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1. Name of Property

historic name Jefferson Female Seminary

other names/site number Jefferson Female College
2. Location

Street & number 416 and 420 East State Street____________________ [n/a] not for publication 

city or town Jefferson City______________________________ [n/a] vicinity

state Missouri code MO county Cole code 051 zip code 65101 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this
f x 1 nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my
opinion, the property [x 1 meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered
significant I ] nationally f ] statewide [ x ] locally.
(See continuation sheet for additional commopAeM.)

______  . . . i f dKfJL f-T^ -r£^uT"3'Y <JLejU~**r 
Signature of certifying official/Title Claire F: Blackwell/Deputy SHPO Dat^ " " A

MissouriDepartment of Natural Resources__________________________ 
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. 
(See continuation sheet for additional comments [ ].)

Signature of certifying official/Title

State or Federal agency and oureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date

[ ] entered in the National Register ______________________
See continuation sheet [ ]. 

[ ] determined eligible for the ______________________
National Register
See continuation sheet [ ]. 

[ ] determined not eligible for the ______________________
National Register. 

[ ] removed from the ______________________
National Register 

[ ] other, explain ______________________
See continuation sheet [ ].
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S.CIassification

Ownership of Property

[X] private 
[ ] public-local 
[ ] public-State 
[ ] public-Federal

Category of Property

[X] building(s) 
[ ] district 
[ jsite 
[ ] structure 
[ ] object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

3

0

0

0

3

1

0

0

0

1

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing.

N/A______________

Number of contributing resources 
previously listed in the National 
Register.

N/A______________

6. Function or Use

Historic Function
EDUCATlQN/school
EDUCATION/education related housing

Current Functions
VACANT/NOT IN USE

DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification 
NO STYLE___________

Materials
foundation STONE 
walls___

roof_ 
other

066 continuation sneet |AJ.

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and cucurrent condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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^Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

[X ] A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

[ X ] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, or method of construction or represents the 
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components lack individual distinction.

Areas of Significance
EDUCATION______
ARCHITECTURE

Periods of Significance
1884-1898________

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.

[ ] B removed from its original location.

[ ] C a birthplace or grave.

[ ] D a cemetery.

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[]F a commemorative property. _____

[ 1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
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IQ.Geographical Data

Acreage of Property approximately 
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7. Materials, continued. 

Foundation CONCRETE

Other WOOD, METAL

Narrative Description.

Summary: The Jefferson Female Seminary buildings are located at 416 and 420 East State Street 
(formerly Water Street) in Jefferson City, Cole County, Missouri. Constructed in the late 19th century, the 
adjacent two-story, five-bay brick buildings have both front and rear porches and hipped roofs. Although 
no specific style is developed, a Greek Revival influence is suggested by shallow pedimented window 
hoods on both buildings. The building at 416 E. State St. was constructed in circa 1884 or earlier and the 
building at 420 E. State St. was constructed between 1884 and 1898. 1 A circa 1892-98 poured concrete 
shed which at one time had a frame second story is a contributing outbuilding. The shed abuts the east 
property line. The remains of a noncontributing circa 1950 garage, wooden steps and old concrete steps 
are behind the building at 416 E. State St. The buildings have been used primarily as residential 
apartments since around 1900, ending with ownership by the Jefferson City Housing Authority from 1990- 
97. The buildings show deterioration from neglect but their original form is substantially intact. The main 
exterior changes have been to the front porches, one of which was rebuilt with nonmatching supports. 
The Housing Authority considered demolishing the property due to code violations but following 
discussions with local preservationists, the property was marketed and sold to the current owners. 
Despite minimal maintenance, the buildings retain a sufficient degree of integrity reflecting their period of 
significance, location, design, setting, materials and workmanship.

