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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Missouri Valley Trust Company Historic District is a remnant of the
early commercial area of St. Joseph, Missouri. It is on the periphery of
the area that was set aside in the criginal plan of the town by the proprie-
tor, Joseph Robidoux IV, on July 26, 1843, to be the center of commercial
activity. The early center of commercial activity is the Market Square
area which has now been totally demolished leaving only the early "fringe"
development which is included within the adjusted National Register boundary.

The commercial area was the seat of business activity generated by the
western migration in which St. Joseph had a significant role. St. Joseph
was a major transition point for travelers coming from the east by steamboat
who outfitted covered wagons at that point for the more hazardous trip across
the plains. This traffic assumed great proportions after the discovery of
gold in California, and it was estimated that in the year 1850, when the
permanent population of St. Joseph was recorded as 3,460, some 50,000 emi~-
grants wgnt through St. Joseph--approximately half the number for the entire
country.

In this business district were already located some of the banks that were
in operation in St. Joseph at this time, including the Bank of the State of
Missouri at the southeast corner of Felix and Fourth streets, a building now
occupied by the Missouri Valley Trust Company. This building has been con-
tinuously occupied by banking houses since its erection in 1859-1860. It is
believed to be the oldest such building west of the Mississippi.3

The trust company now occupying the building is also the oldest trust com-

pany in St4 Joseph, being chartered in March, 1889, with John. J. Tootle as
president.

The Bank of the State of Missouri in St. Joseph was organized in 1859.
Robert W. Donnell, a prosperous wholesale merchant, was the president with
A. M. Saxon as cashier. At this time the building located at Felix and
Fourth Streets was constructed at the cost of about $25,000.2 The Pfeiffer
btone Company of St. Joseph was commissioned to do the stone work.

In Februqry, 1866, the bank was re-organized, and the firm joined the natio-
nal pank1ng system under the name of State National Bank. L. M. Lawson was
president, A. M. Saxton, cashier, and C. B. France, assistant cashier.
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1. #1
MISSOURI VALLEY TRUST COMPANY HISTORIC DISTRICT

The name of this historic district, a National Register entry, is being
changed from "Market Square Historic District" to "Missouri Valley Trust
Company Historic District" because the Market Square which was the dominant
feature of the former district was totally demolished by the Land Clearance
for Redevelopment Authority of St. Joseph, Missouri, in December, 1973.

Of the one-quarter block of historically important structures surviving from
the original Market Square Historic District, the Missouri Valley Trust
Company is the dominant feature. Therefore the name of this building is
appropriately taken to describe the revised district.
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4. #1

MISSOURI VALLEY TRUST COMPANY HISTORIC DISTRICT

2. Missouri Valley Trust Company
Corner Fourth and Felix streets
St. Joseph, Missouri 64501 Code: 29

3. Robert Lorenz
Hall Abstract Company
412 and 414 Felix Street
St. Joseph, Missouri 64501 Code: 29
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6. #l

MISSOURI VALLEY TRUST COMPANY HISTORIC DISTRICT

2. Missouri State Historical Survey (State)
1971-1974
Department of Natural Resources
P. 0. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 Code: 29
3. The Architecture of Saint Joseph (Local)
1974 (published)
Albrecht Art Museum
St. Joseph, Missouri 64506 Code: 29
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7. #1

MISSOURI VALLEY TRUST COMPANY HISTORIC DISTRICT

The Missouri Valley Trust Company continues to function as a trust company
under a permanent charter. In 1949 its checking and savings accounts were
placed with the Tootle-Lacy Bank, now the American National Bank. The Musi-
cian's Association Local Number 50 has occupied the second floor of the trust
company for forty years. Goldsberry's has occupied 410 Felix for twenty-eight
years.

FOOTNOTES
1. Chris L. Rutt, (ed.), History of Buchanan County and the City of St. Joseph

and Representative Citizens (Chicago,I11inois: Biographical Publishing
Company, 1904), pp. 357-358.

2. Based on personal correspondence between Mrs. Mary L. Boder (member of the
St. Joseph Historical Society and owner of three buildings included in the
historic district) and the State Historical Survey and Planning Office,
September 3, 1974.
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MISSOURI VALLEY TRUST COMPANY HISTORIC DISTRICT

The bank relinquished its national charter in 1871 becoming the State Savings
Bank, A. M., Saxton was now presidnnt and C. B. France, cashier.

