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1. Name of Property

historic name Ruthven. John B. and Elizabeth. House

other names/site number Wehmeyer House: Ruthven - Wehmeyer House

2. Location _________________________________________________

street & number 406 Cherry Street ____________________________ [n/a] not for publication

city or town Jefferson City ___________________________________ [n/a] vicinity

state Missouri code MO county Cole code 051 zip code 65101
3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this
[X] nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for reaistering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my
opinion, the property [X] meets [ I does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered
significant [ ] nationally [ ] statewide [X ] locally.  "'
( See continuation sheet for additional comments

Signature of certifying official/Title ClaWF. BlacKwell/Deputy SHPU Date/

Missouri Department of Natural Resources________________________
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets f ] does not meet the National Register criteria. 
( See continuation sheet for additional comments [ ].)

Signature of certifying official/Title

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date

[ ] entered in the National Register _______________________________
See continuation sheet [ ]. 

[ ] determined eligible for the ________________________
National Register
See continuation sheet [ ]. 

[ ] determined not eligible for the _____________________________
National Register. 

[ ] removed from the ________________________
National Register 

[ ] other, explain ________________________
See continuation sheet [ ].
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S.CIassification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

[X] private 
[ ] public-local 
[ ] public-State 
[ ] public-Federal

[X] building(s) 
[ ] district 
[ jsite 
[ ] structure 
[ ] object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing.

N/A____________

Number of contributing resources 
previously listed in the National 
Register.

N/A______________

6. Function or Use

Historic Function
DOMESTIC/sinale dwelling

Current Functions
VACANT______

7. Description

Architectural Classification
Other: Missouri German

Materials
foundation Brick 
walls Brick

rootro
Qjother

Asphalt shingle

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8.Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

[ ] A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents the 
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction.

Areas of Significance
ARCHITECTURE

Periods of Significance
ca. 1879________

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.

[ ] B removed from its original location.

[ ] C a birthplace or grave.

[ ] D a cemetery.

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
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IQ.Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre 

UTM References

A. Zone 
15

C. Zone

Easting Northing 
572730 4269100

B. Zone Easting Northing

Easting Northing D. Zone Easting Northing

[ ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title See continuation sheet

organization __ 

street & number, 

city or town__

date

state

telephone, 

zip code_

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Paul E. Wehmever______________________________

street & number 305 Buchanan telephone

city or town Jefferson City state Missouri zip code 65101
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Summary: The John B. and Elizabeth Ruthven House is located at 406 Cherry Street in Jefferson City, 
Cole County, Missouri. The one-story brick house faces southeast toward Cherry Street and 
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The entry is centered at grade in the southeast (front) elevation. The four panel front door, topped by a 
two-light transom and a segmental brick arch, retains its white porcelain knobs. Two 2/2 vertical-light 
double-hung windows are on either side of the entry. The owner indicated there has not been a porch on 
this wall since at least the 1930s, and there is no evidence that a front porch ever existed. 2 The front wall 
of the northeast wing extends seven feet from the front wall of the core section. The wing features a 
centered pair of 2/2 vertical-light double-hung windows on the front wall; a similar pairing of windows is in 
the rear. The basement level of the wing is exposed on this facade but is obscured from view at street 
level by a concrete retaining wall in front of the two double-hung basement windows. All windows have 
segmental brick arches and dressed limestone sills. Door and window openings are original and are set 
off by simple wooden trimwork.

