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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT XDETERIORATED — UNALTERED X__HORJGINAL éITE
—G00D __RUINS L ALTERED — MOVED DATE
_FAIR ~_UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Dilday Mill is a water-powered, grist mill standing two stories above ground
Tevel and three stories above Turnback Creek. Nearly half of the rectangular-
plan mill extends over the water. A storage bin is attached to the northwest
corner. ;

EXTERIOR

Over-all dimensions

The mill measures approximately 22' by 34°'.

Construction materials and colors

Bevel lap siding sheaths a wood frame. Corrugated tin covers the original roof
of hand-split cedar shingles. Poured cement and rubble stone farm the north and
east and west walls of the forebay respectively; the south side is open.

Openings

Windows. A1l windows have been stripped of their sash. Openings are positioned
as follows:

1} front (west) elevation - one window to each side of the centrally
placed entrance on the first story and one window in the gable
over the doorway

2) headrace elevation - four windows evenly spaced across on the
first story and two windows above the first and third windows of
the first story counting from the rear (east) elevation on the
third story :

3} rear (east) elevation - two windows evenly spaced across the
first story and one window centered in the gable '

4) tailrace elevation - three windows spaced in the same manner as
those of the opposing headrace elevation on first story and two
windows above the first and third windows counting from the rear
(east) elevation on the third story. _

Doorways. Three doorways provide access to the interior of the mill: one at
basement level on the headrace elevation, one centered on the first-story of
the front (west) elevation and one off-center to the north on the basement level
on the rear (east) elevation. A fourth entrance is on the first-story, south
wall of the storage bin.

A1 doors are gone.

Porcn

A wood porch spans a portion of the front {west) elevation approximately 36
inches abova ground level. Its shed roof of corrugated tin over a wood frame .

-4
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has collapsed. A flight of wood steps is at the south end.

Storage bin

A one-story, L-shaped, wood-frame storage bin is attached to the northwest corner
of the mill at the first-story level; wood poles support the structure. Rec-
tangular openings are on the west side. Exterior access is by an entrance on the
south wall from the porch. A gable roof of corrugated tin over a wood frame
covers the storage bin. .

Roof
A gable roof covers the mill.

Other details

A poured concrete fish ladder runs across the rear (east) elevation at water
level. A concrete basement landing on the headrace elevation is reached by a
flight of concrete steps attached to and paraliel to the wall.

INTERIOR

Remaining milling equipment includes elevator belting, grain bins, a cyclone
blower, and various pieces of screening and cleaning devices.

Forebay _ ' -

. The walls of the forebay are of rubble stone (east and west) and poured con-

crete (north); the floor is concrete.
Basement

A wood floor, now collapsed, was over the forebay; a dirt floor is in the
west half.

rst
Hor{zontal, tongue-and-groove, wood boards tcover the walls of the two rooms

- of the first floor. Flooring 1s of four-inch and six-inch. tangue-and-groove,
yellow pina. Flour bins are along the south and west walls of the east room.

Second floor 1 ”
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The second floor is comprised of a single room. There is no finish on the walls;
floors are of four and six-inch wide, tongue-and-groove, yellow pine. The cyclone
blower is intact.

A steep stairway in the southeast corner provides access to the third-story Toft
area.

Storage bin

Only the sides of the two bins remain.
ALTERATIONS

The storage bins at the northwest corner were added in 1925;1 a wood shed (now
gone with the exception of its poured concrete foundation) to house a second
turbine at the forebay_level and a marine privy and_turbine shaft on the first
floor dates from 1922.2 The fish ladder is of 19253 vintage. A concrete block
well hoyse, located approximately 12 feet west of the mill, was added in ca.
1950's.™ The auxiliary gasoline engine sat on a concrete pad (date unknown) east
of the storage bin.

Those features Tlost through deterioration and/or vandalism include:

1) a board walk with handrail attached to the headrace elevation
at the basement level and extending over the water to provide
access to the forebay draw gates
the wood draw gates of the forebay _

a series of rods parallel to the headrace élevation for straining

the water _ T

an L-shaped stairway connecting the basement, first, and second

floors

the bottoms (or floors) of the storage bins

the barn sash from each window

doors from all entrances

the wood flooring of the basement which has collapsed into the

forebay below -

9) all m17ing equipment unless noted above - _

10) a red bgick chimney to service a heating stove 4n the southwest
caynar,

| CONDITION - |
D11da{1M111 1s in deteriorated condition. The southwest corner of the building

18 collapsing; much of the wood siding is gone. Al1 windows have been stripped
of thair s&sh; no doors remain to f111 the entranceways. The basement floor over
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the forebay has collapsed as has the roof of the front {west)-elevation porch.
PRESENT STATUS

The Missouri Department of Conservation is interested in the acquisition of
property lying east of Turnback Creek for development and use as a possible stream
access site. The development would provide for road access, parking, small boat
launching, and sanitation.®

The owner of the mill is willing to donate the mill and an acre of land to any
group or organizatign who can provide a suitable plan for the mill's preservation
and perpetual care.” Enrollment on the National Register should provide impetus
to the development of such a plan.

