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Freface: Approach to Method and Recommendations

The construction of UOzark Beach Dam, 1911-1913, created the
first Ozarks, and Midwestern., reservoir adaptable to a tourist
economy and an associated resort landscape. FPromoterss business
people, and local residents have continued to build clusters of
resort properties on the lake, especially after World War 11,
that have severely impacted the historic resecrt landscape c.
1911-1950, The pre- and post—WWI]l commercial tourist and summer
cottages represent a major thematic property type in Missouri,
The rusticated bungalow landscape is plainly observable, though
fading in the face of rapid, modern development and populaticon
increases.

This inventory surveyed shoreline properties west of Qzark
Beach Dam on the north through Rockaway Beach and on the south
through Taneyceomo Highlandsj thus, the survey was in general
conducted in the east half of Lake Taneycomo. Our gbjectives
beyond data collection were to establish historical and
architectural contexts for tourism. c. 1911-1950; the narrative
of these two contexts were written by Linda Myers-Phinney and
David Buick respectively. Lynn Morrow provided a Selected
Documentary Exhibit to complement both writings and the three
together form the base for history, architecture, and deocumentary
additions in Phase II of survey work for l{ake Taneycomo.

Morrow and Myers-Phinney surveyed by car and foot every
public road and lane in the survey area save a few posted entries

on the =outh side of the lake. The survey exceeded the projected



150 sites and clusters of sites by some 12 sites; even this did
not complete all the potentially eligible sites in the area. In
particularsy sites along Lakeside Drive in the Shepherd of the
Hills Estates, Forsyth. and Taneycomo Highlands, subdivision #1,
need surveyed in Phase Il and Linda Myers-Phinney has included
them in her Phase I1 scope of work. The survey did include the
following resort placenames: Rockaway Beach, Cedar Point,
Shepherd of the Hills Estates, Edgewater Beach, Dzark Beach,
Eiectric Park, Ozark Beach Dam, old Forsyth and White Swan Camp,
Powerczite, Rustic Acres, Cedar Park, Long Beach, Oakwood resart,
and Taneycomo Highlands, subdivision #2.

The principal repositories that yielded fundamental
supporting decumentary evidence included the Missoguri Historic
Preservation Program, DNRj the State Historical Society of
Missourisi; the Center for Ozarks Studies, SM5U; Evans Abstract
Office, Forsythi and the Kalen and Morvrow public history
collection, Forsyth. Research was enhanced by the previous
rasearch and writing background of all three
investigators——Morrow, Myers-FPhinney, and Guick—-—in the upper
White River country, and their association with the White River
Valley Historical Society as members.

The method of research in Phase II for the west half aof Lake
Taneycomo, centered between the mouth of Roark and Turkey creeks,
needs to replicate that of Phase I with one lone exception—--the
Ozarkiana Room, Lyons Memcorial Library at the College of the
Qzarks contains extensive material on the Branson-Hollister area.

The survey restricted itself to a dominant landscape theme,

i.e.y tourism and resorts. Myers-Phinney explains the early



twentieth—century ideology of the Arcadiarn Myth and Quick relates
that myth and its associated tourism with the rusticated bungalow
landscape. As (Quick concluded,; "For all of the diversity it
seemingly contains, the entire cultural landscape of the
Taneycomo tourist area conforms to a single set of ordering
principles involving the picturesgue, the Craftsman Style and the
rustic:y” a summary generally predicted in the original research
design. The weaving of the Arcadian Myth and a late Craftsman
maovement created a distinct Dzarks vernacular interpretation in
Missouri,

There appears to be extensive potential for National
Register of Historic Places nominations along the Taneycomo
shores. Fpllowing Phase Il consideration should be given to a
multiple resources nomination for a basic set of resort/tourism
properties; then, of course, octhers may be added later as the
context writings for Phase I and Phase Il will be in place.
Smaller multiple resource nominations of clusters might alsoc be
considered, ®.g9.; Rockaway Beach, Shepberd of the Hills Estates,
Fowersite, etc.

Obvious properties from the Bites Listing that should be
considered for nomination, due to their high artifactual
integrity, are:

at Rockaway Beach: Taneywood (42}; Merriam’s Whylaway (43);
Water’s Edge Cottages {(12)35 Kenny’s Motor Court (31)5 Kerr'g
Kourt {(33)3

at Cedar Point: Cedar Point Resort (4)3 and the

Weaver /Faulkner cabin;
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at White Swan Camp area: Bwan Creek bridges Stallcup motel
cabinss

at Shepherd of the Hills Estates: Taney Vista site (2)3
Allaman’s court cottages (7)3 Montgomery cabin (11}35 and a series
of the siab log cabins along the bluff, the number dependent upon
a review of interiors and exteriorsi along Lakeside Drive,
Lohmeyer—Turvillie (23); Foster-Petries (24}7 and some of the
fishing cabins in the block (26-30);

at Ozark Beach: Ozark Beach Dam, a state, if not nationally
significant site (1}; Ozark Beach Hotel (3); Ozark Beach post
officesstore (4)3 and all of the Empire buildings (5-10).

at Edgewater Beach: Edgewater Beach Hesortj the stone
bungalows (3 and 6)3F Newcomer cabin (10}3; Dak Haven Resort (i2)3

at Powersite: Coffelt/Hughes (2); Ambrest/Maggard {3)s5 cabin
(4)i Lloyd/Edgar/Sanders {(B8)35 Kemnedy/Tracy ()i and
Harrison/Bellard;

at Cedar Park Resort, all of it as an historical
archaeoleogical complexs

at Rustic Acres Resort, the three oldest buildings;

at Long Beach area: cabin (l)35 log cabin/Freeland estate (4)3

at Tameycomo Highlands, subdivision #2; and

at Oakwoed Resort, the fishing cabins.

The following historical and architectural contexts provide
the foundation for a multiple resource nomination of the east end

of Lake Taneycomn.



The Taneycomo District:
Historical Context

by

Linda Myers-Phinney

Three events contributed to the development of tourism in
Migsouri’s White River country. The first occurred in 12046 when
engineers complieted the White River Division of the 5%t. Louis
Iron Mountain and Southern Railway. Crossing southwest Missouri,
it joimned existing rail lines in Carthage, Misspuri and Newport,
Arkansas and provided the first easy access into am area which
had been relatively isolated, partly due to its steeply divided
terrain. Although a few hardy sportsmen had previously ventured
into the area to hunt, flost, and fish on the rivers, the
railroad opened the area to travelers who desired a less
strenuouss more pleasant trip. (See Cultural Resources Survey of
Gaiena, Missouri.)}

During the summer of 1905 Harold Bell Wright, a preacher-—
turned—author, camped in Taney County near the western county
line. Here he began a novel which incorporated the loral setting

and people. Published in 1907, the Shepherd of the Hills was an

immediate hit among readers of romantic, popular books. By 1910
people began teming by rail to find the country retreat of which
Wright had written.

Plans for the area’s biggest tourist attraction began in

1210. The Ambursen Hydraulic Construction Company began



inspecting sites on the White River for a power-generating dam to
be built by the Ozark Power and Light Company. The locatiocn
chosen lay two miles upstream from Forsyth in central Taney
County. Construction began late in 1%11, and Lake Tangycamoc was
impounded in the spring of 1?213. OGzark Beach Dam, the compisted
strurture, was notable for two things: it was at the time the
largest hydroelectric dam west of the Mississippi River, and it
created the Midwest’s largest recreational impoundment. The Lake
Taneycomo area became so popular with tourists that it was called
"The Playground of the Middle West" in promotion and the
"Taneycomp District’" locally.

Resorting on the east end of Lake Taneycomo was concentrated
at Rockaway Beach, on the lake’s narth shore. In 1914 Mr. and
Mrs. Willard Merriam of Kansas City purchased the property on
which the town is located and platted Rockaway Beach which they
planned to deveiop as a resort town. As a member of a Kansas
City realty firm, Merriam recognized the development
pessibilities adjacent to a newly-formed lake. His sales people
promoted the resort throughout Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma with
rewarding results—-between mid-September, 1914, and January,
1915, all lake front lots arnd some acreages were sold and twelve
houses built (WRL; © June and il September 1914, and 1 January
1215). Around 1918 the Merriams built a summer home on Beach
Boulevard facing the lake and erected the first of their summer
rentals, the Breookside Bungalows. These small, hillside
structures overlooked a drainage slough to the east and the lake
to the sputh. They all featured the flaring, Japanesque eaves

which characterized the Merriam’s subseguent construction



praojects (The architectural style was a design by Kansas City
architect Frank Phillips. Roberts, 24). In 1919 they
constructed a dance pavilion approximately twenty-Tive by forty
feet iong that sat out over the water at the sast end of the
bathing beach on the town’s western end. A piano-drums duet
provided dance music that first summer with vaudevillian Ted
Nestell playing the drums (Buvrton, 17). Future Merriam building
projects included the Hotel Taneycomo on the east end of town in
the early 1920s, more sleeping cottages, and a second summer home
in 1920, a spectacular cobblestone retreat.

Around 1924 a mnew dance pavilion replaced the 1919
structure. The new building was larger and more acceesibles as
it was situated on the lake front at the edge of Beach Baulevard,
just south of the Brookside Bungalows. The new pavilion was
managed, or possibly owned, by "Captain" Bill Roberts and George
Bierig., This gave the area its first summer-long, public dance
facility. 0On the pavilion’s east end was The Imm, run by
proprietors Hoberts and Bierig, which =erved carry—-out food
(Burton, 1B:.

In addition to the Merriam’s Hotel Taneycomo, which was
commonly £alled the “brown hotel,” the Lrist family of Kansas
City and Springfield built the Rockaway Beach Hotel around 1920
{Appendix, #2B). This structure sported a white, pillared facade
and was twin to another downriver at Ozark Beach which the Crists
acquired in 1928 (4pp., #43). In late 1926 or early 1927 Mrs.
Merriams now widoweds purchased the Rockaway Beach Hotel from the

Crists.



The Merriams contributed to the resort’s growth by bringing
acther families %0 Rockaway Beach; families which sometimes
figured largely in the town’'s development. In 12i8 the Merriams
persuaded the Jaceob Muellers, Kansas [City acquaintancess to make
Rockaway Beach their home. The Mueliers closed the Kansas City
grocery store which they had operated since 1903 and moved to
Rockaway. Mueller became the town’s first postmaster and his
wife assistant postmaster in 1%1%9, posts they held for twenty
years (Schneikart, 243 Burton, 16}. They alsoc operated the
town’s first store in a building which housed the post office as
well, and operated eight Mueller Cottages for tourists (Burton,
17y, Mueller’s son Ernie, a member of Kansas City’s Big 8 Club,
had been coming to Rockaway Beach since 1210 to vacation in the
club’s bungalow (WRL, 16 July 1913}, In 1926 Ernie and his
brother Fred joined their parents in Rockaway Beach and expanded
the family’s interests to include transfer and livery service and
sightseeing tour=s. In 1925 Mueller’s automotive garage was
built, complete with mechanics?® pit (Roberts, 257 HWRL, 13
February 1723).

