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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Shelby-Nicholson-Schindler House, 701 W. St. Joseph Street, Perryville, 
Missouri, is a five-bay, 12-room, L-shaped residential building. Porches 
are attached along the north, south, and east facades. A wash house, the 
only outbuilding, is attached to the house by the southeast porch.

EXTERIOR

Over-all dimensions

The main (north) portion of the house measures 46'2" along the north facade 
and 23' on the east and west facades. The almost-square rear wing is 
28'1" x 30'. An enclosed southwest porch is 13'2" on the west facade and 
12'7" on the south facade. The wash house measures 12'3" by 16'4".

Construction materials and colors

The 13" outer walls of the north portion of the house are constructed of 
red brick. Cut stone is used for the foundations of the main portion, 
while rubble stone, interfilled with cement, foundations are under the rear 
wing. Tin is used as a roof covering throughout. The porches, wash house, 
rear wing, and window frames and mull ions are of wood painted white.

Openings

Windows. The fenestration of the main (north) portion is regular: one 
window per bay. Each opening is filled by a two-over-two light, double- 
hung sash, and most are fitted with storm/screen windows. Windows on the 
first story, north facade, have semi-circular heads, while all others 
have segmental heads. Brick lintels and stone lugsills trim the upper and 
lower edges respectively.

Most of the rear (south) wing windows are rectangular-shaped and have six- 
over-six light, double-hung sash. An exception is the westernmost south 
window which is horizontally positioned high on the wall and has a single 
light.

Double-hung sash windows enclose the southwest porch. All have one-over- 
one light sash except for the two western openings which are filled by two- 
over-two light sash. The east porch openings have one-over-one light 
storm sash attached to the window frames by hinges.

Doorways. There are four major entrances: one each on the north facade, 
main portion; the south facade, southwest porch; the south facade, east 
porch; and the south facade, rear wing (basement entrance). A fifth door 
way, located on the second story of the main portion's north facade, pro 
vides access to the main entrance porch balcony.

The primary entrance is centrally located on the first story, north facade. 
Its single leaf door is flanked by three-light side panels and topped by 
a four-light fanlight framed by a brick lintel. There is a screen/storm 
door of wood and glass.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Shelby-Nicholson-Schindler House, 701 W. St. Joseph Street, Perryville, 
Missouri, is a significant local example of an unusual variation of the 
typical Missouri, Classically derived-style residential building. It is 
also noteworthy as the home of several locally prominent citizens.

The typical, raid-nineteenth century, Missouri house was a two-story, L- 
shaped, five-bay building with a symmetrical main (front) facade. All 
openings were rectangular-shaped, spaced one per bay. The main entrance 
was centered in the middle bay of the main facade. Gable roofs covered 
both the main portion and the rear wing of the house. The Shelby-Nicholson- 
Schindler House, however, deviates from this typical form by the use of a 
flat roof enclosed by a parapet over the main (north) portion and semi 
circular and segmental window and doorway openings.

Previous owners

The first recorded owner of the property, and probably the rear (south) 
wing, was Dr. Reuben Shelby (1803-1882), a native of Greene County, Penn 
sylvania, and an early settler of Perry County, Missouri.' A medical 
doctor by profession, Shelby was actively involved in state and local 
politics.. In 1836, he was appointed Judge of the County Court, a position 
he held for six years. 2 Shelby was elected County Surveyor in 1842., serv 
ing until January 10, 1845, when he was appointed County Treasurer.*' Re 
signing that post in August, 1848, Shelby represented Perry County in the 
state legislature from 1848 to 1854, serving as Speaker of the House of 
Representatives during the two sessions of the 17th General Assembly. 4 In 
1858, the Perry County County Court appointed Shelby commissioner to secure 
plans and to estimate the cost of a new courthouse, which was built in 1859 
at a cost of $8,000. 5 Shelby won a seat in the State Senate representing 
the 26th District in 1874 and 1876. 6

Between August, 1860, and March, 1870, the property frequently changed 
owners:

1) James A. Grayson (Greason)   1860 to 1865
2) William H. and Mary E. Booth   January, 1865 to October, 1865
3) Josiah and Mary F. McCauley ~ 1865 to 1869
4) Francis L. and Matilda Jones ~ 1869 to 1870. 7

Several of the warranty deeds for these years carried an interesting re 
striction concerning the use of buildings on the property; they stated
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