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Summary:

The Community Theatre is located at 117 First Street, Newburg, Phelps County,
Missouri. In 1918, Dr. William F. Burns contracted with W.J. Mitchell to construct a
theater. From 1919 to 1955, the building acted as a movie theater, lecture hall and
stage for small plays and community events. This rectangular brick building sits on a
concrete foundation. The brick bearing walls, laid in a commaon bond pattern, are
topped by a medium pitched gabie roof. The front facing gable is hidden behind a
stepped parapet wall on the primary (south) fagade. The primary fagade is simply
designed with a round arch and decorative transom over the door. Two recessed .
panels on either side of the entrance have decorative brick corices and segmental
arched windows. Years of neglect and water infiltration damaged much of the original
interior finishes. Since 1984, the building has experienced a rebirth as a theater for
small stage productions aided by a frame addition to the rear of the building constructed
in 1991. The owners have slowly made necessary repairs to the building and have
restored features when possible. The fagade of the building reflects its ¢. 1820
appearance and the interior layout of lobby, auditorium and stage remains largely intact.-

Elaboration:

Setting: The Community Theater building occupies the socuthem part of an urban lot in
the city of Newburg, Missouri. Located in the historic commercial area, the building
shares the block with the community's oldest building, the Houston House Hotel (1883),
and the old Sullivan Hotel. The building faces south with a zero lot line bordered by the
city sidewalk. The esast wall sits near the edge of the lot with a narrow walkway
between it and the Sullivan Hotel. A sidewalk and gravel driveway extends the length of
the building along the west wall. The rectangular 50-toot by 140-foot lot is on-a hillside:
and was excavated to strest leve! to provide a level lot for construction. The north end
of the lot is a steep hillside coverad with native brush. There is no landscaping.

Current Description: The brick theater is bearing wall and sits on a concrete foundation.
Bricks on all facades are laid in a common bond pattern, though the brick and header

pattern used on the primary (south) fagade differs from the other elevations. Since
1988, the exterior walls have bsen undergoing restoration and repair. Damaged bricks
have been replaced and the south fagade repointed. The original building is 70 feet
long and 36 feet wide and has medium pitched metal clad front-facing gabie roof
hidden behind a parapet wall.' An addition to the north elevation made in 1991 extends.
the building another 12 feet to the north. The interior consists primarily of a large open

' The metal clad roof was installed in 1986 to replace the deteriorated roof cladding. Donna
Bryson, "Small Missouri Opera House Blossoming,” The Joplin (Missouri} Globe, 22 October 1588,
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room, though there is an attic projection room over the lobby and a crawl space in the
southwestern end of the building.

The south, street-facing fagade, is simply designed with a stepped parapet capped by
stone coping. Centered at ground level is a wide round arched entrance. An criginal,
sunburst patterned transom fills the arch. Below the transom is a single-leaf entrance
door centered between two 30-inch wide fixed plate glass windows. The windows and
door are modern and were installed in ¢. 1984. Above and slightly to the west of the
entrance is a small rectangular opening with hinged window. The opening is not
ariginal, but was likely added c¢. 1926 when the theater was remodeled and renamed.
On either side of the entrance are symmetrically placed brick panels recessed
approximately four inches from the plane of the fagade. The panels extend from the
ground, 14 high x 8 wide feet to a corbeled cornice. The cornice consists of three rows
of corbeling and a row of brick angled in a sawtooth pattern. Centered in the recesses
are paired windows under segmental arches. The arch is outlined by soldier course
bricks and the windows have a simple projecting brick sill. The paired windows on the
east side contain original 2/2 double hung windows. Modern 1/1 wood frame wmdows
have replaced the windows to the west.

The east, west and north elevations were more simply designed than the south fagade.
Constructed in a running bond pattern with a header row after every seven stretcher
courses, the bricks on these elevations are lighter in color than those on the scuth wall.
The west wall has a five-foot wide door opening at the ground level filled with paired
doors. Near the center of the wall is a segmental arched window with a simple brick sill
measuring 2’ X 2 1/2." The east elevation, like the west wall, is ufilitarian. Historically,
two windows similar to the one described above were located on the east wall
approximately 2° below the roofline. One is still in place, though the window near the.
north end of the building has been bricked in (photo # 5). A narrow (30" door with
segmental arched transom is located off center toward the north end of the building.
The door provides access to the walkway bsiween the theater and the old Sullrvan
Hotel. S

The original north wall (lllustration #02) has two 30-inch doors, with transoms. This wall
is intact, though a frame addition added in 1991 covers it. The addition, built by local
contractor Mark Seavert, is 43' wide and 12' deep and sits on a concrete and concrete
block foundation. (photo #4). The addition is flush with the northeast comer of the
building but extends 13’ past the northwest corner (photo #2). The east wall of the
addition is covered with cinder block. (photo #5). The other walls are covered in
weatherboard. The north wall has three screened openings hinged to open inward for
ventilation (photo #4). The shed roof of this addition is galvanized metal. The addition
houses dressing and storage rooms, though the interior walls are largely unfinished.
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Access from the dressing room to the stage wings is through cased door opening in the
original brick building. Two wall air conditioners were installed in the east and north
walls of the dressing rooms.