Tourism in the Lake Taneycamo ares increassed throughout the
teens decade., That the region was fast becoming the "Playground
of the Middle West" was evident in the resorts which bore place
names: Camp St. ftouis, Lamp St. Joe, Kansas ity Club, Tulsa
Clubsy and in Rockaway Beach, the Big 8 Club of Kansas City. Many
visitors came to fish in the new lake and were amply rewarded;
one angler in Rockaway Beach caught eighty-three fish in one day
{WRL, 28 January 171&:.

Increasing teens tourism created several trends in the

2]



Teneycomo area. The amount of fish being taken from the lake
spar ked debate over the ethics of tommercial fishing and
conservation, an issue resclved by enactment of a fishing license
bill by the Migsouri legislature in 1919. Tourist promation
stressed the area’s "country" image. emphasizing a rustic
building style using native stomne and cedar which became
increasingly popular. (In Rockaway Beach this style was evident
in the Merriam’s second home, Mueller’s store and summer
cottages.) Residents also became concerned with providing good
reads in order to keep tourists coming and with etconomic
opportunities for recreation presented by their growing numbers.
Vacationers required amusement, and the excursion business, both
land and water, responded to increasing demands. The Sammy lL.ane
Boat L.ine, the main artery of communication and tranmsportation
between the rail line and resort developments on Taneycomo’s east
end, enjoyed considerable growth after its inception in 1913. 1In
1216 the line built a new excursion boat and in 1919 added a
dance baryge to its fleet (WRL, 21 April (%716, and 2% May 1717},
This dance barge started what was tc be one of the area’s most
popular forms of recreation--dancing on the lake—--continuing the
nation’s dance craze of the teens and twenties.

The 1920s were benchmark years for tourism, noteworthy for
the development they spurred. Iin 1985 Mrg. Merriam had eleciric
lines strung from Ozark Beach Dam upriver to Rockaway Beach, at a
cost of close to $10,000 (Burton, 18}. The power thus provided
repiaced privately-owned generating systemss and lighted

buildings, streetlight=s, and the bathing beach and diving tower
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an the island south of Water’s Edge Resort (WRL, 13 February and

13 August 19205). In preparation for the 19835 tourist seascn Mrs.
Merriam added sixteen new rooms to her Hotel Taneycomo and
erected several new guest cottages (WBL, 13 February amd & March
1e25).

Robherts and Bierigs already proprietors of The Inn on the
waterfront, in 1925 opened their own hostelry. Roberts had
acquired one of the original Brookside Bungalows, which Harold
Smith had purchased in 1923 after Willard Merriam’s cdeath.
Roberts”™ bungalow faced Beach Boulevard across from the segond
dance pavilion. After enlarging and improving the bungalow,
Bierig and Roberts opened it in 1925 as Captaim Bill’s Sportsmen
Hotel and Restaurants featuring the B and R Dining Hall and two
electric pianos. This was the first restaurant on the Rockaway
lake front ("Harry D. Harding," 22§ Burton, 183 WRL, & March
1925:.

At its conclusion the 1925 tourist season was deemed a
record—-breaker. Mrs. Merriam reported that her business had
doubled, causing her to turn away half of thoze who inquired
about her wvarious accommpdations, N. ¥, Crist, co-owner of the
Rockaway Beach Hotel, likewise thought that 1923 had been the
best tourist season in his experience (WRL 3 September 19295).
Anticipating a similar trend the foullowing yeary Merriam again
enlarged her accommodations, adding eighteen bedrooms to the
Hotel Taneycomo, building twe new sleeping cottages, enlarging
the Hotel’s dining room and kitchen, and remodeling the dance
pavilion. Captain Bill ziso improved his hotel. These

expectations proved justified; at the summer’s end 1926 local



newspapers reco-ded 1t as the "mast successful tourist seaszon in
the history of Missouri resort country' (WRL, 14 September 19246).

The resort success was evident in the construction of new
privately-owned summer residences in 1926. Geveral were built in
Rockaway Beach that year, including one for George Olendorf,
prominent Springfield,; Missouri democrat (WRL, 20 May 192&). At
this substantial bungalow complex including guest cottages,
located on a five—acre estate at the junction of Bull Creek and
lLake Taneycomo, Olendorf hosted notable politicians, including
Missouri governor—-elect Guy Park in 1932 (WRL, 20 May 1926 and 29
December 1932).

By the mid-1920s the railroad’s passenger business had begun
to decline due to the increasing use of automobiless but
thousands of people still entered the area by rail. Those
destined for the east Tanevcomb area disembarked at the Branson
railway depot, then boarded passenger boats for the final leg of
the trip. Passenger and excursion traffic on the lake in the
1920s between Branson and Rockaway Beach became so heavy that it
warranted a second Sammy Lane Hoat Line docks in Rockaway. This
boat line, the area’s pldest and largest continuing marine
business, operated more than ten boats in the 19205, and had
headquarters in Bramson, but by 1925 ran four scheduled daily
boats between Branson and Ozark Beach Dam, with Rockaway Heach a
regular stop. The “Virginia May," a double—-decker, sixteen by
sixty~foot dante boat, ran moonlight excursions down the lake to
Rockaway Beach zeveral times each week. Its passengers sometimes

got off to spend the evening at the Rockaway dance pavilion
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before dancing their way back to Branson. 0On other evenings
Rockaway’s danciers would reverse that procedure, dancing to
Branson to spend the evening at the Sammy Lane pavilion there
(WRL, 30 July 192593 ICR, 7 May 1987 Cummings, 8§ and Burten.
19).

Although the Depression effected tourizm in the Lake
Taneycomo region during the 1930s, "hard times” did not bring
resorting tc a standstili. The Sammy Lane Boat Line still
operated several boats, with a total capacity of 480 persons,
and made regular runs to Rockaway Beach and orn down the lake,
and operated a dance pavilion in Branson, manned in 1933 by an
eleven-piece orchestra from Tulsa, Dklahoma (WRL, 16 February and
279 June 1933). The opening of the Rockaway Beach pavilion, ac
always, marked the general opening of the town’s resort season,
with 1932 dance music provided by the Dartmouth College Orchestra
(WRL, 15 June 1933).

& new form of recreation began on Lake Taneycomo in the
1930s——speedboating. This was presaged in the late 1920s by the
appearance of custom-built motorboats for fishing. Local boat
builder Herbert fowmiller and others built several sixteen-foot
steel fishing bgats, powered by Elto motors. These were
constructed in the lake area for ocut-of—-towners who spent
weekends and/or summers at the lake (WRL, 20 and 27 March and
May 1925). For example, Lowmiller built one of his boats for Sam
Herrick of Springfields who in the 1230s graduated to speedboats.

Speedboat races drew large crowds throughout the thirties
decade. Competiticn featured both inboard and outboard motor

boatss raced by competitors from the Springfield area such as
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Harry Wilhoit, a bwoat builder., Sam Herrick, Jr., Dr., Robert
Smith, Dr. Mitchell of Republic, and nationally-known musical
comedy personalities, the Weaver Brothers (HRL, & July 1933).
Racers, some of whom competed in Olathe, Kansas, also came from
the Kansas City area (WRL, 11 May 19233). Lake Taneycomo received
nationwide attention in 1939 when races sanctigned by the
National DOutboard Motors Association were held in Taney County.
Two hundred fifty racers competed for prize money, cheered on by
an estimated 15,000 spectators (TCR, (0 August 1989). Boaters
continued to have a voice on the lake. For example, members of
the Springfield Yacht Club met with Corps of Engineers
representatives in Branson to discuss the cleaning of the
riverbed to make it navigable for the larger vessels owned by
Yacht Club members (JER, 19 January 198%}.

Resort cabin construction continued in Rockaway Beach during
the 1930s, some of it accomplished by those with show business
connections-—often retirees from the languishing vaudevilie
world. Ted and Edythe Nestell of the Ted Nesteil Shows, a
traveling vaudeville troupe, saw a newspaper ad in {914 for
Rockaway Beach. Visiting that year, they decided to make the
town their home between shows,s purchasing five lots and building
a five room bungalow (WRL, 23 April 1915t. The following year,
1215, the Nestells convinced her parents, the H. L. Dutchers of
Ohio, to move to Rockaway. Myr. and Mrs. Nestell also persuaded
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Burtons members of their troupe to visit the
resort. The Burtons subseguently purchased a homes intending to

do as the Nestells did and use it between shows. Both Mrs,



Nestell (widowed and remarried) and the Burtons later retired to
their summer homes, the Burtons in 1936 to operate Burton’s
Cottages for tourists ("Mrs. Edythe Conover," 21, and "Mr. and
Mrs. Steve Burton," 20). The Burtons, in turn, brought Mr. and
Mre. Willis of Wandalia, Illinois, with them to the resort in the
jate 1920s. Willis, also employed in show business. vacationed
in Rockaway several years and in 1954 ke and his wife made it
their permanent home, purchasing half interest in Burton’s
Cottages (Willis Interview). Other cabin complexes originating
during the Depression were Myers’ Cottages and Call’s Cottages,
and by 1237 the-e were twenty-five Brookside Bungalows.

Tourist motor courts alson appeared during the Depression.
In regpanse to an American public on the move in automobiles, the
housekeeping units of motor courts were usually grouped around a
central court and/or a central, private driveway. This differed
fraom older cabin configurations in which individual units alil
accessed the street; motor courts generally provided customer
parking off the street. (This reflected a change in the
prevailing modes of transpartation in Rockaway Beach, and the
nation. Earlier, when most visitors traveled by train and beat
parking was irrzlevant. But the 1920s were a transitional period
for lake area itransportation, a time when more and more people
arrived in automobiles. During the Depression numbers of boat
docks appeared on the beach and by the late 19305 most resorters
drove cars.) The Deluxe Camp No, 2, built in Rockaway Beach c.
1238, exemplified standard mptor court arrangements, with cabins
situated in & U-shape circling the central court.

In the late 1230s motor courts were the latest innovation in

1ty



tourism/resprt accommodations. Many articles and whole
publications we-e devoted te building the most attractive, most
efficient, and least expensive tourist court (App. #B0-B84). The
changing trend toward motor courts was further evident in the
19405 when two courts began in Rockaway Beach that were to become
premier operations. Both Kenny’s Motor Court and Michel’s Motor
Lodge had the private parking characteristic of motor courts, and
both exhibited the motar court architecture whigch differed from
previous Rockeway resort cottage designs. Earlier cottages were
generally of a rustic style which featured eave entries and
summer porches facing the lake. The new style motor court often
displayed gable entry cotitages of a standard design which faced
the driveway or central court rather than a lake vista.

But Rockaway Beath was not the only early resort development
on the epast end of Lake Tanevcomo. Downstream from Rockaway on
the southern bluff above Ozark Beach Dam was the Cliff House
Hotel and the town of Fowersite. R. W. Wilson, sales manager for
the Stuart Truck Company in Kansas, was one of the first to grasp
the commercial potential of the lake:i between August, 1212 and
March, 1913, as the dam neared completian, Wilson built the Cliff
House Hotel. In 1214 Wilsaon filed a plat which revealed his
vision for the future—-—a thriving village called Powersite with
picturesgque streets, several parks, a scenic esplanade along the
bluffs a hotel complex featuring tennis and croguet courts, and
an electric elevator down to the waterfront below (App. #17). He
set about to make all this a reality, displaying a fervor which

caused him to be described in 1917 as a marn who "“"has done more to



popularize the lake with resprters than any other marn on the
take" (WRL, 20 February 191%).

