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This form is for use in nominating or reque!>ting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How 

to Complete the National Register of Histcric Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for 
"not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the 

instructions. Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a). 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name Hotel Cuba 

Other names/site number Palace Hotel, Cuba Hotel 
---·-~~------------~----------~-----

Name of related Multiple Property Listing Historical and Architectural Resources of the City of Cuba, Missouri, 1821-1963 

2. Location 

Street & number 600 East Main St·eet -----·-----· -- ------- ----------------------------------------.. -- t----N_/_A--1 not for publication 

City or town Cuba NIA vicinity 
-------------~----------------~--~ 

State Missouri Code MG' County Crawforc:t _ .................... _ Code 055 Zip code 65453 

3. State/Federal Agency Certifica1tion 

i As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

i I hereby certify that this _K_nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
i registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
I set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
i, 

I In my opinion, the property 2L mE~ets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property 
I be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 
I 

national statewide 2Llocal 

] Applicable National Register Criteria: lL_ A B C D 
i 

! ~-~~ 0k~:f:?J/c-~-
I Signature of certifying official/Title Mark A. Miles, Deputy SHPO Date 

I Mi§§Qll!LPeJ>~rtl'Tl~l1tQfNC!tll!C!L~ 1 ~§<:>l1!(;~§ 
': State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
I .-~~~~~~-

In my opinion, the property _meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

si9naiure.ofcommenffn9.offidai···· ------.. --------------------------------oate ----- - ----------.. --.. ·----------

I ---

1 Title 

i 4. National Park Service Certifo:ation 

[ 1 hereby certify that this property is: 

__ entered in the National Register __ determined eligible for the National Register 

__ determined not eligible for the National Register __ removed from the National Register 

__ other (explain:) 

1--

:_ §i911CIJlj~E!9fJhE!.l<E!E!PE!r ............ _ ............. _ _ . ....... ............... ... ... . . . _ Date of Action 
........ ---------·-····-- --------- - .. -.. ·-----··-····-

1 

_____ _j 
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5.  Classification  
 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

X private X building(s) 1  buildings 

 public - Local  district   sites 

 public - State  site   structures 

 public - Federal  structure   objects 

   object            1  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  0 
                                             

6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC/Hotel  DOMESTIC/Multiple Dwelling/Apartment 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

   

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Materials  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Late 19
th
 and Early 20

th
 Century American 

Movements  foundation: Concrete 

  walls: Brick 

    

  roof: Asphalt 

  other: Glass 

    
 
 

 
X 

 
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION ON CONTINUTATION PAGES 

 

 

2 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 

 

X 
A Property is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 
B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 
  

   

 
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 
   

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

 
 within the past 50 years. 

 
X 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ON CONTINUTATION PAGES 

Areas of Significance  

COMMERCE 

 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance  

1915-1926 

 

 

Significant Dates 

1915: original hotel opens 

1926: modified to Route 66 

 
Significant Person  

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

Architect/Builder 

Unknown 

 

 

 

9.  Major Bibliographical References  

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 

 previously determined eligible by the National Register X Local government 

 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 

 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ X Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:    Cuba Historical Society 

 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ___________ ____________________ 

 

10.  Geographical Data                                                               
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Acreage of Property  Under 1 acre 

 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1  38.063231  -91.399080  3       
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 

2      4       
 Latitude: Longitude: 

 
    Latitude:  Longitude: 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)  

    NAD 1927     or     NAD 1983 
 
1        3        
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

2         4         
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (On continuation sheet) 
 
Boundary Justification (On continuation sheet) 
     

11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Matt Bivens/Historic Preservation Director 

organization Lafser & Associates, Inc. date  1.31.14; REV 3.21.14; Fin8.15.2014 

street & number  1215 Fern Ridge Pkwy., Suite 110 telephone  314-560-9903 

city or town   St. Louis state  MO zip code  63141 

e-mail msbivens@lafser.com 

 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

• Maps:    
o A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.   
o A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 

photographs to this map. 

• Continuation Sheets 

• Photographs 

• Owner Name and Contact Information  

• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, 
at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that 
number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, 
etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 

 
Photo Log: 
 

Name of Property: Hotel Cuba 

City or Vicinity: Cuba 

County: Crawford State: 
 
Missouri 

Photographer: 
 
David Monda; Susan Luksza & Heather Bullar 

Date 
Photographed: 1-25-2014; 3-19-2014 

 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 

1 o f 11: Prima ry e le va tio n to  Ra ilro a d  (rig ht) a nd  we st e le va tio n (le ft); c a me ra  fa c ing  no rthe a st 

2 o f 11: Prima ry e le va tio n to  Ra ilro a d  (le ft) a nd  e a st e le va tio n (rig ht); c a me ra  fa c ing  no rthwe st 

3 o f 11: Prima ry e le va tio n to  Ro ute  66 (rig ht) a nd  e a st e le va tio n (le ft); c a me ra  fa c ing  so uthwe st 

4 o f 11: Prima ry e le va tio n to  Ro ute  66 (le ft) a nd  we st e le va tio n (rig ht); c a me ra  fa c ing  so uthe a st 

5 o f 11: Inte rio r 1st flo o r e ntry; c a me ra  fa c ing  no rth 

6 o f 11: Inte rio r 1st flo o r ha ll; c a me ra  fa c ing  no rth 

7 o f 11: Inte rio r 1st flo o r unit; c a me ra  fa c ing  we st 

8 o f 11: Inte rio r 1st to  2nd  flo o r sta ir; c a me ra  fa c ing  so uth 

9 o f 11: Inte rio r 2nd  flo o r ha ll; c a me ra  fa c ing  no rth 

10 o f 11: Inte rio r 2nd  flo o r unit; c a me ra  fa c ing  e a st 

11 o f 11: Inte rio r 2nd  flo o r unit; c a me ra  fa c ing  so uth 
 

 
 
 

Figure  Log: 
Include figures on continuation pages at the end of the nomination. 

