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1. Name of Property

historic name Pott. Frederick W. and Marv Karau. House

other names/site number n/a

2. Location

street & number 826 Themis Street________________________ [n/a] not for publication 

city or town Cape Girardeau_____________________________ [n/a] vicinity 

state Missouri_____ code MO county Cape Girardeau code 031 zip code 63701____

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this
[X ] nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering, properties in the
Natipnal Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and profess.ion.al requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my
opinion, the property [X ] meets [ 1 does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered
sianificant n nationally M statewide [XI locally. y r
( See continuation sheet tor additional c6pa«iem«7[ ].) 
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5.Classification

Ownership of Property

[X] private 
[ ] public-local 
[ ] public-State 
[ ] public-Federal

Category of Property

[X] building(s) 
[ ] district 
[ jsite 
[ ] structure 
[ ] object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

1

0

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing.

n/a____________

Number of contributing resources 
previously listed in the National 
Register.

0

16. Function or Use

Historic Function
Domestic/single dwelling

Current Functions
Domestic/single dwelling

17. Description

Architectural Classification
Late Victorian________ foundation stone 

walls brick

roof asphalt 
other~wood

metal

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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|8.Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

[ 1A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction pr represents the 
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction.

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.

[ ] B removed from its original location.

[ ] C a birthplace or grave.

[ ] D a cemetery.

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ ] F a commemorative property.

[ 
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lO.Geographical Data

Acreage of Property

UTM References

A. Zone Easting

16 275820

C. Zone Easting

less than one acre

Northing

4131830

Northing

B. Zone Easting Northing

D. Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

[ ] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title see continuation sheet

organization.

street & number, 

city or town__

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

stateMO

date

telephone, 

zip code_

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Mr. and Mrs. Steven Mellies________________________

street & number 826 Themis Street

city or town Cape Girardeau state _MQ_

telephone 573/334-7948 

zip code 63701______
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SUMMARY: The Frederick W. and Mary Karau Pott House, 826 Themis Street, is located at the northeast 
corner of Themis and Pacific Streets in Cape Girardeau, Cape Girardeau County, Missouri. Constructed 
of brick in circa 1885, the 21/2-story Pott House is a picturesque and well-preserved rendering of the 
Italianate style with a side-gabled roof, a projecting pedimented front gable and parapet chimneys. Typical 
Italianate elements include an overhanging eave with curvilinear brackets and modillions across the 
building's symmetrical five-bay front, tall narrow windows with round and segmental arches and bracketed 
lugsills, and an ornate central portico supported by groups of chamfered columns. Paired end chimneys 
are connected by parapets which add stability to the tall stacks. The south-facing main block is 
approximately square, with a central 2-story ell attached sometime before 1893. A five-sided bay window 
with a bracketed cornice emerges from the east wall of the ell. Most windows in the secondary elevations 
have segmental arches with wood insets containing an incised design. The remodeled interior retains an 
original staircase with an ornate newel post. With the exception of a tiny wooden vestibule in the rear 
(circa 1940), the exterior of the Pott House retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship and 
location. It is an excellent example of Italianate architecture in Cape Girardeau, and its uncommon side 
parapets with chimneys are an interesting variation on this once highly popular style.

ELABORATION:
Most of the Pott House's Italianate detailing is concentrated in the primary south elevation (Themis Street). 
A projecting front gable with a tn'angular serifed pediment and a scroll-sawn panel within the tympanum is 
centered in the facade. The presence of this front gable exemplifies the Centered Gable subtype as 
described by McAlester and McAlester in their handbook of American residential architecture. 1 The main 
roof is side-gabled with parapets. Pairs of large, curvilinear brackets are interspersed with modillions 
along the roofline. A frieze band displays an intricate pattern of diamonds and crosses. Painted white, the 
Pott House rests on a rock-faced, coursed stone foundation.

The most prominent feature in the primary elevation is an elaborate portico with a railing deck. Decorated 
with a scrollwork frieze and brackets, it frames a complex main entrance with a segmental archway. The 
portico deck-accessed from a walkout second floor window-is supported by two groups of three 
chamfered columns with two matching pilasters. The columns are capped by capitals decorated with a 
leaf pattern. Scroll-sawn spandrels also are present. The deck railing consists of scroll-sawn circles 
imposed over Xs. The double, double-leaf entrance features deeply recessed inner doors with a transom, 
a tiny vestibule, and outer panel doors. Inner doors have tall glass windows above rectangular panels. 
Outer doors are normally open, resembling paneled reveals; actual reveals are smooth vertical boards. 
An iron railing encloses a short flight of steps to the landing.

On the first floor, the portico is flanked by two individual round arched windows on each side. Second 
floor windows (plus one above the entrance) are similarly arranged but have segmental arches. In a mild 
departure from the usual Italianate styling, window heads on the Pott House are neither hooded nor 
otherwise elaborated. Projecting stone lugsills, however, are supported by massive stone brackets. Sash 
are double-hung 1/1 s.

1 McAlester, Virginia and Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985, pp. 210-221.
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On both side elevations (east and west) of the original block, interior chimneys protrude from opposite 
ends of the brick parapets. The elaborate bracketed cornice across the primary elevation wraps for a few 
feet into both sides. East and west fenestration differs somewhat except at the third level, where two 
evenly spaced, double-hung windows are centered in each elevation. Most side windows including those 
in the bay window and ell are segmentally arched, double-hung units with wood insets containing a 
delicate incised design, and stone lugsills.