With a post office established at Powersite in 1913, Wilson
formed the Wilson Realty Company to bring the new town to life.
In 1714 he made arrangements with Gegrge Mack, a Kansas City
caterer, to run the camp that summer. Mack plamned to erect
fifty twelve-by-fourteen-foot tents, each furnished with a camp
stove and cots, and to manage a dining hall (HWRL, 24 April 1914).
Wilson was busy meanwhile improving and promoting his resort
property. in springs 1914, he completed a roadway from the bocat
landing on the lake to the hotel and camp on the bluff at
Powersite {(WRL, 15 May 1914). His promotional efforts gquickly
pore fruit; by late summer. 1P14, a journalist from the Kansas
City Star visited Powersite to gather information for an articie,
ang Mrs. Mary Long of Texas was building a six~vroom bungalow atop
the bluff (WRL, 18 and 28 August 1914). 1In 1915 the Cliff House
Club incorporateds and a promotional brochure of that year showed
the hotel backed by a row of rustic screen and canvas-walled
summer cabins and the completed boat dock ont the lake below (App.
#17 and 18}.

Besides the casual tourists and speculators who became part
of Wilson’s growing concerny his contacts with Kansas City people
interested many of them in the {liff House development. Early
Cliff House members included Dr, Burris Jenkins, prominent pastor
of Kansas City’s Linwood Christian Church and internationaliy
known speaker and writers J. F. Laucks, Kansas City architects and

Dick Smith,; manager and editor of the Kansas City Post (WRL, 27

February and 1& July 1%23). Among Cliff Mouse devotees were
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cutdoorsmen and naturalists, including Dr. Jenkins, who was
president of Kansas City’s Izaak Walton League, and Dr, A, H.
Cordier of Kansas City. A spetialist on birds and the author of
various beooks and articles gn the subject, Cordier identified
thirty-two species during one week at the Cliff House., He left
plarming a return trip the following month to take motion
pictures of the feathered fauna {(WRL, B2 April 1926)., The

Rev. Paul Setties an instructor at William Jewell College
northeast of Kansas City, alsoc visited the Cliff House with an
appreciation for its outdoor environment; while there he
discussed with Wilson the possibility of establishing a bird

sanctuary and a Woodcraft League of America boys® camp (WRL, 13

May 15248).

Wilson continued to upgrade his showplace. A 1924 Ozark
Playgrounds Association promotional brochure boasted of the Cliff
House’s excellent tennis courts, private dances with orchestral
music, and dining room service that compared "faveorably to that
of any high class country club” {(The Ozarks, 19). Influenced, no
doubt, by the local and natiomal gooed roads movement, and also by
the record-breaking tourist seasons of 1925 and 1924, Wilson took
action to make Powersite accessible by road from Branson. Until
this time, guests were reguired to travel fyom Branson down the
lake by boat to the Cliff House dock. But in 1524 Wilson bought
land southward and deeded a forty-foot right-of-way through it to
the county. By doing s0 he spurred the county to build a road
connecting Powersite with the Branson—to—-Forsyth reoad. #Hilson’s

road i1s now county highway VY from east 76 to Powersite.



That visitors to Wilson’s development generally found it
amenable was evident in the return trips many made. The Missouri
Writers Guild first held their anpnual meeting at the Cliff House
in 192282. Their tenth annual outing in 19246 was also spent there,
with a8 float trip and an art exhibit arranged for their
entertainment. Others established their seasonal presence in a
more permanent way by building summer homes. An early one was
built in 1918 by J. Scott Harrison of Kansas City, brother of
President Benjamin Harrison. Other homes were built in the 1920s
and 1730s, surely encouraged by Wilson’s new road leading to the
town. In 1923 a stone bungalow was constructed by Dr. Coffelt
{newly refinished by his grandsonl}, a Springfield physician who
discovered the Cliff House resgort while attending a convention in
Rockaway Beach. Kansas City textile merchants built three summer
haomes in the mid-twenties and early thirties——one by the Kennedy
family in 172535 by the Chases, "The Cedars" in 1932 {(gurrently
under restoratian); and by the Lloyds in 1932. All the above
properties remain 1n good condition,

Undoubtedly prompted by interest such as this, and by a
300-strong membership which included lieutenant governor Phil
Bennett, Courtney Riley Cooper of the Saturday Evening Post. and
members in New York; Chicago, Memphis,; Springfield and Joplin,
Missouri, and Pittsburg and Topeka, Kansas, Wilson started work
orn a new $30,000 club house in late 1926 (WRL, 11 November 1924).
Chicago attormney Clarence Darrows Burris Jenkins, and Harold T.
Lincoln, Greene County: Missourl prosecutors were involved with
Wilson in these plans (BCNO, 15 Sepiember 19246). The famous bust

in Florida lanc sales, however, the first sign of impending
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depression, caused crucial fimancing to be withdrawn from this
ambitious plan.

The 1930s were a time of continued activity at the Cliff
House Club, but Powersite never became the thriving town
envisioned by Wilsocn. By the (2405 the Cliff House had fallen
into disrepailr and was subsegquently razed (Edgar and Morrow, 34).,

Approximatizly one mile upriver fram the Cliff Housze was
Cedar Park, another early resort. Cedar Park encompassed three
to four hundred acres on a bluff above the lake’s socuthern shore.
In spring, 1%t4, H. Baird and the McMilien family of Kansas
Citys, who were ultimately involwved in several other lake-related
enterprises,s purchased the land and guickly began building for
tourism (WRL, 23 April 1%913). A promotional brochure published
around 1?15 advertised twenty-five furnished cottages and many
amenities (App. #24). The camp offered bridle paths, tennis
courts, a dance paviiion with a polished maple floor that doubled
as a dining hall overleooking a spectacular lake panorama,
showers, eleciricity, running water (fed from camp reserveirsl), a
commissary, and the Cedar Park farm which supplied fresh food,
The cabins at Cedar Park ranged from small affairs with screen
and canvas walls to slab log buildings to hewed log summer homes
with grand stone chimneys.

Cedar Park guests who looked north across the lake couild see
the spit of land encircled by the lake behind the dam, and could
watch goings-on at the resorts spread over the peninsula and
nearby shoreline. Unlike the southern bluff upon which the Cliff

House and Cedar Park perched, the northern shore was a broad,



rolling expanse which sloped gently toward the lake. During the
construction of Dzark Beach Dam this had been the site of Camp
Dzarksy where the dam’s more than 1,000 caonstruction workers
lived. Camp Ozark had consisted of tents, small cabins, a
commissary and a schoel, and the more permanent bungalaws which
housed power company Supervisory persommel.

After construction was finished the Camp Ozark name
gradually gave way as resort planning began for "Jzark Beach."
This placename described approximately the eastern two-thirds of
the peninsula and shoreline immediately above Dzark Beach Dam.
The strip of lakefront directly behind the dam and scuth of the
road along the lake’s shore was promoted as "Eleciric Park.s”
acknowledging the purpose of the dam. Alomng the shore at
Electric Park a dance pavilion where Branson excursion hoats
regularly docked jutted out over the water, and a botel and
rental rottages welcomed tourists. In addition to being the end
of the line for excursion boats such as the Sammy Lane, Ozark
Beach and Electric Park were stopping places for fTlpoat fishermen
from Branson whe did rnot wish to portage around the dam for a
longer trip to Forsyth, and downriver.

North of Electric Park lay the area promoted under the name
Ozark Beach. In 19146 Walter Slusher and Dale Hartman, two Kansas
Citians, bought forty acres at Ozark Beach and built a twenty-
room hotel and rental cottages (WRL, 21 April 1214). Iin 1719 the
Ozark Beach Post Office was establisheds soon incorperating a
store and restaurant,; and the following years were marked by the
growth which characterized the rest of the lake area. In 1928

the Crist family, who eight years earlier had built the Rockaway
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Beach Hotel, bought the Ozark Beach Hotel (App. #43). They
continued to expand the resort, building the Crist Cottages aon
the knoll west of the hotel. By the 1930s the 0Ozark Beach Hotel
advertised saddle horses, shuffleboard, archery, and a swimming
pool. Contributing te the hotel’s success was the Ozark Boat
LLine, owned by Drury McMillen of Cedar Park. The line operated
row boats, motor hoats, an excursion boat, and the dance pavilien
on the lake.

Just west of Ozark Beach on the western one third of the
resort shoreline lay Edgewater Beach. Along this lake shore was
a cluster of early resort bungalows which incorporated the rustic
esthetic of stcne and cedar tvpical of Lake Taneycompo resort
buildings (the boom in the White River regional cedar timber
harvest, c. 19203-20, created readily available cedar’. {Jak Haven
Resorts a 19305 complex further from shore, exemplified motor
court design with its gable entry cabins and central circle
drive. Edgewater Beach accommodations, combining cottages and
motor court layout at Edgewater Beach Resort, expanded in the
12408 to include Willi Oaks Resort, a slab log lodge and
associated cabins.

Promotion of Edgewater BHBeach during the 1230s was aided by
foarmation of the Edgewater Beach Sportsman’s Club and by Drury
McMillen. The Sportsman’s Club was headed by Taney County
entrepreneur and float guide Jim Owen and was formed to protect
wildlife and promote vecreational activities. Drury McMillen
added Edgewater property that became the McMillen subdivision to

hig growing list of lake—area assets and interests, thereby



becoming involved in Depression—era promotion,

Upstream from Edgewater Beach, on the northermmost curve of
the White River, was another first-generation resort. Long Beach
Resort lay on the lake’s southern shore, situated on a broad
point of land which rolled gently toward the lake., Seen from the
imposing bluff on the opposite shore, Long Beach was part of
Taney Yista, the area’s most photographed scenic view and the
region’s first "scenic site" on modern highways.

Long Beach Resort began in 1913, the year of the lake’s
impoundment. In November plans were underway for the resort to

be built at what was known locally as McKinmmey Bend (WRL, 21

MNovember 1913). In 1914 surveyors platted Long Beach, put lots
on the market, and several bungalows were built (WRL; i January
1215, In 1715 the resort contirnued to growi owners drilled four
wells and a novel hotel opened--The Stags for men only (WRL, 11}
June and 2 July 1915). Only a few weeks later the haotel solg to
A. B. Thomas of Joplin and ppened the following year as the Long
Beach Hotel, under the proprietorship of Mrs. ©T. F. Kelly {(WRL,
23 July 1915 and 21 April 12148).

Building in the Long Beach area continued at least on into
the 1930s and included some nice bungalows. The Long Beach
Resort itself, although it grew %o include several resort cabins,
seems not to have been promoted as successfully as some of the
other early teens resorts. FPerhaps it was eclipsed by the second
generation of lLake Taneycomo resorts, those of the twenties.
Several pf these also occupied the stretch of land which crested
at Long Beach.