Elaboration: The buildings are situated on lots sloping to the southwest, with the building at 420 E. State 
St. at a higher elevation than the building at 416 E. State St. The buildings overtook the Missouri River 
from their position in the middle of the south side of the block between Adams Street on the west and 
Jackson Street on the east. The river is half a block to the north beyond the Missouri Pacific railroad 
tracks. The buildings were part of the Jefferson Female Seminary which continued functioning for several 
years after fire destroyed Lindell Hall, the circa 1858 main building, in 1885. They remain in their original 
neighborhood, which contains a variety of commercial buildings as well as properties from the period of 
significance. Similarities of workmanship and design confirm that they were built within a few years of 
each other, or at least for a similar purpose. The Lindell Hall site is now a combination of vacant land and 
a parking lot.

An eight-foot grassy setback is between the public sidewalk and the porches, which are accessed by four 
short connecting sidewalks. To the west is a parking lot and modem three-story office building facing 
Adams Street. To the northwest, on the north side of East State Street, is a historic train depot still 
operated by the Missouri Pacific Railroad and active railroad tracks. A small piece of vacant, mostly 
wooded land slopes toward the Missouri River just beyond. A parking lot and modem nine-story senior 
housing facility is north-northeast of the nominated properties. Just northeast of the senior housing 
facility, at 505 E. State St., is a Colonial Revival style house determined to be individually eligible for listing 
on the National Register in the 1991 Jefferson City Historic East survey.2 Immediately adjacent to the 
property on the east is a vacant lot, separated by remnants of a brick walk next to a stone and concrete

1 Urbana Group, "Jefferson City Historic East Survey." (Jefferson City, MO: Missouri DNR/Historic Preservation Program, 1991) 
Survey forms for 416 and 420 E. State St.

2 Urbana Group, "Jefferson City Historic East Survey," Survey form for 506 E. State St..
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retaining wall where the ground is slightly elevated. East of the vacant land, a parking lot is at the corner 
of East State and Jackson Streets. This lot and the vacant land were the former location of Lindell Hall, 
the original seminary building, and a house which had been constructed on the site by 1898.3 Lindell Hall 
was an imposing three-story brick building with a two-story porch on at least two sides. Adjacent to the 
comer parking lot and across the street are several historic houses, most of which have been converted 
into offices. Behind the rear porches of the nominated buildings, the lots are open for several feet with 
trees and brush covering the remainder of the slight southward slope. Formerly, a 50-foot ravine was 
west and south of 416 E. State St.4 At some point the ravine was filled and, in 1997, a Dutch Colonial 
style house on the site was demolished for parking lot expansion. Several of the houses facing Jackson 
Street date from the period of significance. The vacant land and parking area across from and adjacent to 
the nominated buildings are open space, as they were during the period of significance.

The front porches appear to have been fully or partially rebuilt. This is indicated by their odd configuration 
of columns which are neither symmetrical nor matching. The oldest supports are square and tapering. 
Replacement first level supports are uniformly square and the balustrade is missing at 420 E. State St. 
The simple, sticklike balusters otherwise present are an appropriate type but may not be original. 
Wooden porch steps have been replaced with concrete steps on both buildings. The central portion of the 
porch floor at 420 E. State St. has been removed and not replaced. A concrete stoop has been poured in 
front of the east entrance to this building, and a small section of wooden porch provides access to the 
west entrance. The porch on 416 E. State St. has been altered, but the changes are more subtle. 
Currently the porch is two-story and spans four of the five bays. Ceilings on both levels are painted sky 
blue. Except as noted, this configuration closely resembles the porch on 420 E. State St. Differences in 
the upper and lower porch posts on 416 E. State St., an extra section of railing and a wide joist on the 
lower level indicate that originally it may have been a one-story porch. The original porch would likely 
have been centered on the entry door, covering a window on each side, with a railing on top. When it was 
expanded to two levels covered by a roof, it was widened but only on the west side.

