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1. Name of Property
historic name Terg'm Apartment Building

other names/site number Terain Apartments

2. Location
street & number 201 West McCarty Street 

city or town Jefferson City__________

[N/A] not for publication

state Missouri code MO county Cole

____ [N/A] vicinity

. code 051 zip code 65101

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[X] nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property [X] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register 
criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X] locally. 
( See continuation sheet for additional comrperjts [ ].)

Signature of certifying official/Title Claire F. Blackwell/Deputy SHPO Date

Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. 
( See continuation sheet for additional comments [ ].)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

14. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the property is:

[ ] entered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet [ ]. 

[ ] determined eligible for the 
National Register.

See continuation sheet [ ]. 
[ ] determined not eligible for the

National Register. 
[ ] removed from the National

Register. 
[ ] other, (explain:)

See continuation sheet [ ].

Signature of the Keeper Date



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form

Tergin Apartment Building 
Cole County, Missouri Page 2

5.Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

[ x] private 
[ ] public-local 
[ ] public-State 
[ ] public-Federal

[x] building(s) 
[ ] district 
[ ] site 
[ ] structure 
[ ] object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing.

_____N/A__________

Number of contributing resources 
previously listed in the National 
Register.

N/A__________

16. Function or Use

Historic Functions

DOMESTIC/multiDle dwelling

Current Functions

DOMESTIC/multiDle dwelling

17. Description

Architectural Classification

MODERN MQVEMENT/Art Deco 

MODERN MOVEMENT/Modeme

See continuation sheet [x].

Narrative Description
See continuation sheet [x].

Materials

foundation concrete

walls brick

roof rubber

other
See continuation sheet [x].
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IS.Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

[ ] A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past.

[x] C Property embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or 
possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction.

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely tp yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

[ ] B removed from its original location.

[ ] C a birthplace or grave.

[ ] D a cemetery.

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ ] F a commemorative property.

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or achieved 
significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
Architecture_______

Period of Significance
1938-1939________

Significant Dates
N/A________

Significant Person(s)
N/A____________

Cultural Affiliation
N/A________

Architect/Builder
Besecke & Swanson/
Lee Schell Construction Company

Narrative Statement of Significance
See continuation sheet [x].

19. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography
See continuation sheet [x].

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ ] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested

[ ] previously listed in the National Register

[ ] previously determined eligible by the National Register

[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
*

Primary location of additional data:

[x ] State Historic Preservation Office 

[ ] Other State Agency 

[ ] Federal Agency 

[ ] Local Government
4

[ ] University 

[ ] Other:

Name of repository:
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1 ".Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 

UTM References

less than one acre

A. Zone 
15

Easting 
571840

Northing 
4269950

C. Zone Easting Northing 

[ ] See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)

B. Zone

D. Zone

Easting 

Easting

Northing 

Northing

111. Form Prepared By

name/title Beckv L. Snider
organization Private Consultant________ date December 20. 1998 
street & number 1008 Sunset Drive________ telephone 573-443-3241 
city or town Columbia_______ state Missouri zip code 65203

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FOP for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FOP.)

name_____George K. Terain c/o Jim Terain___________________
street & number 117 East High St.
city or town Jefferson City

____ telephone (573^ 635-2712 
. state MO______ zip code 65101
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7. Description, continued. 

Summary:

The Tergin Apartment Building, located at 201 West McCarty Street in Jefferson City, Cole 
County, Missouri, sits on a corner lot at the intersection of West McCarty and Washington 
Streets in Jefferson City, Missouri. It was designed in 1938 by the Jefferson City architectural 
firm of Besecke & Swanson for Mr. George K. Tergin and was constructed in 1938-39 by the 
Schell Construction Company. The building is a two story brick walkup apartment building with 
a full basement. It has a symmetrical facade, a single front door centered on the main 
elevation and steel casement windows. Until its recent vacation for rehabilitation, the building 
has been continuously occupied since its construction. The current rehabilitation consists of 
updating and redecorating the interiors of the apartments, restoration of the original steel 
casement windows, installation of a new roof, replacement of the concrete decking on the fire 
escape stairwell and tuckpointing the exterior walls. Although the configuration of the spaces 
within the apartments has been somewhat modified, the building's exterior and the public 
space within the building, i.e., the main stairwell are very much intact. The building is in 
excellent condition.

Elaboration:

The Tergin Apartment Building faces northeast, towards West McCarty Street, and is 
located two blocks west of the State Capitol. It sits back slightly from the street on a lot that 
slopes both north and west, thereby allowing the basement to be fully exposed on the rear 
elevation. A concrete parking area is located behind the building on the west side.

The building is a 50' wide by 35' deep rectangular block which is two stories above 
ground at the front of the building and three stories above ground at the back. The load bearing 
brick walls are laid in running bond. The main (east) and secondary (south) elevations are 
face brick and the rear and north elevations are common brick. The building rests on a 
concrete foundation which extends above ground level to form a water table on the front and 
side elevations. A short parapet wall topped with cut stone coping extends around the front 
and sides of the building and masks a flat rubber roof.