Located just over two mtles downstream from Branson and

[}
m



sputhwest of Long Beach, Taneycoma Highlands was a concentration
af hillside summer homes which began in $the 1920s. The majority
of these cabins looked rustic—-—-they were constructed of peeled
logs with pier foundations (some later covered with fieldstone-—
veneer or "skirt rock" foundations), stone chimneyss and
screened, wide-view porches. The arrangement of homes was more
that of a subdivision than a resort, with buildings lving along
three streets which ran roughly parallel to the lake on the west.
This meant that some of these homes did not have a2 view of the
iakes thereby differing from most resort areas where cabins were
arranged along the lake’s periphery or on slopes which afforded a
lake view. Occupants did, however, have a distant vista view
toward the western setting sun and horizon as the bluff location
is high tableland. Taneycompo Highlands atso had access to the
lake beliow. A road wound down around the south end of the resort
and ended on a flat, sheltered beach that was well suited to
fishings swimming, and bpating.

The largest and most preminent structure in Teneycomo
Highlands was the Kansas City Club. Built around 1930, this
structure, like few others in the group. was of native stone. A
wide resort-style porch spanned the buillding’s west side,
allowing a view of the lake in both directions., The Club hosted
Kansas City democratss including Sen. Harry Truman, during the
1930s. 1In the early 1930s the club’s owners tried to get a road
extended downriver from Branson and a bridge built across the
lake to provide easier access to the club. This never

materialized and the complex remained isoclated from the main flow
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of automobile traffic.

One half mile further downstream from Taneycomo Highlands
was the Oakwcod resort, which also had origins in the 19205 and,
not surprisingly, ties with Kansas City pegple. In the mid-
twenties the resort was owned by Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Dickie of
Kansag City. In 1925 the Dickies leased the property to E. J.
Wallace of Boonville, a guide, sportsman, and Izaac Waltonian

(WRLy 13 and 27 March 1925). izaak Walten members from

Boonville, Kanwas City, and Sedalia subsequently visited Gakwood,
perhaps staying in one of the small cedar stick, gable entry,
screen and canvas cabins which survive on the bluff overlooking
the lake.

A 1920s boater traveling further downstream would soon pass
the Sunset Inn, another new project on the east sidey, then
Rockaway Beach on the north shore, and little more than a mile
further, the Cedar Point Resort.,

The Cedar Point land was offered for sale by Willard
Merriam, Rockaway Deach developer, and was purchased in 1219 by
Charley Stone, a retired decorator from Kansas City (Everett,
3C). Stone developed the area 1n the fashion of other resorts:
sited along the lake shore of a narrow, sheltered cove, he built
a lodge in 17922 and surrounded it with rental cottages, while he
sold other lakeside lots and property up the hill from the lake
front for private homes.

Because of its location on a rocky hillside glilade, Cedar
Point lent itself to rustic—-style building. Many of its
structures were of native stone, while hillside deveiaopment

utilized rock retaining walls and steps cut intoc ground rock.
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During the mid—-1920s the Weaver family of "Weaver Brothers and
Elviry" fame purchased dozens of the small, narvow lots. Dn
their property at the top of the bluff they constructed a private
iodge and bathhouse of rustic stone surrounded by native rock
landscaping. Several cabins added to the lakefront area during
the Depression extended over a vock retaining wall, with their
screened porches supported by stilts.

When Lake Taneycomo was formed in 1213 it submerged a tract
of land just below Cedar Point which had not been cleared of
trees, This became known as the "Sunken Forest" and was reputed
to be an excellent fishing spot. For guests interested in
angling, Cedar Point offered a boat dock with rental boats; for
others, a swimming pool.

Cedar Point was located on a historic transportation nexus.
Before the lake’s impoundment two wagon roads from the north and
east met there; then separated to ford the river into McKinney
Bend or follow the north shore on west (Everett, 19). After
Stone built the resort it begame part of another transportation
pathway——it was a regular stop on the Sammy Lane Boat Lirne run
from Branson down the lake.

Beyond the eastern terminus of that boat route was the White
Swan Camp, another tourist spot with roots in the 1920s,
Situated at the mouth of Swan Creeks the camp for a quarter of a
century was the outfitting and departure point for White River
float trips going south to Moore’s Ferry or on to Cotter,
Arkansas.

The bvraad, level area on the eastern side of Swan Creek’s



mouth had iong been historically important. A site of
archaeological significance in the area’s ancient history, it had
been the location of a William Gilliss Indian trading post a
century before White Swan Camp located there. The town Forsyth.
which shared the area with the camp, was eone of Taney County’s
parliest settlements and the county seat.

After croessing the Swan Lreek bridge from the west, Forsyth
lay immediately to the left and the White Swan Camp to the right.
it was also called Shadeow Rock Camp because of the large bluff
which overshadowed the mouth of Swan Creek on the west. The camp
stretched along the gently curving White River shore line, a
location so well-suited to camping that it remains today a
popular campground administered Ly the Corps of Engineers.

The camp was begun by a five-member partnership from
Foreyth,; Kansas City, and Webb City. In 1224 member Oliver Cook
bought all interest in what was then called the Shadow Rock Camp,
Fishing lL.odge aind Basket Shop. The camp expanded in the mid-
twenties boom, and by 1931 advertised twenty housekeeping
tottages as well as a tent area. The ice house to the morth on
Swan Creek’s bank contributed to the camp’s success by providing
ice for tourist cabins and float parties. It alspo became, after
Prohibition, & popular tavern for campers and locals alike. The
White Swan Camp operated in i1%s original location until 1930,
when the White River below Ozark Beach Dam was impounded as Bull
Shoals Lake. That necessitated vacating both Forsyth and the
camp sites., Forsyth relocated west to higher ground and five of
the camp cabins were moved south to form the White Swan Motel, a

motor court.
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The spot where Forsyth relocated in 1950 had been the
location of another development conceived in the flush of the
Roparing Twenties. In L9285 a group of professional men purchased
land atop the hill west of Shadow Rock bluff. In 1924 they filed
a plat for a major subdivision encompassing 377 acres, called
Shepherd of the Hills Estates. The plat, which covered roughly
the area of present day Forsyth, was bounded on the west by Lake
Taneycoma and on the east by Shadow Rock Bluff overlooking Swan
Creek. Plans called for a three-story hotel on the bluff
containing 73 to 100 roomsy a nine-hole golf course, thirty-foot
wide streets bordered by 1,300 cottages eguipped with water and
electric lights, and a boat house and boat landing (WRL, 11 March
1926). The Estates was envisioneg not as a summer resorts but as
a town development which would offer year-round rentals and
accommodations.

Work began in March, 1926, with construction of the golf
course,; cottages, and Shadowrock Drive, the main east-west sireet
that intersected the north-south 7& highway (modern highway 160).
The following month around 3,000 attended the grand opening
barbeque. coming from Springfield, Joplin, Webb City, and Kansas
City, Migssourij others came from Atchison, Fort Scott, Gerard,
Lamar, and Pittsburg, Kansas (WRL, 15 April 192&4). Some, such as
the group from Fort Scott and Pittsburg, came on a bus (SCNO, &8
April 1924). Fepresentatives of Fathe’® News attended and filmed
the grand aopening.

Rex Allaman, son of one of the investors, came from St.

Joseph to manage the Estates. An office, hotel, filling station

27



and restaurant, the El Bonita Inns were constructed along the
highway under his management. More rental cottages were built,
and unimproved lots were sold to individuals through Allaman's
realty company. Many of the cottages constructed in the Estates
were pattern—-book bungalows, but they represented a hedge podge
of rustic exterior and motor court styles. Allaman’s commercial
buildingss: for example, fregquently sported white stucco exteriors
while several small cabins along Shadowrock Drive resembled those
in Taneycomo Highlands because of their slab log exteriors. In
these buildings stome was uiilized only for skirt rock
foundations and chimneys. Some cabins in that part of the
Estates lacked resort-style porches) others were of standard
gable entry motor court design. #Along Lakeshore Drive, the main
avenue west of the highways lake view lots were =old to several
prominent Sprirgfieldians who had summer homes built in the
Thirties. Those belonging to the Lohmeyer family of Lohmever
Funeral Homes, and to Ralph Foster of radio station KWTO, may have
been built by W. H. Johnson, whpo played such a large role in the
creatign of the resort town Hollister. The Lohmever home was
notable as a resort home for its native stone exterior on the
lower stories including the basement walls. Two lots north,; the
heme of Mr. Pearson, one of Foster’s KWTO announcers, was
entirely covered with stone. Between the Lohmever and Pearson
homes, Foster built a large slab log summer home, locally famocus
as a part-time resort for numerous entertainment personalities,
such as Bing Crosby. Standing on the porch aof the Foster home, a
guest could look upriver at the Weaver family’s lodge perched on

Cedar Point bluff,.
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Another eastern Lake Taneycomo resort grew out of the
continuing development of the mid-1930s. Rustic Acres, true to
its name, was comprised of buildings with rustic appearance of
slab log and stone. Though they were rustic, this resort had
buildings which had a more permanent look than many other
Taneycomo structures. The main lodge, on a high point just east
of Cedar Park Resort, looked across the lake to Edgewater Beach
and Ozark Beach. The Rustic Acres lodge was fTairly larges with a
screened veranda facing the lake and a rustic—styled interior of
fine, polished wood. At the center of the lodge is & massive
stone fireplace. The cabins that ultimately surrounded the lodge
were arranged in motor court configuration, along & central
drive. in addition t9o an early caretaker’s cabin and a stone
bungalows owners built many fyrame ¢abins during the early 1%40s.

Rustic Acres has survived the decades and remains in

operatinn, Though situated gn a Bluff, it now has 1ts ocown dock
and lake access. It iz & short two miles straight north of
Highway 76 and is not so remote from main traffic routes. 1t is

managed by local people for absentee owners and for many years it
was the home for Dr. Alice Nightingale, remowned Schooal of the
Ozarks botanist.

An examination of tourism and resorting on eastern Lake
Taneycomo revealed three distinct gernerations of development.
The initial phase occurred between 1713, when Ozark Beach Dam
impounded the lake, and roughly 1924. Resorts begun in these
early years ingluded Rockaway Beach, the largest concentrations

the Cliff House Club and Powersitei Electric Park. Ozark Beachs



and Edgewater Beach, immediately upriver from the damj the
McMillen’s Cedar Park Resort; and Long Beach.

Tourism enjoyed immense prosperity in the mid-1920s,
bringing record dollars into the area and causing a scramble of
enthusiastic development which anticipated arm ever brighter
future. 8Out of these expectations grew the second generation of
resorts: Taneycomo Highlands, Jakwood,s Cedar Point, the White
Swan Camp, Shepherd of the Hills Estates, and a few camps
without remaining structures, This was also a period of
expansion for established enterprises such as the Cliff House,
Rockaway Beach, and operations at Ozark Beach supervised by the
Crist and McMillen families.

None of these investors could foresee, of course, that the
stock market crash of 1929 and ensuing Depression would interfere
with their plans. Surprisingly, though, while tourism and resort
development certainly slowed during the Thirties, it did not
cease. Retiring show business personalities moved to the area
and began new tusinesses, the great Rustic Acres lodge was built,
and motor courts, a new genre of accommodations geared to a
motoering nation, appeared.

