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COMMON:

Mark Twain Birthunlace Cabin

[

AND/OR HISTORIC:

{2, LOCATION.

STREET AND NUMB BRI

Section 3, Tovmship 54N, Range 8W

CiTY OR TOWN:

Mark Twain State Park, + mile south of Florida on State Highwavy 107

Scientific

STATE cobe [COUNTY: cooE
i VMissouri 62583 2L Monroe 137
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({Check One) . OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
Distriect  [J Building X] Publie BZ | Public Acquisition: Qccupied [ Yes:
Site 3 Structure 7] | Private O in Process )  jUnoceupied fr}] Restricted L]
Object [ Both O Being Considered [0 |Proservation work Unrestricted ]
in progress [l Nos |
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F4; OWNER OF PROPERTY . ..o

OWNERS MNAME:

State of Missouri

STREET ano wumBsER: Mis5ouri State Park Board
P.0. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building

CITY OR TOWMN:

Jefferson City

STATE:

Missouri 65101
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STREET AND NUMBER:
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SITY OR TOWN:
Paris

STATE

Missouri 62575

CODE

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

Iess than one,
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EPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS .. .

20JUOL

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue

FALNODIOD

545

DATE OF SURVEY: 1963

Federal [7]

State

County (7]

Local [

DEPOSITORY FOR BURVEY RECORDS:

i State Historical Spciety of Missouri
STREET AND NUMBER: -

CITY OR TOWN:

L. Columbia

L— . _Corner, Hitt and Towry streets

STATE:
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Y AR

CODE

HIGWON AHLMNI
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[7: PESCRIPTION <~

(Check One)
CONDITION :
Excelient [J Good {X] Fair (7] Deteriorated [ Ruins [ Unexposed [7]
(Check Onc) (Check One)
INTEGRITY
Altered fr] Unaltered [ Moved fy] Original Site [

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

Two-room frame cabin, constructed of native red cak clavboard
siding, with log sills, studs and joists. Original pine floor,
Central doorway (east facade) is flanked by one window on each
side, Two windows on rear (west) side. Windows have six over
six light sash. Shake roofing,

Cabin has one brick firenlace in the larger room {to the right
when facing the cabin). The anproximate exterior dimensions

of the cabin are: 16 feet in depth and 28 feet in widih. (Mr.
Raloh Gregory, Curator, Mark Twain Birthplace Memorial Shrine.)

Birthrvlace cabin and the loecglly initiated Mark Twain Park,
were donated to the State of Missouri in 1925.

Cabin originally located % mile north of vresent site to which it
was moved in 1930, Mark Twain Birthplace Memorial 3hrine was

built in 1959-1960 to house the cabin beneath a modern hyverbolic
paraboloid roof for humidity and temperature contrel, The Shrine
contains a museum, conference rocms, library and research facilities,
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

{GNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriaie}

Pre.Colymbian {} 16th Century [ 18th Century (] 20th Century [:]
15th Century = [ 17th Century [T} 19th Century £} )
SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known} 1835‘1839
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Aboriginal Education O Political 1 Urbon Planning ]
Prehistoric O Engineering [ Religion/Phi- Other (Speclfy) (]
Historic O Industry O lesophy (I}
Agriculture [ Invention O Science O
Art O Landscape Seulpture 0
Commerce [} Architecture [] Seocial/Human-
Communications [ Literature X1 itarian |
Conservation M Military 1 Theater a
"Music O Transportotion {7}

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Evants, Ete.}

Samuel Langhorne Clemens, one of Amsrica's most widely known
humorists and literary artists, was born in this two-room
cabin on November 30, 1835, Clemens lived in the Florida
area until November 1839 when his family moved to Hannibal,
Missouri, :

Clemens' life in the river town of Hannibal provided him with
colorful settings and characters for his world-famous novels:
The Adventures of Tom Sawver, Huckleberrv Finn, and Life on
the Mississioni,

Yhile working as a reporter for the Virginia Citv Territorial
Enterorise, Samuel Clemens is presumed to have first used the

?en name of "Mark Twain", a river term meaning two fathoms
12 feet). ’ )
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E AND TITLE:

Martha L. Kusiak, Research Historian

orcanizaTion State Historical Survey and Planning Office

DATE

Anril 10,1969

Missouri State Park Board

STREET

AND NUMBER:

P.0., Box 176, 120k Jefferson Building

CITY OR TOWN:

Jeffers
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STATE

CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1866 {Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
tevel of significance of this nomination is:

9 State Local [

MNational

Name

Joseph Jaeger Jr.
Title “J.]:BGth Missouri State Park

Board, and Missouri State Liaison

Officer
Date_

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date
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Keeper of The National Register
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U.5.0.8, 15 Quadrangle Map
"Florida" (1945) Scale 1:62
Mark Twain Birthplace Cabin
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