Fig ure  1 (p a g e  3): Build ing  fo o tp rint a t first (le ft) a nd  se c o nd  (rig ht) flo o rs.  So urc e : La fse r site  visit. 

Fig ure  2 (p a g e  6):  Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p , 1914. Sho ws e a rlie r b uild ing s o n site  d e mo lishe d . 

Fig ure  3 (p a g e  6):  Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p , 1914. Sho ws e a rlie r b uild ing s o n site  d e mo lishe d . 

Fig ure  4 (p a g e  7):  Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p , 1924.  Site  o f no mina te d  b uild ing  a s a p p e a re d  p rio r to  1926. 

Fig ure  5 (p a g e  8):  Po stc a rd  o f the  Ho te l Cub a , Cub a , Misso uri, c a . 1940. 
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Hotel Cuba 

Name of Property 

Crawford County, Missouri    

County and State 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable): Historical and 

Architectural Resources of the City of Cuba, Missouri, 1821-1963 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Summa ry 

The  Ho te l Cub a  lo c a te d  a t 600 Ea st Ma in Stre e t in Cub a , Cra wfo rd  Co unty, Misso uri, is a  

two -sto ry, fro nt p a ra p e t ro o f, re c ta ng ula r-sha p e d  b uild ing  c o nstruc te d  o f re d  b ric k a nd  

c o mp le te d  o rig ina lly a s the  Pa la c e  Ho te l in 1915.  The  b uild ing  ha s a  p rima ry e ntra nc e  

to  the  so uth (in a sso c ia tio n with the  ra ilro a d ) a nd  a t the  no rth (in a sso c ia tio n with Ro ute  

66).  A fla t ro o f p o rc h o n b ric k p ie rs a t the  so uth e le va tio n c o ntinue s to  the  e a st; a  

se c o nd  p o rc h a sse mb ly is a t the  no rth. Multip le  wind o w p e ne tra tio ns in a d d itio n to  

e ntra nc e s a re  a t e a c h e le va tio n.  A g ho st sig n “Ho te l Cub a ”  is a t the  so uth p a ra p e t.  

The  inte rio r is c urre ntly use d  a s re nta l a p a rtme nts a nd  is c urre ntly a c c e sse d  via  the  

Ra ilro a d  e ntry a t the  so uth e le va tio n.  It c o nta ins lo ng  c irc ula tio n c o rrid o rs a t the  first 

a nd  se c o nd  sto rie s with ro o ms ra d ia ting  fro m the  ha lls.  The  b uild ing  is surro und e d  b y a  

g ra ssy a re a  a nd  p a rking  lo t a nd  ha s sid e wa lk p a ving  up  to  the  e ntra nc e  a lo ng  the  

so uth.  Altho ug h a ll o f the  wind o ws a re  e ithe r re p la c e me nt o r b o a rd e d , the  ne w infill 

re sp e c ts the  d ime nsio ns o f the  o rig ina l fe ne stra tio n.  The  b uild ing  ha s suffic ie nt inte g rity 

o f lo c a tio n, d e sig n, se tting , ma te ria ls, wo rkma nship , fe e ling  a nd  a sso c ia tio n. 

 

Site  

The  Ho te l Cub a  o c c up ie s the  so uthe a st c o rne r o f a  re c ta ng ula r-sha p e d  c ity b lo c k a t 

the  inte rse c tio n o f Ea st Ma in Stre e t a nd  a n un-na me d  stre e t.  Ma ture  tre e s a re  no rth o f 

the  Wa shing to n e le va tio n.  The  lo t surro und ing  the  p ro p e rty is g ra ss a nd  g ra ve l b ut 

o the rwise  no t la nd sc a p e d .  Re sid e ntia l, institutio na l a nd  c o mme rc ia l p ro p e rtie s o c c up y 

the  b lo c k. 

 

Exte rior 

The  Ho te l Cub a  is a  two -sto ry re d  b ric k struc ture  with a  p rima ry e ntra nc e  a t the  so uth (in 

a sso c ia tio n with the  ra ilro a d ); this symme tric a l fa ç a d e  ha s a  c e ntra l d o o r fla nke d  b y 

sid e lig hts (p ho to  1).  At e ithe r sid e  a re  thre e  wind o ws, fo ur a re  b o a rd e d  while  two  ha ve  

sing le  re p la c e me nt sa sh.  A full wid th fla t ro o f p o rc h o n b ric k p o sts with simp le  wo o d  

c a p ita ls she lte rs the  fa ç a d e .  Ab o ve , a  c e ntra l d o o r with a c c e ss to  the  ro o f is fla nke d  

b y a  sing le  sa sh re p la c e me nt a nd  a  b o a rd e d  wind o w a t e ithe r sid e .  A b a nd  o f b rig hte r 

re d  b ric k b e a rs the  g ho st sig n “Ho te l Cub a ”  und e r a  p ro je c ting , b ut fla t p a ra p e t ro o f 

(p ho to s 1-2). 