Throughout these decades certain factors were a consistent
part of resort development. First, nearly all developments were
conceived on a two-fold plan which involved providing
acrfommcocdations to a paying public and selling real estate to
speculators and home builders. Second, the rustic esthetic was
evident in the cultural landscape which ranged from flimsy screen
and canvas cabins to three-story cliffside bungalows. Though it

was generally absent or watered-downs the new generation of motor
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courts introduced their own versions of rusticity, especially in
skirt-rock and stucco veneers. The look of resorting embraced
stone and log exteriors and often included screened resort
porches facing the lake or other pleasing vistas. Rusticity was
appropriate because it fit the outdoors environment of Arcadian
imaginations, which was perceived and promoted as "country and
natural.” 1t was appropriate because it fit the intellectual
notion that getting "back to mnature” in an ares such as Taneycomo

District was beneficial for anyone’s well-being.
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Taneycomno District:
Architectural and Landscape Context

by
David Quick

He who looks on nature with a "loving eve,"” cannot move from
his dwelling without the salutation of beautys; even in the city
the deep blue sky and the drifting clouds appeal to him. And if
to escape its turmoil-~if only to obtain a free horizaon, land and
water in the play of light and shadow vields delight——let him be
transported to those favored regions, where the features of the
parth are more varieds or yet add the sunset,s that wreath of
glory daily bound arocound the worlds and he, indeed, drinks from
pleasures purest cup. The delight such a man experiences is not
merely sensual, or selfish, that passes with the occasion leaving
no trace behinds but in gazing on the pure creations of the
Almighty, he feels a calm religious tone steal through his mind,
and when he bhas turned to mingle with his fellow men, the chords
which have been struck in the sweet communion cease not to
vibrate. (Thomas Cole, "Essay on American Scenery,"” 1835-36 in
Spencer, p. H3}.

This ¢lub looks out over one of %the most beautiful lakes in
America. The view is softer than any in the Rockies because of
the greenery and because of the blue mist that hangs over the
fzarks. Sunrises and sunsets, unimpeded, spread upon the heavens
for the delighted eye....this is paradise to the holiday maker
and the sportssan. How one could feel anything but happys which
means good-—good and happy-—at Cliff House, is inconceivable,.
{Burris Jenkine, in the Cliff House Club Brochure, c.1919)

Tourism is an activity of choice. We don’t need to reach
particular destinations in leisure travel in the ssme sense we
need sleep or shelter,; although we need places to eat and slesp
when we are touring. The places and activities tourists choose
tave to do with belief, what they believe will be pleasant, good
or elevating. Therefore, whatever the tourist chooses is an
expression aof a pre-conception,; an idea or an ideology, no matter
how trivial the choice may seem. In the tourist business the

first visit is the most important one: you need to make someone

go somewhere they have not been before. (If the first timer is to
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be attracted, tne appeal must be to a predetermined ideology, to
a helief that the person already has.) For the prompter,; or the
business person the problem is to attract the tourist through
ideology or mytholegy in order to profit from their presence by
providing them with necessities. (See John A. Jakle, The Tourist,
for an excellent study of tourism and its types and phases.)

In an examination of the cultural landscape of a tourist
area: we can expect te find evidence of two sorts of development:
that which provides the connection with a popular pre-conception,
the attraction, and that which provides the necessities of life.
To these there needs to be added a third if the tourist is to be
caused to return and that is the provision of confirmation which
demonstrates that a pre-conception has been met. Confirmation
might bg in tangible form such as objects often as simple as
postrards, or in activities such as boating or fishing.

The Taneycome area is interesting in that here the basis of
3l] three elements—-—ideological preconception, provision of
necessitys and confirmation-—-have been to a greater or lesser
degree manufactured. This is interesting because though the
ideological basis of the attraction is a concept of nature, there
iz no "natural wender" like Niagara Falls or Longs Peak to
function as a concentrating attraction.

In the Tanevcomo area the attraction revolives around s
closely related set of pre-conceptions which have a long history
in the popular ideology of the United States. For the sake of
simplicity I shall group the visual aspects of this set of pre-

conceptions under the heading the picturesgue gesthetic and the



physical aspecis of i1t under the dresm of the Arcadian life,

These two come together in the demestic artifacts of built
environment almast entirely in terms of the '"craftsman" or
"bungalow stvle" defined broadly to often intlude decidgedly
"rustic" elements. In dealing with the Taneycomo area, however,
it is important to understand that the built environment includes
much more than just the buildings on the land. Landscape always
involves more than just land, it is a configuration of land which
conforms to some sort of human concept. In the Tanevcomo lake
area people took land and created landscape in & very tangible
manner such that the built environment must be understood in some
sense to include that constructed landscape as well as simply
built forms upocn the landscape-—~buildings and aggregates of
buildings.

Picturesque literatily means picture like, but in the visual
arts and architecture it takes the meaning of a pleasing poetic
irregularity. It involves all aspects of a type of composition
applied to natures, or a scene from mature, which exploit
asymmetry of organization and variety in colers, textures,
rhythms and light. It does not involve enormpus grandeur of
scale or power which can be frightening, and which are termed
"subliime." Nor does the picturesgque normally include those sorts
of regularity we asscciate with the classical.

Having established the picturesque as the ordering principle
for the visual landscape of the Taneycomo area a hierarchy was
established for the iocation of developments and structures. a
hierarchy which sorted these both by social status and by

function. In the breadest sense this hierarchy assigned the
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highest ground with the best view toc the highest status for both
resort development and for private ownership. While of course
there 15 not a complete correspondence between social position
and a site overlooking the lake still the resort cottages and
residences on the bluffs at what is now Forsyth, Shepherd of the
Hills Estates, and Lakeside Drive, and at Powersite with its view
down the lake from over the dam, and finally those higher areas
on the south of the lake at Rustic Acres ang Taneycomo Highlands
are the largest and most finely built. These also were the
places where prominent individuals from Springfield, Kansas city
and other further places located their cottages. It was also on
the high ground where the most pretentious resorts were located
as for instance the Cliff House at Powersite.

The fundamental artifact of importance is the lake itself.
it was the lake which transformed a scenic river valley in the
Dzarks into the attraction. The lake of course depended on the
dam which itself was a focus of interest as the first such
project in the area. The dam and related structures as well as
the lake, of course, are also an enormousiy important historical
landmark in terms of vrural industry. This is because, besides
being the cause of the basis of the lake as a wvisual landscape.
it is a very early example of a large scale hydrcoc electric
project which still functions. The project retains its original
power house, and the working generators as well as most of the
rest of the equipment date from the 1920’s and before,

The importance of the dam as an attraction and a landmark

was recognized by Empire Electric Company from the first. The



more gently sloping land on the north side of the dam to the west
along the beginning of the impoundment area was developed as
Ozark Beach with a long spit ef land out toc a dance pavilion and
the pier for the passenger boats that brought tourists to the
resort area which developed at Ozark beach. Today the private
and rental cottage development has been removed from the lower
beach area just to the north and west of the dam, and the company
maintains the area as a park open to the public. Private 0Ozark
Beach development remains to the west of this "Electric Park®
area. Within the Electric Park area the company has been careful
in its construction. The two buildings which have been retained
in the park on the beach side of the road are the Dam Dffice
building and the former Store Post Office building, both fine
examples of the rustic use of Logal "white" stone. To the north
of the road in the park area, the company retains a number of
carefully maintained frame bungalows for visiting company people
and a particularly fine frame bungalow for the on site manager.
Once the dam created the impoundment, the river valley went
from scenic to at least petentially picturesque,; that iss it came
to correspond with a standard pictorial concept of desirasble
nature which by the early 20th century had been established in
the popular mind. The area, dam, lake and surrounding hills and
those bottoms which were not flooded, had ceased to be just land
and had become a landscape. To think about land as landscape even
in the pictorial sense is to impose a kind of mental order which
establishes a hierarchy for the location of object within the
landscape. In this case the predominant ordering concept was the

picturesgue, It was the picturesque that determined locations of
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certain class distinguishable structures and functionally
distinguishable structures. It was also a part of the determinant
of the materials chosen for the structures and influenced some of
their basic forms.

Nearly as important as the creation of the potentially
picturesque Lake Taneycomo was the manner in which it was
displayed, both %o the visitor and through promotional pictures
and literature, We know a "picture” is a pigture by reason of the
fact that it is framed. The picturesque is "picture like" and
alsg requires the directing, focusing of attention, and limiting
of the view. Initially this organization of the vista was done by
the selection of locaticons for development. The high ground
mostly along the southern shore of the impoundment with the most
characteristically picturesque vistas was claimed for development
which catered to those of more elite status, as, for instance,
the Cliff House development at Powersite and the Shepherd of the
Hills estates. The less elite rental resort and fishing camp
development terded to be located at lower elegvations closer to
the water. The visual hierarchy established by picturesque
composition was translated into a social hierarchy of
development: the studied irregularity of meandering streets,
esplanades and park areas in the initial development plans for
those resort developments which catered to the more well-to-do
clientele. These developments included Shepherd of the Hills
Estates at what is now Forsyth, and R, W, Wiison™s plan for the
development of Ppwersitey, indicating the ptcturesgue aesthetic

dominated that scale of development as well. The meandering
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sequence of the Brookside Bungalows along a ravine leading back
from the lake, the first rental development at Rockaway, also
indicate that the picturesgue concept of planning was important

at least for initial development. Simple additive location with a
predominant lake directed orientation dominated the distribution
of the pbuildings at the lake =side rental resorts and resort
communities.

flnce the developments were located they tended to define the
point of view from which promotional photograpbhs were taken and
from which visual descriptions were written., WView, vista and
scenery were emphasized in the literature intended for the
upscale visitor and potential cottage builder while photos of
things like boats and activities like fishing tended to dominate
promotional literature for the less elite resorts.

One of the most interesting and telling instances of the
making of the land into "landscape"” came with the development of
highway 746 to Forsyth in the 1%20s. In the building of highways
the state highway department made an effort to gsin the support
of the tourist traveler by clearing back the area adjacent to the
roadway to develop vista’s. Taney Vista, a turn off along the
highway approaching Forsyth, provided the viewpoint for rnumerous
promotional photographs fTor both the area and for the highway
program. This vista, both as treated in photograph and as an
actual view, combings a high view from a prominence over a
subsiantial curving body of water and wooded hills, all framed by
trees. These elements have characterized a fundamental pictorial
concept of landscape from the beginning Hudson River School of

painting in the United states during the first half of the 19th



century. We can see this by a comparison of Taney Vista with
Thomas Cole’s famous painting "The Oxbow". In fact some of the
essentials of the picturesque aesthetic predate the Hudson River
scheool and derive from English sources in the late 18th Century.
0f courses the basis of the philosophical concept of the
picturesque can be traced back to the '"sacred idyllic" landscape
paintings of the Roman’s and the Arcadian dream they represented.
It is clear that people from different social strata have
somewhat different concepts of arcadiamn resort life. The elite
seem to have been content with the proximity of the view rather
than the water itself and the resorts which catered to them
tended to suggest the skill oriented social sports of tennis and
golf while even today the lake side rental properties emphasize
fishing though members from the elite certainly were not immune
to angling. The one activity which seems to have brought
together people from all secial strata during the twenties was
dancingi there were dance pavilions which were carefully located
to exploit a romantic proximity to the water at Ozark Beach.
Rockaway and Cedar Park Resort. Dance barges plied the lake, and
undoubtedly octher lodges and cliubs had dance Tloprs. The guality
of the live pe-formance of dance music was prominently featured

in promotional literature,

ROCKAWAY BEACH

Within this whole concept the special case 1s Rockaway
Beach, although it is a necessary part of the whole idea of

attraction. MWhile Rockaway may have started as a place for
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Themas Cole, The Oxbow
Metropalitan Museum af Arr, New York City

Mount Holycke to the oxbew of the lazy Connecticut
at Northampion, and re-created its rich and sunny
fertility,

Europe bad made Cole more American, and in that
same year he read his Lyccum essay on American
scenery. Men in Europe, he said, had molded and tamed
nature, but here she was still undefiled. He described
a landscape he had seen here which is much like his
Qxbow: enameled meadows and lingering stream, rural
dwellings shaded by elms and garlanded by flowers, the
village spire above the dark mass of foliage. “You see
no ruined tower to tell of outrage, no gorgeous temple
10 speak of ostentation,” but only “the abodes of plenty,
virtue and refinement.”