Interior: The lobby is accessed through the First Street entrance on the south fagade
(figure #1, floorplan). The lobby is at ground level with a concrete floor covered by
ceramic tile. Originally, a ticket booth flanked by five-step stairs, faced the entrance.
The ticket booth has been removed, but the stairs, leading to two doors accessing the
auditorium, remain. (photo #9) Concrete bearing walls separate the central Icbby from
rooms to either side. The room to the west was likely an office and has been converted
to restrooms. The room to the east contains stairs providing access to the projection
room above the lobby. This room was extended three feet and the stair rebuilt during
the 1980s rehabilitation. This small room is the only part of the building that retains
original, if very deteriorated, pressed metal ceiling.

The auditorium floor is 40 inches above ground level at the entrance from the lobby and
rakes to ground level in front of what was historically a 15-foot-long by & Y2-foot-wide
orchestra pit. The pit was filled in with concrete during one of the earlier renovations to.
the building (possibly during the 1939 renovation), though evidence of its existence is
readily seen on the floor. The original pressed metal ceiling panels, damaged by a
leaking roof in the 1970s were replaced by wood paneling in 1992.% An antique, though
non-original light fixture was installed at this time. The floor is wood with a crawl space
below except near the stage where a 6 1/2" slab of concrete extends the width of the
building.

The stage on the north end of the auditorium rises 40 inches from ground floor level;
the stage has been extended two feet and currently measures 12° X 20". (photo #8)

Small wings on each end of the stage, 7 wide and 10’ deep, aliow access to the stage =

by actors and lecturers. Originally, the west wing was also accessible from the
auditorium floor by a small set of steps, since removed. There is a set of stage
footlights along the apron and additional lights behind columns at each side of the
stage. More lights are hung along the curtain line and in the stage ceiling. All are
controlled from the west wing.

The number of seats likely varied throughout the history of the building. Joe Cooper,
projectionist in 1851 and 1952, noted that the auditorium had 232 seats during his
tenure. (illustration #5)} Today, the auditorium holds approximately 175, -

The fireproof projection room is over the lobby and has a concrete floor. The nort_h'w‘all
has three small port windows and steel plates above each window. Movies were

% Frank Bridges, interview by author, Newburg, Missouti, 15 October 2005.
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projected to the screen through these windows.’ A cord and pulleys overhead allowed
the stael plates to close in case of a fire. When the cord burned in two, the plates
would drop retarding the spread of the flames. Doors in the east and west walls of the
projection room were thick wood covered in metal on the projection room side, also
providing some protection from fire. (figure # 2} (lllustration #6) The movie projector
was removed during the 1992 renovation, and given to the Newburg Historical St'Jciety.4
The room currently functions as a costume room for plays and productions.

Historic and recent changes to the building:

As noted above, the building underwent a remodeling in 1926. Along with the name
change to the Lyric, several changes were made to the south fag:ade (llustration #3). .
The original single door and large sidelights were removed and replaced by double
doors flanked by metal pansls to provide a wider opsning into the lobby. The transom
window over the entrance was covered and a canopy marquee added. The three-sided
canopy had "Lyric" painted on all sides with flashing electric lights illuminating the
panels. The canopy soffit also had a row of flashing electric lights around the three
outer edges illuminating the sidewalk. The photograph shows a decorative trim above
the front of the canopy. From the photograph it is difficuit to establish a purpose other
than decoration. The offset, hinged window above the entrance was added at this time
for ventilation of the projection room. This hinged window was the only permarient
change in the appearance of the south fagade. A playblll case coverad with chicken
wire was fixed to the southerly fagade east of the door.® With the exception of the small
window over the entry, all the ¢. 1926 changes have been removed and the south
fagade reflects its ¢. 1920 appearance.

The property was deeded to the City of Newburg in 1937. In August 1939, thanks to
fund raising headed by Mrs. Beulah Fuller, the interior was completely remodeled and
redecorated in first-class condition.” Neither the dollar amount raised for this
renovation, nor the nature of the renovations were disclosed. Under the management of
Homer Coffman, the theater reopened and renamed the Newburg Theater in June
1839. It closed again in May 1940 Around 1950, Tink Huff of Lebanon, Missouri,

leased the building from the city. 8 At that time, the canopy marquee was given a face-
lift. The name Lyric was removed, replaced by a display showing the name of the
feature movie and serial. (lllustration #7) A second playbill display matching the one

Joe Cooper, to the author, Newburg, 20 January 2006. Copy of letter on file with author.
* Cameron White, interview by author, Newburg, Missouri, 10 October 2005.

s Zoe Tankersley McKessy, to the author, 10 July 2005. Copy of letter on file with author.

° Bob Forester, to the author, 02 January 2006. Copy of letter on file with author. . .- ..

7 "Newburg Theater to Held Formal Opening,” The Newburg (Missouri} Times, 13 October 1939.-' S

# Jos Cooper, to the author, January 09 2006. Copy of letter on file with author.
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on the east was added to the facade west of the sntrance.

In 1957, Newburg sold the theater. At that time the marques and display boards were
remaoved and the building converted to storage for the Newburg Lumber Company.
During the years between 1957 and 1983, the building was underused and became
deteriorated (Illustratlon #4) In 1983, playwright and interior decorator Jay D. Turley
purchased the building.? With the help of volunteers he established the non-profit
Regional Opera Company and began restoration of the building. The early renovation
by Turey and volunteers uncovered the sunburst window ovar the entrance. The
double doors were removed and replaced with a single door and fixed windows on each
side of the door, reiurning the entrance to its original configuration.

