
The Laclede County Jail was demolished in August, 2021 by the County, and the County contacted the 

SHPO with the request to have it removed from the National Register of Historic Places.   

 

The request was forwarded to the Keeper of the National Register, and determination was made:  

MISSOURI, LACLEDE COUNTY,  

Laclede County Jail,  

Adams and 3rd Sts.,  

Lebanon, OT80002372,  

REMOVED, 2/4/2022  

 

The nomination has been retained online for educational purposes 
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lfJ DESCRIPTION 
_EXCELLENT _GOOD X_FAIR 

CONDITION _DETERIORATED _RUINS _UNEXPOSED 
CHECK ONE _UNALTERED .XALTERED 

CHECK ONE XORIGJNALSITE _MOVED OAT�--
------ ----=-- ------------ --- -----------------------------

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

ihe Laclede C11u11ty Jail faces southwest from its setting on the southwest corner of the 
-.c,u:·t 1:o,Jse squa:·-2 in LE·banon, 1·1issouri. The building is two stories, of brick construction 
.·,.:stin-� on a rul1ble foundation, cupoe.-1 by a low pitched intersecting asphalt shingle hip 
•

0;of, a�c' is T--,.�,aped. The south win1J of the T is 20 X 41' and dates from 1876, while 
.i,e north w:nq rE:as�ring 19 X 42' was added in 1913 as living quarters for the sheriff. 
i'.,is addition naintains continuity in fonn and material with the original portion of the 
:•1ilding. 

'.lthough the sh�llow hip roof with projecting eaves and the tall slender segmentally 
, rched windows !;uggests affinities with the Italianate style, the building has the basic 
:ii1plicity of vernacular architecture. 

ecorative elc�ents are minimal and consist of corbelling In the frieze, regular division 
, f the bays of the building by means of a slightly recessed wall surface divided by 
1ertical pilastr•rs. The double hung windows are all two-over-two light with segmental 
.rches, of eitl1er one or two header courses, and cutstone (original wing) or brick 
:addit-ion) luo,s'.lls painted white. The primary entrance door of the original wing reached 
· ·: cutstone steps foatures a biirred transom. Openinqs are covered with steel bars, 
;apped ',-;ith decorative s�ear points on the original wing, supplemented in places by wire 
· csh. 

:nside, the oricina·1 wing of the building contains one cell (-Jior women) on the first 
fleer, while the second floor is partioned into steel cells which reUin original cots 
. nd wood heat in, stove. The addition served as 1 iving quarters for the sheriff with 
· orches and living and dining rooms on the first floor. Beneath the dining room is a 
'2' X 14' cellar. On the second floor are two bedrooms and a bath. 

,he building has received few major alterations since the wing added in 1913, except for 
Lhe enclosing ot· the porches, construction of new ceilings and the addition of plumbing 
,nd electricity. 

SITE 

·:11e Lac 1 ede County ,la il occupies the southwest corner of the Courthouse square. Al so on 
I.he square, but not being nominated, are the Courthouse, a Depression Modern style building, 
,n annex and a �etal utility shed. 

PRESENT STATUS 

i.lthough the building is in need of repairs, it is structurally sound, and is maintained 
i,y the Laclede County Historical Society which uses the facility as a museum. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Laclede County Jail is significant as one of the oldest buildings in the south central 
iiissouri tm1·1;, of [_ebanon, Missouri, for its associations with colorful incidents in the 
law Einforce�,ent h:story of Laclede County, and as a regional example of adaptive reuse. 

,I, 
'!• 

Lebar,nn v1as incorporated in 105:l but because in 1869, the Frisco Railroad bypassed the 
town, it becarre necessary to abandon what the notable reqional writer Harold Bell Wright 
c'.�scr-ibed as a beautiful and wel l drained site, move the town a mile and stretch themselves 
cut along "the mud flat on either side of the sacred right-of-way" (Shoemaker: pp. 1889-
1:390; \!right: p. 4; Gleason: p. 48). 

Tvm prior jails had been l ocated in the original town: the first of log construction was 
Guil t in 1851 and burned in 1857, the second succumbed to flames during the Civil War. 
The erection of thfrd jail , presently under consideration, awaited the resolution of a 
decaC:e long controversy over �'hl'ther or not to relocate the county seat in the new town 
or keep it in the old one. It took a clause in the new Missouri Constitution of 1875 
to make the n:ove possible, after which the next order of business became the construction 
cf a new jail and accordingly the county ordered J. Pauly and his brother to build the 
third Laclede County ,Jail which v1as accomplished for the sum of $4,000 and completed on 
September 6, 1876. (Gleason: p. 50; Nyberg: p. 92; History: p. 40; Records: 
Se[Jtember 6, 1876). 