 

The  p o rc h wra p s a ro und  to  the  e a st sid e  a nd  te rmina te s a t the  fo urth c o lumn a b o ve  

a n e ntra nc e  a nd  re p la c e me nt wind o w.  Co lumns ha ve  wid e r b a se s with c o nc re te  

c a p s und e r ¼ he ig ht o f the  g ro und .  Ele ve n a d d itio na l re p la c e me nt wind o ws, e ithe r 

d o ub le -hung  o r b o a rd e d  a re  a t the  first a nd  se c o nd  flo o rs.  Wind o ws a re  o f the  sa me  
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size , b o th he ig ht a nd  wid th a nd  a re  se t b a c k fro m the  b ric k (p ho to  2).  An e xp o se d  

c o nc re te  fo und a tio n sup p o rts the  b ric k wa lls a nd  a  ste p p e d  p a ra p e t ro o f c ro wns the  

e le va tio n (p ho to s 2-3). 

 

A o ne -sto ry sha p e d  p a ra p e t b ric k a d d itio n is a t the  no rth e le va tio n (in a sso c ia tio n with 

Ro ute  66) a nd  ha s a  simila r fla t ro o f p o rc h o n b ric k p ie rs witho ut wid e ne d  b a se s.  The  

p o rc h she lte rs the  fa c a d e s b e ne a th a nd  e xte nd s o utwa rd  fro m the  fo o tp rint o f the  

b uild ing  a b o ve  a  c o nc re te  b a se  to  the  no rth a nd  e a st (p ho to s 3 a nd  4).  A 

re p la c e me nt e ntra nc e  d o o r fa c e s e a st in the  o ne -sto ry p o rtio n with p a ire d  d o ub le -

hung  re p la c e me nt wind o ws a t e ithe r sid e .  An a d d itio na l simila r e ntra nc e  is a t the  no rth 

wa ll a nd  is fla nke d  a t the  rig ht sid e  b y a  p a ir o f wid e r, simila r wind o ws a nd  a t the  le ft b y 

a  p a ir o f na rro we r a nd  simila r wind o ws (p ho to  4).  The  we st wa ll o f the  sma ll a d d itio n 

ha s a  c lo se d  in wind o w a nd  a  sma lle r, d o ub le -hung  re p la c e me nt c lo se st the  o rig ina l 

p a rt o f the  b uild ing  (p ho to  4).  Ab o ve  a t the  se c o nd  sto ry o f the  o rig ina l b uild ing  is a n 

e ntra nc e  fla nke d  b y a  b o a rd e d  wind o w a t e ithe r sid e  with a c c e ss o n to p  o f the  lo we r 

a d d itio n ro o f (p ho to  4).  A ste e p , sid e -g a b le d  ro o f wra p s the  p a ra p e t (p ho to s 3-4).  The  

ro o f a b o ve  is fla t. 

 

The  we st e le va tio n is simila r to  the  e a st in tha t it c o nta ins simila r fe ne stra tio n a t the  first 

a nd  se c o nd  flo o rs und e rne a th a  ste p p e d  p a ra p e t ro o f (p ho to  4).  The  fo und a tio n is 

p a rtia lly e xp o se d  to wa rd s the  no rth a nd  a  b a se me nt a c c e ss ha tc h is se t a t the  g ro und  

le ve l.  The  first flo o r c o nta ins a  se rie s o f sixte e n o p e ning s, two  o f whic h a re  slig htly la rg e r, 

b o a rd e d , a nd  ma y c o rre sp o nd  to  a d d itio na l e ntra nc e s (p ho to  4).  Thre e  o f the  

wind o ws a re  b o a rd e d  while  the  re ma ind e r ha s re p la c e me nt, d o ub le -hung  wind o ws.  

The  se c o nd  flo o r ha s te n simila r wind o ws a nd  no ne  a re  b o a rd e d  (p ho to  4).  The  ro o f 

p a ra p e t ste p s up  to  the  so uth. 

 

Inte rior 

The  inte rio r is a c c e sse d  via  the  o rig ina l b uild ing  a d d re ss fa c ing  the  ra ilro a d .  Thro ug h a  

ne we r e ntra nc e  with sid e lig hts (p ho to  5) a n e ntry ha ll le a d s to  a  sta ir to  the  2nd  flo o r 

a nd  a  lo ng  ha ll to  a c c e ss units (p ho to  6).  Orig ina l ho te l ro o ms ha ve  b e e n c o nve rte d  to  

a p a rtme nts (p ho to  7)—ma ny e nla rg e d  fro m 2 ho te l ro o ms into  o ne  a p a rtme nt.  Flo o rs 

a re  vinyl a nd  wa lls a re  b o th p la ste r a nd  g yp sum wa ll b o a rd .  The  lo ng  c irc ula tio n 

c o rrid o r le a d s to  the  no rth o f the  b uild ing  whe re  a  se c o nd  sta ir a lso  le a d s up sta irs 

(p ho to  8).  A simila r lo ng  ha ll is fla nke d  b y multip le  a p a rtme nts o n the  2nd  flo o r (p ho to  9).  