In 1984, Turley sold the building to the members of the Regional Opera Company for
the sum of $1,000."° The Regional Opera Company, through donations at the door and
volunteer work by the members, has managed to maintain the building and make part -
of the needed repairs and interior upgrades. (figure #3 & 4)

To cut down on light coming into the auditorium from outside, there was historically a
small hallway behind the lobby. Offset doors blocked light from the lobby doors and
were draped when a movie was being shown. The western end of the hall had a ,
portable concession stand with Star Popcorn machine and soft drink dispenser.'’ The
wall was removed during the renovation of the building in the mid-1980s. This and the
extension of one room were the only significant alterations to the interior configuration
of the building.

The mechanical systems have been updated throughout the history of the property.
Due to inconsistent local power generation after construction, the owner fitted the
building with its own generator, though the building was later connected to the electrical
grid. In the 1850s, the building was heated with an oil fumace. In 1997, Garner
Heating installed two small electric furmaces under the stageé sharing the vents in the
apron of the stage with the air conditioner installed in 1986.

8 Phelps County Clerk, Records, book 328, p. 297, Phelps County (Missouri) Courthouse.
Ibid. , p. 11,
1 Descrlptlon provided by Bob Forester during an interview conducted by the author in Newburg,
Mrssoun{ 18 January 2006.
Bridges.
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Figure 1. 1919 Floor Plan — Drawing by Mary A. Hudson
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Figure 2. 1919 Floor Plan Attic Projection Room — Drawing by Mary A. Hudson
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Figure 3. 2006 Existing Floor Plan — Drawing by Mary A. Hudson
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Figure 4. Rear Additions —~ Drawing by Mary A. Hudson
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Summary:

The Community Theater in Newburg, Phelps County, Missouri, is locally significant
under National Register of Historic Places Criterion A in the area of
ENTERTAINMENT/RECREATION. In 1919, Dr. Wm. F. Burns contracted W. J. Mitchell
of Rolla, Missouri to build Newburg's first and only purpose-buiit theater. From 1919 to
1955, the period of significance, the Community Theater was the center for
antertainment in Newburg. Through motion pictures and traveling acts, citizens were
able to interact with the larger world. The building also provided a venue for community
events and a stage for local talent. Burns and Meade's intention to create a theater that.
the town could be proud of is evidenced in the community's use and care of the building-
during its period of significance. Graduations, community produced plays and
charitable events often took center stage over the building's commercial functionas a
motion picture theater and stage for traveling live acts. This built a sense of community
pride and ownership that was eventually realized in fact when the city took ownership of
the property in 1937. Increased mobility and changing technology, namely television, in
the 1950s brought about the eventual demise of the small theater. The building,
however, remains largely intact and retains sufficient integrity to convey its significance
as a historic theater.

Background and Historic Significance:

In 1883 Captain C.W. Rogers platied the town of Newburg, anticipating a change in the
location of a division point on the St. Louis-San Francisco (Frisco) Railroad. The
following year, the Frisco's railroad maintenance shops for this section of the line were
moved to the new ccummunitxq13 resulting in a boom of building and settiement to this
rural area of the Ozark Hills."" In July 1884 the Rolla New Era newspaper noted,

The rapidity with which Newburg has grown is surprising. Less than half a year |
ago, one could have numbered the habitable dwellings on the fingers of ons
hand. Now they stand tastefully arranged over an area of several acres. '’

Typical railroad related businesses, such as hotels and restaurants rourished, prc’avi'ding
services to railroad workers and passengers. Some of these sarly businasses, such as .
the Houston House Hotel (originally the Railroad Hotel Eating House), still stand as a.

" Missouri: The WPA Guide to the *Show Me" State. St. Louls: Missouri Historical Society Press,
1998. -
' Mary Alice Beemer. Hello from Newburg Bicentennial City 1776 - 1976, (St. James, MO: Bixler
Printing Company, 1976). p. 3. L : o
* John F. Bradbury, Jr. “The Founding of Newburg, 1882-1885", Phelps Couhty (Missotri)
Historical Society Newsistier, special issue, June 1991, p. 8.
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reminder of Newburg's railroading origins.'®

As the bustle of initial construction settled, residents began the business of building a
community. Dr. William F. Burns was a noted Newburg community builder who
invested in the buildings and institutions of the new town. As a young physician, Burns
moved to Newburg and married local girl, Sarah EI|zabeth Johnson on April 28, 1895."
The new family, soon joined by baby daughter Dorothy, ® built a medical practice and
ran the local pharmacy. In February 1919, Burns purchased Newburg city lot 5, block 2
and in April contracted W..J. Mitchell of Rolla to erect a new movie theater.

Work began on the building in April 1919 with plans to have it completed and open by
the flrst of Juns. Late delivery of the facing brick delayed completion until the end of

July.” It is unknown who designed the theater, though it is likely that contractor W.J.

Mitchell had a hand in the design. According to family historian Joyce Mitchell, it was
common for Mr. Mitchell to design and build based on verbal descriptions provided by
the property owner. Mltohell also relied on verbal contracts, so no documentation of the -
construction can be found.*

Moving pictures were not new to Newburg in 1919, As the movie craze spread across
the country, small theaters or nickelodeons were established in existing storefronts or
second floor spaces. In Newburg, Phelps Counp( Record editor M.F. Meade showed
movies on the second floor of the Pinto store.™ During the construction of the new
theater, Meade contracted with Dr. Burns to lease the building for a term of five years. %
The pariners agreed on the name "Community Theater” because they expected to
make it a real community enterprise; al theater of which they hoped every person in
Newburg and vicinity would be proud.? Mr. Meade cften mentioned in newspaper
reports that he strove to bring top quality entertainment to the theater. In August 1919
he bragged,

The Community Theatre is one of the best country theaters in this section
and will compare very favorable with many theaters in cities of twice to
three times the size of Newburg. Dr. Wm. F. Burns, the builder, certainly
deserves a vote of thanks from the people of Newburg and vicinity for

16 > Beemer, p.6.
F’helps County Recorder. Marriage License Records, Phelps County (Missouri) Courthouse.
'® Sarah E. Burns Daolay, interview with author, telephone, 24 January 2006. _

19 » The Weekly Round-Up," Tha (Newburg, MO) Phelps County Recard, 1 May 1919, p.8.
.Joyoe Mitchell, interview with author, Rolle, Missour, 10 June 2005. '
' Baemer, p.9.

