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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AMND DRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Little remains today of the Hormon town of Far West in Caldwell
County, Missouri. 3ZIxcept for the temple lot site, which the

~Charch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints made into a reli-

gious shrine and park in 1968 and a small Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints church building to the south-
west, the rest of the original square mile townsite is roliing

farm 1land. There are, however, several of the original corner

stones of the vroposed temple building on the lot site. These

have been unearthed and marked by the LDS Church.

At its zenith, Far West was a city of grand design. City blocks
were 396 feet square. The four main avenues which diverged at
right angles from the public square in the center of fown wvere
each 132 feet wide, and the secondary streets were each 02} feet
in width. OCn the public sguare the Church planned to consiructl

& massive temvle along with other public buildings. The towa,
though, had few permanent buildings. As one contemporary ob-
served, '"Far Vest spread over a great deal of ground, with very
shabby buildings for a c¢ity. ...a large proportion of the popu-
lation being women and children, living in tents, half~-fzce
carps, and board shanties." The town's poypulation probably never
exceeded three thousand.
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STATEMENT OF SIGHNLFICANCE

The long-deserted ¥ormon town of Far West in Caldwell County holds
major significance to both Mormone and those interested in Missouri's
early history. To church members the town has special religious
meaning. Here the Prophet Joseph Smith received seven divinely
given revelations which were to shape the basic structure of both
the Church of Jesus Christ of latter-day Saints and the later
Reorganized Church. One of his revelations declared the town site

tc be Ya holy and consecrated land.”" Historically, Fex Yest is
significant for additional reasons, With its establishment, Formons,
fcr the first time in their history, controlled a local government.
This experience gave them practical political knowledge which church
menbers were to use later at Nauvoo, Illinois and Sail Lake City,
Utah., (Robert Bruce Flanders, Nauvoo: Kingdom on the Mississippi,
1965, p. 10.) At its zenith, Far West was one of the largest com-
munities in northwest Missouri and served as the church's official
world headquarters. {(Ray B. West, Kingdom of the Saints, 1957,

p. 78.) '

After residents of Jackson and Cley counties became hostile towards
the Mormons, the church in the summer of 1836 sent an exploring
committee headed by John Whitmer and W. W, Phelps fo find a new
area for settlement. (History of Caldwell and Livingston Counties,
Missouri, 1886, pp. 120-22.) 3ince the lissouri General Assembly
had designated Caldwell County as a special ''Mormon County" the
church selected & site in the west central portion of that county.
(Walter B. Stevens, Centennial History of Missouri, 1921, Vol. II,
p. 108.) On August 8, 1836, the liormons officially established the
wile square townsite of Far West as their new "capital." They then
laid out their new town on a grand scale, Within a year Far West
had becote a2 booming county sezt town of several thousand resideunts.
The rapid influx of "Saints," many from Mormon settlements in the
vicinity of Xirkland, Chio, prompted the church in November 1837

to double the size of the original city plan. They alsoc enlarged
the ciity blecks to contain four acres instead of %96 feet square

as first designed. (Alvin R. Dyer, The Refiner's Fire: Historical
Highlights of Missouri, 1950, p. ?1: Kleus J. Hansen, Quest for
Empire, 1967, p. 49. )
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A major event in the history of Far West occurred on July &, 1837,
when the chureh fathers laid the cornerstone for their new tenmple.
Although never built, the FKormons did excavate the temple's cellar
which measured 120 by 80 feet and 5 feet in depth. (The History.
of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
1951 edition, Vol. II, pp. 113-4; History of Caldwell and Living-
ston Counties, Missouri, 1886, 121.) '

Disputes with non-Mormons, at times turning fo vioclence, prompted
Missouri officials to scek their ouster from the state. One c¢risis
resulted in the imprisonment of the Prophet and several other high-
ranking church leaders during the winter of 183%8-1839, The Mor-
mons, therefore, in January 1839 established an ad hoc "Committee -
on Removal' for the purpese of evacuating their members from Far
West and the surrounding area to a more friendly location in
western Illinois. (Robert Bruce Flanders, Nauvoo: Kingdom on the
Mississippi, 1965, p. 12.) The mass exodus of 1839 and 1840 left
the community with few residents. ¥Far West, however, continmed to
be the Caldwell County seat until 1843 when the county seat was
relocated at its present location in Kingston. {(History of Cald-
well and Livingston Counties, Missouri, 1886, p. 122.)

;'-4".“ . «
(Y .




R N —————————.

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES.
1. Dyer, Alvin R. The Refiner's Fire: Historical Highlizhts of
Missouri. £alt Lake City: Deseret Book Company, 1960,
2. ¥landers, Robert Bruce. MNauvoo: Kinzdom on the Mississivpi.
Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1955.
3+ Hemsen, Klaus J. Quest for Empire. Ann Arbor: Michigan State
University Press, 1957.
GGRAPHICAL BATA i Xiake
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES o ENATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PropERTY |0 DEFINING THE CENTER FOINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minpges Secands Degress  Minutes Seconds Degree: Minutes Seconds
MW j9° O. z|' u 5“‘} o g * " o ’ L] o ’ -
NE 39e LO. 43| 9% 7. 15-
SE 29 3% 50~ 940 7. 22.
se_ | _39e 39 51- | oho 8. 25, |
AFPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMIN ATRD PROPERTY:  OHU o
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR FROFERTIES GVERLAPRING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: T cooe {county .. CODE mo.
Im
Isvate: . T T copE |couwTy: .. _ .} cobm
STATE: - CODE | COUMTY: cope =
v
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CcoDE |
ORM PREPARED, c
WAME AND TITLE:
R . NS
B, Bozer Grant, Research Histordian
ORGANIZATION Missouri State Park Board DATE -
State Historical Burvey and Planning Office April 29, 1870 -
STREET AMD NUMBER: i far]
P,0. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Bullding =
CITY OR TOWN: IsTATE cons .
Jefferson City issourd 65101 -
As the designated State Liaison Qfficer for the Na- X . L .
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 1 hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Reglster and certlily that it has been
cvaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended i - . . "
. L _ o, Chicf, Office of Archeofogy and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this noemination is: .
National [¥] State {3 Local {7
Late
Name ATTEST
Joseph Jaeger, Jr. o
Title _Director, Missouri State Park .
Board, and Missouri State Liaisen Kceper of The National Registor
Cfficer
Date Datc
. . "
1'{“;} X ' ‘ © . . . . i

