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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Corby-Forsee Building is located in the business district of downtown St.
Joseph, Missouri. As originally constructed, the building rose twelve stories,
but a one story addition was built at its apex in 1927 to house the trade halls
of the St. Joseph Grain Exchange. The Corby-Forsee Building measures 80' along
the north and south and 114'6" along the east and west and is constructed of
reinforced concrete faced with yellow brick and grey-buff terra cotta detailing
~ at the first, second, eleventh and twelfth floor levels. Below, the terra cotta
facing along only the Fifth Street and Felix Street facades echoes a modest
version of Beaux Arts detailing with exaggerated floral and faunal rinceaux,
anthemion antefixes, egg and dart moldings and a frieze of oval escutcheons in
a sea of acanthus tendrils, birds and floral imagery (see photos #4,5 and 6).
This decor reaches a crescendo at the main entrance in the west end of the
north facade. Here, massive modillions of Michaelangelesque design support
a lintel which acts as a base for a large glazed tympanum. The plain flat
archivolts of this feature are embellished by the addition of plain and enriched

wa%er leaf moldings and are topped by an enlarged anthemion supported by flanking
volutes. : '

Above this zone of decoration rise eleven stories, articulated by plain yellow
brick piers and spandrels broken only by a terra cotta string course above the

~ third floor. Just below the eleventh floor, terra cotta decoration begins again
with a zone of plain panels and bosses. Acanthus encrusted terra cotta verticals
risé to a second decorative zone where laurel wreaths surrounding large escutcheons
are featured. Above, floreate verticals rise to cornice level. Here, the
arcuated theme of the design recalls that of the main entrance and, like it,
features elaborate moldings and oversized modillions which support a heavy
denticulated cornice.

The addition of 1927 which sits above the cornice measures 30' along the north

and south and 45' along the east and west. It is of a contrasting plain utilitarian
style of construction which is vaguely Renaissance in inspiration. Notable

features include its broad ornamental iron cornice featuring acanthus and

anthemion motives and its corner pavilions on the north side.

Inside the building, just beyond the Italian marble foyer, the barrel vaulted
marble faced lobby is located with pclished brass elevators in its south wallg
embellished with the coats of arms of the Corby family. Their molded paneled

and voluted surrounds are flanked by broad marble pilasters capped with highly
embellished floor indicators. Above, the barrel vaulted ceiling, which is painted
gold, features extensive coffering and bronze chandeliers. To the east and west
the Tobby walls are pierced by doorways enclosed beneath Michealangelesque
segmentally pedimented surrounds.

The remainder of the interior features 200 rental offices, each with its own
lavatory. The corridors carry white tile floors, white Italian marble wainscotting
and oak millwork.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Corby-Forsee Building, the first multistory office building in St. Joseph,
is significant due to its imposing architectural character which dominates the
downtown (see photo #1). In addition, because the history of this building is
intimately linked with the stories of the Corby and the Forsee families, two
of St. Joseph's most prominent, its significance is further enhanced.

John Corby, a former Mayor of St. Joseph (1856), was born in Limerick, Ireland
in 1808. He came to America with his family in 1820 and a few years later he
began a career in railroad contracting. In 1843 his job led him to St. Joseph
where he became a banker and merchant of note. Corby was instrumental in the
establishment of the Hannibal - St. Joseph Rdilroad in the 1850's, and he
served as its director and as the vice president of the Roseport and Maryville
Kailroad Company during the same period. Later in his career he served as
president of the St. Joseph - Denver City Railroad Company and of the St.
Joseph - Topeka Railroad Company. In addition to his business success, John
Corby was known for his philanthropies. He has been especially noted for his
charity work and financial assistance to the Seminary of the Sacred Heart, St.
Joseph Hospital and St. Joseph Cathedral. Corby died in 1870 (Rutt, pp. 467-468;
Portrait and Biographical Record, pp. 238-239; Hardman, p. 400). '

Colonel Joseph A. Corby, nephew of John Corby, arrived in St. Joseph in 1867
from Ohio on a visit to his uncle. He stayed and eventually became involved

in his uncle's interests. In addition, he was owner and publisher of the St.
Joseph Daily Gazette (1873-1875) and he was a pioneer in the establishment of
telephone service 1n the Midwest. In 1879 he built the Bell Telephone Exchange
in St. Joseph. 1In 1881 he constructed a 1ine 1inking that city with Atchison,
Kansas, the first such line west of Buffalo, New York to connect two cities.

In 1882 he assisted in the establishment of the Missouri-Kansas Telephone
Company. Colonel Corby's other interests included transportation and utilities.
In 1878 he built and operated the Frederick Avenue Street Railway. Later, in
1883, he brought the Pacific Mutual Telegraph lines into this city and he
constructed and managed the first electric 1ight plant in town (Rutt, p. 448).

John Corby, the eldest son of Joseph, was vice president of the Zeilda Forsee
Investment Company, the corporation which constructed the Corby-Forsee Building
(Combe Printing Company's Directory, p. 238). '
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Dr. Edgar B. Forsee came to St. Joseph with his family from Kentucky in 1856.
He became known as an outstanding citizen, doctor and businessman. His wife,
Zeilda, managed his large estate after her husband's death. The corporation
formed by her constructed the Corby-Forsee Building (Rutt, pp. 263-264).
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Photo Log:

Name of Property: _Corby-Forsee Building

City or Vicinity: St. Joseph

County: Buchanan County State: MO
Photographer: As noted

Date

Photographed: As noted

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:

1 of 11. Colonel Joseph A. Corby, member of the Corby family, namesake of the Corby-Forsee
Building of St. Joseph, MO. Photo taken by unknown, date unknown.

2 of 11. View to N along 5" St. showing the dominant position of the building. Photo taken by Noelle
Soren, Aug. 1979.

3 of 11. View to SW of upper position of the building showing terra cotta trim and the addition of 1927.
Photo taken by Jill Watrous, May, 1979.

4 of 11. SE corner, facing Felix St., showing the location of the terra cotta trim at first and second floor
levels. Photo taken by Jill Watrous, May, 1979.

5 of 11. Near NE corner, detail of terra cotta rinceaux at floor level. Photo taken by Noel Soren, Aug.
1979.

6 of 11. Main entrance on N side (Felix St.). Photo taken by Noelle Soren, Aug. 1979.

7 of 11. Main entrance, detail showing embellished archivolts, frieze and anthemion cap. Photo taken
by Noelle Soren, Aug. 1979.

8 of 11. Carved marble embellishment separating the small foyer from the lobby. This feature is
barely visible in photo #6. Photo taken by Noelle Soren, Aug. 1979.

9 of 11. Interior, lobby on N side, view to SE. Surfaces are faced with white marble and the polished
brass doors feature arms of the Corby family. Photo taken by Noelle Soren, Aug. 1979.

10 of 11. Interior, lobby ceiling. The entablature and ceiling are painted gold and the segmental
pediment features arms of the Corby family. Photo taken by Noelle Soren, Aug. 1979.

11 of 11. Interior, lobby, E wall, a decorative marble Michaelangelesque entryway. Photo taken by
Noelle Soren, Aug. 1979.
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