2 - “The Weekly Round-Up,” The (Newburg, MO) Phelos County Record, 03 April 1919, p.8.
2 “The Weekly Round-Up,” The (Newburg. MO} Phelps County Record. 26 June 1919, p.8.
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providing them with the class of theatre he has.?*

The launch of the new theater was a bit rocky. After a delay in construction, Meade
planned the grand opening for July 24, 1918. On opening day, the Community Theaier
was supposed to show "The Heart of Humanity." The advertisement for the picture
advertised it as a top run show endorsed by "Statesmen, Ministers, The Red Cross and
the American Public. % (The silent movie, produced by Allen Holubar, starred Dorothy
Phillips in a story of war and motherly love. Tickets were sold out well in advance.
Tickets for the first three rows cost 22 cents and all of the others cost 45 cents, not
including a war tax of 5 cents. Much to the disappointment of the ticket holders, the
grand opening was delayed because the Model 6 B Powers pr%ector was not delivered
on time. An apology was printed in the Phelps County Record. © The first movie to be
seen at the Community Theater, on 5 August 1919, was not The Heart of Hgmgmu, but
Shark Monrog, noted as one of William S. Hart's best offerings at that time.

Due to delay in receiving projecting equipment, the first avent to be held in the new
building was not a movie showing but a lecture and demonstration by Chief William Red
Fox. (illustration #10) On August 2, Red Fox, a Sioux and son of Chief Black Eagle of
the Rosebud Agency, SD, spoke on,

General Custer's Last Fight, the Battle of Wounded Knee, the Habits and
Customs of Indians, etc. War Songs, War Dances, Blanket Dances, Green
Court Dances and other Native Indian Dances.”? '

The advertisement promised that the lecture would be "enjoyed by the whole family--so
come and bring along the wife and kiddies."

Newburg's location on the railroad and the construction of the Community Theater gave
it an advantage over other communities of it size in rural Missouri, Ease of transport
made it a simple matter for traveling acts to stop in the community. In addition to Chief
William Red Fox, numesrous lecturers and small vaudeville acts performed at the theater
in its early years. These acts were well advertised, and no doubt Meade's duel role as
theater manager and newspaper editor helped the publicity. Sporting taglines such as
“High Class," these acts played one or two nights and drew spectators from Newburg
and the surrounding region. One noted act was Domingo's Filipino Seranaders [sic]

2 =% “Community Theater Opens," The (Newburg, MO) Phelps County Record, 7 August 1919, p. 1.
“Reserved Seats On Sale,” The (Newburg, MQ) Pheips County Record, 19 June 1919, p 8.
“An apology,” The {Newburg, MOQ) Phelps County Record, 24 July 1919, p. 4. |
“Communlty Theater Opens,” The (Newburg, MO) Phelps Countvy Record,” 7 August 1918, p. 1 :

“Chiet Wm. Red Fox,” The {Nawburg MO} Phelps County Becord, 31 July 1918.
Ibid.
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who brought "Filipino, Spanish, Hawaiian and Popular Music" and "the Only Cslebrated
Violinist in America Today" to the theater for two nights in October 1921.° (llfustratlon
#12), A few months earlier, W.C. Buckner's Dixie Jubllee Concert Co. performed a
"High Class Program of Melody, Mirth, and Humor. 3 (|Ilustrat|on #13), Little is know
about these touring companies, though mention of them is found on play lists of other
small theaters across the Midwest.

While traveling acts introduced Newburg to new cultures and the thrill of live
performance, motion pictures were meat and potatoes that kept the theater running. . .
Even in this, the theater tried to be accommodating to the local population. When the
theater opened, they advertised playtimes on Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
evenings with a Saturday matinee at 3 p.m. Evening shift railroad workers, because
work started a 4 p.m., were unable to attend the evening or matinee showings. The
Frisco Railroad requested that the theater manager reschedule the matinee so workers
could enjoy the show and be at work on time without having to leave before the film
ended. Because the railroad supported much of the local economy, Meade complied
with the request and changed the starting time to 2 p.m. *

The cpening of the theater also gave locals an opportunity to develop their own
theatrical or musical talents. Since talkies had not been developed when the theater
opened, locals played pianc or created sound effects from the orchestra pit. Miss
Helen Houston, the daughter of the ownars of the neighboring Houston House Hotel, is
often remembered as an accompanist during the silent film era. In 1939 an
advertisement for a “paciure show" at the theater noted that the "School Band will
furnish the Music."® .

Accompanying a movie might have provided steady work, but the true talents of the
town were seen concerts and plays performed by local actors. Meade and later owners
and managers often donated the space for community events or put off what might
have been more profitably events to benefit the community. The first dis glay of local
talent in the theater was the Newburg Public School Christmas program.™ The program
included readings, songs and plays, and the entire schoal tock part. An admissich was
charged and proceeds used to purchase books for the school library. Other local
events included the recital of the newly formed Newburg Boys Band on April 20, 1922,

* Two Big Nights, Domingo's Filipino Seranaders,” The (Newbur s Record,
210 October 1921, -
“The Gommunity Theater,” The (Newburg, MO) Phelps County Racord, 6 April 1922,
"Matlnee At Two Q’clock,” ﬁi(ﬂﬂh!&mmm 28 August 1919, p. 1.