Units a re  a lso  simila r to  tho se  o n the  first flo o r (p ho to s 10-11).  (Fig ure  1 o n p a g e  3 

illustra te s the  flo o r p la n). 
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Inte g rity 

Altho ug h a ll o f the  wind o ws a re  re p la c e me nts, ne w wind o ws re sp e c t the  o rig ina l 

o p e ning s a nd  d e p ths a nd  fe ne stra tio n p a tte rns a re  c le a rly e vid e nt; fe w b a ys a re  

b o a rd e d  with re mo va b le  ma te ria ls.  All o f the  b ric k fro m b o th the  o rig ina l 1915 b uild ing  

a nd  the  1926 a d d itio n a re  inta c t a s a re  e xte rio r p o rc he s a nd  b a lc o nie s o ve r b ric k p ie rs.  

The  o rig ina l a nd  histo ric  fo o tp rints a re  inta c t a s a re  the  ro o fline s a nd  p itc he s.  The  

b uild ing  re ta ins its e a rly sig na g e  “Ho te l Cub a .”   De sp ite  inte rio r a lte ra tio ns o f ne w 

ma te ria ls c o ve ring  flo o rs a nd  so me  inte rio r d e mo litio n within ro o ms b e yo nd  c irc ula tio n 

ha lls to  e xp a nd  sma ll ho te l ro o ms into  a p a rtme nts, the  o rig ina l fe e ling  o f the  ho te l is 

e vid e nt.  The  b uild ing  ha s suffic ie nt inte g rity o f lo c a tio n, d e sig n, se tting , ma te ria ls, 

wo rkma nship , fe e ling  a nd  a sso c ia tio n. 

 

Fig ure  1: Build ing  fo o tp rint a t first (le ft) a nd  se c o nd  (rig ht) flo o rs.  So urc e : La fse r site  visit. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



NPS Form 10-900                                                                         OMB No. 1024-001 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 

National Register of Historic Places               
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number   8       Page      4      
                                        
 

Hotel Cuba 

Name of Property 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Summa ry 

The  Ho te l Cub a  lo c a te d  a t 600 Ea st Ma in Stre e t in Cub a , Cra wfo rd  Co unty, Misso uri, is 

e lig ib le  fo r lo c a l listing  in the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s (NRHP) und e r Crite rio n 

A in COMMERCE.  Co mp le te d  in 1915 a s the  Pa la c e  Ho te l, it wa s c o nstruc te d  to  initia lly 

se rve  ra ilro a d  tra ve le rs.  Up o n the  d e sig na tio n o f Sta te  Hig hwa y 14 thro ug h Cub a  in 

1926 a s Ro ute  66, the  b uild ing  wa s mo d ifie d  with a n a d d itio n a t the  no rth e le va tio n to  

a ttra c t the  ne w mo to rists.  Afte r this p e rio d  the  b uild ing  se rve d  b o th the  ra ilro a d  a nd  

a uto mo b ile  c lie nte le .  The  p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e  b e g ins with the  c o nstruc tio n d a te  o f 

1915 a nd  it e xte nd s to  1926 whe n the  se c o nd  a nd  fina l a d d itio n wa s c o mp le te d .  

Ad d itio na l sig nific a nc e  in c o njunc tio n with Ro ute  66 c o ntinue s thro ug h the  a rb itra ry 50-

ye a r c ut-o ff in 1964 fo r Na tio na l Re g iste r sig nific a nc e  b ut fo r p urp o se s o f this listing  it ha s 

b e e n sho rte ne d .  Afte r the  1960s, the  b uild ing  c o ntinue d  to  se rve  a s a  ho te l fo r a no the r 

d e c a d e  a nd  wa s la te r c o nve rte d  to  a p a rtme nts.  The  b uild ing  re ta ins inte g rity a nd  

me e ts the  re g istra tio n re q uire me nts se t fo rth in the  multip le  p ro p e rty d o c ume nta tio n 

fo rm e ntitle d  “Histo ric  a nd  Arc hite c tura l Re so urc e s o f the  C ity o f Cub a , Misso uri, 1821-

1963”  a nd  the  a sso c ia te d  p ro p e rty typ e s “ III-A Co mme rc ia l Build ing s”  in a d d itio n to  

sub typ e  “ III-C : Ro a d sid e  Arc hite c ture .”   The  b uild ing  sp a ns two  histo ric  c o nte xts 

inc lud ing  “Ra ilro a d s a nd  Ind ustry, 1866-1926”  a nd  “Ro ute  66 a nd  the  Gre a t De p re ssio n, 

1926-1945.”  

 

Ba c kg round – Founding  of Cuba , Missouri a nd the  Coming  of the  Ra ilroa d 

Cra wfo rd  Co unty, Misso uri wa s o rg a nize d  in 1829 a nd  b y 1837, the  a re a  tha t la te r 

b e c a me  Cub a  wa s first se ttle d .  Two  d e c a d e s la te r whe n the  to wn wa s b e ing  surve ye d  

fo r a  p ro p o se d  ra ilro a d  line  two  lo c a l fa milie s c o nsisting  o f Ro b e rt P. a nd  Ma ry E. 

