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o Sunset Area Survey-
West End Boulevard to Louisiana Street

Students in the Legal and Economic Principles of Historic Preservation
class (HP 588), under the guidance of Dr. Steven Hoffman, conducted an
architectural survey of homes in the Sunset Area Historic District in Cape
Girardeau, Missouri. The main purpose of this survey was to construct an
inventory of the residential buildings in the Sunset neighborhood for the
Historic Preservation Commission of Cape Girardeau. This survey is the
mitial step towards the goal of obtaining the first historic district designation
m the city.

The area surveyed extends from West End Boulevard on the east to
Louisiana Street on the west, and from Independence Street on the south, to
Broadway on the north. Sections of Bessie, Luce, Themis and Whitener
Streets are also mcluded.

The Sunset Area historic district is representative of the kinds of
neighborhoods built in Cape Girardeau durning its age of expansion in the
early 20th century. This neighborhood contains many fine examples of
dwellings built by Cape's growing middle class during this time, including
houses in the Queen Anne, Crafisman Bungalow, American Four Square and
"Cape Cod" style Colonial Revival styles. The area as a whole has retained
its integrity, although there a few noncontributing structures in the district

In 1900, the boundary of Cape Girardeau's development was at West
End Boulevard. Just beyond this, there were several subdivisions which
were quickly developed and annexed as part of the city in 1901. These
additions included Lorimier Place, Russell/ Whitener, Henderson, Haupts, L.

Schlueters and Haman and Schrader. By 1923, Cape's western boundaries



had reached Louisiana Street and the entire area was built up with residential
and commercial buildings. According to the fire insurance maps, there were
few vacant lots. Development continued throughout the 1920s and the rest
of Sunset district was annexed into the city in 1929.

The rapid growth of the Sunset area reflected not only a pattern of
development and growth within the City of Cape Girardeau but throughout
the United States. The decade of the 1920s was the age of prosperity, with a
booming stockmarket and economy. Old ideals and morals from the
Victorian Age were tossed aside and America found itself in the middle of the
"Roaring Twenties." Federal census figures show that in 1890, Cape's
population was 4,297. By 1900, with only 4,815 residents the city had not
seen much growth and the population remained relatively stable. By 1910,
however, Cape's population had almost doubled to 8,475. Cape kept
growing throughout the decade, reaching a population of 10,252 in 1920, By
this time the boundary of development had reached beyond Louisiana Street,
the western boundary of this survey. The largest jump in Cape's population
occurred durning the 1920s, with the population recorded at 16,227 in 1930.
Cape's western boundary of development now reached Caruthers Sireet,
filling in the rest of the area identified as part of the potential historic district.
The area from Louisiana to Caruthers needs to be surveyed in the future.

Cape Girardeaun experienced tremendous growth between 1906 and
the 1930s. As a river port, transportation had always played an important
role in Cape's economic history, but its growth potential was limited. At the
turn of the century, however, the introduction of the railroad connected Cape
with inland locales stimulating new trade and commerce. The railroad also
brought jobs into the region such as track construction, line jobs and loading.

Established in 1873, the Normal School continued to grow bringing students



as well as jobs to the area. The International Shoe Factory, also called
Roberts, Johnson and Rand Shoe Company, was established in 1908 and
gave Cape a much needed economic boost. Perhaps the largest impact on the
local economy occurred with the draining of the swamps south of Cape. As
new towns began to emerge in the Southeast Missouri bootheel, Cape became
a service center for the area, providing medical care, legal advice, railroad
work and a place to visit for leisure activities. People began to migrate to the
city and take jobs at the University, in the shoe factory, and with the railroad.
These are the people who buwilt and lived in the houses in the Sunset
neighborhood. Coming from the surrounding small towns of the region, they
helped transform Cape into the city it is today.



Methodology

On the basis of a reconnaissance survey done by students a potential
historic district was located within the boundaries of West End Boulevard on
the east, Louisiana on the west, Broadway to the north and Independence to
the south. Archival research indicated the area had strong potential as a
historic district. Due to the time limit of the semester, however, the area
actually surveyed had to be reduced. The class chose to focus their attention
on the easternmost portion of the district. The survey coordinator distributed
flyers throughout the neighborhood to inform homeowners of the survey.

The class divided into four groups, each group choosing a specific
block of buildings to research. This included taking photographs, researching
the history of the building with the use of property tax records and filling out
standard survey forms based on observation of the building from the street.