“Picture Show,” Newburg (Missouri) Timas, 14 April 1939, p. 5.
¥ “The School Entertainment,” MQ) Phel nty Record, 18 December 1919 p.
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and several hlgh school plays, including A Southern Cindereilal preformed April and
May 1922.% (illustration #14 and #18) The theater also hosted the Newburg
graduation exercises, the first of which was held in April 1920, %8

The events in the Community Theater also reflect changing times and the community's
response to them. Because it was constructed in the aftermath of WWI and in use
during the Depression of the 1930s, theater shows often revolved around charitable or
tundraising events. To raise funds for a soldier's memorial, the theater manager waved
rental fees and donated staff tlme to host the, "The Triflers,” featuring comedienne
Edith Roberts, on April 30, 1820.% In September 1922, local performers along with
Mrs. C. D. Huckins and Miss Francis Baggatt teacher of expression in-Springfield,
Missouri, raised $240.00 for the relief fund.*® Several events hosted in the 1930s
reflect the pressing needs of the community, while keeping entertainment at the heart of
the event. Two showings of "Start Cheering” held on April 4, 1939, benefited the local
recreation center with funds gomg to purchase sports equipment. (illustration #16) Later
the same month, on the 18 the film "There's That Woman Again," accempanied by
the school band, and a two-reel “talkie" comedy were shown to raise funds for a hot-
lunch room. %

Like the community as a whole, the Community Theater experienced its ownups and- - -
downs. The theater changed hands, closed and reopened several times between 1919
and 1955, On 20 September 1920, Dr. Wm. F. Burns sold the building to Mr. G. G.
Prewitt and his wife Sarah of Newburg. “ Mr. Meade continued to manage the theater
under his lease agreement with Dr. Burns. In March 1922, Mr. Meade reduced the
number of movies shown weekly, dropping the Friday night film. “ tis not known if this
was done for financial reasons or to allow for other types of events on Friday evenings.
Meade's lease agreement expired after five years and it is likely that the theater
management changed c. 1924. This is evidenced by the changing of the name from

the Community Theater to the Lyric Theater in the mid-1920s. (illustration #3).

The theater operated steadily through the 1920s, but was affected by the onset of the
Great Depression. The theater operated cn and off in the sarly 1930s, (illustration #8 &
#9) but was closed and deeded to the city in 1937. The change in ownership, however,
also reflected the importance of the building to the community. By 1939, the interior of -

% Newburg School Notes," hg (Newburg, MO) Phelps QSMJI! BE.QL‘I. 13 April 1922, p. 1.
'The Weekly Round-Up,” T MO) Phsl 15 April 1920, p. 5.

Memonal Benefit Show,” Ihe.(NaHhum..MQ.).Ehelpa.Cnu.nMBmd. 23 April 1920, p.1.

% “Recital,” The Newburg (M §§ggn] Recerd, 28 September 1922, p. 1.
%"Plcture Show,” The N ri) Times, 14 April 1839, p. 5.

Phelps County Clerk, Desd Fleoords hook 85, p. 474. Phelps County (Missouri) Courthouse.
“Announcmg A New Policy," The (Newburg, MO} Phelps County Record. 2 March1922, p. 1.
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the building was showing signs of wear. At the suggestion of Beulah Fuller, whose son
Edward had made a successful career in acting, the Newburg Civics Club undertcok
the restoration of the theater. Under the leadership of the club, the interior was
completely remodeled, redecorated and "restored to a first-class condition.”® As part
of the restoration, the ¢lub changed the name to the Newburg Theater. At the grand
reopening on October 19, 1939, manager Homer Coffman showed the movie, "Only
Angels Have Wings." Other filmg were to be shown weekly on Monday and Thursday
nights. {lllustration #15) The theater, however, closed once again in May 1940.

With World War Il came a resurgence of the local economy and population. The
gonstruction of Fort Leonard Wood, which began in December 1940 brought 38,000
job seekers through the doors of the Newburg employment office. ® The fort used the
railroad facilities in Newburg as a shipping point, bringing thousands of new recruits
through town. During WWI!, the town boomed, the population swelled from 600 to
6,000 in a matter of weeks. As a result of the influx of people, the theater once again
opened under the name the "Lyric." As the only show in town, figuratively as well as
literally, the theater prospered. During its height in the 1940s, the theater showed
movies seven nights a week (two shows per night) with a matinee on Saturday.
(illustration #17).

After the War, the population of Newburg droppsd and the theater once again began to
falter. Automobiles and better road conditions allowed people to travel to Rolla and
other larger communities for shopping and entertainment. Bob Forester, a resident of
Newburg, recalls the theater closed for a while around 1948 and reopened in circa
1950. Tink Huff of Lebanon, Missouri managed the reopened theater. ** Joe Cooper, -
who operated the projectors at the Lyric Theater in 1951 and 1952, wrote

‘Gone With The Wind,” an all-time classic movie was shown during the time |
was projectionist. The projection booth had to be fireproof. There were small
port windows that you could look out at the screen with stesl plates above the.
windows. The old 35 mm film was very flammable: it would burn like gasoline.
There were 35 frames a second going to the projection head, and the light from

the lamp houses was very hot. lf the film broke or hung up in the head you hada

fire. The Lyric Theater had a fire burn up 3 reels of film. Later, they came out

with safety film, that wouldn't burn.*® The Lyric Theater was open six nights a
week and closed on Tuesday. Along with the main feature, the patrons saw a
cartoon and a newsresl, :

* »Newburg Civics Club Meeting," Newburg (Missouri) Timeg, 04 August 1939,
Beemer p-19.
Cooper 09 January 2006.
4 Cooper, 20 January 2006.
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By the mid 1950s, most homes had a television for entertainment and instant news, and
the Lyric Theater, like others in small theaters across the country, did not survive this
progress. The Lyric Theater closed its doors as a theater circa 1955.