SITE

Dilday Mitl is located on the west bank of Turnback Creek, just south of County
Route K in Dade County, Missouri. Situated on a slight rise, fairly level ground
stretches south of the mill; the creek bank rises into a precipitous limestone
ledge which runs for two miles down the creek 40 to 50 feet above the water. A
heavy growth of trees (oak, hickory, walnut, and hackberry} is found on both sides
of the creek, becoming so thick in places as to form a canopy across the water,

West of the mi1l is what remains of the village of Turnback, Missouri. Most
surviving buildings are not contemporary with the mill: a wood-frame miller's
cottage (1918), native stone chicken house and boat storage shed, and the Earl
Kissee Cabin (1938). The general store and post office are gone; only the ruins
remain of the Scott Home. Remaining residential buildings include the Z. T.
- Mitchel] House with barn and sgokehouse (1874, poor condition) and the Hamlett
House (unknown date, altered).

FOOTNOTES

1. Data excerpted from a draft National Register Inventory-Nomination Form
prepared by Ms., Norma Gleason (great-granddaughter of John B. Dilday).

2, Ibid.
3. Ibid.
4, Ibid,

5. Ibld.: Dorothy J. Caldwell (ed.), Misspuri Historic_Siteg: Cataloque (Col-
&
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umbia, Missouri: State Historical Society of Missouri, 1963), p. 44;
Missouri Mills and Coveéred Bridges {Jefferson City, Missouri: The Missouri
Tourism Commission, n.d.), n.p.; and Alvin R, Jones, "Ten Water Mills

Had Their Home jn Dade County Years Ago," The Qzarks Mountaineer, Vol. 9,
No. 2 {(March, 1961), p. 12.

6. Statement by Carl R. Noren (Director, Missouri Department of Conservation),
personal correspondence with Ms. Norma Gleason, April 29, 1975,

7. Data excerpted from a draft National Register Inventery-Nomination Form
prepared by Ms. Norma Gleason.

8. Ibid.




KB} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEOLUGY-PREMISTORIC  _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
—1400-1489 —ARCHEQLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __BCIENCE
~—1500-1689 . __AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 — ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY XSOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 XAHT _.ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER
L14800-1899 Z.COMMERCE XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _ PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
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—_INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES built 1867 BUILDER/ARCHITECT John B. Dilday

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dilday Mi11 on the Turnback Creek, southeast of South Greenfield, Missouri, is
significant as the oldest of three water-powered mills still in existence in
Dade County. During its period of operation, the mill was a social/business
center of the village of Turnback, Missouri.

When the first settlers came to Dade County {as early as 71833 and 1834),1 they
sought sites for settlement locations near the many streams and rivers; and at
least ten mills were known to have been built_along the principal waterways (the
Sac River and Turnback and Limestone creeks).2 Of these mills, today only three
are standing: one in operation (HuTston Mi11 [1880]), moved from its original
10cat§og) and two in deteriorated condition (Comet [1882] and Dilday [1867]
mills). ’

History

The original mill was built in 184diby Britton Finley; companion buildings in-
cluded a saw mi1l and blacksmith shop. Following the formation of South Town-
ship 1E February, 1860,% Finley's Mill was designated 95 the place to hold elec-
tions.” The building was burned during the Civil War.

In September, 1867,8 John 8. Dilday came from- Kansas, buying the three;quarteg
section on which the present mill is located. On Christmas Day of that year,
Dilday, with the help of his neighbors, raised the frame for a neY mill. Fre-
quently changing owners, the mill stayed in operation until 1943.10 In the late

- +1950's the flour rollers and 42-inch ston?]buhrs were sold; its turbine-type

water wheel was bought by a junk dealer.

In its heyday, Dilday Mi11 was the center of the busy village of Turnback. A .

post office was located there as early 3 1856 and continued until 1905, when

1t was discontinued by reason of R.F.D. The postmaster was John B, Dilday, who
served in th?a capacity from 1869 until his death in 1895 except for three months
during 1883, Although numbering only 35 in population, the-community of Turn-

. -back did boast of a blacksmith (Jackson Brisco), farmers %Jaﬁﬁar Dilday. and Z.. T. .