The main facade is rigidly symmetrical and is divided into five bays - a central main 
entrance bay, large flat side bays and end bays which form corner towers. (See Photo Nos. 1 & 2) 
The center bay, which extends above the roofline, contains the building's main entrance and stair 
tower. At its intersection with the side bays, the central bay is notched into the facade and then 
projects forward beyond the side bays. The main entrance is stepped back into the bay and has 
a single doorway. (See Photo No. 6) The rectangular glass panels in the door mimic the design
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of the casement windows. Three large rectangular panes are flanked by four narrow rectangular 
panes. The address "201" is painted in gold leaf in the top center pane and Tergin Apts." is 
painted in gold leaf in a rectangular insert at the top of the door. The door hardware is decorated 
with a chevron designs. Above the doorway, four rows of bricks have been set at a 45  angle. 
Single lozenge-shaped sconces hang on both sides of the doorway. Sheltering the main 
entrance, a shallow curved canopy of frame construction is painted white and has thin metal 
banding. The top section of the central bay has the building's greatest ornamentation. Cut stone 
pillars divide three columns of glass block topped with three columns of alternating colored brick 
laid in a chevron pattern. The glass blocks sit on a cut stone lugsill and cut stone lintels 
decorated with a sunrise pattern separate the glass block columns from the brick columns. The 
decorative brick columns are formed by alternating colors of brick laid in a chevron pattern. Thick 
cut stone coping caps the brick columns at the roofline.

The side bays, which flank the center bay, are flat and devoid of ornamentation with the 
exception of a dentil pattern at the roofline. The dentil pattern is formed by a single line of 
rowlock bricks which are alternately flush to and protruding from the wall surface. Steel framed 
casement windows, centered on each of the side bays are stacked on basement, first and 
second floor. The windows have cut stone lugsills and are designed like a single door with a 
transom and sidelights. The operable portion of the window has three large rectangular panes 
stacked vertically; the surrounding sidelight panes are narrower than the main window panes, 
but the transom pane is the same dimension.

The end bays are slightly recessed and slightly shorter than central and side bays. 
Corner windows and a decorative brick string course wrap around to the end bays on the side 
elevation. Like the windows on the side bays, the windows on the end bays are also steel 
casement windows which are stacked on each story. They are also configured like a door with 
a transom and sidelights. These corner windows have two three-pane operable windows 
surrounded by the transom and sidelight panes on the main elevation and a single three-pane 
operable windows on the side elevation. On the main and secondary elevations above each 
set of corner windows, two decorative string courses of darker bricks band the corners. These 
string courses are each two bricks high, and they divide the walls above each window into 
three sections.

The side elevations are divided into three bays, a large central bay and two end bays. 
(See Photo Nos. 2 & 5) The central bay is similar in design to the side bays on the main 
elevation. Its only ornamentation is a dentil pattern at the roofline formed by a single line of 
rowlock bricks which are alternately flush to and protruding from the wall surface. The central 
bay on the side elevation, like the side bays on the main elevation, also has centered steel 
casement windows, but the windows on the side elevation are wider. These windows are 
stacked on the basement, first and second stories. They feature two three-pane operable 
windows surrounded by transom and sidelight panes.
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The rear elevation is also divided into three bays, a large central bay and two end bays 
with corner windows. (See Photo No. 4) The central bay on the rear elevation has a plain brick 
facade and is dominated by a three story exterior stair tower which is centered on the rear 
elevation. This stair tower serves as a fire escape and as a secondary entrance for each of the 
apartments and is constructed of steel and concrete. It is covered by a shed roof which also 
shelters the doorways leading out onto this stair tower from each of the first and second story 
apartments and out to the parking lot from the basement apartments. The doorways are 
paired at the center of the facade and are flanked by two casement windows with three vertical 
panes each.

Originally, the Tergin Apartment Building was designed to accommodate five one 
bedroom apartments. (See Figure One) However, through the years, the configuration of some 
of the apartments has been changed and additional apartments have been added. In the 
second floor apartments, the dining room had been converted into a second bedroom, and on 
the basement level, the original one-bedroom apartment had divided into two efficiency 
apartments. In addition, the storage area in the basement was converted into a third efficiency 
apartment. (See Figure Two) Currently, the building has two one-bedroom apartments on the 
main and second floors and one one-bedroom and one efficiency apartment on the basement 
level. (See Figure Three) Although the interiors of the apartments have been somewhat 
reconfigured and will be redecorated as a part of the current rehabilitation, two of the 
apartments will retain their original oak flooring and the public spaces in the building, i.e., the 
entrance lobby and the stair tower retain their original plaster walls, tile flooring, and oak 
railings. (See Photo Nos. 7-9) In addition, the original mailboxes, which are set into the wall in 
the entrance lobby, will be cleaned and repaired so they can continue to be used by the new 
tenants.

A complete rehabilitation of the building began in the spring of 1998. The building 
received a new roof, the exterior of the building was tuckpointed, and new mechanical systems 
were installed. In each of the apartments, a few of the walls have been moved or removed to 
facilitate better usage of the space. Consequently, the bedroom and the bathroom in each 
apartment have been enlarged, and the entry, kitchen, and dining area are now one continuous 
space rather than smaller individual rooms. (See Figures Two and Three)

The location of the Tergin Apartment Building is one of the prospective sites for Jefferson 
City's new convention center. If this block is chosen for the convention center, Jefferson City 
will lose one of its few, if not its only, Art Deco/Art Moderne apartment buildings.
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Figure One: Original Plan of Tergin Apartment Building - Basement, First and Second Stories
Drawn by Becky Snider
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