On the east elevation of the main block, fenestration is symmetrical with two evenly spaced windows on all 
three levels. Two segmentally arched basement windows with incised insets are similarly aligned. Attic 
windows are shorter than first and second floor windows. A five-sided bay window with a bracketed 
cornice extends from the east wall of the ell. The bay windows's three primary angles contain segmentally 
arched windows with incised insets. The bay window continues to the basement, with two additional 
windows set in its stone foundation. A double window, also segmentally arched, is centered at the second 
floor level of the ell. A band of corbeled brickwork adds a decorative touch to the ell roofline. Basement 
windows in the east elevation are somewhat larger than those on the west.

Mainly, the west elevation of the main block (facing Pacific Street) differs from the east in that another 
window is added near the north end of the facade on the first and second floors as well as the basement- 
three per floor instead of two. As on the east elevation, the two third floor windows are shorter. The other 
windows are of the same construction as those on the east, with decorative insets, but lugsills protrude 
farther and are supported by brackets, as on the main elevation. A tall, segmentally arched entrance- 
possibly a window conversion-is in the north half of the ell. Wood paneling fills the upper portion of this 
opening below an incised inset. A flat-arched window is south of the entrance, below a similar upstairs 
window. A segmental window is above the entrance. Midway between the first and second floors is 
another flat-arched window, only narrower. As on the east, corbeled brickwork elaborates the cornice. 
The ell has a flat roof with side parapets.

The north (rear) elevation of the ell has another entrance within a tiny enclosed vestibule, built of wood 
and sided in circa 1940. This gabled addition toward the east end of the ell has a west-facing door. Four 
windows with segmental arches and insets, two on each floor aligned vertically, are located near the east 
and west ends of the ell's rear elevation. The east portion of the second floor also has a small, 1/1 
window with a flat arch. A small window opening on the first floor near the center of the facade has been 
infilled with brick. A black iron star, probably a tumbuckle, is west of center near the plain cornice. Two 
windows also are in the rear portion of the main block adjacent to the east wall of the ell. The upstairs 
window has a segmental arch and the first floor window has a flat arch. West of the enclosed vestibule, 
six steps lead down to a basement door. A coal chute is nearby.

The floor plan is arranged around a central hall containing an original staircase. The handrail is made of 
cherry wood. The highly detailed newel post incorporates medallions made of metal. Except for the 
staircase, much of the original double-pile interior was altered when the property was converted to a 
professional building around 1938. Renovation of the interior for residential use is under way. The current 
owner hopes to recreate as much of the original floor plan as feasible.

West of the staircase is a large room from which a wall with a doorway has been removed. A fireplace 
with a mantel is in the southwest outer wall and a nonoriginal fireplace is in the northwest portion. Some
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original plaster work is intact. Southeast of the stairs is another room with a fireplace. A metal spiral 
stairway in the kitchen is a nonoriginal replacement of an earlier boxed stairway. When this nomination 
was prepared, renovation was in progress in the east area south of the ell as well as upstairs.

On the second floor west of the landing is a bedroom with a fireplace and bathroom. North of the stairway 
is a hallway leading to a washroom, office, and darkroom. The master bedroom is in the southeast corner 
of the second floor. This room is equipped with a fireplace, bathroom and walk-in closet. In the southwest 
corner is a sitting room with a fireplace. There is also a small room centered over the entry. 
Remodeling/renovation of the master bedroom, darkroom, washroom, and office has been completed. 
The west bedroom will be completely redone. The sitting room will undergo only minor changes.

The third floor has a bedroom and bathroom on the west side, a bedroom with two closets on the east 
side, and a closet in the middle on the south. This floor is completely modern and further renovations are 
not planned.

The unfinished basement consists of three large rooms, a wine cellar and a fireplace. Large wooden 
doors divide the rooms.

A wrought iron fence with ornate posts extends around the lawn area adjacent to the public sidewalks on 
Themis and Pacific. Neatly trimmed shrubbery is arrayed along the south edge of the house and a 
wooden privacy fence which encloses the west side yard. Trees and other evergreen bushes occupy the 
southeast and southwest corners of the lot. A landscaped garden with a brick patio, a fountain and 
additional bushes and trees is within the privacy area. A concrete drive is on the east side of the lot and a 
blacktop drive is on the north.

The Pott House occupies a typical town lot in an architecturally diverse residential neighborhood. Various 
forms and architectural styles are represented although the homes are spaced more or less similarly on 
their lots. A smaller house with Italianate affinities is three doors away but the Pott House is unsurpassed 
for the variety of stylistic elements displayed and for its level of integrity. No comparable Italianate 
properties of the Centered Gable subtype are extant in Cape Girardeau.

A circa 1920 photo depicting the west and south facades of the Pott House strongly supports the 
impression that its historic appearance is essentially intact. In circa 1920, trim was painted a dark color 
unlike today's universal white, but no other modifications are apparent.2

The presently white house will be painted a cream shade and the nonhistoric back vestibule will be 
removed but no significant changes to the exterior are planned. Despite interior changes dating from 
when the building was converted into offices at about the time of World War Two, the Pott House retains 
integrity to a significant degree, especially in its outward appearance. It is a noteworthy interpretation of 
the Italianate style in Cape Girardeau.

2Southeast Missourian Newspaper. Images of the Past In the Citv of Roses. Cape Girardeau, Missouri: Concord 
Publishing House, 1993, p.30.
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