The northeast wall has two 2/2 vertical-light double-hung windows on the basement level, and one similar 
window on the main level. An exterior chimney, located right-of-center, extends slightly from the wall. 
The northwest wall of the wing has a centered pair of 2/2 vertical-light double-hung windows on the main 
level, with a similar window and an entry door on the basement level. Vandals have kicked the door open 
and it may not be salvageable. Simple wood trim surrounds the door. This rear wall of the wing extends 
seven feet northwest of the rear wall of the core section, and has a door on the main level; this door 
originally opened onto the porch. The rear wall of the core section has a double-hung window and an 
entry door several steps below grade on the basement level, and one door on the main level. Plaster 
remains on this wall on the main level, indicating the location of the kitchen in the enclosed porch, now 
removed. This wall also has an interior chimney approximately in the center of the wall, which has been 
parged above the roof line. The northeast wall of the rear ell extends 151/z feet beyond the rear wall of the 
core section. This wall's basement level contains an entry door and a window, which is half the size of the 
other rear windows, and a door on the main level. The rear, or northwest wall of the rear ell, has a very 
small window opening on the basement level and an interior chimney which has been parged above the 
roof line. The southwest wall has no exposed basement area, and faces the alley. A coal chute provides 
access from the alley to a basement storage room near the west corner of this wall. On the main level are 
two 2/2 vertical-light double-hung windows and an interior chimney. It is roughly centered on the wall and 
is parged above the roof line.

The interior of the building contains six rooms on the main level, all with original wood floors. (See Figure 
Three, Floor Plans.) Plaster walls are in fairly good condition, while plaster ceilings show numerous 
cracks. Ceilings on the main level are almost 10 feet in height. Original four panel doors remain in most 
doorways, and all door and window openings are surrounded by wide, well-crafted wooden trim. Very tall 
baseboards are evident in many places. A portion of the entry hall has been enclosed by a thin partition 
wall for use as a bathroom. Wallpaper from the early 20th century hangs in shreds in the non-bathroom 
portion of the entry hall. A clawfoot tub, sink and toilet remain in the bathroom. A stair once connected the 
entry hall to the lower level, but was removed to accommodate installation of the main floor bathroom 
when indoor plumbing was installed.3 To the left, or southwest of the entry hall, is a large square parlor or 
bedroom which leads to another large square room in the rear ell. Both of these rooms have interior 
chimneys with visible flues. Both rooms have floor-to-ceiling beadboard closets in one corner. To the 
right of the entry hall, or northeast, is a large rectangular parlor most recently used as a kitchen. Plain 
wood cabinets on two walls and a large porcelain sink attest to this use. In the center of the room hangs a 
period three-light chandelier. This room leads to the northeast wing containing a large, almost square 
living room or bedroom with an interior chimney flue. This room leads to a bedroom at the front of the 
wing. Both rooms have floor-to-ceiling beadboard closets in a corner. The basement level contains three 
rooms, accessed by two exterior doors, and a storage room reached by a separate exterior door. Seven 
windows, of which five are in the single room in the wing on the northeast end, provide the basement level

Interview with Paul Wehmeyer, February 18, 1999. 

3 lbid.
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with natural light. Much of the wooden window and door trim survives, although wooden floors and joists 
in this area are badly deteriorated. Plaster has fallen from the brick walls in one room, and the ceiling 
plaster is cracked or otherwise deteriorated so that plumbing is exposed.

Remarkably few changes have been made to this house. It appears today largely as it did when owned 
by the Ruthvens, following completion of the northeast wing. The footprint exhibited in the Sanborn map 
of 1908, the first such map to document this block, is practically identical to that of today. A rear porch, 
enclosed in the 1930s, was removed after its partial collapse in the 1980s. (See Figure Two, Porch.) 
While loss of the porch is unfortunate, significance was not diminished. Because of its location between 
the rear ell and the north wing, the porch was only visible from directly behind the house and in any case it 
had been altered. The Missouri Department of Natural Resources Historic Preservation Program 
reviewed the John B. and Elizabeth Ruthven House in April 1999 and found it potentially eligible for listing 
in the National Register. The Jefferson City Historic East Survey, August 1991, states that the house 
would contribute to a National Register historic district.4 The house retains a high degree of integrity, and 
stands as a very good representative example of an early Missouri-German vernacular house. Primarily 
vacant since the 1970s, the house awaits rehabilitation. New mechanical systems, plumbing, electrical 
wiring, a new roof and spot tuckpointing are proposed. The exterior and interior features remain very 
much intact. The John B. and Elizabeth Ruthven House is significant as a rare surviving example of a 
vernacular building type once common in Jefferson City.

<Urbana Group, Inventory Form 450, p. 2.
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Figure One. Building Footprint.

Figure Two. Porch.
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Enclosed for use as Kitchen
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