Ja miso n a nd  C . We sle y a nd  Ma ry Smith file d  a n o ffic ia l p la t fo r “Cub a  C ity.” 1  As 

p la te d , Cub a  wa s c o mp rise d  o f thirty-two  b lo c ks d ivid e d  in ha lf b y the  p ro p o se d  

ra ilro a d  line ; No rth Ma in a nd  So uth Ma in fro nte d  the  tra c ks.  Stre e t na me s we re  

d iffe re nt running  no rth a nd  so uth a nd  c ha ng e d  id e ntity o nc e  c ro ssing  the  tra c ks.  As 

d e sig ne d , the  ne w to wn wa s a  typ ic a l ra ilro a d  to wn with b usine ss fa c ing  the  tra c ks a nd  

re sid e ntia l wa s se p a ra te d .  This wo uld  c ha ng e  a g a in with the  a d ve nt o f the  

a uto mo b ile . 

 

By 1859, the  So uthwe st Bra nc h o f the  Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  wa s c o mp le te d  thro ug h Cub a  

a nd  b y 1861 it ha d  e xte nd e d  to  Ro lla ; the  ra ilro a d  a lso  d ivid e d  Cub a  into  two  uno ffic ia l 

1 Ste ve n E. a nd  Ma ry Aue  Mitc he ll.  “ Cub a , Cra wfo rd  Co unty, Arc hite c tura l/ Histo ric a l Surve y.”   Fe b rua ry 

2007, HPF g ra nt#  29-06-21528-612, p a g e  4.  The  p la t wa s no t re c o rd e d  until June  3, 1892. 
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c o mmunitie s, No rth Cub a  a nd  So uth Cub a .2  The  ma jo rity o f b usine sse s lo c a te d  to  the  

no rth o f the  tra c ks b ut d e ve lo p me nt o f the  to wn wa s slo w.  On Ma y 12, 1877, Cub a  wa s 

inc o rp o ra te d  a s a  villa g e  a nd  within fo ur ye a rs its p o p ula tio n numb e re d  a lmo st 400.3  

Be sid e s the  g ro wing  p o p ula tio n, the re  wa s a lso  a  rising  tre nd  o f ind ivid ua ls rid ing  the  

ra ilro a d  to  p o ints b e yo nd  Cub a ; fina l d e stina tio ns o fte n we re  inte rrup te d  b y a  sta y in 

Cub a  to  c a tc h a  se c o nd  tra in.  To  me e t the  ne e d , a  se rie s o f ho te ls b e g a n to  sp ring  up  

a d ja c e nt the  ra ilro a d . 

 

Ela bora tion -  Hote ls a s Suc c e ssful Ve nture s 

Ho te ls in Cub a  first a p p e a re d  o n the  lo c a l sc e ne  a s a  re sult o f the  ra ilro a d  a nd  

inc re a se d  visito rs; o ne  suc h, the  Mc Cla y Ho use  sto o d  a c ro ss fro m the  d e p o t a nd  wa s 

two -sto rie s in he ig ht with fifte e n ro o ms.4  Othe r ho te ls sp ra ng  up  in 1872 with the  

Ame ric a n Ho te l (no rth sid e  o f So uth Smith), c irc a  1875 with the  first Cub a  Ho te l (No rth 

Ma in b e twe e n Me ra me c  a nd  Wa ll), in 1897 with the  Ho te l Gra nd  ne a r the  tra c ks, in 

1906 with the  Ho te l Do wle y, in 1922 with the  Ho te l Ce ntra l (We st Wa shing to n), a nd  

se ve ra l o the rs thro ug h 1938. 

 

Be twe e n 1915 a nd  1922, six ne w ho te ls we re  b uilt o r re no va te d  in Cub a  a nd  a  numb e r 

o f re sta ura nts, sho p s a nd  b a rs sp ra ng  up  to  e xp lo it the  influx o f visito rs.5  The  sub je c t 

b uild ing  b e g a n its life  first a s the  Pa la c e  Ho te l in 1915 a nd  wa s c o nstruc te d  to  se rve  

ra ilro a d  tra ve le rs (Fig ure  2).  Re p la c ing  e a rlie r struc ture s o n the  c ity b lo c k (Fig ure  3), the  

ne w ho te l wa s la rg e r a nd  mo re  mo d e rn (Fig ure  4) a nd  its future  se e me d  b rig ht.  

Ho we ve r, its b usine ss b o o me d  fo r just a  d e c a d e  d ue  to  d e c re a se d  ra ilro a d  p a sse ng e r 

tra ins.  Also , d ue  in p a rt to  p o o r ro a d s, the  ho te l b o o m in Cub a  wa s sho rt live d .  The  

Pa la c e  Ho te l a nd  se ve ra l o the r lo c a l ho te ls b e g a n to  c lo se  a s a  re sult.6   

 

Und e r the  Fe d e ra l Hig hwa y Inte rsta te  Hig hwa y Syste m Ac t in 1926, Sta te  Hig hwa y 14, 

whic h ra n thro ug h Cub a  a lo ng  Wa shing to n Ave nue  (the  no rth b o und a ry o f the  sub je c t 

ho te l), wa s d e sig na te d  Ro ute  66.  Altho ug h Ro ute  66 d id  no t imme d ia te ly usurp  the  

ra ilro a d ’ s ro le  a s tra nsp o rte r o f g o o d s a nd  p a sse ng e rs, the  e ffe c t o f the  ne w hig hwa y 

wa s d ra ma tic  a nd  e ve ntua lly d e c isive .7  It wa s this c ha ng e  whic h p ro mp te d  the  