The information was complied and checked by the survey coordinator
before being delivered to the Historic Preservation Commission of Cape
Girardeau. An additional copy of the entire survey was placed in Southeast
Missouri State University Regional Archives.
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The Sunset Area Survey
Part 1

Re-Survey

West End Boulevard to Louisiana Street

Cape Girardeau, Missouri

Conducted by
Students of the Historic Preservation Program
Southeast Missouri State University

Survey Coordinators: Heather Confer and Chad Boehlke

Under the direction of
Dr. Steven J. Hoffinan
Assistant Professor of History



Introduction

This survey replaces Sunset Survey Part I, conducted Spring 1996.
Various problems with the survey required that new forms be completed
to bring the survey up to acceptable standards. Most of the initial
resurvey was accomplished in 1998 by Heather Confer, one of the
department’s Graduate Assistants. The resurvey was completed in 2000
by Graduate Student Chad Bochlke as part of an Independent Study
project.
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The Sunset Area Survey
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Sunset Area Survey
Part Il

Louisiana Sireet to Keller Street

Students in the Legal and Economic Principles of Historic Preservation class (HP
588), under the guidance of Dr. Steven Hoffiman, conducted an architectural survey of
homes in the Sunset Area Historic District in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. The main
purpose of this survey was to construct an inventory of the residential buildings in the
Sunset/West End Boulevard neighborhoed for the Histonic Preservation Commission of
Cape Girardeau.

The area surveyed extends from Louisiana Street on the east to Keller Street on
the west, and from Independence Street on the south, to Broadway on the north, and
includes sections of Bessie, Franklin, Luce, Themis and Whitener Streets.

The Sunset Area historic district is representative of the kinds of neighborhoods
built in Cape Girardeau during its age of expansion in the early twentieth century. This
neighborhood contains many fine examples of dwellings built by Cape’s growing middle
class during this period, including houses in the Queen Anne, Craftsman Bungalow,
American Four Square and Colonial Revival styles. The area as a whole has retained its
integrity despite the intrusion of a few noncontributing properties.

For a more detailed description of the neighbarhood’s context, please refer to the
introductory material in Part I of the survey, completed in Spring of 1996.



Methodology

In the Spring of 1996, students in HP 588: Legal and Economic Principles of
Historic Preservation conducted a reconnaissance survey and identified a potential historic
district located within the boundaries of West End Boulevard on the east, Caruthers Street
on the west, Broadway on the north and Independence on the south. Archival research
indicated the area had strong potential as a historic district. Due to the limited time
available in a semester, only the easternmost portion of the district was surveyed in 1996,
This survey represents a continuation of the early work, extending the western boundary
from Loussiana Street to Keller Street. Future classes will continue this pattern until the
entire district is surveyed.

Students worked in teams of two each, with each team assigned eight to ten
buildings. Each team distributed flyers to homeowners in the neighborhood to inform
them of the survey. The students documented their assigned buildings, including taking
photographs, researching the history of the building with the use of property tax records
and filling out State of Missouri Historic Resource Survey forms based on observations of
the building from the street.

This information was compiled, photocopied, and bound. One copy was presented
to the Historic Preservation Commission of Cape Girardeau, one copy deposited in the
Regional Archives of Southeast Missouri State University, and one copy retained by the
Historic Preservation Program, Department of History, Southeast Missouri State
University. Upon completion of the survey of the entire district, the original forms and
photographs will be forwarded to the State Office of Historic Preservation, Department of
Natural Resources in Jefferson City, MO.
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Sunset Area Survey
Part IIT

Keller Street to Sunset Boulevard

Students in the Legal and Economic Principles of Historic Preservation class (HP
588), under the guidance of Dr. Steven Hoffman, conducted an architectural survey of
homes in the Sunset Arca Historic District in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. The main
purpose of this survey was to construct an inventory of the residential buildings in the
Sunset/West End Boulevard neighborhood for the Historic Preservation Commission of
Cape Girardean.

The area surveyed extends from Keller Street on the east to Sunset Boulevard on
the west, and from Independence Street on the south, to Broadway on the north, and
meludes sections of Lacey, Thilenius, Bessie, Luce, Themis and Whitener Streets,

The Sunset Area historic district is representative of the kinds of neighborhoods
built in Cape Girardeau during iis age of expansion in the early twentieth century. This
neighborhood contains many fine examples of dwellings built by Cape’s growing middle
class during this period, including houses in the Queen Anne, Craftsman Bungalow,
American Four Square and Colonial Revival styles. Later styles also include Cape Cod,
Minimal Traditional, Tudor Revival, French Eclectic and Ranch. The area as a whole has
retained its integrity despite the intrusion of a few noncontributing properties.

