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1. Name of Property

historic name Lower Parker School
other names/site number HS-233; District =?73 School

2. Location Ozark National Scenic Rivervavs
street & number j not for publication

city, town Salem ) vicinity

state Missouri code MO county Dent code 065 zip code 65560

3. Classification

Ownership of Property 

[~1 private 

I ] public-local 

I I public-State 

fx"! public-Federal
4

Category of Property 

I Ibuilding(s) 

fx~) district 

CUsite 

I | structure 

I | object

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1 buildings
3

4

sites

structures

objects

Total

Narrje of related multipleprooerty listing:. 
Missouri OzarKs Rural Scncfols

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 0_____

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

LJ nomination I I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property CH meets LJdoes not meet the National Register criteria. LJSee continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In myppinion, tha^roperty [xjmeejs LJdoes not meet the National

Signature of commenting or other official Deputy State Historic

Register criteria. LJ See continuatioijustieet.

Preservation Officer Qate

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

d] entered in the National Register. 

_I_[See continuation sheet. 

Undetermined eligible for the National

Register. Qsee continuation sheet. 

Q]determined not eligible for the

National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 

HI]other, (explain:) _____________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use________________
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Education/school
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Vacant/not in use

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Other/vernacular

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete____________

walls _ weatherboard

roof _ 

other.

tin

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Lower Parker School is located in section 29, Current 
Township, Dent County in southeast Missouri. It is a few miles 
down the Current River from Montauk, southwest of Jadwin, and near 
the old town of Cedar Grove. The school takes its name from Parker 
Hollow, the long valley in which it is located, and it formerly had 
a sister school, Upper Parker. 1 A country road which turns left 
off County YY runs past Lower Parker near the juncture of Parker 
Branch, the Current River, and Brushy Hollow Road, another dirt 
road. The schoolhouse is about 700 feet north of the river, on 
high, flat ground. Currently, there are no other structures within 
sight of the Lower Parker district.

Located in the Courtois Hills, the Current River is surrounded 
by one of the most rugged landscapes in the Missouri Ozarks. The 
river region is composed of high ridges, cut through by springs and 
creeks which have created deep valleys and hollows such as that in 
which Lower Parker is located. Schafer Spring, which is called 
Parker Branch as it flows into the Current, is the significant 
spring in the area. Several smaller springs also contribute to the 
Current there. Parker Hollow is one of forty similar broad valleys 
in Dent and Shannon Counties near Lower Parker School. The native 
forest was a combination of oak and hickory hardwoods, interspersed 
with pine. 2

Lower Parker is a medium-sized, white frame schoolhouse, about 
500 square feet. It was constructed in 1905 or 1906, and came into 
use in 1906 or by 1907 at the latest. It is a basic rectangular, 
front-gabled block. There is one entrance, a double door on the

1 Parker Hollow was named for an early pioneer. Lower Parker 
is south of Upper Parker School near the Current River. Upper 
Parker School is extant but has been converted into a private home.

2Milton D. Rafferty, The Ozarks Land and Life (Norman: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1980) ,16.

xjSee continuation sheet
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south end. The entrance is protected by a gabled overhang and 
porch, minutely off-center of the main gable. The foundation, the 
porch stairs, and the face of the porch are poured concrete. A 
layer of concrete mortar was used over the porch facing, probably 
in the 1920s. There are six windows, three each located on the 
east and west sides. The windows are four-over-four and double- 
hung. There is a red brick chimney supported by a frame adapted 
as a bookcase on the north wall, and two blackboards flank the 
bookcase. A pot-bellied stove formerly stood near the center of the 
room, and the pipe for it ran across the ceiling to the chimney. 
The chimney bricks probably were made locally, although they are 
milled. The exterior of Lower Parker is clapboard siding painted 
white. The interior walls are also white, although this minor 
change probably was made after the period of significance. The 
interior walls are composed of vertical boards of variable width. 
The floors, composed of milled boards, have never been painted but 
rather are oiled, and there lingers in the building the odor of 
this oil. The building was electrified under rural electrification 
during its period of significance, and it is wired for four ceiling 
light sockets. With the exceptions of electrification, the mortar 
facing on the porch, and routine maintenance, the school remains 
as it was built in 1906.

Across the country road from the schoolhouse and south toward 
the Current River are two privies, the girls' to the northwest, and 
the boys' toward the southeast. The girls' privy is a one-holer, 
with concrete foundation and shed frame construction. The 
structure is in poor condition with only the roof and siding on the 
east side still covering the frame. All that remains of the boys' 
privy is the concrete foundation and vault. The privies were built 
in the 1920s. Prior to that, Lower Parker had no toilet 
facilities. 3 Photographs from Lower Parker School from about two 
decades ago indicate that the privies had wooden privacy screens 
which were attached to each privy on either side of the doors. 
There is no evidence of these screens now. Despite their ruined 
condition, the privies are included as contributing sites because 
of their potential archeological value.

3Orin Davis Interview, by the author, June 16, 1990; tape at 
Midwest Region, National Park Service, Omaha, Nebraska.
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Lower Parker School, Ozark National Scenic Riverway
Dent County, Missouri

Donald L. Stevens, Jr.

June 5, 1990

Midwest Region, Cultural Resources Management, National Park Service
Front end of school, facing northwest



Lower Parker School, Ozark National Scenic Riverways

Dent County, Missouri

Donald L. Stevens, Jr.

June 5, 1990
Midwest Region, Cultural Resources Management, National Park Service

West side of school, facing east northeast



Lower Parker School, Ozark National Scenic Riverways
Dent County, Missouri

Donald L. Stevens, Jr.

June 5, 1990

Midwest Region, Cultural Resources Management, National Park Service
Interior of school, facing west side



Lower Parker School, Ozark National Scenic Riverways

Dent County, Missouri

Donald L. Stevens, Jr.

June 5, 1990

Midwest Region, Culutural Resources Management, National Park Service

Steps and foundation front porch of school



Lower Parker School, Ozark National Scenic Riverways
Dent County, Missouri

Donald L. Stevens, Jr.

June 5, 1990

Girls privy, facing south
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