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Figure 1. Chrietian County, M iseouri. Oza rk, Christian County Seat 

Figure 2. Ozark USGS Quad, 7.5 mln, T27N, R21W, Sections 22,223, 

24,25,26,27. Survey Area Indicated. 

Figure 3. 1912 Plat Map of Ozark, Mieeouri. Survey Area indicated. 

Enclosed: Map Showing Bulldings Inventoried, by Field Number. 

Building Inventories 
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south of the original. Historic structures and development patterns have been identified using 
historic plat maps of Ozark, Sanbom lnsurance maps, and the literature. The planned layout and 
development of the city are well illustrated by the extant historic structures and neighborhoods that 
are the subjects of this survey. 

The survey area encompasses ,the downtown square and neighborhoods radiating for several 
blocks in all directions from the square, including the Ozark Mill, spillway, and bridge located on the 
Finley River; and a Prohibition Era gambling "speakeasy." Other sites outside the core 
development area were considered for inclusion in the survey, but while many are architecturally 
significant, they were determined to represent developments separate and distinct from the context 
of the historic city center. These may be recorded as an addendum by the City at later time. 
Cemeteries were considered in the survey plan, but are not listed in the final because they are of 
local significance only, and do not merit national significance. 

Methodology 

Through the study of historical city development plans and field reconnaissance, 221 sites and 
structures initially were identified for survey and documentation, but 40 buildings or sites were 
deleted from the final list d l~e  to the loss of integrity. The survey was organized into two research 
components: archival and site investigation. The buildings identified in the initial field study were 
researched in the city and county archives, and in the literature. They were evaluated and then 
recorded on survey forms, which includes a photograph of each structure. The current 
photographic documentation was produced with small format photography. This documentation 
includes at least one black and white 5x7 print of each structure. Archival data were researched 
in the following resources: 

Tax Assessor records 
Sanbom Insurance Maps 
Ozark Plat Maps 
City and County records 

Christian County Historical Society Museum 
Christian County Library History Collection 
Literature 

Brief History of Ozark 

The city of Ozark is a typical development of pre-Civil War times in the rugged Ozark Mountain 
region. Its isolation from the larger and more prosperous towns of the Missouri and the Mississippi 
rivers suited the most independent of pioneers searching for available western land. These were 
hearty pioneers who migrated primarily from the states of Virginia, Tennessee, Ohio, and Kentucky. 
They settled along the Finley and James rivers and tributary creeks, preferring the rocky slopes and 
bottom lands to the grasslands of the Springfield Plateau nearby. There were at least two periods 
of major migration between the 1830s and the 1850s, and from the post Civil War period through 
the eady to mid-20th century. Before 1830, pioneer settling was sparse and few structural remains 
exist today. 

Ozark settlers primarily made their living by subsistence farming, cattle ranching, and marginal lead 
and zinc mining. The arrival of the Ozark branch of the St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad in 
1882 resulted in increased timber sales for some land owners. Because labor for timber harvesting 



1882 resulted in increased timber sales for some land owners. Because labor for timber harvesting 
was provided primarily by Swedish and lrish immigrants, boarding houses and hotels experienced 
a booming business during the construction years. It also meant the easy transport of goods in and 
out of Ozark. Ozark became a departure point for shipping livestock north, and at one time was the 
largest beef shipping point on the Frisco Railroad system. Later, large amounts of produce such 
as blackberries, strawberries, and canned tomatoes were distributed out of Ozark on the rail 
system. 

One industry unchanged by the arrival of the railroad was the freight wagon business. The rugged 
Ozark terrain made train travel slow. A wagon team could make the trek to Springfield in 
comparable time, and would bring you back in the same day. The train made only one trip per day 
from Springfield to Ozark. Those who traveled to Springfield on the train, were obligated to stay 
the night until the next day's train returned. 

Ozark was established in 1848 and became the seat of Christian County in 1859. Except the mill 
and associated businesses along the river, substantial construction in Ozark's center did not take 
place until after the end of the Civil War. The area around the Ozark Mill represents the first 
commercial district in Ozark. 

After the Civil War, mstrudion increased again, but it was not until the prosperity of the late 1890s 
that the substantial commercial district developed in downtown Ozark. This construction era 
continued through the early 1920s. Most of the structures that make up the current commercial 
downtown, including the Christian County courthouse were constructed during this period. Most 
of the buildings that make up the current residential neighborhoods in the downtown area were built 
between the 1890s and the 1930s. Another active historic building era was from post-World War 
Il through 1950. 