The front (south) elevation of 416 E. State St. has a central door recessed one foot with an arch-topped 
transom, two windows to the east, and a window and a door on the west. Concrete has been applied 
below the two east windows, scored to look like stone and painted red, the same color the brick walls are 
painted. Originally the door on the far west side was a window. Similar alterations have occurred on the 
upper level of the front facade, as it now has a central door, flanked on either side by a single window. 
Originally it appears that this level may have had five evenly spaced windows, as the upper door has a 
pedimented window hood like the other windows, rather than an arched top transom. All windows on the 
front facade of 416 E. State St. are 2/2 sash, with two of the three doors and all but one of the windows 
having exterior aluminum storm windows or doors. The front facade of 420 E. State St. has an exposed 
stone foundation and five bays, with the lower level having a door on each end rather than a central 
entrance. This configuration appears original. The upper level has a door on the west end, but originally 
had five windows. All windows, as well as the window-to-door conversion on the front of this building, 
have shallow pedimented hoods and 1/1 sash. Lugsills on the front (and most of the side) elevations are 
stone. Most window hoods are metal but a few are made of wood to resemble the metal version. Most 
windows and doors are fitted with modem aluminum storm windows and doors. The brick walls of the 
front facade, having been protected somewhat by the porches, are in fairly good condition. The porch 
roofs begin just below the front of the hipped roof, and have 
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with modem chimney caps.

The east side of 420 E. State St. has no exposed foundation and is only a few feet from the stone and 
concrete retaining wall adjacent to the vacant lot. Between the wall and the retaining wall is a brick walk, 
laid in the herringbone pattern. On the lower level, the original portion of the building has two windows 
with 1/1 sash and pedimented hoods, both showing signs of deterioration. The two upstairs hooded 
windows are skewed to the north rather than positioned directly above the lower windows. To the south is 
a brick addition, with a door on the upper and lower levels. A small wooden hipped roof porch has been 
added, sheltering these entrances. A simple wooden fascia and overhang are painted white.

The rear (south) elevation of the buildings shows the greatest evolution and deterioration over time. A 
deteriorated two-story frame porch extends across the back wall of 420 E. State St. The stone porch 
foundation has been covered with concrete. Most of the railings are missing from the lower porch level. 
The upper porch posts lean somewhat to the east, and three horizontal boards serve as railings. The 
porch ceiling is painted sky blue. The brick addition to this building has a two-story frame addition on the 
west. The brick addition has two doors on the lower level and two windows on the upper level. The lower 
level of the frame addition has a door, since enclosed, immediately adjacent to a small modem window. 
The upper level of the frame addition is the same except the door is still functional. The porch roof is on 
the same plane as the hipped roof of the addition, at a slightly steeper angle than the original hipped roof. 
The frame additions to the rear of 416 E. State St. are recessed about six feet more than those on 420 E. 
State St. The additions seem to be in two parts, divided vertically. Both additions have concrete and 
stone foundations, with the east foundation mostly collapsed. Near the point of division, the ground level 
drops dramatically and is held by a retaining wall, exposing much more of the west addition foundation. 
The east addition resembles an open porch with the lower level enclosed in clapboard. This level has a 
four-panel wooden door and a 2/2 pane window, partially covered. Roof joists extending over this portion 
indicate that it was originally of one story. A stair extends from the upper porch, which except for the door 
is enclosed with panels at the bottom and wood framed screens above. The west addition, which 
apparently is depicted on the 1892 Sanbom map, is fully enclosed with clapboard. Originally, upper and 
lower levels were identical with 1/1 windows centered in each section. At some point a door was added 
east of the lower window and a small modem window was added west of the upper window. A simple 
wooden porch has been added to provide access to the rear door. Completing the rear of 416 E. State St. 
is a section where the rear wall of the original building is exposed. This wall is in fairly good condition. It 
contains a basement-level window opening with 6/6 sash and a pedimented hood. Simple wooden fascia 
and overhang are painted white.

The west elevation of 416 E. State St. is mostly unchanged. The basement level is largely exposed, with 
the ground sloping from the front to the rear. This level has a 6/6 window on the south and a two-pane 
window, probably a replacement of the original, on the north. The basement level of this wall shows more 
moisture damage than any of the other wall sections. On the first and second floors are identical, 
symmetrically arranged window openings with 2/2 sash. All six windows have shallow pedimented hoods. 
Simple wood fascia and overhang, painted white, complete the wall. Directly below the centered chimney 
is a crack and staining indicating that repair is needed.

