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E‘d&.ﬁﬂhha

historic Hockaday, John Augustus, House

and/or common Hockaday House

2. Locaticn

— not for publication

street & number] 5 Hockaday Avenue

city, town Fulton — vicinity of congressional district #8 -~ Hon. Richard Ichor
state Missouri code (29 county Callaway code (027
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—— district — .. public —X occupied — agriculture — museum
X_ building(s) _X _ private — Unoccupied .— commercial — park
— Structure — _both — work in progress — educational X . private residence
—_ slte Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious
—— object — int process -—x Yes: restricted —— government — scientific
—— being considered -— yes: unrestricted — industrial __ transportation
: e no — military — other:
4. Owner of Property
name Bobby and Delores C. Holt
street & number 105 Hockaday Avenue
city, town - Fulton —_vicinity of state. Missouri 65251
5. Location of Legal Pescription
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. . 1laway County Courthouse
street & number Recorder of Deeds Office
| city, town Fulton state Missouri 65251

6. Renresentaticon in Existing Surveys

titte 1. Missouri Historic Sites Catalog

has this property been determined elegibie?

date 1983 — federal

——vyes X no

_X¥ _state __county .__ local

depository for survey records ¢4 te Hist

clty, town Columbia

state Missouri

65201




7. Lascrint

o3y
Condition Check one Check one
— excellent —deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_.. original site
— _good —rulpns X __ altered — Mmoved date
X __ fair —__ unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known)} physical appearance

SITE

Throughout its history the Hockaday House has been a landmark in Fulton, Missouri. It sits
prominently on a hill overlooking the Stinson Creek and the original town of Fulton. Ouring
“the summer months the house is well-shaded and although it is now situated close to other
residences built to the south within the last 20 years, the north side of the lot is large,
grassy and evokes a pastoral feeling. In addition, a city park, given to the city of Fulton
by the Hockaday family, is located beyond the property line to the northeast. During the
winter months, there is a clear vista that spans between the Hockaday House on the hill and
the Tucker houses on the north end of Court Street at the other end of town.

EXTERIOR

This brick house was built using a fairly traditional form -- it is a vernacular I-house,
two-stories high, one-room deep, with a three-bay facade and central hall. With its low
hipped roof, denticulated cornice and fairly wide entablature board with bead and reel
molding below, its visual appearance reflects the traditions of an ordered past, undoubtedly
experienced and feit by the people who had the house built.

However, the house also reflects elements of the new Italianate style of architecture which
had reached Missouri by the late 1850's. Elements of this newer style may be seen in the
center gable on the primary {north) facade, the decorative eave brackets, the most
~ characteristic feature of the Italianate style, and tall, narrow, segmental arch windows
with ornamental cast iron lintels with rosettes at the corners, guilloche motifs in the
friezes, and acanthus leaf brackets. The two-story high bay window on the east bay of
the main facade continues -the trend toward asymmetry, and this, along with the prominent,
"picturesque" chimneys decorated with a sort of "petticoat" trim also reinforces the
Italianate flavor of the building as opposed to the more austere Greek Revival style.
The projecting double-door entranceway is topped by a balustrade which has a railing
characterized by -consecutive rings with quatrefoil cut-outs; this motif vaguely echoes
the consecutive ring motif which can be seen on the window lintels of the north facade.
The original doors-are still in place and boast frosted glass panes bearing the initials
"J A H" within a medallion. The segmental arch transom light is c¢ranberry glass and is
purported to be original. A colossal or two-story high portico with square piers has
been added to the main face. The brick has been painted light grey by the present
owners although in the past it has been painted white. The brick itself is laid in
common bond and was made by slaves.

On the west facade false windows with louvered shutters can be seen which were made to

match the windows on the rest of the house with their segmental arches and plain stone

Tugsills. The fact that the first story windows of this house are somewhat taller than
the second story windows appears more evident on the west facade. These windows, as

is the case with the other W1ndows of the house other than those on the north s1de do

not have ornamerntat Tintels. _ S
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INTERIOR

The most prominent feature of the interior is the winding walnut staircase in the central
hall which has 18 steps and a gracefully curving baluster with two turned balusters on each
step and which ends in an octagonal newal post, which originally supported an elaborate
Tighting fixture. Along the wall, a walnut baseboard curves upward echoing the curve

of the baluster. In the east front room there is a fireplace with a cast-iron martle-
piece which has been painted to imitate marble; a raised crest motif ornaments the

area just above the fireplace opening. The original section of the hcouse is higher than
the additions; thus one must step down into the rear section of the house.

ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS

The house has had numerous additions and alterations since its original construction
between 1863 and 1868. The two-story high portico which cuts into the entablature is
probably the most obvious alteration of the main facade. Screen doors have been added

to the double-door entranceway which have been "made to fit" by the addition of a wooden
board over the doors. While making repairs to the paneling in the entrance hall, it

- was discovered that there may originally have been a second set of double doors behind
the projecting double-door entranceway. Another possibility would be that the projecting
entranceway itself may be an addition in which the original doors were moved, or which
was added during the time that the original owners were still Tiving in the house.

A one-story open porch has been added to the northeast corner of the house and several
one-story brick additions have been added fto the rear. The brick of these one-room
additions was also 1aid in common bond. These rooms are exhibiting some structural
problems as a number of sizeable cracks appear where mortar has come out and the foundations
-are also sagging. Although the segmental arch windows and doors of the additions are in
accord with those of the main section of the house, the varying roof types and materials
are not; gabled and flat roofs are used with either asbestos shingles or tin sheeting.
There is also a one-story frame addition with wooden siding which connects with the

open porch on the east side of the house. A basement with stone wails and a cement

floor which contains the furnace and the old coal bin is Tocated under the rear additions.
The Holts have made several major repairs since they purchased the house from Westminster
College in 1964. They have installed a new heating system, have repaired deteriorating
brickwork and have made repairs on the roof. The plumbing system also required major
renovation. A wall which had been added and which divided the kitchen, was removed by
the Holts. '

The narrow strip oak flooring was probably added late in the nineteenth century or
possibly early in this century. '

CONDITICN

The rear additions 'are exhibiting structural problems with their sagging foundations and
cracks along mortar lines. The flooring of the west front room is in poor condition and
requires attention. '
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‘8. Significance

Period Areas of Signiticance—Check and justify below

. prehistoric .___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture_.__ religion

- 1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic - Conservation — . law — . science

— 15001599 ___ agriculture -~ economics —— literature — sculpture

- 1600-1699 _X__ architecture —— education — military & soctal

—— 17001799 ____ art ——_ engineering — muslc humanitarian

X% 1800-1899 ____ commerce ———exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

—— 1900~ — communications . Industry a —X_ poiitics/government  ___ transportation
— Invention — other {specify)

Specitic dates 1863-present Builder/Architect  Jjohn A. Hockaday, builder

Statement of Signiﬁdance lin one paragraph)

Situated on a high hill, the Hockaday House exists as a significant historical and
architectural landmark of that region of Missouri known as Little Dixie. With its
spacious lawn and colossal portico with square piers, the grey structure looms over
Fulton much as a Faulknerian character reminding the town of its southern heritage

and its commitment to ideals rooted in history and expressed in a tenacious regional
identity bent upon its individualism, its own unigqueness and 1ts attachment to the
South. The Hockaday family came out.of ‘the South to settle in Callaway County and
eventually hosted, in their home, the one man who seemed to symbolize the best of

the South and the defiant spir1t of a 1ife-style which had been anything but vanquished.
Jefferson Davis came to Fulton in 1875 at a time when the bloody flag colored political
rhetoric, when Confederate ideals were frowned upon by those in power, and when the
tension between victor and victim was still being ameliorated. At the invitation of
Fulton, a man associated with defeat and stripped of his U.S. citizenship for having
been a traitor, was asked to lead the courty's celebration of 1ts “progress1ve“
agrarian economy.

If the majority of citizenry viewed Davis in this perspective, the people of Callaway
County and its county seat, Fuiton, d1d not. To them, Davis was one of the last
representatives of a past golden age.! ‘It was appropriate that he ‘should stay at the
home of one of Fulton's oldest and most distinguished families; John Augustus Hockaday.
The Hockadays travelled from Clark County, Kentucky in 1821 with their siaves to Ham's
Prairie in what is now Callaway County.: Typical of the many southerners who migrated
to central Missouri prior to 1850, the Hockaday Family left respectable social positions
in the South to seek greater opportunities in, what was by 1820, a quasi-frontier
environment. Usually, the younger sons of respectable families, they were, in the
South, left without landed inheritance and, therefore, sought land on the fringes of
the South in the newly opened territories. Seeking material prosperty, they also
attempted to re-create the mythical Southern society of impeccable manners, pastoral
purity in an agrarian environment, and cavalier ideas which all served to soften the
capitalistic spirit inherent in the desire for more land, servants and wealth.

As the Hockadays acquired more Tand in 1825, they buiit a log house which they socon
covered with clapboards which sat on the hill just south of the present building. 1In
1821 Governor Alexander McNair appointed Irvine Hockaday as clerk of the circuit and
county courts as well as treasurer of the newly formed Callaway County. During the
18 years he served in these positions, he also served as probase judge of the count%
and was the original stockholder and first president of the Western Bank.of Fulton.
His family gave generous donations of land to the Methaodist, Baptist, Christian and
Presbyterian churches, for Mrs. Hockaday Sxp]ained the family had great "...reverence
and regard...for the Christian religion."® Apparently, the family assumed partial
respons1b1]1ty for the moral indoctrination of the community; nuch as would a piantat1on
owner insure the b1b11cal tra1n1ng of his subordinates. .