Mention must be made here about a well-known secret society of Ozark men, the Baldknobbers. 
This was an infamous group who, nonetheless, contributed to Ozark's history and significance. The 
Bald knobbers were a post-Civil War vigilante group that took on the cause to restore peace and 
proper behavior to the community by physically punishing-and always in the dark of night--those 
who the group believed to have behaved badly. They wrought punishment on those who allegedly 
mistreated wives, drank, cursed, or committed theft. The Baldknobbers were not mere criminals 
without strong family or community ties, but were well known citizens of Christian County who were 
determined to make the area a safe and decent place to live. Their actions, however, soon took 
on a more criminal element than those upon whom they administered punishment. Their reign of 
domestic terror culminated with the public hanging of three of its leaders on the Ozark Courthouse 
Square in 1889. Thousands traveled to this tiny Ozark town to witness the execution, including 
newspaper reporters from as far away as St. Louis and Kansas City. 

Survey Results 

The historic development of Ozark is based on subsistence farming in the early years, and 
eventually with livestock and agricultural farming associated with the convenience of railroad 
service. Much of Ozark's structural history is typical of a modest agriculturally based community, 
evident in buildings constructed between mid-1 860s and the late 1940s. It developed steadily after 
the end of the Civil War, benefitted economically, albeit briefly, with the arrival of the railroad, then 



decades have once again produced steady and substantial growth. An index of buildings follows 
the end of this report, organized by construction dates. 

The structural categories include the following: 

One hundred forty-six (1 46) residential dwellings; 

Twenty-two (22) oommtKcal buildings located primarily on or near the town square; 

Five (5) industnal buildings; 

Four (4) public buildings; 

Four (4) religious buildings. 

The author was hard pressed to find historic buildings possessing high degrees of historical 
integrity. Generally, if a historic building retained its massing, facade, and its physical elements 
(footprints) were basically intact, then it was considered a contributing structure to the historic street 
scape. Artificial siding represents the most serious and widespread integrity issue in historic Ozark. 
In fact, many buildings listed on the local Register of Historic Places are clad in artificial siding. In 
such cases, the author deferred to the local Commission's designations. There are some buildings 
with artificial siding that suffered greater degradation than others. Often, gable ends were 
embellished with design configurations using the new siding, and this was deemed an unacceptable 
violation of buildings' historical integrrty. 

National Register Evaluations 

There are at least four individual buildings eligible for National Register status, and they are as 
follows: 

Christian County Courthouse (Field No. 3-29.1), deemed eligible but never nominated; 
WPA Community Building (Field No. 3-23.1) on the southeast side of the square; 
WPA Public School building (Field No. 3-37.1) on North 4th Avenue; 
Riverside Inn, located two miles north of city center (Field No. 14-0.0.14); 
Ozark Mill (3-2.1), located on North 4th Street on the Finley River. 

There are some historic districts within the survey area that might be considered for local and 
national historic district nomination, and they are as follows: 

Ozark Courthouse Square, including buildings facing the courthouse; 
Farmer and Jackson streets, east from 3rd Street to North 4th Avenue; 
North 2nd Avenue, north from Hall Street to East Farmer Street; and, 
Neighborhood west of South 3nl Street incorporating West Walnut, West Elm, West Church 
to 9th Street, and North 6th and North 8th streets. 



Conclusion 

To make more effective use of historic resources, it is necessary to integrate preservation into 
community planning activities. This survey was designed to provide some needed information for 
more effective use of the community's resources. This survey will contribute to the preservation 
efforts of the Ozark community by providing city planners with a detailed listing and description of 
significant structures and potential historic districts. 

The Clty Historic Preservation Commission may use the survey data to increase public awareness, 
education, and for listing buildings or districts on the City Historic Register. The survey and 
inventory information will enhance the Commission's advisory role with the City Planning and 
Zoning Commission. Planning and Zoning will, in turn, have usable data for more informed and 
effective planning. The C i  Tourism Board and the Community Development Authorii will use the 
data to plan and develop Ozark's economic potential based on the most significant historic 
resources. 
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OZARK HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY 

176 

177 

178 

179 

180 

181 

ADDRESS 
EAST FARMER 201 

EAST ROBERTSON 604 

NORTH 3RD STREET 412 

SOUTH 2ND AVENUE 303-305 

SOUTH 3RD AVENUE 106 

NORTH 2ND STREET 121 

FIELD NO. ICONST DATE[ PARCEL, NO. 
3-40.9 11.06.23.003.040.009 

1-6.4 tW 11.07.26.001.006.004 

3-39.4 11.06.23.003.039.004 

2-24.2 11.0'7.26.002.024.002 

3-34.3 fm 11.06.23.003.034.003 

3-15.1 9w , 11.06.23.003.Ol5.0Ol 

BUILDING OWNERS 

SANDRA INGENTHRON 

SHARON RYSTED 

HANKS HOME CENTER 

TIMOTHY B LESLIE KILPATRICK 

CLEARBROOK LAND CO. 

JOHN B JANE HARPOLE 