A few feet behind the rear porch at 420 E. State St., a tall shed possibly used for coal storage hugs the 
concrete retaining wall on the east side. Constructed of concrete poured into wooden forms, this shed 
appears on Sanbom maps as early as 1898. Although a frame upper portion was removed earlier this 
year, this building is contributing. Opposite the shed, where the ground level drops and is held by another 
concrete retaining wall, is a deteriorated concrete stair and a wooden stair leading to the lower ground 
level. South of the wooden stair are three concrete walls from a circa 1950 garage. The rear yard is 
edged with trees. A utility pole anchors the southwest comer of the lot. The concrete shed, brick
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walkway and stone retaining wall on the east side date from the period of significance. The remaining 
retaining wall, steps and garage remnants do not significantly detract from the buildings' significance, as 
they are small in scale and barely visible from the front.

The interior was subjected to years of apartment usage and various reconfigurations but some historic 
material remains. Partitions and paneling are being removed in preparation for the installation of new 
mechanical systems and refinishing of original building fabric. For some reason, 420 E. State St. suffered 
more changes in floor plan and lost more of its original trim than 416 E. State St. Four-panel doors were 
stripped of their box locks and covered with paneling. Most of the original trim was removed, but enough 
remains to indicate that at least some of it was finely crafted with a reeded design. Baseboards were tall 
and reeded. Wide doorways on both floors were converted into standard rectangular openings. While 
this did not permanently damage the upstairs openings, part of an arched downstairs opening was 
removed. Floors downstairs at 420 E. State St. are covered with worn, soiled carpeting or vinyl. Upstairs 
flooring, some with water damage, consists of narrow boards which are decades old but not historic. The 
stairway in this building is intact and complete with railing, balusters and newel post. Original trim with a 
simple bull's-eye design survives around the doors in the stair hall, and the baseboard is also intact at this 
location. A window, until recently paneled over, overlooks the stairwell from the central room on the 
second floor. Such windows-which could provide a brief warning in case police, for example, were 
coming up the stairs-have been associated with buildings used as bordellos.

Fortunately, the interior of 416 E. State St. suffered mainly from neglect and few major alterations have 
occurred. An original door in the basement retains its original brown porcelain knob and lock. The main 
entry door, while historic, is nonoriginal and from a later period. The plain trim throughout this building 
appears to be original. Downstairs, a plywood subfloor may cover the original flooring. The most 
noticeable alteration is the relocation of the stair to the west side of the building, providing separate access 
from street level. The stair partially covers one window on the west side wall. Beadboard, or car siding, is 
used to panel the wainscot and upper walls of the stair hall, and is stained a dark brown. Original pine 
floors upstairs show many years of wear. Doors in this building are of several designs. In the original 
portion, four-panel doors retain their original box locks and brown porcelain knobs, their workmanship still 
evident through layers of peeling paint. In the first floor rear additions, four-panel doors are of slightly 
simpler design, and retain white porcelain knobs and box locks. A multi-paned door upstairs provided 
access to the rear porch, probably circa 1930s-40s. A door with five horizontal panels also survives 
although the small porch it opened onto was removed when the adjcent building at 420 E. State St. was 
constructed. The porch is depicted on the 1892 Sanbom map. Other clues to the original layout remain. 
A window in the second floor west room opens onto the rear addition. Just below on the first floor, an 
original rear door complete with transom opening and metal hood has been revealed. Other windows on 
the east side in the north room on both floors were blocked when 420 E. State St. was constructed. 
Downstairs, in the front or north room, the opening is covered with remnants of packing crates followed by 
a layer of fabric and multiple layers of wallpaper. Upstairs, the complete window sash is intact.

Although the seminary buildings have been changed slightly over the years, they retain integrity of 
location, form, design, setting, materials and workmanship. They are representative of the early brick 
vernacular architecture of Jefferson City, and their pedimented window hoods are one of the city's few 
surviving links with the Greek Revival style.
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