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OESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Il bnown) FHYSICAL APPEARAHCE

Bollinger Mill is a four-story, watcr-powered, horizontal grist mill,

now under restoration by the Missouri State Park Board. [Its "under-house,

through which the Whitewater River flows to actuate the mill's two

turbines, and its first floor are constructed of squared rubble masonry,

while its upper stories are constructed of brick laid according to %
the common bond method., The mill has a wood frame, gambrel roof
covered with standing seam metal roofing.

EXTERIR

The main elevation has a central recessed door flanked by two windows,
one %o each side, at each story, with 2 single ceniral window in te
gable. The first floor door and windows have stone slipsills and
lintels. The upper story doors have stone lugsills and segmental
arches with radiating brick veussoirs, while the windows have brick
lugsills, segmental arches, and radiating voussoirs. The face of

the first story is covered by an open wooden porth with a metal,
standing seam roof. Most of the window openings are closed with

wood or metal shutters, but, when restoration is complete, they

will hola six-over-six light, double-hung sashes.

The headrace elevation, which temuinates in a row of brick dentils,
has four evenly spaced windows with stone lugsills and lintels on

the first floor, and five evenly spaced windows with brick lugsilis,
segméntillarchesy and radfating voussoirs on the upper floors. The
"under~house” has three iron barred windows in its upper portion with
a twelve foot wide arched headrace opening below. A stone retaining
wall is set at an angle before the beadrace with a wooden grating
fitted across the opening to prevent floating weeds and debris from
choking the runners amnd tirls of the turbines.

The opposing tailrace elevation is almost identical in design to the
headrace elevation excepting the presence of twe tailrace openings,

an eight foot wide arch at the same height as the headrace opening,
end a smaller, six foot opening to the east of it and below the normal
water level., '

The rear elevation has three evenly spaced windows at the first three
levels, two at the fourth level, and one centered in the gable.

They are identical in type to the windows of the other elevations.
Two centrally located windows also exist in the "under~house," with

a third opening to the north over the retaining wall. Projecting

t

out from this end of the building is the stone mill dam. P
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INTERIOR

The interior of the "under-house" contains a crawl space to the west
and the water passage and two inward flow turbines, one located by
each tailrace opening, to the east. The shafts of the turbines run
into the mill proper, the "meal~house," through an opening in the
southeast corner of the first floor.

The interior of the upper portion of the mill, the "meal~house;' is
divided into four stories, each story containing one large open reoom
with oak floors. Various milling machinery is randomly distributed
throughout the building. Fhe first floor, where the finished meal
was originally distributed to the customers, contains several grain
shutes and some small storage bins. The second floor contains more
bins, a miller's bench, and two pairs of buhr millstones, one pair
located in the center of the floor and the other situated in the
southwest corner. The third story contains the greatest number of -
storage bins, and the fourth, or loft floor, contains the largest
concentration of machinery, such as conveyors, conveyor shuies,
hoppers, sifters and dusters. . '

Human c¢irculation through the mill is provided by a series of four
stairways located in each corner of the building., The southwest

corner stair leads from the first floor' to the crawl space approaching
the "under-house," the southwest stair leads from the first floor to
the second, and the northeast and northwest stairs lead on to the

third and fourth floo1s. . :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Bollinger Mill, rebuilt in 1867 at Burfordville in Cape
Girardeau County, is historically significant as a 1%9th -
century, water-powered grist mill., Adjacent to the mill
is one of Missouri's four covered bridges, the Burford-
ville Covered Bridge. This is the only mill and covered
bridge complex left in Missouri.

For the past 172 years, a mill has occupied this mill site.
George Frederick Bollinger, an immigrant from North Carclina,
came to the area in the late 1700's where he operated an
Indian trading post. (Marshall Dial, Librarian, New Madrid
Gounty Library, information in a letter to the Kissouri
State Historical Survey and Planning Office, April 28, 1971.)
In 1797 the Spanish commandant of St. Louis granted
Bollinger a large tract of land under the condition that

he develop the land and bring settlers into the territory.
Thus in 1799 a log grist mill accommodated the twenty

North Carolinian families brought into the district by
bellinger. (History of Southeast Missouri, 1886, p. 276.)

In addition to serving in the first territorial legislature
and being quite active in civic affairs, Bollinger operated
the mill until the time of his death in 1842, For L3 years,
under Bollinger's ownership, the mill had served pioneer
settlers on the St. lrancois, Black and Whitewater rivers.
Some customers ventured from 75 to 100 miles to have their
corn and wheat ground at the largest and finest mill in the
region. In 1825 Bollinger had replaced the log siructure
and log dam with g stone foundation and frame structure,
(Louis Houck, A History of Missouri, II, 1908, p. 182.)
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The mill continued to operate under the ownership of
Bollinger's son-in-law, Ralph Daugherty. The Laughertys
sympathized with the South; during the Civil War their
mill ground grain for the Confederacy. Union troops
burned the mill and shelled the dam in 1864. (Dial, April
28, 1971.} Left unharmed was the.covered bridge spanning
the Whitewater River. DBuilt ca. 1858, this bridge is a
National Register site (70-5-2/;~0012) being significant

as one of three covered bridges in Missouri employing the
Howe truss in its construction.

The mill site with the old stone foundation remained une-
utilized until 1867 when S. R. Burford, for whom Burford-
ville is named, rebuilt the mill in 1867 adding three
stories made of sun-dried brick and, in 1868, a gawbrel
roof. {The Bulletin of the Missouri Historical Socisty,
ViI, No., 2, 1951, p. 276.) DBurford equipped the mill with
four-foot French buhrstones which are still in eperating
position at the mill, Burford had operated the mill for
30 years when he sold the mill to the Cape County Milling
Company which had been established in 1895 in nearby
Jackson, Missouri.

This company purchased the mill in either 1899 eor 1900,
Corrugated steel rolls and a second water wheel were
installed in 1912, The buhrsteones remained in use. During
this period, the daily capacity of the mill reached 250 cwts.
(bial, April .28, 1971) The company closed the plant in 1942
and in 1953, when the Cape County Milling Company became
insolvent, the mill was dismantled.

Descendants of George F. Bollinger purchased the mill and
donated it to the Cape Girardeau County Historical Society
whih has in turn donated it to the Missouri State Park
Board. Presently, the Park Board is restoring the mill o
operable condition as a grist mill, Much of the machinery
remains in the mill such as the inward flow turbines on
vertical shafts, the French buhrstones, conveyors and )
conveyor shutes, various types of sifters, dusters, and - >
storage bins. (On site inspeéction by Priscilla A, bkvans -
and Stanley B. Andrews, staff members, Missouri State
Historical Survey and Planning Office, April 5, 1971.)
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