The City of Newburg sold the theater building in 1957 to a group of businessmen,* and
the local lumber company used it for storage. After the group purchased the building,
the Lyric marquee and the playbill cases were removad from the front of the building,
the sunburst window over the front door remained boarded over. A photograph taken
about 1976 shows the building in a state of despair (lllustration #4)

From 1919 to 1955, the Community Theater was the center for entertainment in
Newburg. The name "Community Theater" reflects the desire of the owner and first
theater manager, M.F. Meade, to create a community business responsive to the
entertainment and social needs of the community. As the only commercial building in
town built to accommodate large groups of people, the theater became the center for
community events such as graduations, school plays and community musical and
theater productions. Motion pictures, lecturers and small vaudeville acts also brought a
slice of the outside world into this small Ozark town. The building owners were also
responsive to civic and charitable activities, and ofien opened the theater free of charge -
for fundraisers, notably in the years just following WW!I and during the Depression. In
1937, the city took ownership of the building and, with funding from the Newburg Civics
Club, rehabilitated and reopened the theater in 1939. The commitment of the city and
club to the reopening of the theater reflects its importance as an entertainment and
social center. After the rehabilitation, the building continued to operate until 1955, when
increased mobility and new technology (i.e. television} decreased the need for a local
theater. In 1983, the Regional Opera Company reopened the building as a community
theater. Since that time, the property has been undergoing incremental repair and
restoration. The period of significance is 1919-1955, the date of construction through
the closing date of the theater.

Recent History and Revitalization of the Community Theater:

In 1957, the City of Newburg sold the theater and the building became storags for a
local lumber company. By the early 1980s, after years of deferred maintenance, the
building was intact but in poor condition. Recognizing the value of the old Lyric Theater
to the community, Jay D. Turley took action to save and reuse the building in 1983.¢
Turley, a playwright, director and producer with experience in Hollywood and at Arrow
Rock, purchased the old theater building. On October 24, 1983, he hosted a public

4 Phelps County Clerk, Deed Records, book 308, p. 253. Phelps County {Mlssourl) Cour!house
“ «Opera Company Goes Regional,” Rolla (Missouri) Daily News, 25 October 1983.
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meeting at the local Newburg School to garner support to clean up the building and
begin producing plays. This meeting resulted in the formation of the Regicnal Opera
Company. In less than three months and all-volunteer cast produced and performed
the piay Showboat A Cornin' which opened in Dacember 1983. The operation of the
theater had the additional benefit of starting a revival in the community. The [Bolla,
MO] Daily News noted on August 2, 1985 that,

The organization of the Regional Opera Company has created a revived
interest in Newburg that can be seen in increased publlcny and real estate
transactions and in the renovation of local buildings.*®

The theater's small stage limits the size of productions, but provides opportunities for
local playwrights to debut their work. Several of Turley's own works have been
produced in the theater including, A Signal for Miss Elizabeth, which won the California
Writers' Guild award for best dramatic play of 1975, Mrs. Ryan’s Heirs, Fllght 409,

Orphan Traing West, and Big Molly.

The theater continues to be responsive to Newburg and the larger community. It has
provided opportunities for more locals to display their talents and launch them into the
regional entertainment circuit.*® The company of actors also provided a special
performance to sequestered jurors in a local trial in 1989, receiving accolades from the
judge hearing the case.”

Jay D. Turley retired in 1997, turning the task of manager over to Frank Bridges of
Rolla, Misscuri. Jay D. Turley passed away at his home in Arrow Rock, Missouri, in
November 2004. Frank Bridges, a retired military officer and currently a Realtor ®,
continues to offer a place for anyone in the region to show off his or her talents and
learn about the work involved in the theater. While a few who act in the theater's
productions have previous experience in other community theaters, most are first-time

5 'Newburg is Experiencing Revival," The (Rolla, MO} Daily News, 2August 1985.
* One of the original charter members of the Regional Opera Company, Cherrie Simpson, sang

on stage with Luci Myers at the Cedar St. Center in Rolla and is recently under contract as an entertainer
at the Meramic Theater in Steelville, Missouri, did her first acting in plays with speaking lines at the _
Regional Opera Company under direction of Jay D. Turley in 1984. Cherrie returns as her timea permits to
entertain again in this theater. Cherrie Simpson, interview with author, Newburg, Missouri, 17 December
2005.

% In August 1989, Jay D. Turiey received a thank-you letter (Ietter #1) from Judge Douglas E:
Long Jr., in Adair County, Missouri, who was hearing the murder trial of John David Brown. The jurors
were sequestered in Rolla, Phelps County, Missoun, and the judge made arangements for the jurors to
see the stage play “White Swan” at the Regional Opera Company. The special circumstances meant .
there could be no cne else in the theater and the cast volunteered to have a special show for the jury. This
is an example of the love of this old theater by those who volunteer to keep the doors open.
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performers or stagehands. New writers also are given a chance to have their plays
presented onstage at the Regional Opera Company. Examples include The Story
Teller {(debut May 2000) by Debbie McGrath, member of the Rolla Area Writers Guild,
and Minnie Bradford's “The Blackberry Patch.” This three act play centered around the
Blackberry Patch restaurant in Rolla during World War I°' and was performed in the
theater in June 2001.