2 Ib id . p a g e  6. 
3 “ Cub a .”   Ga ze tte e r a nd Busine ss Dire c to ry o f the  Ne w So uthwe st.  (St. Lo uis: Unite d  Sta te s Dire c to ry 

Pub lishing  Co mp a ny, 1881). 
4 Ste ve n E. a nd  Ma ry Aue  Mitc he ll.  p a g e  13. 
5 Ib id . p a g e s 13 a nd  19. 
6 Da vid  Ta ylo r.  “ Histo ric a l a nd  Arc hite c tura l Re so urc e s o f the  C ity o f Cub a , Misso uri, 1821-1963.”   Multip le  

Pro p e rty Do c ume nta tio n Fo rm.  2012, Se c tio n E, Pa g e s 13-14. 
7 Ste ve n E. a nd  Ma ry Aue  Mitc he ll, p a g e s 19-20. 
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o wne rs o f the  ho te l to  a d d  a n a d d itio na l e ntra nc e  fa c ing  Wa shing to n—no w Ro ute  66.  

Othe r Cub a  ho te ls d id  no t fo llo w suite  rig ht a wa y a nd  the  Pa la c e  Ho te l wa s a b le  to  

re inve nt itse lf a s the  Ho te l Cub a  in 1926 (Fig ure  5). 

 

Fig ure  2:  Orig ina l C ity Pla t.  Ge ne ra l site  o f Ho te l Cub a  is c irc le d  to  the  rig ht.  So urc e : 

Cub a  Histo ric a l So c ie ty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig ure  3:  Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p , 1914. Sho ws e a rlie r b uild ing s o n site  d e mo lishe d . 
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Fig ure  4:  Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p , 1924.  Site  o f no mina te d  b uild ing  a s it a p p e a re d  

p rio r to  1926. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cuba  Surve y 

The  “Cub a , Cra wfo rd  Co unty, Arc hite c tura l/ Histo ric a l Surve y”  c o nd uc te d  b y Ste ve n E. 

a nd  Ma ry Aue  Mitc he ll in Fe b rua ry o f 2007 e xp la ins tha t d uring  the  p e rio d  “Ra ilro a d s 

a nd  Ind ustry, 1866-1926”  ho te ls we re  a mo ng  Cub a ’ s e a rlie st a nd  mo st e nd uring  

b usine sse s, the ir suc c e ss first d e p e nd e nt o n Cub a ’ s lo c a tio n o n the  ra ilro a d  a nd  la te r 

o n a  ma jo r na tio na l hig hwa y, Ro ute  66.8  The y furthe r e xp la in tha t within the  

Co mme rc ia l Build ing s Pro p e rty Typ e  tha t Cub a ’ s e a rlie st a sso c ia te d  c o mme rc ia l 

b uild ing s fla nke d  the  ra ilro a d .  This wo uld  c ha ng e  ho we ve r whe n Sta te  Hig hwa y 14 

8 Ib id . p a g e  13. 
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whic h ra n thro ug h Cub a  wa s d e sig na te d  Ro ute  66; this c ha ng e  ma rke d  the  b e g inning  

o f the  shift o f b usine sse s fro m the  Ma in Stre e t a nd  ra ilro a d  a re a  to  the  sud d e nly 

sig nific a nt ne w c o rrid o r.9  As a  re sp o nse , the  a utho rs c o nc lud e  tha t the  no mina te d  

b uild ing  wa s “p ro b a b ly the  mo st o b vio us e xa mp le  o f the  c o mme rc ia l re sp o nse  to  the  

ne w hig hwa y.” 10  A lo o k a t the  p hysic a l d e sig n o f the  ho te l c le a rly illustra te s the  d ue l 

e ntra nc e  a sp e c t with a n inte ntio na l fo c us o n the  Ro ute  66 e le va tio n.  The  no mina te d  

b uild ing  thus re p re se nts two  c o nte xts.  The  Ro ute  66 surve y p re p a re d  b y Be c ky Snid e r 

a nd  De b  She a ls in 2003 ve rifie s tha t the  Ho te l Cub a  wa s in fa c t re p re se nta tive  o f the  

c ha ng e  in a tte ntio n fro m ra ilro a d  to  a uto mo b ile  tra ve le rs.11 

 

Fig ure  5:  Po stc a rd  o f the  Ho te l Cub a , Cub a , Misso uri, c a . 1940. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9 Ib id . p a g e  37. 
10 Ib id . 

11 Be c ky L. Snid e r, Ph.D. a nd  De b b ie  She a ls. “ ROUTE 66 IN MISSOURI SURVEY AND NATIONAL REGISTER 

PROJECT.”   PROJECT NO. S7215MSFACG, 2003. 
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The  MPDF a nd Assoc ia te d Historic  Conte xt 

Ba se d  up o n the  histo ric  time line s a s illustra te d  in the  MPDF, the  Ho te l Cub a  wa s 

c o nstruc te d  d uring  the  p e rio d  “Ra ilro a d s a nd  Ind ustry, 1866-1926.”  Built in 1915, it 

se rve d  a  ma jo r ro le  in p ro vid ing  b o a rd ing  fo r tra ve le rs c o ming  via  ra il to  a nd  thro ug h 