Subsequent to that time, the Jail was the scene of Laclede County's one and only public 
hanging on March 4, 1880 (Nyberg: p. 94), and of one other colorful crime containing 
the ingredients of which l egends are spun: a murder, a daring escape, abetted by a young 
girl, of the murderer the day before his scheduled hanging, the birth of twins, subsequent 
recapture, retrial and acquittal , and an eventual sentence in the State Penitentiary 
for horse stealing (Nyberg: p. 92). 

In 1955, Lacl ede County constructed a new Jail, and at this time the Lacl ede County 
Historical Society interceded to prevent the ol d Jail's demolition, and to provide it 
·::ith a viable new function as a museum to house for al l to view the mementos of Laclede 
County's interesting history. 



0MAJOR Ill[BLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
l. Gleason, Ft�nces Ethel . The First f!undred Years. Lebanon , Mo. : Lebanon 

Publishing Com?any ,  1 949 .  

2 .  H istorv of Lac lede· , Camden , Dal las, Hebster , Hri_ght, Texas, Pulaski ,  Phelps, and 
D2nt CountfE�� Missouri. Chicaqo : Goodspeed Publishing Company , 1 974-. ·-----·---·----------------------------[[IJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF tWMI NATED PROPERTY �14 acres 
ou AoRAN G L E  NAME: 

0 Le,bano�n�,�M=o�,_" _ __ _ __ _ 
U TM R E F E f<EhlCE$ 

QUADRANGLE SCALE l : 24,000 
A l.L.!J  [.5J.2.1..9.l5..u:.JJJJ Lu.li:u ol ,; , a I a I e l.,_J  I I I I I I I I I I 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 
C Li_j I I I .i.J I I I D W I I I I I I I 
EW I I I I F W  I I I I I I I I 
GW I ' I I I H W  I I I I '  I 

VERBAL BOUl,DARY DESCRIPTION 
The Lacl ede Co1mty Jail is situa ted on the southwesterly 100 feet of Lots 9-ll, Block ll 
qf the f ir st  0.ii ilnad /\ddition , a subdi vision of the City of Lebanon, Lacl ede County, Mo. 

LIST Acl. STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAM E. /  TITLE 

l . Laun a ,)Qru!:i.,_ll.isl.o.ric.a.L.£..cree:.s>Je'"ru1,..,_,aut,-JiLL□u.0LlJDLLfllflli cc eta.r"----------::=c----------oRGAN 1zA 11 oN DATE 
Lake· of th1:.Jlz.,wks Co110ciJ of I ocaJ Governments STREET & NUMBEF: Eebrua ry 22, J gzg TELEPHONE 
P. O .  Box 7B6 

CITY OR TOWN 
3]4/346-5616 STATE 

Camdenton Mj ssouri 65D2D l!iSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITH IN  THE STATE IS: 

NATIONA L _  STATE__ LOCAL_X_ 
As the designated State H istoric Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1 966 (Public Law 89�665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 
TITLE Di rector, Department of Natural Resources and DATE 

Stite f'istoric Preservation Offic r 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CtRllFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS IN,C�lJDED IN  THE NATIONA� REGISTER 
DATE 

ATTEST: KEEPER 01= THE NATIONAL REGISTEft 
DATE 

OIIEF OF ltEGISTRATION -------.--........---• ........... ___ 



FHR-8- 3 0 0A ( 1 1/78) 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTER IOR 

HER I TAGE CONSERVATI ON AND RECREATI ON SERV I CE NATIONAL )REGISTER OF lilSTORIC PLACES I!',TVF.N'TORY -- NOMINATION FORM 
LACLEDE C OUNTY JA I L  

CO NTI N U ATION 5HEET I TEM NUMBER 6 PAGE 

2. rli ssouri Hi storic  Si tes Cata l oaue 
1963 
The S·;ate H istorical  Soci ety of fli ssouri 
Col umbi a ,  M is souri 65201 

M i s souri St.ate Hi storica l  Survey 
1979 
Deoar·:ment of l latura·1 Resources 
P . O .  \',ox 1 76 
J efferson City,  '·l i ssouri G5102 

state 

state 

nm NUMBER 9 PAGE 1 

3 .  La c l ,211 ,2 C•Junty Court Reco rd . Lacl ede County Courthouse,  1876-1 913. 

-1 . 11,,berrJ , L c!o .  A H i s to ry of Lacl ede County .  Lebanon , Mo . :  Rusti c  Pri nters , 
1926 . 

5 .  \·!r i ght ,  l larol d !Jel l .  The Cal l i ng of Dan �lat.t hews . New York:  Grosset & Dun l a p ,  
1966. 

ITEM NUMBER 1 1  PAGE 1 

2 .  James M .  Jenny, Sect ion Ch ief ,  Nominations-Survey 
and State Contact Person 

· 
July 1 0, 1 979 

Department of Natural Resources 
Office of H i s tori c Preservat i on 3 14/751 •4096 
P . O .  Box 176 
Jefferson C i ty Mi ssouri 651 02 



. . . .  . . . . 

r--- - - - - - - --- --....-- __ - -

I ' , . . 
! . .. ;,; A H1)!l; 

-- �th 

·- 1M 

• 

· · · · · · · · -
. .  • "' '  .r 

. ., 
.... 