Though most of those who perform come from the region, the theater continues the
tradition of bringing in small traveling acts for special performances. Bob Milns,
internationally known ragtime pianist and storyteller, travels each year from the state of -
Michigan to perform at the Regional Opera Gompany though most of the special '
performers come from Missouri or nearby states, These performances are used fo raise
money for the repair and maintenance of the building.

*' R.D. Hohenfelctt, “Bradford writes play based on life in Rolla,” Rolla (Missouri} Daily News,
Rolla, Missouri, 24 June 2001, p.1{b}.
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llustration #1. Postcard image of the Community Theater, circa: 1920. Property of
John Bradbury, Western Historical Manuscript Collection, G-3 Library University of
Missouri-Rolla, Rolla Missouri, 65401-0249.

Post Carg The Cormnrnunity Theater, Newburg MO., John Bradbury Collection, clrca 1920

Community Theatre, Newburg, Mo.
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lllustration #2. Newspaper clipping, north side of building before room addition in 1991.
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lllustration #3. Lyric Theater, circa: 1925, collection Joe Cooper 3439
Commonwealth, St. Louis, Missouri, 63143,
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llustration #4. Lyric Theater, circa: 1976, “Hello from Newburg” by; Mary Alice Beemer,
Bixler Printing Company, St. James, Missouri, 65559, page 28.
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llustration #5. Lyric Theater, circa: 1951, “Auditorium,” collection Joe Cooper, 3439
Commonwealth, St. Louis, Missouri, 63143.
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lllustration #6. Lyric Theater, circa: 1951, “Projection room” collection Joe Cooper,
3439 Commonwealth, St. Louis, Missouri, 63143.
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lllustration #7. Lyric Theater, circa: 1950, collection Joe Cooper, 3439
Comrﬁgpnweai_th St. Louis, Missouri, 63143.
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lllustration #8. Lyric Theater. A Busy Honeymoon, Play Program. Western Historical
Manuscript Collection — UMR Library, 1930.
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e
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llustration # 9. Lyric Theater, Like a Blast from Hell, playbill. Western Historical
Manuscript Collection, UMR Library, Rolla Missouri, 10 May 1934.
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llustration # 10. Chief Wm. Red Fox, advertisement, The (Newburg, MO) Phelps
County Record, 31 July 1919.
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lllustration #11. The Heart of Humanity, advertisement, The (Newburg, MO) Phelps
County Record, 17 July 1919.
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llustration # 12. Domingo’s Filipino Seranaders, playbill, The (Newburg, MO) Phelps
County Record, 20 October 1921.

i p————

Community Theatre

Newburg, Mo. .
Monday & Tuesday, Oct. 17 & .18
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llustration #13. W. C. Buckner's Dixie Jubilee Concert Co. playbill, The (Newburg, MO)
Phelps County Record, 06 April 1922,

B

The Mmumty “Theatre

W. C. Buckner’s Original
Dixie Jubilee Concert Co.

TbeBmSmgngmcmblanIGohredem Bes:
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Madam Neale G. Buckner. Soprano; Miss Helen Smaliwood. Con-
tralto; Miss Elizabeth Harrigon, Pianist; Mr. Edward Jones, Sece _

Hod Tenor; Mr. Preaton James, Firet Tenor {Boy Teénor): Mr,
Willis Ganze, Indian Tenor: W. C, Buckoer, Basso.

A Guaraﬁteed Attraction

Monday and Tuesday
Anrnl 10 and ll
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lllustration #14. Newspaper clipping, School Play “A Southern Cinderella.” Phelps
County Record, April 13, 1922,

 The High School Seniors are
busy with their rehearsals on
their play to be given Wednes-
day , April 19th at the

Community Theatre: ~ The|

pupils are working dilligently
aff! we predict a great success
forﬁmir dl'fnr&s. Wsm

have been attending to business

‘at Salem a few days this week.

" Misses Smith and Wilson
spent the week-end with home
folks” at" Rolla.

[Tt mwmw

the Senior play. Its title is

alluring, called “A Southern
Gln&emlle” MRS
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llustration #15. First and Last Advertisement Newburg Theater, Newburg (MO) Times,
12 October and 10 May 1939.
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lllustration # 16. News Article and Advertisement, Newburg (MO) Times, 31 March and
14 April 1939.
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llustration #17. Lyric Theater, advertisement, The Newburg (Missouri) Democrat, 12
November 1942.

Lyric Theatre

ALWAYS COOL!
2 Shows Each Night at 7 & 9 P, M.

WMIMMKW 11 and 12 Adm. 10c & 23¢

“ALL THAT MONEY CAN BUY”
James Craig and Simone Simon

Friday and Saturdey, November 18 and 14 Adm. 10c & 180

mmmm p
With The Range Busters H

Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, Nov. 15, 16 and 17 Adm. 10e & 280

“LOOK WHO'S LAUGHIN
With Fibber McGee and r ﬁ

mwmmmf
Wedaesday and Thursday, November 18 and 10 Adm, 100 & 53¢

“VALLEY OF THE SUN"
mmam.mmmum,.
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lllustration # 18. Newburg Boys Band, advertisement, The (Newburg, MO) Phelps
County Record, 20 April 1922.