By May, 1881, Saxton had withdrawn from the corporation. C. B. France was
elected president, R. L. McDonald was chosen vice-president, and E. Lindsay
cashier. The bank had a capital of $100,000 and surplus of $75,000. The
bank retained its state charter until 1890 when it was again made a national
bank.

In 1899, the Missouri Valley Trust Company took over the building. The trust
company is still in operation today.

Joseph Pfeiffer

Joseph Pfeiffer was a stone cutter and ornamental carver born in Bingen, in
Hohenzollern, Sigmaringen, Germany, in 1817. In his education at the Royal
Polytechnicum in Munich he studied the science of architecture and construction
passing the government examination with honors and becoming a master builder.
In 1849 ge came to the United States and worked in New York, Philadelphia, and
Chicago.® Later, in 1860 he and his family were traveling to Grand Isiand,
Nebraska, with a stop-over at St. Joseph, when design problems confronted in
he construction of the Bank of the State of Missouri building were brought

o his attention._ He solved the problems and was given the cut-stone contract
or the building.’/ Thus precipitated the family's settlement in St. Joseph
for many years afterward and the establishment of a successful stone cutting
business, the Pfeiffer Stone Company, in which his son and grandson succeeded
him.

Pfeiffer's name is associated with numerous buildings in St. Joseph and the
midwest including the 1904 Arkansas State Capitol Building, Little Rock,
Arkansas.8

The survey of Missouri's sites of historical and architectural significance is
based on the selection of sites as they relate to the theme studies outlined in
Missouri's State Historic Preservation Plan. Accordingly the Missouri Valley
Trust Company Historic District is being nominated to the National Register
because of its relatedness to the following themes of Missouri: History,
\rchitecture, Economics and Exploration and Settlement.

GPO 921.724
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FOOTNOTES

Atlas of the City of St. Joseph (St. Joseph, Missouri: William H. Floyd
& Co., 1884), p. 5. For a more detailed exposition of the history of St.
Joseph cf. the National Register Inventory-Nomination form for Market
Square Historic District which should now be considered a part of the file
for this revised entry.

Charles van Ravenswaay (ed.), Missouri: A Guide to the "Show Me" State
(New York: Duell, Sloan, and Pearce, 1941), p. 236.

Dorothy J. Caldwell (ed.), Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue (Columbia,
Missouri: State Historical Society of Missouri, 1963), p. 15.

Roy Coy (ed.), Museum Graphic (St. Joseph, Missouri: St. Joseph Museum,
Winter, 1959), p. 5.

History of Buchanan County, Missouri (St. Joseph, Missouri: Union Histor-
ical Co., 1881), p. 621.

Ibid., pp. 855-856.

J. A. Pfeiffer, grandson, Miss Agatha Pfeiffer, granddaughter, and Mrs. ,
Janet Peters, great-grand-niece, "Unwritten History of the Pfeiffer family,
n.d., received by State Historical Survey and Planning Office from Mrs.
Mary L. Boder, St. Joseph, Missouri, ca. 1971.

Chris L. Rutt (ed.), History of Buchanan County and the City of St. Joseph
and Representative Citizens (Chicago, I1Tinois: Biographical Publishing
Company, 1904), pp. 357-358.

GPO 921.724
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4. Coy, Roy (ed.). Museum Graphic. St. Joseph, Missouri: St. Joseph
Museum, Winter, 1959,

5. History of Buchanan County, Missouri. St. Joseph, Missouri: Union
Historical Co., 188T.

6. Pfeiffer, J. A., Miss Agatha Pfeiffer and Mrs. Janet Peters. "Unwritten
History of the Pfeiffer family." Unpublished typescript submitted by
Mary L. Boder, ca. 1971.

7. Rutt, Chris L. (ed.). History of Buchanan County and the City of St.
Joseph and Representative Citizens. Chicago, ITTinois: Biographical
Publishing Company, 1904.

8. van Ravenswaay, Charles (ed.), Missouri: A Guide to the "Show Me" State.
New York: Duell, Sloan, and Pearce, 1941.
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Photo Log:

Name of Property: Missouri Valley Trust Company Historic District

City or Vicinity: St. Joseph

County: Buchanan County State: MO
Photographer: Albrecht Art Museum

Date

Photographed: 1973

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

1 of 1. View from NW to SE.