I
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John Augustus Hockaday, the builder of the house now being considered, was born on
Hockaday Hi11 in May of 1837. He was educated at the Tocal Westminster College and
by 1860 he had established a law practice in Fulton, had become city attorney and had
helped compose Fulton's first code of ordinances. In 1866 he served410 days in the
state senate until his defeated opponent challenged his credentials.” It is possibie
that part of the challenge came from Callaway County's reputation as a strong-hold of
confederate sympathizers and from the Hockaday's former association with them.

In 1860, Ca]]awag was one of the largest slave-holding counties in Missouri with a slave
ratio of 1 to 3.7 The predominance of immigrants prior to 1850 had come from Kentucky,
South Carolina and Tennessee. From 1850 until the Civil War, a new surge of immigrants
came from Ohio, Indiana and I1linois. Despite this influx of new settlers, the power
structure remained in the hands of the older settlers who now controlled most of the
economic and political advantages. This mixture of settlers influenced the position
Callaway County would take on secession. As a whole, the gounty deplored secessionist
tendencies and appealed to reason and a conciliatory view7 The Tocal leaders pointed
out the economic dangers which would accompany secession.

But, when President Lincoln asked for four regiments from Missouri to fight in the Union
Army, the iocal newspaper announced, “We will not furnish troops to Mr. Lincoln, and that
far we will rebel." The implication was that Callaway was recalcitrant not because it
felt the South was justified, but because it beljeved the North to be unreasonable: "We
have no use for northern fanatics. ....{the paper advocated the formation of) a centrg],
or middle Confederacy....There is no hope now for a reconstruction of our government.”

Widely acknowledged as a haven for confederate sympathizers, Union troops moved into
Callaway County in 1861 and were met by armed, Tocal citizenry who resented martial Taw.
Legend claims a temporary treaty was signed stating that the Union troops would not invade
if the citizenry would peacefully disband. Thus, the county officials saw this treaty

as their own truce - their own peate - and referred to their county thereafter as the
Kingdom of Callaway. However, Union trgops remained in Callaway and the local citizenry
continued to aid the Confederate cause.” It was not until 1868 that all Union soldiers
had departed along with the censorship imposed by martial law. In their place remained
members of Missouri's Radical Republican Party which disenfanchised many Confe?ﬁra
sympathizers and arbitrarily refused to accept Democratic votes from Cailaway. Callaway
county newspapers raged against t?? political status quo with a rage made all the more
violent because of its impotence. In 1868 when the state legislature refused to accept
the county's representative, the paper reported: "The Kingdom of Callaway will run her
own boat after this...." and added that a citize?zof the Kingdom should not have to
associate with Missouri legislators in any case. The following year the Missouri
Assembly added insult to injury and attempted to change the name of the county to Rodman.
The local editors flared and compared Callaway to a c1iff which must submit patientiy,
since there was no alternative, to vagabonds who wished to carve their names on it.
Callaway was abused but would endure ™., .with the heroism of conscious dignity. nl3

It was the perspective of many who saw CalIaway County as an isolated entity which

must stand alone as a beleaguered outpost of Southern virtues.
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By 1872, voter restrictions had lessened and many of the "Q1d Guard" had returned to power.
In Callaway County, apparently the county and local leaders believed their political and
economic positions secure enough to risk inviting one of the most famous Confederates,
Jefferson Davis, to Fulton. Hockaday, as a member of the Agricultural and Mechanical
Society, set on a committee requesting Davis to come as guest speaker and promising him
“...that not a single voice would be raised in opposition to his visit, but on the other
hand 20 200 freemen will be present and extend to him a cordial welcome to our county and
state." Davis accepted. He traveled to Fulton by private railway car, a trip described
as "...a triumphal processio? into the heart of Little Dixie with Targe crowds greeting
the train at every station."!® Hockaday welcomed Davis into his home and 10,000 to

12,000 people cheered Davis. The towering tree under which Davis spoke was still called
the Jefferson Elm in 1935 when it was destroyed by lightning.

The reception given to Davis evidenced the lingering devotion to the idea of the South
and the Confederate cause. John Hockaday's association with the cause only temporarily
deterred his political ambitions. By 1874 he was elected attorney general of Missouri
and in 1877 he served as a member of the Board of Curators of the University of Missouri
and as a Board of Managers of the State Lunatic Asylum at Fulton. When he died in 1904,
he had also served as a commissioner Tor the Missouri School for the Education of the
Deaf and Duab and as a member of the Board of Trustees of Westminster College.