Cub a .  Ere c te d  o n Ma in Stre e t a c ro ss the  ra ilro a d  tra c ks a nd  a d ja c e nt the  tra in d e p o t, 

the  no mina te d  b uild ing  kno wn o rig ina lly a s the  Pa la c e  Ho te l c o ntrib ute d  to  the  

c o mme rc ia l a nd  so c ia l e nviro nme nt o f Cub a  d uring  this p ha se  in lo c a l histo ry whic h 

c e nte re d  a ro und  the  ra ilro a d .  Co mp e titio n to  a ttra c t tra ve le rs re sulte d  in ma ny lo c a l 

ho te ls lo sing  b usine ss o nc e  the  ra ilro a d  b e g a n to  c a rry fe we r p a sse ng e rs; ne w 

c o mp e titio n with the  a uto mo b ile  wa s a  c ha lle ng e  tha t wa s imme d ia te ly a d d re sse d  b y 

the  Ho te l Cub a .  Se e ing  the  ne w tra nsp o rta tio n p o ssib ility a s a n a sse t, the  o wne rs o f the  

ho te l a nswe re d  the  c a ll b y c o nstruc ting  a  ne w a d d itio n in a sso c ia tio n with Ro ute  66.   

 

Ad d itio na l a sso c ia tio n with the  c o nte xt “Ro ute  66 a nd  the  Gre a t De p re ssio n, 1926-

1945”  wa s a c hie ve d  whe n the  o wne r’ s a d d e d  this se c o nd  e ntra nc e  a t Ro ute  66.12  

Cre a ting  a  ne w e ntra nc e  lo b b y fa c ing  the  hig hwa y, the  o wne rs a lso  a d d e d  ne w 

sig na g e  a nd  a  p a rking  lo t fo r a uto mo b ile s.  The  Ho te l Cub a  a s it wa s re na me d , se rve d  

a  d ua l p urp o se  sup p o rting  b o th mo d e s o f tra nsp o rta tio n.  The  b uild ing  so o n b e c a me  

o ne  o f the  o ffic ia l sto p s a lo ng  Ro ute  66 (Fig ure  5) a nd  b usine ss b o o me d  fo r the  ne xt 

fe w d e c a d e s. 

 

The  p ro p e rty is a  g o o d  re p re se nta tive  e xa mp le  o f the  “Pro p e rty Typ e  III-A: Co mme rc ia l 

Build ing s”  a s we ll a s ha ving  a  c o ntrib utio n to  typ e  “ III-C : Ro a d sid e  Arc hite c ture ”  a s 

d e sc rib e d  in the  MPDF.13  De mo nstra tive  o f the  p ro p e rty typ e s, this b uild ing  wa s 

e re c te d  a s a  ra ilro a d  ho te l in 1915 a nd  the n la te r a d a p te d  to  a uto mo b ile  tra ve le rs in 

c o njunc tio n with Ro ute  66 in 1926.  The  b uild ing  a lso  re p re se nts the  o nly e xta nt ho te l in 

Cub a  whic h illustra te s b o th c o nne c tio ns.14  The  ro le  o f the  Ho te l Cub a  within the  g ro wth 

o f the  so c ia l life  o f Cub a  a nd  its d ire c t c o nne c tio n to  the  c o mme rc ia l histo ry o f the  

to wn a re  c le a rly re p re se nta tive  in the  b uild ing  whic h sta nd s to d a y.  In me e ting  the  

re g istra tio n re q uire me nts a s se t fo rth in the  MPDF, the  no mina te d  b uild ing  is a  

re p re se nta tive  e xa mp le  o f the  p ro p e rty typ e  a s it wa s d e sig ne d  a nd  c o nstruc te d  

sp e c ific a lly to  func tio n a s a  c o mme rc ia l b uild ing  in d o wnto wn Cub a ; a d d itio na lly it wa s 

a n imp o rta nt c o mp o ne nt o f the  b usine ss g ro wth o f Cub a  a s it c a te re d  to  ra ilro a d  

tra ve le rs c o ming  to  a nd  thro ug h Cub a  a nd  sto p p ing  to  sho p  in its d o wnto wn sto re s.15  

12 Ib id . 
13 Da vid  Ta ylo r.  Se c tio n F, Pa g e  7. 
14 Ib id , Se c tio n E, p a g e  22. 
15 Da vid  Ta ylo r.  Se c tio n F, Pa g e  6. 
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De finite ly no t the  wo rk o f a  fo rma lly-tra ine d  a rc hite c t, this two -sto ry struc ture  ha s the  

ind ic a tive  fla t ro o f with p a ra p e t tha t ma ny o the r lo c a l c o mme rc ia l b uild ing s b e a r.  