Mitchel1}, a mi11 operator {John B. Dilday), and a general store (Potter & Zell-

- 'weger) 11 1879, Wheat, dry hides, feathers, and fruit were shipped to Ash Grove i

for dietFibution, A Christian church and & district school wepe in the vicinity.14

o In 1883, & physician (R. M. Irwin) had joined the community: J, J. Hooker was the

blacksmith and A, Zeliweger ran the general store. Shipments to_Watkins (or
South Greenfield) 1ncluded woal, wheat, potatoes, and 1ivestock,15 By 1889, busi-
4 o
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ness directories Tisted only a physician (T. M. Bryant}, a mill operator ({John

B. Dilday), and a blacksmith {Kerr Hastings); the population had dwindled to 18.16
M. D. Grootemo?y was listed as the mill operator in 1898; M. D. Shockley ran the
general store,

The survey of Missouri's historic sites is based on the selection of sites as
they relate to theme studies in Missouri history as outlined in "Missouri's State
Historic Preservation Plan." Dilday Mill is, therefore, being nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places as an example of the themes of "Exploration
and Settlement," "Economics," "Society,” and "Technology."

FOOTNOTES

1. History of Hickory, Polk, Cedar, Dade and Barton Counties, Missouri (Chicago:
The Goodspeed PubTishing Co., 1889), p. #441.

2. Ibid., p. 437; Souvenir Program: 125th Anniversary (July 6 thru 10, 1966)
(Dade County, Missouri: Quasqui-Centennial Association, Inc., 1966), n.p.;
and Alvin R, Jones, "Ten Water Mills Had Their Home in Dade County Years
Ago," The Ozarks Mountaineer, Yol. 9, No. 2 (March, 1961}, p

3. Dorothy J. Caldwell (ed.), Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue (Columbia, Mis-
souri: State Historical Society of Missouri, 1963), p. 44; Jones, pp. 9, 12;
Souvenir Program, n.p.; and Arthur Paul Moser (comp.), A Directory of Towns,
Yillages and Hamlets Past and Present of Dade County, Missour1, p. 7 (xeroxed
manuscript).

"~ 4. Jones, p. 12; Dean E. H. Criswell, "The 01d Dilday M111 ~- Don Draper's
' Paint1ng,“ The Ozarks Mountaineer, Vol. 6, No. 5 {April, 1958), p. 7;_Sou-
venir Program, n.p.; Missouri Place-Name Survey Finley Mill (Co1umb1a,
Missoury: State Historical Society of Missouri, 1930}, n.p.; and Missouri
Mi11s and Covered Bridges (Jefferson City, Missouri: The Missouri Tourism
Commission, n.d.), n.p. ;

5. History of Hickory, Polk, Cedar, Dade and Barton Counties, M1ssoni, p. 448;
and History of Dade County and Her People (Greenfield, Missouri The Pioneer
H1st0r1ca1 Company, 1917}, p. 26. '

64 IEI_...

7. Missourt Mi11s_and Covered Bridges, n.p.; Criswe11. p. 7% dones, p. 12§ aﬁd
Missoury PTace-Name Survey: Finley M111. ”
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8. Missouri Place-Name Survey: Dilday Mi1l (Columbia, Missouri: State Historical
Society of Missouri, 1930), n.p.; Jones, p. 12; Criswell, p. 7; and Missouri
Mills and Covered Bridges, n.p.
9. Missouri Place-Name Survey: Dilday Mill, n.p.; and Criswell, p. 7.

10. Jones, p. 12; and Missouri Mills and Covered Bridges, n.p.

11. 1Ibid.

12. Moser, p. 14.

13. Data excerpted from a draft National Register Inventory-Nomination Form
prepared by Ms. Norma Gleason (great-granddaughter of John B. Dilday).

14. Missouri State Gazetteer and Business Directory for 1879-80 (Detroit, Mich-
igan: R. L. Polk & Co., & A, C. Danser, 1879), p. 827.

15. Missouri State Gazetteer and Business Directory {1883-84), Vol. IV (Detroit,
Michigan: R, L. Polk & Co., and A. C. Danser, 1883), p. 1228.

16. Missouri State Gazetteer and Business Directory (1889-90), Vol. VI (St.
Louis: R. L. Polk & Co., 1889), p. 1470.

17. Missouri State Gazetteer and Business Directory (1898-99) (St. Louis: R. L.

Polk & Co., 1898}, p. 1418,
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