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United States Department of the Interior 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form________
1. Name of Property

historic name ___Himmelberaer and Harrison Building
other names/site number Liberty National Life Buildina: H & H Buildina (Preferred)

2. Location

street & number 400 Broadway_____________________ [ n/a ] not for publication 

city or town Cape Girardeau____________________________ [n/a] vicinity 

state Missouri_____ code MO county Cape Girardeau code 031 zip code 63701

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the. National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[ x [ nominationJ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties 
in the National Register of Historic Places and meets tne procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR 
Part 60. In my opinion, the property [x J meets [ j does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this 
property be, considered significant I ] nationally f [statewide [ x I locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional 
comments [ J.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Mark A. Miles/Deputy SHPO Date

Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
state or r-ederai agency ana bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. 
(See continuation sheet for additional comments [ ].)

Signature of certifying official/Title

State or Federal agency and bureau

[4. National Park Service Certification 1 

I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date

[ ] entered in the National Register ___________________
See continuation sheet [ ].

[ ] determined eligible for the National __________________ 
Register

See continuation sheet [ ].
[ ] determined not eligible for the National __________________ 
Register.
[ ] removed from the National Register ___________________ 
[ ] other, explain see continuation sheet [ ]. ___________________
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5.Classification

Ownership of Property

[X ] private 
[ ] public-local 
[ ] public-state 
[ ] public-Federal

Category of Property

[X ] building(s) 
[ ] district 
[ ] site 
[ ] structure 
[ ] object

Number of Resources within Property
contributing noncontributing

1

0

0

0

_Q_building

_Q_sites

0_structures

_Q_objects

_Q_total

Name of related multiple property listing.

Historic and Architectural Resources of Cape 

Girardeau. Missouri________

Number of contributing resources 
previously listed in the National Register.

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Function
Commerce/Trade:financial institution

Commerce/Trade:business_______

Commerce/Trade:Drofessional___

Current Functions
Commerce/Trade:professional

Commerce/Traderbusiness

17. Description

Architectural Classification
LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY 
REVIVALS____________________

see continuation sheet [ ].

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
See continuation sheet [x]

Materials 
foundation Concrete

walls Brick
Concrete

roof Concrete

other

see continuation sheet [ ].
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8.Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

[X ] A Property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our 
past.

[ ] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, 
or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or 
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in 
prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

[ ] B removed from its original location.

[]C a birthplace or grave.

[ ] 0 a cemetery.

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ ] F a commemorative property.

Q G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 
50 years.

Areas of Significance
Commerce______

Periods of Significance
circa 1908-1953_____

Significant Dates
N/A________

Significant Person(s)
N/A__________

Cultural Affiliation
N/A_________

Architect/Builder
Barnett. Havnes & Barnett

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ ] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested

[ ] previously listed in the National Register

[ ] previously determined eligible by the National Register

[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#________________________________

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

Primary location of additional data:

[x] State Historic Preservation Office

[ ] Other State Agency

[ ] Federal Agency

[ ] Local Government

[ ] University

[ ] Other:

Name of repository:__________
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10.Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one acre

UTM References

A. Zone Easting Northing

16 276460 4131870

C. Zone Easting Northing

[ ] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

B. Zone

D. Zone

Easting

Easting

Northing

Northing

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Melinda Winchester

organization Historic Preservation Program/Southeast Missouri State University date February 19. 2003 

street & number 2285 County Road 316___________________ telephone (573) 204-7339____ 

city or town Cape Girardeau________________ state Missouri____ zip code 63755________

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Merriwether Investments______________________________________

street & number 20 N. Spanish

city or town Cape Girardeau state Missouri

telephone (573^651-1916 

_ zip code 63701_____
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Section number 7 Page _2___ H & H Building (Preferred)
Cape Girardeau County, MO

The building sits on the southeast corner of the lot with an asphalt parking area that runs along the 
west side of building and continues for a total of 170 feet. The parking area also extends an 
additional 5'x32' at a 90-degree angle at the northwest end providing access to a public alley. 
Another alley also runs parallel to the north side of the building and provides a pedestrian access 
from the east side of the parking lot to North Fountain Street. (See photo #2). The building was 
proportioned to be a square configuration with dimensions of 100'x100'. 2 The final layout of the 
building on the lot was 100' x 105'.

The foundation is reinforced concrete and there is a full basement below. The east half of the 
basement was used as a breakroom and locker room for Missouri Utilities Company employees from 
1926-1999. The west half of the basement houses the boilers for the steam heating system. There is 
also a vault that was originally use by the Southeast Missouri Trust Company when the building 
opened in 1908 that is now used for storage by the Oliver, Oliver, & Waltz Law firm. Concrete 
reinforced walls with brick veneer rise out of the foundation to the fifth floor with the exception of the 
primary south and east elevations. (See Figure #1) Main entry into the building is centered on the 
south elevation. Historically, there were three entrances on this side equally spaced between the 
seven primary bays. Each provided separate access into the commercial businesses on the main 
floor and tenants on the above floors used the center entry. (See Figure #2). The original recessed 
center entry still remains as the primary access to the building. The south side entrances in the 
second and sixth bays were double full light doors flush with the sidelight windows. These have been 
removed and replaced with large plate glass windows matching the window treatments in the other 
bays. This change was made about 1978 when the Missouri Utilities purchased 4/5ths of the 
building. The south elevation continues to project a strong commercial flow. The east elevation has 
a 3'x7' entry door on the north end which provides access to the basement and the main floor 

tenants.

Above the fifth floor on the south and east elevations is a brick cornice line with bricked in panels 
outlined in soldier brickwork with a small limestone ledge above. (See photo #3) In 1908, the original 
structure was built with an enriched and projecting cornice line with dentil moldings. A limestone 
balustrade adorned the top of the cornice. (See Figure #2) This cornice line was removed in 
approximately 1936 due to deterioration. The flat roof is constructed of reinforced concrete with 
asphalt coating'." There"is a small 2~0'x2T brick and metal penthouselhat houses the"elevators motor. 
A bird's- eye view shows the penthouse and also the classic H-shape of the building. (See Figure 

#3) Many in the community believe that Himmelberger and Harrison chose this design due to their 
names, but actually it was to provide light to all of the interior offices.

2 When the Cape Girardeau Daily Republican announced the construction of the new office 
building on July 17, 1906, it described it as a 100 foot square building to occupy the comer of Broadway 

and Fountain.
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