The moral Cole was bound in the end to submerge
the naturalistic Cole. Did he study on one of his trips
abrouad the works of Caspar David Friedrich at Dresden
-—the turbid and blocd-colored clouds, the tormented
ozk trees, and the cliffs like a giant's decayed tceth?
Certainly he knew John Martin’s theatrical pajntings;
and in the years between 1836 and 1548, when Cole's
mind was iurning to mysticism, he created strange
worlds of his own in The Course of Empire, The Voy-
age of Life, and The Cross and the World, T.uman Reed

LI e B LA PIRTRRES PR BRI ) S

five large canvases for four vears after his return from
abroad. Sitling among the ruins of Rome he had con-
ceived the idea of recording the cycle of civilization.
He was probably familiar with Volney's Ruins, whose
author had meditated like himself among the ashes of
a great age:

These walls where now & mournful stillness reipns, once
echoed to the fame of artists and the gay shouts of festivals,
These fragments of marble once formed noble palaces,
these prone columns were once the ornaments of majestic
temples. And now . . . The palaces of Kings are the lair of
wild animuls; and lizards usurp the holy places of the gods!
Thus perish the works of mankind, thus vanish empires and
nations!

Cole believed that colors affected the mind like sound,
and he intended the color atmosphere of each picture to
yield the appropriate emotion. He put to work the hours
of the day, the seasons, and the weather to tell man’s
history, inventing a topography and maintaining it
throughout the series with expressive variations—a har-
bor surrounded by forests with an oddly shaped cliff
rising beyond it. In the first painting purple mists rise
from somber thickets where primitive man hunts and
builds shellers around a fire. The pastoral age is clear
amd eaten with Frech oraen mesdowe where sheen praze



people to be, it became a place where they went to do, It was a
resort community not just a resort. That is,; ingtead of the
individual and more private activities of resort life with which
peaople are generally all acguainted; at Rockaway people were
involved in public sorts of entertainments, activities, etc.
This created a distinctly different spatial order and hierarchy
in the area.

Resort visitors feel uncomfortable untii they have been
involved in som2 action which makes them "belong”j; in a public
place like Rockaway, everyone feels accepted there without
checking in., T1e feelings of “"private” and “public" are very
important in defining the nature of ‘tourist places.

The resert town of Rockaway Beach presents an interesting
document of the forces which impinged on the development of the
tourist industry in the first half of the twentieth century. The
town today creates the initial impression of a kind of charming
chaps. The 1933 town plans which continues to represent the
street pattern and shows a number of early buildings still in
existence, contains a curious mixture of forms. The apparent
confusion disappears,; however, when we consider a few Tactors
which were in gperation at the time the town priginated, and a
few changes which have taken place since.

Rockaway began as a resort deveicopment in the later teens
which was to have both private and rental cottages. At first it
was reached almost entirely by water; people took the train to
Branson and one of several boats from there tp Rockaway. Hence,
it was origimally an almost completely pedestrian community.

Lake Taneycomo was originally a warm water lake which



encouraged swimming in the hot summers,. rather than the coid
water ome it is today. The change in water teamperature was the
result of the creation of Table Rock lake to the west in the
mid-1990"’s. The water in Taneycomo comes from the lowest ievels
of the later lake. Foar the greater part of the town’s history
the entire area between Beach Boulevard and the lake was not
cluttered with construction as it now isj even the boat docks are
fairly late additions. Except for the dance pavilion and
restaurant just to the west of the creek valley, the entire lake
front of the town would have been a grassy beach, one of the
original appealing aspects of the town involving interaction with
the water.

During the early twenties the beach area of Reockaway had two
poles. One was the Merriam development at the south end pf towns
Brookside bungalows at the creek and later, just to the esst they
built the "Brown Hotel". Likely there was a private landing
for guests to disembark at this east end of town as well. At the
west end of the Boulevard was the store-postoffice and the Crist
hotel and the public landing. Originally the dance pavilion was
over the water on a spit of land extending out from the west end
of the beachji later, it was to mpve to the beach side of the east
end of the boulevard where its building still stands. The
Brookside Bungalows were built along a wooded ravine which began
at the lake at the east end of the beach and which meander up the
fairly steep hillside towards in a northwesterly direction to a
point which wae close the present summit of Benton Avenue. The

other end of Henton Avenue is the west end gf the Beach Boulevard
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near the original store and postoffice. The beach and Beach
Boulevard, the meandering line of the Brookside Bungalows, and
Benton Avenue form a triamgle which would have been the origimnal
community exclusive of the Merriam hotel, and the Merriam
cottages which were built past the ravine, and the lake front
development to the west of the end of the Boulevard.

The curreni streets within this triangle reflect and are
likely a formalizatior of the normal pathways pedestrians took
bringing supplies and luggage uvp to the Brookside Bungalows and
other cottsges, moving directly down the hill tp the beach or
over to the stove and postoffice. The area within this triangle
thus represents esarly or pedestrian Rockaway. Aside from the
Brookside Bungalows which orient toward the ravine and the motor
courts which were built into this area later. the cottages in
this original area tend to relate to the beach and the lake in
terms of windows and porches although their entrances face the
roadways. The scaling within this area is very small} the
exterior distances and setbarks are very small, as are the 1ot
sizes., The screen fromt on a normal single lot in the area is
about 237, All this indicates that Rockaway was originally a
pedestrian resort community and the ares still largely retains
that feeling.

Toa the west of Benton Avenue the average block is much
larger and the streets are laid out in a modified grid. While
the cottages and homes are not necessarily larger and the lots
are still narrow, the houses now orient to the roads and the
setbacks are much greater. This is the later automobile section

of the town. Avtomobille access to Rockaway as a pracgtical matter
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for the motoring tourist developed during the second half of the
20’s although rail to Branson and boat access to Rockaway
continued to be important for some time. The dates of the
buildings in the two parts of Rockaway reflect these two periods
of access. Except for the motor courts and recent building, most
of the dates of buildings within the triangular area are from the
earlier 20°s or before. Except for the areas immediately adjacent
to the lake which developed early, most of the buildings in the
western section of town date to the 30°'s 40,5 and S0,s.

Three major factors were involved in the design of the
resort cottages remaining in Rockawsy——cost of consiruction, an
openness to nature and air and a picturesque aesthetic. The
factor which unites the cottage plans was the presence of screen
porches. Almost inevitably there was one porch and often there
were two large screen sleeping porches,; although today most of
these have been closed in usually with windows. The basic
cottage plan was conceived as a single gable-ended rectangular
block with a porch in gable end of the block, or a poreh on one
or both eave sides attached to the block. Usually these eave
side porches have roofs which slope more gently than the central
voof. The plan of the central block might have been a single room
and/or paorch or the interior space might be subdivided in various
ways dependent upon the locatign of the entrance, the size of the
block or pther factors. OFf course, the plans of many of these
cottages were often changed through time because of the addition
of bathrooms and other features,.

Exceptions top these plan types in earlier Rockaway are the
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Brookside Bungalows, the first of the Merriam tourist buildings
which as already indicated were arranged in a meandering iine
along the ravine on the eastern edge of town. These small
structures, as all Merriam buildings in Rockaway,. had eaves which
flared upwards on the corners of hipped roofs amnd screened vent
hoods on the peaks of the roofs, such eaves resulted in a type of
building in which the screened area was necessarily contained
within the central block rather than attached as a lean-to. These
details gave the Merriam buildings a decidedly Oriental flavor
and were the idea of the Kansas City architect Frank Phillips.
While such Oriental references were a common part of Craftsman
Style design, one is led to speculate that Phillips was aware of
the Chinese and Japanese delight in the idea of retiring to a
picturesque natural setting for meditation and escape. I am
reminded of the countless Oriental scrolls with scenes of huts
very like these arranged along =zstreams and rivers among hills and
trees as for instance the "Scenic Dwelling at Chu-ch?u," by Wang
Meng from the Yusn Dynasty.

While a certain picturesqueness 15 suggested in the
cenfiguration of the individual cottages with their contracted
s0lid and screened parts, and their different roof slopes, the
picturesque aesthetic, however, is more strongly apparent in the
way the buildings are sited, and the choice of details and
materials., In this, the exterior wall and base or foundation
treatments are ailmost equally important. Board and batten was
sometimes used i1n the earliest construction, notably on the
Brookside Bungalows, but wvarious forms and widths of horizontal

siding is more common and more appropriate to the simple stud
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frames. These wary from very narrow double shingles and grooved
shiplap on what are likely earlier examples to various greater
widths. O0f course many if not most of these cottages have been
resided or stuccoed.

The base materiai is very importamt for the picturesgue as
it relates the building to the ground. Many of the rental cabins
were originally set on posts and many still retain this form of
foundation which becomes distinctive in the many cases where the
building is built on a steep slope with the veranda or sleeping
paorch on the south lake side of the cottage guite high in the
air. These posts were often screened with iattice sometimes
under the porch and sometimes under the whole structure. A
distinctive treatment of this wvisual base for the structures are
the flared lattice bases of some of the lake side cottages which
also otherwise show high integrity.

Rubble stone and slab rock foundations are other common
picturesque treatments of the visual base for these structures.
Some of these were undoubtedly early replacements of posts and in
pther cases these were the original foundaticns. During the
thirties and forties the skirt rock variation of the slab rgck
base either as a foundation or as a veneer became so common that
it appears to be local motif.

Though surprisings the fact is that the more strongly rustic
or "QOzark" treatments of log or log—like construction are not
present in Rockaway cottagesy alihough this more extreme
aesthetic was once represented by the Brown Hotel and the

veranda posts and others of the original details of the
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postoffice store. B8Still the Crist Hotel, now gone but to be seen
in many phatos of Rockaway and the duplicate of a building still
standing at 0Ozark Beach, was fronted by a colonaded veranda more
classic thamn rustic in characters and Rockaway, in general,; while
stiil picturesque has the character of & coastal beach town and
indeed it was compared to Atlantic City.

With the introduction of automobiles in large numbers to
Rockaway came the motor court around which the cottages orient
to the private parking court in the center rather than to the
lake. While the motor court cottages were often similar in type
to those of the earlier rental cottages they were sometimes
simple rectangular structures with no screen porch although they
were also sometimes adorned (possibly at some time later than the
time they were constructed) with intentionally "cute"” detailing
and the more recent examples might be simple concrete block
buildings. However, one additional motor court aesthetic idea is
noteworthy, the tendency to make the motor court cottage appear
tp be a miniature version of a fashionable house type of the
time. Delux Camnp #2 now Duck Harbor Cottages from c. 193B iz an
excellent example of this.