0 
. ·. - · •  

WT 

.. 
.,. 

.. 
'v'iater 

• r c·-,i<. 

/' 
,,,,•. 

• - - - - - - - - / .  

• 

·· ·. 

Pk 
·• • 'v'iT 

: . . . . 

. . . -. 

' 
12.)'9

1 

,. 

• lr- · i :_"': 

LE TIAN OJ,( 

• •  

I I 
.,, LACLEDE COUNTY JAIL 

Lebanon , Mi s souri 

U . S . G . S .  7 . 5 '  
" Lebanon , Mo . "  
Sca l e :  l : 24 ,000 

·.,,; d/;f 1 /  ,::·- . . :: l UTM REFERENCES : 
; : " l 5/52953 0/41 70500 

I Jj4 

-



SITE PLAN MAP 
LACLEDE COUNTY MUSEUM 
LEBANON , MISSOURI 

AND 

J �"J L_J L_J 

- TO HWY 64 

U) 
1-
U) 

WASHINGTON A VE 

ADAMS AV E 

JEFFERSON 

1-
U) 

MADISON 

A VE 

A VE i n I I 
I I 

FORMER 

LJ 

I- I-
(/) (/) 

s:: .. 
,:- I') 

I ! 
I I 

i I 
I 
I 

JAIL 
� 

NOT TO SCALE' 
�COUNTY LIBRARY 

� LJ L  ' 
COUNTY COURT 111) HOUCV 

lLACLEDE COUNTY MUSEUM 

J, &/CARE POST OFFIC9 PHARMACY LAWYER'S OFFICE 

TO INTERSTATE 44 --.. 
X-4S' HJ STORICAL I- ... I DIRECTIONAL 

SIGN Vi (/) I 
;: 
(\I 

2 
! ! n·, � I  I I 

! � !  
I I 0 1  
I I 1 u I ' 



r 

FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
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LACLEDE COUNTY JAIL  
COUNTY : 
LOCATION : 
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ADDRESS : 
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DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER:  
DATE CERT I F I CATE AWARDED 

(AND PRESENTOR ) :  
DATE F ILE  REV I EWED : 

Lacl ede 
Lebanon 
Lac l ede County 
Lac l ede County Courthouse 
Lebanon , Mo . 
7-20-79 
1 -23-80 
1 -29-80 
March 27 , 1 980 

#41 9  
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LACLEDE CO UNTY MU S E U M  Le banon, Miss ouri 
P ho t o g ra p h er :  Tom Ch es ser Aug ust, 1 9 7 8 
L ake o f the Ozarks C o u n ci l  o f  L o cal Gove r nm e n ts P . O . Box 7 86 
C a md e nt o n , M i ss o u ri 6 5 0 2 0  

N o rt h  v i e w  o f  t h e  b u i l di n g 
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LACLEDE COUNTY MUSEUM 
Lebanon, Mi ssouri Photographer: Tom Chesser 

August ,  1978 
Lake of the Ozarks Counci l of 

Local Governments 
P . O .  Box 786 Camdenton , Mi ssouri 65020 

East  view of the bui l ding 
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LACLEDE COUNTY MUSEUM 
Lebanon , Missouri 
Photographer : Tom Chesser August, 1978 
Lake of the Ozarks Counci l of 

Local Governments 
P . O .  Box 786 
Camdenton , Mi ssouri 65020 

South vi ew 
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LACLEDE COUNTY JAIL 
Lebanon , Mi ssouri 
Photographer :  Tom Chesser August, 1978 Lake of the Ozarks Counci l  of 

Local Governments P . O .  Box 786 
Camdenton , Mi ssouri 65020 
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Door l eading i nto jai l portion of the 
museum 
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LACLEDE COUNTY JAIL 
Lebanon ,  Mi ssouri 
Photographer : Tom Chesser 

August, 1978 Lake of the Ozarks Counci l of 
Local Governments P . O .  Box 786 

Camdenton, Mi ssouri 65020 

Stai rs l eadi ng into cel lar under 
ki tchen 
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LACLEDE COUNTY MUSEUM 
Lebanon, Mi ssouri 
Photographer : Tom Chesser August ,  1978 
Lake of the Ozarks Counci l  of 

Local Governments 
P . O .  Box 786 
Camdenton , Mi ssouri 65020 

Men ' s  cel l s  on second fl oor 
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LACLEDE COUNTY MUSEUM 
Lebanon, Mi ssouri 
Photographer : Tom Chesser August, 1978 
Lake of the Ozarks Counci l of 

Local Governments 
P . O .  Box 786 
Camdenton, Mi ssouri 65020 
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One of the ori gi nal cots i n  the men ' s  
cel l  on second floor 
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