With Hockaday's death, the house passed to his son and then on to other family members
until it was deeded to Westminster College in 1963 and then they sold it to Bobby Holt

in 1964. The house remains appropriately, and yet ironically, dominating Fulton's

scuthern landscape. With nostalgia, local people first point it out tc tourists and
relatives who visit the town; they refer to it as the "plantation.” In interviewing
Callaway citizens in 1972, Charles Kerr found that to many the Kingdom of Callaway

myth includes two basic ideas: it brings about a feeling of security because the county

is conservative and does nof change 1ightly, and it symbolizes the independent spirit

of their pioneer ancestors. 6" In 1976 the Fulton telephone directory boasted that Callaway
is the ",..only county in the U.S.A. which seceded from both the North and the South

during the Civil War and has not officially rejoined the United States to this very day."l’

FOQTHNQTES
1. Fulton Telegraph, November 1, 1878.

2. William S. Bryan and Robert Rose, A History of the Pioneer Families of Missouri
(St. Louis: Bryan, Brand & Co., 1876), p. 340-341. _

3. 0Ovid Bell, The First Presbyterian Church, Fulton, Missouri (Fulton, Mo.: Ovid Bell,
1948}, p. 27.

4. Ovid Bell, Short History of Callaway County (Fulton, Mo.: Fulton Gazette, 1913}, p. 7.
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Verbal boundary description and justification 1he John A. Hockaday House is located in

Township 47 North, Range 9 of the 5th Principal Meridan, and is contained within
a 100 ft. sq. whose center is the above referenced - UTM coordinate. ¥

List zll states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code : county _ code

state cade county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle 1 Phyllis Strawn, Priscilla Evans é]ice.f_ugate.
Fulton Survey and University of
organization Missouri = History Department date June 22, 1979
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the siate is:

—— hational — state X local

As the designated State Historlc Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
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according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.
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FLOCR PLANS
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HOCKADAY, JOHN AUGUSTUS, HOUSE
COUNTY:

LOCATION:

OWNER:

ADDRESS:

DATE APPROVED BY A.C.:

DATE SENT TO D.C.:

DATE OF REC. IN D.C.:

DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER:

DATE CERTIFICATE AWARDED
{(AND PRESENTOR):

#446
Catlaway

105 Hockaday Avenue
Fulton, Mo.

Bobby & Delores C. Holt
105 Hockaday Avenue
Fulton, Mo. 65251
April 25, 1980

June 16, 1980

June 18, 1980

September 17, 1980

Given to Pat Steele:
Presented:

July 12, 1983

DATE FILE REVIEWED:

Situated on a high hill, the Hockaday House exists as a significnat historical and
architectural landmark of that region of Missouri known as Little Dixie. With its
spacious Tawn and colossal portico with sguare piers, the grey structure looms over
Fulton much as a Faulknerian character reminding the town of its southern heritage

and its commitment to ideals rooted in history and expressed in a tenacious regional
identity bent upon its individuaiism, its own uniqueness and its attachment to the
South. The Hockaday family came cut of the South to settle in Callaway County and
eventually hosted, in their home, the one man who seemed to symbolize the best of

the South and the defiant spirit of a Tife-style which had been anything but wanquishe
Jefferson Davis came to Fulton in 1875 at a time when the bloody flag colored politi-
cal rhetoric, when Confederate ideals were frowned upon by those in power, and when
the tension between victor and victim was still being ameliorated. At the invitation
of Fulton, a man associated with defeat and stripped of his U.S. citizenship for
having been a traitor, was asked to lead the county's celebration of its "progressive"
agrarian economy.




HOCKADAY, JOHN AGUSTUS HOUSE 1 of 4
105 Hockaday Avenue
Fulton, Callaway County, Missouri
Photographer: Hank Koch
Harch 30, 1979
deg. Loc.: 199 Westwood Ave.
Columbia, ilissouri 65201

Primary facade, view to the Horth
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HOCKADAY, JOHA AGUSTUS HOUSE 2 of &
105 Hockaday Avenye
Fulton, Callaway County, Missouri
Photographer: Hank Koch
¥4, Jdarch 30, 1979
Heg. Loc.: 199 Yestwood Ave.

Columbia, #Missouri 65207

Northeast corner of house, view to south-
west.
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HOCKADAY, JOHI AGUSTUS HOUSE 3of 4
105 Hockaday Avenue
Fuiton, Callaway County, Missouri
Photographer: Hank Koch
' March 30, 1979
leg. Loc.: 199 Hestwood Ave.
Columbia, :iissouri 65201

West facade, view to East.
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105 Hockaday Avenue
Fulton, Cailaway County, Missouri
Photographer: Hank Koch
Yarch 30, 1979
Neg. Loc.: 199 Westwood Ave.
Columbia, Missouri 65201

East facade, view to west
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