Besides the private and rental cottages at Rockaway there
are numbers of larger summer residences and homes. The majority
of these prior to 19240 caonform to bungalow types and are
consistent with the overall resort theme;y indeed in the early
bungalow literature it was discussed as a summer or retreat
residence type (Stickley). At Rockaway two of these larger homes
deserve special mention. The Merriam summer bome "Whylaway" now

Gott’s Landing on the eastern end of Beach Boulevard past the
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ravine is a rambling structure with the characteristic flared
eaves that mark Merriam construction. The walls of this home are
constructed in a rubble stone manner of the porous local "cotton
rock," and it is a fine example of craftsman style building.
Taneywoond {the Jlendorf house) at the extreme west end of town is
mare conventiomnal bungalow, but it is & particularly fine and
large exampie far the area which was constructed in a manner to
use the warm colors and textures of a variety of materials.

The cottage and motor court areas of Rockaway stili retain
much of the feeling of the pedesirian resort and early motor
court periods of thilis resort town. More has changed along
Merriam Boulevard, the highway entrance to town, and along Beach
Boulevards the town’s principle commercial street. The beach no
lenger daminates the lake side of the Street, Although the spit
of land upon which the first dance pavilion was located is still
there, at the west end of the beach, now with a raised frame
structure upon which people sit and fish and the east end of the
beach area is still dominated by the builldings which were once
the dance pavilion and restaurant and which still have their
flared esaves. These two east end buildings Mave been enclosed
and remodeled for other purposes although on the interior aof the
pavilion the fine large trusses which support the roof are still
visible.

The beach area is now cluttered with boat docks which were
introduced during the boat racing days of the thirtiec and other
amusements intended to replace bathing which had been a major

activity until the impoundment of Table Rock Lake which resulted
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in the lowering of the temperature of Tanevcomo Lake below what
was comfortable for swimming. Although a number of the buildings
from the north side of Beach Boulevard retain some of their
qualities from the earlier history of Rockaway including the
building which once contained Captain Bill’'s Restaurant on the
east end just south of the Brookside Bungalows, and the building
which centained the first store and post office at the west end,
most have been lost or transfeormed., Still there remain some
reminders of the entertainments of an earlier resort period
including and open bumper car pavilion open for business with its
cars still functional.

Although changes continue to be made, in many ways the
evolution of Rockaway Beach stopped in the nineteen fifties with
the opening of larger impoundments both up stresm and down stream
and the drop in the temperature of the lake. The town presents a
rare picture of resorting during the first half of the twentieth
century, rare because of the normally ephemeral nature of most

assoCiated resort structures.

LOG AND ROCK

An important part of the picturesque approach to building
involves exploiting the coloristic and textural gqualities of
materials. In the Taneycomo area the rustitc use of log and
native stone beth play an important part in the resort area
architecture,.

The log cottage has important picturesque associations and,
of coursey the log house has an old Ozarks tradition, While the

use of native stone had an important place in traditional



building in the ares as well, the introduction pf portland cement
allowed the development of inexpensive methods of buillding with
native rock as *“or instance the slab rock technigue which became
important in the twenties.

While the log or the log appearing structure are common in
the developments of the Taneycomo area and range from full round
log cabins to siding cut to appear log~likes with the "slab-laog"
structures of the Forsyth area pccupying a3 position in between,
it is interesting to note that almost none of the log or leog-like
structures reflect the characteristic Ozark hewn log house. This
is another clesar indication that the tourist responds to a pre-
conception which, of course, in most cases would not include the
Ozark log house, whatever 1ts picturesque gualities,; because the
tourist or resort patron would not have known of this form of log
construction andi even here would not have had much exposure 1o
it. Rather than responding to the vernacular tradition in the
arga, the log resort cabin was the result of the ideology of the
Craftsman Movement, and ultimately a northern European tradition.

The log of the typical Ozark log house was hewn on both
vertical sides and was normally joined with half dovetail
notches. In this tradition wide spaces were left between the logs
to be filled with a s0lid chinking originally mpst normally with
small pieces of wopod and mud. The log resort cabin used fully
round logs which project bheyond V or saddle notches, the most
recent prototypes to be founmd in sources like the Craftsman
Magezine. In the Northern European prototypes of this form and

the examples from the northern U.5. the underside of the log is



scribed with the profile of the log below in the wall and hewn to
fit tightly against it; what little space that remains is filled
with a fibrous chinking such as cakum which swells to seal out
the drafts.

Most of the true log structures which were found within the
survey area were of the round log type and did not conform to
traditional Dzark building plans. They were clearly intended as
picturesque and were responding to the craftesman tradition. Only
one, however, had the extremely tight and narvow joints between
the logs that suggest the northern type with its fiber chinking.
This was a log residence in Forsyth {site 3) in the Shepherd of
the Hills Estates area. The remainder of the true round log
structures were similar to the traditional Ozark log siructures,
or at least the more recent methods used with regard to them, in
that these othe- round log structures incorporate fairly wide
bands of solid (cement) chinking. In all other ways they appear
to be of the craftsman log, noct the Ozark log type. While they
occur on other sites as well, there is a whole group of such
rustic Crafttsman style influenced log resort structures at
Taneycomo Highlands and another good. apparently early, example
at Edgewater Beach Resort as well.

Many structures in the survey area were made to appear as if
they were vround log structuresi and of these the most impressive
are the numerous "slab log" structures of the Shepherd of the
Hills Estates and Lakeside Drive areas of Branson, In these
structures, curved slabs which appear to be sawn guarters of the
total cirecle of the log are used together with cement chinking

over a frame. The result is both the appearance and the relief

Lt
3h



of a round loyg structure, but it is actually & framed building.
These slab log structures are also straongly within the craftsman
tradition with regard to plan and outline.

Finally, there are the log siding covered frame struciures,
normally the most modest of the log or leog—-like types. These are
simple frame cottages sided with a form of ship lap siding which
is =awn to suggest the curvature of a round log in low relief.
The modest rental cottages at Willi Oaks Resort at Edgewater
Beach are typical.

Other than the solid {cement) chinking the only suggestion
of an Ozark log tradition was found in the ruins of the cabins of
Cedar Park. Here, judging from the remains, at least some of the
cabins used hewn (not round logs). The notching was of the
simple square notch or the saddle notch of the more recent log
tradition in the Ozarks not the earlier traditional half dovetail
type. And here again the plans were not of the traditional
vernacular. One gets the sense that local people were employed
to create a feeling of the local tradition as cheaply as
possible. At Cedar Park the traditional elements were combined
with other rustic elements such ag fine rubble stone masonry
which were not traditional.

Native stone was also used by various means for a wide range
0of structuress although when stone was used for the entirety of
the principle exterior walls,s it was usually in one of the more
upscale resort homes, and therefore we find 1t most used in
those more elevated resort communities. For instance, the
community of Powersite located on the bluff adjacent teo the south
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end of the dam has two fine bungalows of White River shelf rock,
the Tracy estate {(c. 1925 & 1240) and the Dr. Coffelt House
{1923). The Covfelt House still retains its stone privy attached
to the gerage and its water tower. It also has one of the most
commanding vistas on the lake. Stone was also used in the
Powersite store-postoffice with a boom—town facade in stone laid
vertically as slab rocgk.

Stone bungalows occur at other locations apart from
Powersite as well. For instance, there are two fine stone
bungalows in the Edgewater area-—a small bungalow which retains
its original rustic cedar log pillared porch; and the Pride house
which exhibits particularly careful patterning in the stone work.
Both these bungalows date from the twenties and apparently one or
both were buiit by Empire Electric for management personnel.

A type of rock construction which is chsracteristic of the
Ozarks and which 1s common i1n the Taneycomo area that certainly
reflects a craftsman picturesque aesthetic is "slab rock.” In
this method of Zonstruction thin naturally broken slabs of stene
are laid up with cement mortar against a frame and tied to it in
the manner gf a normal masonry veneer. 0Or, alternatively and
less expensively, these slabs form the exterior of concrete walls
built up against interior forms which are then removed (Ruick and
Morrow, "Slab FRock"}. In both instances the result is a boldly
patterned rock wall which may be treated in a variety of ways,

Again the conclusion is that the developers were interested
in a picturesque idea of the simple the rural the rustic and the
traditional, but it was a picturesque idea, not one based in the

actual local tradition.
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GTHER STRUCTURES

The majoriiy of rental cottages in the southern Taneycomo
area conform to the types already discussed in the "Rockaway
Beach" section of this essay. The resort types themselves have
also been discussed and it only needs to be added that once
automobile access became easy the motor court arrangement was
constructed in other locations as well as at Rockaway. A couple
of rental cottage types and resoris do still rmeed to be mentioned
for the way they contribute to the overall themes that are
recognizable in the Taneycomo area.

Dak Haven FAesort in the Edgewater Beach area, a small
additively organized vental resort, has an early cabin type
which is as basic az any mentioned thus far. These cotitages are
simple unadorned gable entry, maost likely originally single room
structures on piles. Each has a lean—to screen porch across the
entire entry end of the structure thus differing from the type
where the screened area is within the gable end of the buildings
central block.

Hhite Swan Camp once stood where the White River was joined
by Swan Creek below Powersite dam in the Shadow Rock Park area
which has been periodically flooded since the impoundment of Bull
Shoals lake 1n about 1950. The Swan Camp tottages were moved
across the lake and partway up the hill along Highway 76. In
their new location they were arranged in an arch to form a motor
court and became the Stallcup Motel. These eave entry cottages

with both single and double entrances are among the few resort



cottages in the area that suggest, what we thirnk of as, typical

early Ozark vernacular building types. The cottages with narrvow
siding may also be amonyg the early resort cottages to survive in
good condition.

Some of the early resort camps along the White River and
Taneycomo Lake used tentsj and, at first; resorts such as Cedar
Park used a simple rectangular lightly built cottage type which
only had screen; naot glass, windows. Often these cottages were
provided with canvas awnings 1n order to control the weather. The
cottage type was really all porch and no doubt was justifTied by
the fresh air mania of the time. Two of these early and
particularly ephemeral types still survive at Oakwood Resort
alaong the south side of fake Taneycomos although they are in poor
condition. These represent an interesting and inexpensive form
of construction as well. The walls are constructed of fairly
thin round cedar "sticks" paraliel to sach other and attached to
perpendicular two by fours at the ends to form wall panels. This
form of wall construction was used sometimes at Cedar Park as
well, but there the cedar sticks were stuccoed over.

