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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Originally, the Moselle Iron Furnace was a cold-blast iron smelter, 

operated by a steam engine. This early 19th century iron works 

probably consisted of a charcoal house, a casting house and an 

engine house.

In 1867-1874, the furnace was converted from cold blast to hot-blast. 

The stack was raised to 34 feet, a brick and iron hot-blast oven was 

erected and the machinery was remolded. (Goodspeed's, History of 

Franklin...County, 1888, p. 210). Three boilers were added for the 

production of the hot-blast, each was three feet in diameter and 40 

feet long (Mines, Metals, and Arts, October 8, 1874, p.243). The 

Moselle Iron Company owned 9,000 acres of timber land surrounding 

the iron works. The company also own^d twenty-six log and frame 

houses which were occupied by the 350 employees of the works. (Mines, 

Metals, and Arts, October 8, 1874, p. 243).

The Furnace stack, constructed of cut stone blocks, is the only 

remaining evidence of the iron works. The stack is 31 feet high, 

with iron brace supports in the openings at the base. There are 

three openings, one on the east, west, and north sides. The open 

ings on the east and west sides are for the introduction of the 

hot-blast, while the north side opening allows for the molten iron 

run-off. The furnace stack, which faces north, is built with its 

back to a bluff of the same height. There is evidence of railroad 

spur tracks on the top of the bluff. These tracks were used to 

transport the raw materials necessary for the iron process to the 

top of the furnace.

Iron ore for the furnace operation was hauled to the site from 

Iron Hill Bank,located in Section 17, Township 42N, Range IE, 

about four miles west of the furnace. Some ore was mined from 

ore banks in the vicinity of the furnace.

Presently the furnace stack is within the Hillcrest Park, a pri 

vately owned picnic area, surrounded by camp houses.
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