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Present Cendition

The three-story brick ill survives, together with the
manor house and ithe octagonal schcolhouse, Both the mill and
its machinery szre in an excellent state of preservation.

The rill has been termed "unigque" by an authority on the
subject, who stated: :

++sthere is not, to my kncwledge, one other example of
B 19th century textile mill with all the original
machinery...

The textile rmachines--carding machines, spinning
machines, looms, and so forth--represent the finest
types manufectured in the United Ststes in the third
guarter of the 19th century. Cenerally spesking,
textile machines of this period have not been preserved,
s mills in operation discerded them as they wore out or
becane obsolete., The two ring frames, used as twisters,
are the earliest full-size mechines of this type in
existence. The ring frarscwves invented by an American,
John Thorpe, and psatented in 1229. VWe have several
patent models in our collection, but I do hot know
of a single full-size ring frame in a nmuseum colliection
in this country.l

In addition to the above mentioned structures, the property
contains a smokehouse, an 1870's church and the family
“cemetery.,

.
[

. lLetter from Grace L. Rogers, Associate Curatcer in Charge)|
Division of Textiles, Smithsonian Institution, to Ray H.
Mattiscon, Nationel Park Service, October 9, 1961.
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Built
sufficient

in 1859-1860 as the central festure of a self-
community on Missouri'ls western frontier, Watkins
Mill today is probaebly the best preserved exanple of & mid
nineteenth century woclen mill. Not only the building, but
the rare machinery and the voluminious business records also
have teen preserved,

Waltus VWatkins,

bujilder of the mill,

was born in Virginia

in 1806 and grew up in Kentucky,

At the age of 25 he moved

te Liberty,

dissouri where he operated a gristmill and later,
a cotton mill,

The baled cotton was brought up the Missouri

Louils.

the land for his

River from S53%. in 1838 he bought
Utopian community and built a log cabin residence. In 1851
he built 2 large brick mancor house and, some time later, an
octagonel schoolhouse for his own and the children of his
workmen. At first Watkins carried on a grain- and stock
farming operation, but in 1859 he began to build his woolen
mill. He salvaged a beiler from a sunken stezmboat and

ordered the latest equipment from the East,

along with

skilled operators.

Other labor was hired locally, but many

of his employees lived in cottages he dDuilt for them.

Wetkins

died in 188L, and about two years later the mill ceased
operation. '
The property remained in the hands of Watkins' Heirs
until 19ks. The new owners preserved the buildings and
records, but efforts to bring the mill into public ownership
were unavailing. When the property was sc¢ld again at publiec
avction in 18 he mill records apd Watkins family wvere
given to thounty Historical Society, and were
deposited in ie¢ narry 5. Truman Library. A noan-profit
organization, the Watkins Mill Assocciation, was formed to

operate the mill as a museum under lease from the new owner.
It became a - -State Park in May 1962.

i
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Boundery Descrpiton for Watkins
FMill Nationzl Historic Landmark

{Wetkins Mill State Park is "7T" shaped)

Beginning at a point 0.X2 miles directly south of the southwest
corner of the west arm of Watkins Mill State Park.

“North to the southwest corner of the west arm of the park, continuing
nerth zlong the west boundary of the west arm 0.52 miles to its
northwvest corner, continuing another 0.25 miles directly north to
County Rosd MM,

North and east along Road MM about 2.14k miles to its intersection
with the road which skirts the east boundary of the park's east arn.

South 1.328 miles along the above mentioned east boundary road to
the southeast corner of the park's eastern arm.

West along the south boundary of the eest arm and continuling across
the center of the park 1.74 miles to the starting peint.

The 1,520 acres recommended for the landmark is part of the originsal
Watkins patent of 5,000 acres.

This acreage is needed Lo preserve an appropriate setting for the
buildings and other historic featurec that formed ?he heart of tihe
Watkins plantaticn. .

All of the landmark will eventually be acquired by the state and
managed a&s historic langd.
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#115

WATKINS MILL (WATKINS MILL STATE PARK)

COUNTY : Clay
LOCATION: 4 mi SW of Lawson on U.S. Highway 69;
: : 1 1/2 mi W on County MM; 3/4 mi S on gravel
road
OWNER: Missouri State Park Board
ADDRESS : P.0. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building,

Jefferson City, Missouri 65101
DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER: 11-13-66

DATE CERTIFICATE AWARDED
(AND PRESENTOR}:

DATE FILE REVIEWED:

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK
DATE OF ELIGIBILITY:
DATE OF PRESENTATION OF PLAQUE:
DATE OF ENTRY: 11-13-66




| W P

Sln 1







Watkins Mill

Watkins Home
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Nee‘.‘;-'”Kea.mey,. Missouri

Home of Wallis Watlking, EI]:lia 2% redebrick structure of (lagsical design wes

built in 1850. Gamera pointing to thn mst

; Ihoto by Ilhttison, April 1962,
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