Once constructed the Missouri State Highway System was of
great importance for the Taneycomo area. During the period of
the "Good Roads Movement” in the twenties and thirties the
Missouri Highway Department was particularly proud of its open
spandrel arched concrete bridges. The Department often used
photos of these bridges in its promotional literature shown as
parts of picturesgue landscapes (Morrow and Quick, "Y Bridge").
Although there are a number of bridges in the area there is one

such concrete bridge over Swan Creek in the Shadow Rock fArea.
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CONCLUSION

For all of the diversity 1t seemingly contains, the entire
cultural landscape of the Taneycomo tourist area conforms to a
single set of ordering principles involving the picturesque,; the
Craftsman Style and the rustic. Furthermore the forms of that
landscape, from lake at one end of a scale of development to the
materials chosen for a stone wall or stone lined diteh at the

other, all were given order by the efforts of human beings.
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SITES LISTING

Lake Taneycoma Beach Towns and Resort Inventery

Phase I

"Be Good to Tourists™

Be good to the tourist. It is good morals. It is geod

business. #And what is good for morals in the long run is good
for business,”

LI [

WIJCERAF PN -

1C.
11.
12.
13.
14,
15.
146.
17.
18.
12.
20,
21.

oc.
23.
24 .
£23.
zh.
27.

Dr. William E. Burton
White River Leader 3-13-1%925

Rockaway Beach

Rockaway Beach documentary and pittorial introduction
Along Beach Blvd.

Pavilign site/island park

cafe site

Pavilion site/flea market

The Inn/Elks Lodge

Capt. Bill’'s

Brookside Cottages

Keithley’s Motel

"Whylaway" {(#1)/Eden Rock Motel

Jacobk Mueller'’s store & post office/
George’s General Store/The Lighthouse

Mueller’s garage

Schrneikart’s apar iment

Dr. Knowles/Water’s Edge Cottages

Bell Motel

Mayse Court

Duck Harbor

Deiux Camp/Duck Harbor Lottages

Call Hotel =site/Green Mountain Lodge

______ Mcdern Cottages

Stevens Cottages

Gladstone Cottages

Longview Motel

South below Merriam Blvd.

housestore/Maxine’s Gift Shop & Flea Market
stone veneer

cabin

cabin

cabin

cabin



28.
2.
30.
31.
32.
33.
3a.
35.
3b.
37.
3g.
39.
40.
41,
4c.
43.

b6,
45,
4é&.
7.
48,
49,
50.
oi.
a32.
53.
54,
55.
S&.
37.
58.
S9.
&0.
b1,
&2 .
&3,
b4,
65.
b& .
57,
&8,
&9.
&%a.
70.
7L,
72.
73.
74,
75.
74 .
77

North above Heach Blvd.

Holiday Court

______ » vatcant court
Va-Ka-5hun Court

Kenny’s Moior Court
Andrews” Shady Acre Court
Harrison’s Hillside Court
Michel’s Motor lLodge
Kerr’s Kourt

Reed’s Roost

Hospitality Hill cabins
Burton’s Cottages

Call’s Cottages

B & J Cabins

Hickory Hawven
Olendorf-Alkire, "Taneywoed"

Merriam’s "Whylaway" {(#2)-Gott’s Landing

Miscellanenus Detached Sites
school/comaunity building
cabin

cabin/houses

bungaloid stucco

house

cabin

cabin/plus

stone bungalow

Hewitt house

Trammelil house

Hodges rock house

Krebs housiz

rock house

Wallace stone house

cabin

Seligman {7) cabin/house
Biddle/Holman cabin/house
rock house

house

cabin/house

rock/to wpod veneer house
house

Dietz house, "Vioclan"
resort cabin/house
cabhin/house

Long cabin/house
garage/cabing

stone cabin

cabin/house

Barde’s Cottages

house

resori cabin/house
Reynolds Roost

Woelfel cabin/house

rock house




nF -

6.
7.
B.
2.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
la.
17.
18.
17.
20.
21.
2e.

Cedar Point

Jesse house

Weaver family resort/Adams house
Stewart/___ ____

Cedar Point Resort
Weaver/Faul <ner

kWeaver /Jones

White Swan Camp area

ice house site

White Swan Camp/Shadow Rock Park
Swan Creek aridge

Stallcup motel

Cold Spring camp/mill site

Shepherd of the Hills Estates

curipg shop/Scenic VYiew Dental
Taney Vista site

locg

slab log/Wishing Well Antigues
El Bonita Inn/Chamber of Commerce
Allaman’s office/golf course
Allaman’s court cottages
bungalow

rock cabin

slab log cabin ruins
Montgomery cabin
cabin/Ragsdale-Linkous house
slab log

Baumeyer slab log

slab log, =stucco

Brodhacker bungalow

slab log

5lab log/l.orain’s Hideaway
stucco/rental

cabins/rental

slab log, vacant

siab logs restored



Shepherd of the Hills Estates-Lakeside Drive

£3. Lohmeyer—-Turville
24. Foster/Petries
25. Pearson/Bartlett

24, cabin
27. cabin
2B. cabin/Lakeside Cottages
29. cabin

30. Kalen cabin

Ozark Beach

dzark Beach Dam

Ozark Beach pavilitn-cabins-park area
Ozark Beach Hotel/Plantation Hills
Dzavrk Beach post officesstore

Empire resert house

Empire haouse

Empire/Lawrence house

Empire/Snyder house

Empire house

Empire house/storage

L R R N AL

Crist Cottages

Edoewater Bieach Resort

Edgewater resort area

resort cabin/house
resprt cabin/house
Hastings log house
cabin/house

stone bungalow
Pride stone bungalow
Barnett cabin

. €abin

. €abin ruins

10, H. C, Newcomer cabin
11. cabin/house

12. Oak Haven Resort

13. Willi UOaks Resort

03000 w0 -

&l
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1.
=
3.
5.

South Gide of Lake Taneycomo

Powersite

Cliff House site/Pierce house
Coffelt/Hughes stone bungalow
Ambrest/Maggard house
cabin/house

Powersite post office/store
cabin

lLloyd/Edgar Sanders

"The Cedars'/Sanders
Kennedy/Tracy
Harrison/Belland

Cedar Park Resprt ruins

Rustic Acres Resori/Nightengale-Kelly place
Long Beach areas

cabin/lLong Beach Land Co.

cabin, vacant

cabin
log cabin/Freeland estate

Taneyvcomoe Highlands Resort
sites Cy, Ky M subdivision #2

Jakwood Resyrit/Barker place

Tanevcomd Wpods Resort
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Lake Taneycomo Beach Towns and Resort Inventory

Fhase 1

"He Good to Tourists"

Be geood to the tourist. It is good morals., It is good

business. And what is good for morals in the long run is good
for business."

2.
23,
24,
29.
Za.
27.

Dr. William E. Burtan
White Hivey Leader 3-13-1925

Rockaway Heach

Rockaway Beach documentary and pilctorial introduction

Alorng Beach Bivd.

FPavilion site/island park

rafe site

Pavilion site/flea martet

The Imnn/Elks Lodge

Capt. Bill’s

Brookside Cottages

Ketthley’'s Motel

"Whylaway" (#1)/Eden Rock Motel

Jacob Mueller's store & post offices
George’s General Store/The Lighithouse

Mueller’'s garage

Schrneikart’s apartment

Dr. Knowles/Water s Edge Cottages

HBell Motel

Mavse Court

Duck Harbo-

Delux Camp/Duck Harbor Cottages

Call Hotel site/Green Mountain Lodge

______ Moderrn Cottages

Stevens Cottages

Gladstome Cottages

Longview Motel

Soguth belos Merrigm Olvwd.

housestore/Maxine’s Gift Sheop & Flea Market
stone veneer

cabin

cabin

cabin

cabin



North abowve Beach Bivd.

28, Holiday Court

2. ' vacant court

30. Va-kKa-Shun Court

1. Kenny’s Mogtor Court

32. Andrews’ Shady Acre Court
A3, Harrison’s Hillside Court
34, Michel’s Motor Lodge

35. Kerv's Kourt

346. Reed’s Roost

37. Hospitality Hill cabins

38. Burton’'s Lottages

39. CLall’=s Cottages

40. B & J Cabins

41, Hickory Hawven

42, Olendorf-Alkire, "Tareywood”
43, Merriam’s '"Whylaway" (#2!-Gott’zs Landing

Miscellanejus Detached Sites
44 . school/comnunity building
45, cabin
b4é, cabin/housss
47. bungsloid stucco
48. house
49, cabin
S0, cabin/plus
21. stone bungalow
2. Hewitt house
53. Trammell house
54 . Hodges rock house
a5, Krebs houss
ob., rock house
57. Wallace stone houcse
38, cabin

99, Seligman (7} cabin/house
50, Biddle/sHolman cabin/house
a1, rock house

&2 . Mouse

&3, cabin/house

a4 . rock/tc wood veneer house
65, house

&4 . Dietz house. "Violan"

a7, resort cabin/house

&9, cabin/houae

L9, Long cabin/bouse
&%a. garage/cabins

73, stone cabin

71. cabkin/house

72. Barde’s Cottages
73. house

T4, resport cabin/house
75, Reynolds Roost

75. Woelfel cabin/house
7. rock house



.

3.
&4,
2.

LCedar Point

Jessee house

Weaver family resort/Adams house
Stewart/_

Cedar Point Resort
Weaver/Faulloner

Weaver /Jones

White Swan Damp area

ice house site

White Swan Camp/Shadow Rock Park
Swan Creek Izridge

Stallcup mozel

Celd Spring camp/mill site

Shepherd of the Hills Estates

curio shop/Scenic View Dentai
Taney Vista site

lag

slab log/Wishing Well Antigues
El Bonita Inn/Chamber of Commerce
Allaman’s office/golf course
Al laman’= copurt cottages
bungalow

rock cabin

slab leg cabin ruins
Montgomery cabin
cabin/Ragsdale-Linkous house
=lab lag

Baumeyer slab log

slab log. stucco

Brodhacker aungalow

slab laog

slab log/Lorain’s Hideaway
stucco/rental

cabins/rental

slab log, wacant

slab log, restored



Shepherd of the Hills Estates-Lakeside Drive

23. Lohmeyver—-Turville
24, Foster/Petries
23. Fearszon/Bartlett

26, cabin
27. cabin
28. cabin/Lakeside Cottages
£2%9. cabin

30. Kalen cabin

Ozark Beach

1. 4Uzark Beach Dam

2. UOzark Beach pavilion-cabins—park area
3. Ozark Beach Hotel/Plantation Hills

4. Ozark Beach post office/store

3. Empire resort house

&. Empire houss

7 Empire/Lawrence house

B. Empire/Snyder house

Z. Empire house

10. Empire house/storage

Crist Cottaaes

cdgewater Hesach Resort

tdgewater resori area

resort cabin/house
resart cabit/house
Hastings log house
cabin/house

stone bungalow
Pride stome bungalow
Barnett cabin

cabin

2. cabin ruins

10. H., C. Newconer cabin
{1. cabin/hpuse

12. QJak Haven Razsort

13. Wi1lli Oaks Resort

* *
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South Side of Lake Tarmeycomo

Powersite

Cliff House site/Pierce house
Coffelt/Hughes stone bungalow
Ambrest/Maggard house
cabinshouse

Powersite paost office/store
cabin

Lloyd/Edgar /S5anders

“"The Cedars"/Sanders
Kennedy/Tracy
Harrison/EBelland

Cedar Park Resort ruins

Hustic Acres Resort/Nightengale—-Kelly place

Long Beach area

cabin/Long l3each Land Co.
cabin, wvacant

cabin

log cabin/Freeland estate

Taneyecompo Highlands Resort
sites Cs Ka M subdivision #2

OJakwood Resort/Barker place

Taneycomo Woods Hesort




