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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT' AND ORICINAL (II Into**) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

St. Joseph Catholic Church in Westphalia, Missouri, is a three aisle, 
cruciform building of stone construction with a frame clerestory, an 
octagonal apse, and a central belfry steeple towering above the entrance. 
The church, picturesquely situated on a hilltop and facing northeast, 
was originally erected in 1848 and has undergone two major alterations 
since that date.

Exterior

The structure is made of two different stone materials, a gray lime 
stone with travertine-like texture that is used for the foundation and 
trim, and a local soft tan stone called cottonstone employed for the 
balance of the work. All the stone.'is roughly dressed and laid in 
random courses. The clerestory is wood frame covered with sheet metal 
embossed to simulate stone masonry.

The northeast end of the church is dominated by a central square tower 
with belfry and spire. The main entrance is centrally located at the 
first floor level of the tower's northeast wall and is surmounted by a 
stone tympanum and a semi-circular arch supported by two stone columns 

with high bases and cushions. Above the arch is a round hood-mould, the 
keystone of which is enlarged to serve as a pedestal for a statue of the 
church's patron saint. Directly above the entrance at the second story 
is a semi-circular arch enclosing two long, narrow stained-glass windows.

Rising above the tower is a square belfry containing four bells made for 
the church in St. Louis in 1883% A1 large, round arch filled with wood 
en louvers penetrates- each of the belfry's four sides. A wooden spire 
covered with asbestos shingles 1 and-crowned-with a gold cross terminates 
the steeple.

To each side of the tower is a projection of the narthex. The narthex's 
northeast wall has three round-arched windows with stained-glass and 
wooden tracery. This window motif is repeated on the northwest and south 
east sides. The four corners of the narthex are strengthened by square 
buttresses topped by hexagonal pinnacles.

Five equally spaced stained-glass windows with round arches, limestone 
sills, and wooden tracery line the northwest side of the structure, three 
distributed along the aisle wall and two along the transcept. The 
openings of the south, southeast wall are identical with the addition of 
a small covered entranceway at the center of the south, southeast trans 
cept arm.

The apse has a single, round-arched window on the southwest side and the 
upper portion of a matching window on the. west side,. It is otherwise 
devoid of ornamentation. ''The fenestration of the clerestory repeats 
that of the aisles with the additipn of a, small, opening in the gable of 
the west, southwest wall. It has a simple ridge roof with sheet metal 

roofing.
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ST. JOSEPH CHURCH

COUNTY: Osage

LOCATION: Main St., Westphalia, MO 65085

(4 blocks E of Hwy. 63)

OWNER: Bishop Michael McAuliffe 

ADDRESS: Diocese of Jefferson City

Chancery Office, P.O. Box 417 

Jefferson City, MO 651O1

DATE APPROVED BY A.C.: 12-12-7O

DATE SENT TO JEFF. CITY: O3-O6-72

DATE SENT TO D.C.: O3-O6-72

DATE OF REC. IN D.C.: O3-l6-?2

DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER: 04-11-72

DATE AWARDED CERTIFICATE 03-23-74

(AND PRESENTOR): H. Meade Summers - AC Member, Chairman
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St. Joseph Church is significant as a visual and social landmark in 

Westphalia, Missouri. The church is also noteworthy for its role in 

the development of the community.
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