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COMMON:

Far West
AND/OR HISTORIC:

.... ................ ..Knr West. ....

STREET AND NUMBER: K1
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'z miles v/est of Kingston, Missouri, on Route II and north 

Route D

CITY OR TOWN: gj^ Section 10 , NEJ4 Section 15 ; SWJ4 Section 11 and NW}i 

Section 14, Township 56N - Pana-e 29V/
STATE

Missouri
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CATEGORY 

(Check One)

O District Q Building 

K3 Site [-] Structure 

D Object

CODE COUNTY:
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OWNERSHIP

1 1 Public Public Acquisition: 

12 Privote f~| In Process 

| | Both | | Being Considered

CODE

Caldwell OPS
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STATUS ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC

[ | Occupied Yes:

«i ,i . , PI Restricted 
Oil Unoccupied '   '

i   in . , 55 Unrestricted 
| _ 1 Preservation work

in progress '   '

PRESENT USE (Check One or A7o.-e as Appropriate)

[33 Agricultural (~| Governmant |~| Pork 

f~l Commercial C~l Industrial Q"| Private Residence 

n Educational Q Military [x] Religious

! I Entertainment t~l Museum [ | Scientific
...

[~1 Transportation 1 1 Comments 

D Other fSpec//v)
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OWNER'S NAME:

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
STF:FET AND NUMBER:

Central States Mission, 3Q6 South Pleasant Street
CITY OR TOWN: " ISTATE: CODE

Independence | Missouri 64650 24
^Sii^l^
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Office of Recorder of Deeds, Caldwell Countv
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Kingston Missouri 64650 24

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue
DATE OF SURVEY: 196"5 D Federal g3 State Q County Q Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

State Historical Society of Missouri
STREET AND NUMBER:

Corner, Hitt and Lowry Streets
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

Columbia Missouri 65201 24



CONDITION
Q] Excellent Q Good Foir

(Check One) 

Deteriorated Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

(X] Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

C3 Moved [XI Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ("if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Little remains today of the Mormon town of Far West in Caldwell 
County, Missouri. Except for the temple lot site, which the 
'Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints made into a reli 
gious shrine and park in 1968 and a small Reorganized Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints church building to the south 
west, the rest of the original square mile tov/nsite is rolling 
farm land. There are, however, several of the original corner 
stones of the proposed temple building on the lot site. These 
have been unearthed and marked by the LDS Church.

At its zenith, Far West was a city of grand design. City blocks 
were 396 feet square. The four main avenues which diverged at 
right angles from the public square in the center of town were 
each 132 feet wide, and the secondary streets were each 82}i feet 
in width. On the public square the Church planned to construct 
a 'massive temple along with other public buildings. The town, 
though, had few permanent buildings. As one contemporary ob 
served, "Far West spread over a great deal of ground, with very 
shabby buildings for a city. ...a large proportion of the popu 
lation .being women.and.children, living in tents, half-face 
camps, and board shanties." The town's population probably never 

exceeded three thousand.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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O 18th Century 

|X) 19th Century
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f-j Socia l/Human-

itorian

f-j Theater

| | Transportation

[~l Urban Planning 
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The long-deserted Mormon town of Far West in Caldv/ell County holds 
major significance to both Mormons and those interested in Missouri's 
early history. To church members the town has special religious 
meaning. Here the Prophet Joseph Smith received seven divinely 
given revelations which were to shape the basic structure of both 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and the later 
Reorganized Church. One of his revelations declared the town site 
to be "a holy and consecrated land." Historically, Far West is 
significant for additional reasons. With its establishment, Mormons, 
for the first time in their history, controlled a local government. 
This experience gave them practical political knowledge which church 
members were to use later at Nauvoo, Illinois and Salt Lake City, 
Utah. (Robert Bruce Flaiiders, Nauvoo: Kingdom on the Mississippi, 
1965, p. 10.) At its zenith, Far West was one of the largest com 
munities in northwest Missouri and served as the church's official 
world headquarters. (Ray B. West, Kingdom of the Saints, 1957, 
p. 73.)

After residents of Jackson and Clay counties became hostile towards 
the Mormons, the church in the summer of 1836 sent an exploring 
committee headed by John Whitmer and W. W. Phelps to find a new 
area for settlement. (History of Caldv/ell and Livingston Counties, 
Missouri, 1886, pp. 120-22.) Since the Missouri General Assembly 
had designated Caldv/ell County as a special "Mormon County" the 
church selected a site in the west central portion of that county. 
(Walter B. Stevens, Centennial History of Missouri, 1921, Vol. II, 
p. 108.) On August 8, 1836, the Mormons officially established the 
mile square townsite of Far West as their new "capital." They then 
laid out their new town on a grand scale. Within a year Far West 
had become a booming county seat town of several thousand residents. 
The rapid influx of "Saints," many from Mormon settlements in the 
vicinity of Kirkland, Ohio, prompted the church in November 1&37 
to double the size of the original city plan. They also enlarged 
the city blocks to contain four acres instead of 396 feet square 
as first designed. (Alvin R. Dyer, The Refiner's Fire: Historical 
Highlights of Missouri, I960, p. 71; Klaus J. Hansen, Quest for 
Empire, 1967, p. ^9.)
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