For a morc detailed description of the neighborhood’s context, please refer to the
introductory material in Part 1 of the survey, completed in Spring of 1996.



Methodology

Tn the Spring of 1996, students in HP 588: Legal and Economic Principles of
Historic Preservation conducted a reconnaissance survey and identified a potential historic
district located within the boundaries of West End Boulevard on the east, Caruthers Street
on the west, Broadway on the north and Independence on the south. Archival research
indicated the area had strong potential as a historic district. Due to the limited time
available in a semester, only the easternmost portion of the district was surveyed in 1996.
The survey work continued in the Spring of 1997, extending the western boundary from
Louisiana Street to Keller Street. During the Spring of 1998, the survey was extended
from Keller Street to Sunset Boulevard. Future classes will continue this pattern until the
entire district is surveyed.

Students worked in teams of two each, with each team assigned ten to twelve
buildings. Each team distributed flyers to homeowners in the neighborhood to inform
them of the survey. The students documented their assigned buildings, including taking
photographs, researching the history of the building with the use of property tax records
and filling out State of Missouri Historic Resource Survey forms based on observations of
the building from the street.

This information was compiled, photocopied, and bound. One copy was presented
to the Historic Preservation Commission of Cape Girardeau, one copy deposited in the
Regional Archives of Southeast Missouri State University, and one copy retained by the
Historic Preservation Program, Department of History, Southeast Missouri Staie
University. Upon completion of the survey of the entire district, the original forms and
photographs will be forwarded to the State Office of Historic Preservation, Department of
Natural Resources in Jefferson City, MO.
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Sunset Area Survey
Part IV

Sunset Boulevard to Caruthers Street

Students in the Legal and Economic Principles of Historic Preservation class (HP
588), under the guidance of Dr. Steven Hoffman, conducted an architectural survey of
homes in the Sunset Area Historic District in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. The main
purpose of this survey was to construct an inventory of the residential buildings in the
Sunset/West End Boulevard neighborhood for the Historic Preservation Commission of
Cape Girardeau.

The area surveyed extends from Sunset Boulevard on the cast to Caruthers Street
on the west, and from Independence Street on the south, 1o Broadway on the north, and
includes sections of Lacey, Thilenius, Bessie, Luce, Themis and Whitener Streets.

The Sunset Area historic district is representative of the kinds of neighborhoods
built in Cape Girardean during its age of expansion in the early twentieth century. This
neighborhood contains many fine examples of dwellings built by Cape’s growing middle
class during this period, including houses in the Queen Anne, Craftsman Bungalow,
American Four Square and Colonial Revival styles. Later styles also include Cape Cod,
Minimal Traditional. Tudor Revival, French Eclectic and Ranch. The area as a whole has
retained its integrity despite the intrusion of a few noncontributing properties.

For a more detailed description of the neighborhood’s context, please refer to the
introductory material in Pari [ of the survey, completed in Spring of 1996.



Methodology

In the Spring of 1996, students it HP 588: l.cgal and Economic Principles of
Historic Preservation conducted a reconnaissance survey and identified a potential historic
district located within the boundaries of West End Boulevard on the east, Caruthers Street
on the west, Broadway on the north and Independence on the south. Archival research
indicated the area had strong potential as a historic district. Due to the limited time
available in a semester, only the easternmost portion of the district was surveyed in 1996.
The survey work continued in the Spring of 1997, extending the western boundary from
Louisiana Streel to Keller Street, and in . During the Spring of 1998, the survey was
extended from Keller Strect to Sunset Boulevard. During the Spring of 1999 the survey
was extended to Caruthers Strect, thercby completing the district.

Students worked in teams of two each, with each team assigned eighteen to twenty
buildings. Each team distributed flyers to homeowners in the neighborhood to inform
them of the survey. The students documented their assigned buildings, inchuding taking
photographs, researching the history ot the building with the use of property tax records
and filling out State of Missouri Historic Resource Survey forms based on observations of
the building from the street.

This information was compiled, photocopied, and bound. One copy was presented
to the Historic Preservation Commission of Cape Girardeau, one copy deposited in the
Regional Archives of Southeast Missouri State University, and one copy retained by the
Historic Preservation Program, Department of History, Southeast Missouri State
University. Upon completion of the survey of the entire district, the original forms and
photographs will be forwarded to the State Office of Historic Preservation, Department of
Natural Resources in Jeflerson City, MO,
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