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The Edmond Jacques Eckel House is located in downtown St. Joseph, Missouri in a
formerly fashionable but now neglected neighborhood, one block north of the
Buchanan County Courthouse and across the street from the Mannerist Revival City
Auditorium, another building designed by E.J. Eckel. The Eckel House is a two
and one-half story building with basement constructed of brick laid in common bond
on a foundation of brick. It is capped with a truncated hipped roof faced with
asphalt shingles. The house measures 25' along its east and west sides and 36'
alcng the north and south and is rectangular in plan {see plan). A small inset
porch with a shed roof and wooden turned columns is located on the south side
while a small flat roofed portico of wood with wooden columns of the Tuscan order,
painted white, shelters the main entrance on the west side. Hipped dormers are
iocated along all sides of the hipped roof. Each features cast iron post and
Tintel supports of Eastlake inspiration,

Notable decorative features of the Eckel House include Timestone lintels over the
main entrance and the windows of the west and west half of the south facade which
continue vertically, flanking each window to impost level. At the paired windows
on the west side, this Tentel is supported by wooden mullions ornamented with
bull's eyes. The main first floor window in the projecting bay on the west side
is further elaborated by the addition of a wide 1imestone course meeting the
window at impost Tevel. Over each of these Tintels rests a fanciful hood mold
with voluted termini. The terminus over the windows is the projecting western bay
is 1n the form of a tightly rolled acanthus leaf.

The Tintels of the Eckel House are differentiated and decorated in a very subtle
manner. Those on the west side have edges beveled into diamond and ovoid patterns.
The south Tintels feature several variations of scalloped or curving decoration.
Each is sT1ightly different in design.

The remaining decoration on the exterior of the Eckel House is executed by means of
subtle variations in the structure of the brickwork itself. Just below the cornice
on the west and west half of the south side runs an elaborate corbel table which
becomes plain on the east end of the south side and completes the circumference

of the house. Below this, meeting the first and second story lintels at impost
Tevel on the west and west half of the south side two stringcourses run each

formed by a soldier course of brick with each member placed obliquely. On the

west side, the projecting window pair is further differentiated by its flanking
brick plers with brick "capitals" of receding corbel courses resting on "shafts”
accented by vertical interstices.

- Except for the alteration of one door on the south inset porch to create a window,
there have been no changes or additions to the exterior of this building. It is
currently vacant, totally neglected and in a badly deteriorated state. The
stonework of the lintels and some of the brickwork of the window s$i11s have fallen
away or been broken off in several spots, and the roof and drainage system are
1n need of repair.
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Unlike the exterior, the interior of the Eckel House has been altered often. Most
recently, partitions have been added to several of the rooms on both the first and
second floors., Some of the few ornate features of the interior such as the walnut
ard tile fireplaces and the walnut staircase have been damaged. The attic has
been finished as servants' guarters,
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Edmond Jacques Eckel

The Edmond Jacoues Eckel House is significant as the home of E.J. Eckel, one of the
foremost 19th and 20th century architects of St. Joseph, Missouri and the Midwest,
which was designed by the architect himself as a home for him and his family.

Edmond Jacques Eckel was born in Strashourg, the province of Alsace, France in

1845, His early schcoling was at the Gymnase Protestant of Strasbourg, supplemented
by architectural study under the city's architect (Men Who Make St. Joseph "The

City Worthwhile", n.p.)}. From 1864 to 1868 he studied at the Ecole des Beaux Arts

in Paris in the ateliers of Paccard and Yandoyer (Thieme and Becker, Vol. X, p. 318).
Some of his drawings survive from this pericd which show him to be imbued with

Beaux Arts design principles and a fine artist at this early date (Western Architect,
XVII, p, 80). In 1868 Eckel came to the 1.S.A. on the steamer Ville de Paris and
worked for several months in New York and Cleveland (Bryan, p. 50}. En route to
fmaha in 1869, his train was delayed in St. Joseph. It is reported that he liked

the town so much that he decided to stay. (Utz, p. 76). He first worked as an
architect in this city for P.F, Meagher, and he later jecined the firm of Stigers

ant Boettner {Bryan, p. 50}. In 1872 he became a partner in the firm, and, with

the retirement of Mr. Stigers, the firm became known as Boettner and Eckel. From
1880 to 1893 Eckel worked in association with George Mann, an architect from

Indiana who had studied at M.I.T. and had previously practiced in Minneapolis,
Detroit and Washington, D.C. as a draftsman (History of Buchanan County, Missouri,

p. 826). From 1893 to 1903 Eckel practiced alone. In 1908 he joined into
partnership with Walter Boschen and, in 1910, with William Aldrich. Stil1 Tater,

he joined with Otto Brunner. This firm exists today as Brunner and Brunner, with
William, the son of Otto, as senior architect. Eckel, who has been described as
"the...most successful architect and respected practicioner of architecture in the -
certral western United States", was a member of the Western Association of Architects
from 1835 to 1889 when that organization merged with the American Institute of
Architects. At that time Eckel was made a fellow of the A.I.A. {Men Who Make St.
Joseph "The City Worthwhile", n.p., Bryan, p. 50).

Other notable buildings in St. Joseph accredited to Eckel or his firms are the
German American Bank Building {1889, Tisted on the National Register 11/24/78),
the Josiah Beattie Moss Home (1890-1892), the Irish American Building (date
unknown, now demolished), the Joshua Motter Home (1890}, the J.W. McAlister House
{1890-1891), the John J. Tootle Home (1890-1892) and the C.D. Smith Drug Company,
all designed in the Richardsonian Romanesque Style.
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dthers include the Deaux Arts Commercial Rank {1837), the Manperist Revival City
fuditorium {date unknown), the MNeo-Classical Revival John J. Tootle Home (1900)
and the Beaux Arts Tootle-Lemon Bank (1899}, Others are the Hiagh Victorian
Ttalianate Noyes-Norman Building {1272), fnolehart-Winning and Co. {1880-1884)
and Brittain-Richardscr and Co. {1832) which were all nlaced on the National
Register as Wholesale Row Historic District (9/19/77): and the Chateauesque
James H. Robison House (1888), the Italianate Adam Schuster House (1881), the
flueen Anne Herschel Bartlett-Parker House (1888), the Chateauesque Cummings-0Ogden
House (1895‘ and probab]v others not vet definitely attributed to him but
similtar in style, all in the Hall Street Historic District {placed on the
National Reqister 7/17/79).
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Photo Log:

Name of Property: Eckel, Edmond Jacques, House

City or Vicinity: St. Joseph

County: Buchanan County State: MO
Photographer: Jill Watrous

Date

Photographed: May 1979

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

1 of 5. View toward NE.

2 of 5. W facade, detail.

3 of 5. View to NW showing part of E and all of S sides.

4 of 5. S side, detail of window surrounds and obliquely set soldier course.
5 of 5. View to SW of N side.
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