=

The Community Theatre.
Newburg, Mo.

i , “ages of 9and
This band is composed of boys between ages |
15 years and has been OTg 7 months.

Come And Hear Them.

ot AN e .15 S

Friday, April 28th

Doors open at 7:30. Coneert starts at 5:00 p. m.
Your Patronuge Sg(:gi(cd. \
ADULTS 35 CENTS. CHILDREN 20 CENTS.

Nn War Tax.



NF$ Fom 10-800-8 OME Approvad Mo T024-G018 (8-B8)

United States Departrent of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _9__ Page ___37 Community Theater
Pheips County, Missouri

Bibliography
“An apology,” The (Newburg, MO) Pheips County Record, 24 July 1919.

“Announcing A New Policy,” The (Newburg, MO) Phelps County Record, 2 March 1922,

Beemer, Mary Alice. Hello From Newburg Bicentennial City 1776 — 1976. St. James, MO: Bixler
Printing Company, 1976.

Bradbury, John F. Jr. “The Founding of Newburg, 1882-1885,” News/efter. Phelps County
Historical Society, Rolla, Missouri, (June 1991).

Bridges, Frank. Interview by author, 10 July 2005 and 15 October 2005, Newhurg, Missouri.

Bryson, Donna. “Small Missouri Opera House Blossoming” The Joplin (Missouri) Globe, 22
October 1988.

“Chief Wm. Red Fox,” The (Newburg, MQ) Ph nty Record, 31 July 1919,

“Community Theater Opens,” The {(Newburg, MO) Phelps County Regord, 0? August 1919.

Cooper, Joe, to author, 09 January 2006, 20 January 2006. Copy of letters on file with author
Newburg, Missouri.

Dooley, Sarah E. Burns. Interview by author, 24 January 2006, Via telsphone from Newburg,
Missouri.

Forester, Bob. Interview by author, 18 January 2006, Newburg, Missouri.
Forester, Bob, to author, 02 January 2006. Copy of letter on file with author

Hohenfeldt, R. D. “Bradford writes play based on life in Rolla,” Rolla (MO) Dan‘y News, 24 June
2001.

“Matinee At Two O’clock,” The (Newburg, MO) Phelps County Hecord, 28 August 1918,
McKessy, Zoe Tankersley, to author, 10 July 2005. Copy of letter on file with author.

“Memorial Benefit Show,” The (Newburg, MQ) Phelps County Record, 23 April 1920.

Missouri: The WPA Guide fo the "Show Me” Stafe. St. Louis: Missouri Historical Society'. -
Press, 1898.



NPS Form 10-800-a OMB Aporaval No. 1024-30718(8-08)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sectlon number _9 Page 38 Community Theater
Phelps County, Missouri

Mitchell, Joyce, interview with author, Rolla, Missouri, 10 June 2005.
“Newburg School Notes,” The (Newburg, MQ) Ph Co cord, 13 April 1922,

“Newburg Civics Club Meeting,” The Newburg (MO) Times, 04 August, 1939.
“Newburg Theater to Hold Formal Opening” The Newburg (MOYTimes, 13 October 1938.
“Opeara Company Goes Regional,” Bolla (MQ) Daily N 25 Qctober 1983.

Phelps County Clerk, Deed Records. Phelps County (MO)Courthouse.

Phelps County Recorder. Marriage License Records. Phelps County (MO) Courthouse.
“Picture Show,” The Newburg (MQ) Times, 14 April 1939.

“Recital,” The Newburg (MO) Record, 28 September 1922,

“Reserved Seats On Sale,” The (Newburg, MO) Phslps County Record, 19 June 1919,
Simpson, Cherrie, interview with author, Newburg, Missouri, 17 December 2005.

“The Community Theater,” The (Newburg, MQ) Phe|ps County Record, 6 April 1922,

“The School Entertainment,” The (Newburg, MQ) Pheips County Record, 18 December 1919.

“The Weekly Round-Up,” The {Newburg. MO} Phelps County Record, 03 Apnl 1918, t May
1919, 19 June 19, 26 June 1918, 15 April 1920.

“Two Big Nights, Domingo’s Filipino Seranaders,” The (Newburg. MO) Phelps Gounty Bﬂ;gr_q
20 October 1921.

White, Cameron, interview with author, Newburg, Missouri, 10 October 2005.



NP5 Form 10-800-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 [3-B6)

United States Daepartment of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _10/photo log = Page 39 Community Theater
Phelps County, Missouri

10. Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description:

Arlington Township — NE, $22, T37N, R9, W. City: Lot 5, Block 2, original ¢ity of
Newburg, Missouri, Parcel: 71-08-5.0-22-004-009-015.00

Boundary Justification:

The current boundaries represent all of the property historically associated with the
building. :

Photographs:
The following information is for all the photographs:
Community Theater Building

117 First Street
Newburg, Phelps County, Missouri

Photographs 1 - 10 digital photographs, photographer, Mary A. _Hudson;'

All digital photographs are on file with:  Mary A. Hudson
22076 State Route T, Newburg, Missouri, 656550

1. South Fagade, facing north
West wall, facing north

Woest wall, facing southeast

North wall, facing southwest
East wall, facing south

East wall, facing north
Auditorium, facing south

Auditorium, facing north

® ® N oo ¢ R 0N

L.obby, facing north
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10.Lobby, facing south west

Figure 6, photograph key map, exterior photographs 1 through 6 and interior
photographs 7 through 10, Drawing, Mary A. Hudson.
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