[ R =,




Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTHMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1565} NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

{Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Missouri

COUNTY

Caldwell

FOR NP5 USE OMLY

ENHTRY NUMBER DATE

{Number ail entries)

Fe

FAR WEST

k&, History of Caldwell and Livineston Counties, Missouri,

5. The History of the Reorganized Church

St. Louis: National Historical Company, L686.

of Jesus Christ of

House, 1951.

Latter-day Saints. 4 vols., Independence: Herald

6. Stevens, Walter B, Centennial History of Missouri. & vols.

St. Louis: 8. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1921.

7. Thorp, Joseph. ZEarly Days in Missouri. Liberty, 1883,

8. West, Ray B, Kingdom of the Saints.
Press, 1957.

New York: The Viking




s

2

AL

I te R

a

‘.r . ’
[ A __ :

K e

N \\hL_ »\M?\.
ASETR

e

N :
A LS L R
. aﬁ" = e NI Ja m.. ./:;.h.,%ﬁwdm
YA R UeSeGaSe 137 Quadrs
~ "Polo"  (1924)
1:62,500

i T
RN ._:...._,w\‘_.:._a_knlm.m. - - .
Latituge Longitude

AVRE AN _ _ _

Nt S m_\/}@ | : s A B BB 39040t 3r 9)o7ton
wf/ iy R, b/d\.mmnm /.,..,_;.. f | FEST NS AN g .. (@i ARAT SE 390939150m wro,_:mm.:
_ T O s (SDTA R s e ) Y R W 39000 k30 9106 15

ARNNEIE PR R R SN M S e 39939151 9)oftpgn

Ly b - -
PN NS )

e
)

=

S

=

S
. ot

T

T ety ke e




FAR WEST

COUNTY: Caldwell

LOCATION: 5 1/2 mi W of Kingston, Mo. on Route H and N
2 1/2 mi on Route D

OWNER: Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

ADDRESS : Central States Mission, 306 S. Pleasant St.,
Independence, Mo. 64650

DATE APPROVED BY A.C.: 05-17-70

DATE SENT TO JEFF. CITY: 06-03-70

DATE SENT TO D.C.: 06-03~70

DATE OF REC. IN D.C.: 06-11-70 |

DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER: 09-22-70

DATE AWARDED CERTIFICATE
{AND PRESENTOR}:

DATE FILE REVIEWED:

—._.The long-deserted Morman town of Far MWest in Caldwell County holds major significance _

to both Mormans and those interested in Missouri's early history. To church members
the town has special religious meaning. Here the Prophet Joseph Smith received seven
divinely goven revelations which were to shape the basic structure of both the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and the later Reorganized Church. 0One

of his revelations declared the town site to be "a holy and consecrated land."
Historically, Far West is significant for additional reasons. With its establishment,
Mormans, for the first time in their history, controlled a Tocal government. This
experience gave them practical political knowledge which church members were to use
Tater at Nauvoo, IT11inois and Sait Lake City, Utah. (Robert Bruce Flanders, Nauvoo:
Kingdom on the Mississippi, 1965, p. 10). At its zenith, Far West was one of the
Targest communities in northwest Missouri and served as the church's official world
headquarters. (Ray B. West, Kingdom of the Saints, 1957, p. 78).
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e ENTIEICATION e :
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIiIRECTION, ETC.
LDS marker located on the north side of the temple lot site. View
taken from the south facing north,
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e Missouri py Caldwell 025
- SAP-REFERENCE
_ SOWRCE,
- U.5.G.S. 15" Quadrangle "Polo"
i SCALE: 1:()2,500
L A TE: 1924
= |45 REQUIREMENTS .
TS RE INCLUDTD OM ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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common:  Far West
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T AN

ST
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% mllps west of Klnoston, Mlssourl, on Route H and north

_______jMLmllgLJuLﬁthe D

IR S R e SH4 Section 10, NEK Section 15; SuWli Section 11 and NWi
Section. 1, Tovmship 56N -~ Bange 20W

STATE: CODE |couNTY: CODE
Missourd : 24 Caldwell 025

FHoTo creol™ H, Roger Grant, State Historical Survey lMissouri State Park Board
PATE oF PreTo:  10:00 a.m., January 23, 1970
NEGATIVE FILED AT Missourd State “a“k Boaro, P.0. 17

W, DI

Far West town site and portion of LDS park and religious
shrine. View taken from the east facing west.
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STATE:
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NEGATIVE FILED AT:  Missouri State Park Board, P.0. 176

1204 Jefferson Buildine., Jefferson City

Missouri 65101

DENTIF’ICATIO

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTIGN, ETC.

Cornerstone at northwest corner of temple lot., View taken from
the southeast facing northwest.
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