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DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
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TOWER ROCK

COUNTY: 

LOCATION:

OWNER: 

ADDRESS:

DATE APPROVED BY A.C.:

DATE SENT TO JEFF. CITY:

DATE SENT TO D.C.:

DATE OF REC. IN D.C.:

DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER:

DATE AWARDED CERTIFICATE 

(AND PRESENTOR):

#83

Perry

1 mi S of Wittenburg, E 1 mi on gravel road 

from County Hwy. A

Missouri Conservation Commission

2901 N. Ten Mile Drive, Jefferson City, Mo.

11-15-69

12-08-69 

12-22-69 

12-31-69 

02-26-70

DATE FILE REVIEWED:



Tower Rock is primarily significant as the site where Father Jean Buisson de 

Saint Cosme planted a large wooden cross in 1699. The cross was erected as a 

symbol of Christianity and also to dispel the Indian belief that evil spirits 

inhabited the rock. The cross was clearly visible to all the river travelers. 

St. Cosme, Francois de Montigny, and Ambrose Davion voyaged down the Mississippi 

on a mission to the Indians of that area in 1698-99. From this incident, the 

perilous rock became known as La Roche de la Croix (Rock of the Cross).




