


J7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
Excellent

(Chuck One)

} Deteriorated Ruin Unexposed

(Check One) 

'J Altered }£] Unaltered

(Chock One) 

f~) Moved Jf] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL- (if known,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Fresent Con dit i o n

The three-story brick mill survives, together vith the 
manor house and the octagonal schoolhouse. Both the mill and 

its machinery are in an excellent state of preservation.

The mill has been termed 
subject, vho stated:

"unique" by an authority on the

...there is not, to my knowledge, one other example of 

a 19th century textile mill vith all the original 
machinery...

The textile machines carding machines, spinning 
machines, looms, and so forth--represent the finest 
types manufactured in the United States in the third 
quarter of the 19th century. Generally speaking, 

textile machines of this period have not been preserved, 
as mills in operation discarded them as they wore out or 
became obsolete. The tvo ring frames, used as twisters, 
are the earliest full-size machines of this type in 
existence. The ring fracevas invented by an American, 
John 'Thorpe, and patented in l82p. We have several 
patent models in our collection, but I 
of a single full-size ring frame in a 
in this country.-* 

m 

m

z.

do hot know 
museum collection

In addition to the above mentioned structures, the property 
contains a smokehouse, an 1870's church and the family 
cemetery.

n

o

^-Letter from Grace L. Rogers, Associate Curator in Charge 
Division of Textiles, Smithsonian Institution, to Ray H. 
Mattison, National Park Service, October 9, 1961.



S. SIGNIFICANCE

PLRIOD (Check One or A/ore as 

[~j Pro-Columbian 

Q 1 5th Century

SPLCIF-IC DATE'S- flf Awilicrtb

Appropriate; 

n 16fh Century 

D 17th Century

le andKnmn) T Rf^f)

AREAS OF siGNlMCANCt. (Check One or More a& Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Tj{ Education f_j 

Q Prehistoric [~~] Engineering f^] 

Q Historic [=£ Industry . . . 

E3 Agriculture [  j Invention ,["] 

jv] Architecture [H Landscape ["| 

O Art Architecture [ | 

Q Commerce Q Literature 

[^] Communications j   j Military f j 

[J Conservation p-| M us j c ~i

Q] 18th Century 

^"J 19lH 'Century

Political 

Religion ''Phi 

losophy 

Science -  - 

Sculpture 

Socia 1 'Human 

itarian 

T heater 

Transportation

G 20th Century

[_J Urban Planning 

Q Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

.--*'"
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Boundary Descrpiton for Watkins 
Mill national Historic Landmark

>atkins Mill State Park is "T" shaped)

Beginning at a point 0.12 miles directly south of the southwest 

corner of the west arm of Watkins Mill State Park.

 No-rth to the southwest corner of the west arm of the park, continuing 

north along the west boundary of the west arn 0.52 miles to its 
northwest corner, continuing another 0.25 miles directly north to 
County Road MM.

North and east along Road MM about 2.lU miles to its intersection 
with the road which skirts the east "boundary of the park's east arm.

South 1.38 miles along the above mentioned east boundary road to 
the southeast corner of the park's eastern arm.

West along the south boundary of the east arm and continuing across 
the center of the park 1.7^ miles to the starting point.

The 1,520 acres recommended for the landmark is part of the original 
Watkins patent of 5,000 acres.

This acreage is needed to preserve an appropriate setting for the 

buildings and other historic features that formed the heart of the 
Watkins plantation.

All of the landmark will eventually be acquired by the state and 

managed as historic land.
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