 

The  Ho te l Cub a  is furthe r sig nific a nt und e r Crite rio n A in c o mme rc e  b e c a use  it is a  

g o o d  e xa mp le  o f a  sp e c ific  p ro p e rty typ e  (ho te l) a nd  it p la ye d  a  d ire c t ro le  in the  sto ry 

o f the  c o mme rc ia l a nd  ind ustria l d e ve lo p me nt in Cub a .  The  b uild ing  c le a rly re fle c ts 

the  e c o no mic  fo rc e s tha t c o ntrib ute d  to  the  d e ve lo p me nt o f Cub a  a nd  ha s a d d itio na l 

sig nific a nc e  a s it wa s a d a p te d  to  a d d re ss the  histo ric  tra nsp o rta tio n a rte ry Ro ute  66.16 

 

The  b uild ing  re ta ins inte g rity o f lo c a tio n, d e sig n, se tting , wo rkma nship , fe e ling  a nd  

a sso c ia tio n.  De sp ite  re p la c e me nt wind o ws a nd  so me  mo d ific a tio ns within inte rio r units 

o f the  b uild ing , o rig ina l ma te ria ls suc h a s the  b ric k a re  inta c t.  Fro m visua l insp e c tio n, 

the  o nly e xte rio r mo d ific a tio ns a p p e a r to  b e  the  insta lla tio n o f ne w re p la c e me nt 

wind o ws a nd  so me  b o a rd e d  b a ys.  The  inte rio r ha s b e e n slig htly mo d ifie d  to  ho use  

a p a rtme nts b ut the  lo ng  c irc ula tio n c o rrid o rs se p a ra ting  the  e a st a nd  we st unit sid e s 

re ma in inta c t.  The  MPDF e xp la ins tha t c ha ng e s to  the  inte rio r a re  no t typ ic a lly 

sig nific a nt d ue  to  the  na ture  o f the  b uild ing . 

 

To  b e  liste d  ind ivid ua lly in the  Na tio na l Re g iste r in a c c o rd a nc e  with the  MPDF, the  Ho te l 

Cub a  re p re se nts the  c ha ra c te ristic s a nd  q ua litie s o f c o mme rc ia l g ro wth in re sp e c t to  

b o th a fo re me ntio ne d  histo ric  c o nte xts.  The  b uild ing  furthe r re ta ins its o rig ina l a nd  e a rly 

d e sig n a nd  fo rm, ma ssing , a nd  rhythm (d e sp ite  infille d  wind o w o p e ning s), the  o rig ina l 

d o o r a nd  wind o w fe ne stra tio n, o rig ina l e xte rio r ma te ria ls, a nd  la stly ha s a n o b vio us 

p hysic a l c ha ra c te r re p re se nta tive  o f its time .  The  b uild ing  c le a rly re fle c ts its p e rio d  o f 

sig nific a nc e  fro m 1915 to  1926 in tha t it re ta ins b o th the  o rig ina l Ra ilro a d  fa ç a d e  a nd  

the  la te r Ro ute  66 fa c a d e .  Pe rha p s mo re  imp o rta ntly, the  b uild ing  e xte rio r ha s no t 

c ha ng e d  sinc e  a d a p te d  to  Ro ute  66 tra ffic  (d e sp ite  infille d  wind o w o p e ning s); no  ne w 

a d d itio ns ha ve  b e e n c o nstruc te d .  Esse ntia l to  the  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  b uild ing  in 

c o nte xt o f b o th the  Ra ilro a d  a nd  Ro ute  66, it re ta ins b o th e ntra nc e s re fle c tive  o f the  

b uild ing ’ s e vo lutio n. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conc lusion 
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The  b uild ing  re ta ins inte g rity a nd  me e ts the  re g istra tio n re q uire me nts se t fo rth in the  

multip le  p ro p e rty d o c ume nta tio n fo rm e ntitle d  “Histo ric  a nd  Arc hite c tura l Re so urc e s o f 

the  C ity o f Cub a , Misso uri, 1821-1963”  a nd  the  a sso c ia te d  p ro p e rty typ e s “ III-A 

Co mme rc ia l Build ing s”  in a d d itio n to  sub typ e  “ III-C : Ro a d sid e  Arc hite c ture ”  a s a n 

inta c t e xa mp le  o f a  c o mme rc ia l ho te l whic h suc c e e d e d  in Cub a  in p a rt to  its a b ility to  

a d a p t to  c ha ng ing  mo d e s o f tra nsp o rta tio n a s the  c ity g re w fro m a  ra ilro a d  to wn into  

o ne  a c c e sse d  b y a uto mo b ile s.  The  b uild ing  thus a lso  sp a ns two  histo ric  c o nte xts 

inc lud ing  “Ra ilro a d s a nd  Ind ustry, 1866-1926”  a nd  “Ro ute  66 a nd  the  Gre a t De p re ssio n, 

1926-1945”  a s d e sc rib e d  in the  MPDF a nd  ha s a  d ire c t a sso c ia tio n with the  c o mme rc ia l 

g ro wth o f Cub a  d uring  its histo ric  d e ve lo p me nt. 

 

 

 

 

16 Be c ky L. Snid e r, Ph.D. a nd  De b b ie  She a ls. 
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Ve rba l Bounda ry De sc ription 

The  Ho te l Cub a  a t 600 Ea st Ma in Stre e t in Cub a , Cra wfo rd  Co unty, Misso uri, is 

a sso c ia te d  with ta x c o d e  21NR-S2-R1-AN a nd  is id e ntifie d  a s p a rc e l numb e r 06-9.0-31-1-

05-002.000.    A d o tte d  o utline  o n the  a c c o mp a nying  ma p  e ntitle d  “Ho te l Cub a  

Bo und a ry Ma p ”  ind ic a te s the  b o und a ry o f the  no mina te d  p ro p e rty. 

 

Bounda ry Justific a tion 

The  no mina te d  p ro p e rty inc lud e s the  b uild ing  a nd  lo t whic h is histo ric a lly a sso c ia te d  

with the  p ro p e rty. 

 

“Ho te l Cub a  Bo und a ry Ma p ”  
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