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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The George Washington Carver National Monument encompasses 210 acres of 
the original 2UO-acre Moses Carver farm. A rather level site, the farm is 
bisected from east to west by a small spring-fed stream known as the Carve 

Branch.

The land was originally settled by Moses Carver in 1838. He built a log 
cabin near a spring on the branch. At some later date he built a second 
cabin southeast of the first cabin, which* in turn was used as the slave 
cabin.

Records indicate that there were only 100 acres of improved land on the 
farm. The major crops were maize, wheat, oats, Irish potatoes, hay, flax, 
and rye, much of which would have been fed to his livestock during the 
winter, and the rest sold or used by the Carver family and work hands.

The other 1^0 acres were woodland and prairies filled with wild fruits, 
grasses, and game. Wild nuts and fruits were abundant: strawberries, 
sarvis berries, dew berries, raspberries, blackberries, huckleberries,

'x grapes, pawpaws, persimmons, hickory nuts, walnuts, chinquapins, hazel- 
uuts, and wild grapes grew in the fields and woods. There was plenty of 
wild grass for cattle to graze on; large flocks of quail, prairie chickens, 
geese, wild turkeys, and ducks nested in the area; and herds of deer 
grazed in the woodlands.

Walnut trees were native to the area, and also were planted for fence rows 
and lumber. Also present were native hickory and hazelnut trees, and elms 
which surrounded Carver's farmhouse.

Moses Carver had also planted an extensive orchard which had at least 520 
trees by i860. None of this, remains.

Cattle', horses, sheep, and pigs were raised on the Carver farm; Moses 
Carver was known for raising fine race horses.

Since very few historic structures have remained, large importance has beer- 
placed on recreating, and preserving, the historic setting. Thus, a portic 
of the park land is leased for farming, and along the Carver Branch much 
of the original vegetation has been encouraged to return so that it appears 
much as it did in the 1860s. The predominant land-use pattern in the 
Diamond area is still farming and stockraising, and the Winter family, 
neighbors of Moses Carver, still owns the farm across the road, so present 
activities around the park enhance the historical atmosphere.

ne of the structures which stood on the Moses Carver farm during George 
-ishinston Carver's boyhood, except the family cemetery, still remain on 

the site. Nevertheless, the park has built a 3A-mile-long "Boy Carver 
Nature Trail" which links a few historic sites, structures, and objects

(See Continuation Sheets Pace l)
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