Mtg Co.. 1904 ca.

=~

CH60S Maim, Huey's Army Sarplos, 1910 ca.

32 00 & 545, Main, Dermott butlding, 1900 (commercial )
235 Nidn, movie theaterNewland Hatel, 1861

20 & TS Main, Eppnight Sheet Metal/Newland Hotel, 1591
IR \‘ atn, 1907 ca {cemmcercial)

125 M, Minerva Candy Co., 1913

100w AEan Fddie’s Spaghettr, 1911 ca

Lon i o
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e s

C88 Mam. Zine Ore Butldimg, 1903 ca. (commercal)
4 & 65 Mam, The Front Page, 1920 ca. {commercial}
y. L0 N Main, Webb Crty Bank, 1920 ca.

106 N M, Parker building, 1889 (commerctal)

108 N Main, Roderique Insurance, 1890 ¢a.

M4 & 116 N Main, Unity building, 1906 {(commercial )
C208 200, 212 N Matin, 1907 ca. {commurctal )

[

214 & 21a N Mamin. 1910 ca. (commercial)

Nam Sipecs cast side

42

17

+.h.
44,
15,
46,
17,
18,

20985 Map, 1903 ca. (commercial)

261 205,205 8 Main, May’s Cleaners, 1903 ca.

1255 Main, [89%0 ca. (residenual)

117 S MNain, Powell’s Variety, 1920 ca.

f13x Main, Jane's Herbs, 1920 ca.

IS S Afain, New Testament Baptist Church/Thomas Fruit Co., 1910 ca. (commercial)

WO & 105 8. Mam, New Testament Baptist Church/Haskins Brothers Harness & Buggies,
1910 ca. (commercial)

). 31, 5503 37 S0 Main, City Hall/City Hall & Lire Dept., 1888 ca. (commercial}

27 & 298 Main, Miller’s Discount Furniture/T. C. Hayden, Clark & Dodson butlding, 1900
C25 % Namn, Century building, 1901 (commercial )

O N Man, 1907 (commereial)

CHEE N5, TES N Marin, Morris Opera House, 1900 ca.

200N Main, Bradbury Bishop Deli Ca/Electric Drug Store, 1887

-

S 205 243, 207 N Main, Hatten & Rayvmond Block, 1887 ca. commercial)

Tom Sty

36,
ST
58,
59,
o,
N,
62
t3.
o1,
63,
06,

JU2S tom, 1888 ca (residential b
2248 Tom, 1890 ca (residential)
2175 Tom, 1903 ca. {residential)
2155 Voam, 1890 ca (residentialy
HES S Tom, 1903 ca. (residential)
1025 Tom, {903 ca. (residential)
101 S Foam, 188§ ca. (residential)
29 ¢ tom, [890 ca. (residential)
X PIYN Tom, Cardinal Scale Co. warchouse, 1910 ea.
402 N Tom, 1930 ca. {residential)
YN Tom, 1920 ¢a (residential)

Thied Sirec



67100V Third, 1920 ca. (residerinial)
68 103 W Third, 1920 ¢ca (residential)
69, W03 W Tlard, 1920 ca. {residential)

First St

70. 116 W Chureh, Navonal Mills/Elder Manufacturing Co., 1920 ¢a,
7111 VS 117 E Church, Morton Booth Co., 1910 ¢a.
Broadw ay Sfreet

72 11G W Broadway, Corper & Associates, Ing., [910 ca. {commercial )

731121 Broadway, Morton Booth Co. Warchouse #2/Webb City Transfer & Storage
walchouse, (910 ca.

74 200 I Broadway, Carding! Scate Co. Stamping Diviston, 1920 ¢ca

75,20 b Broadway, Longhorn Bar, 1920 ca.

Daughorty sireet

76 Fiz 1000 117 W Daugherty, Webb City Hardware, 1896 ca.

77 111 W Daugherty, DUA Architects, 1913

78 101 & {63 W, Daugherty, Bruner Pharmacy/Jackson Drug Store. 1900 ca.

79114 1 Daugherty. Cardinal Scale Co. Accounting & Ad Offices/Webb Ciy {Indertaking.
(90 Ca

RO 1S & 1S B Davcherty, Webb City Furmiture Co., 1892 ca



Webb Cn Preservation Commuttee. Pictorial Calendar. 1987

Webh Lin Pubhic Library. Local History Student Display. 1990,
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