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5.  Classification  
 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

 private 1 building(s) 1  buildings 

1 public - Local  district   sites 

 public - State  site   structures 

 public - Federal  structure   objects 

   object             1  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  0 
                                             

6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

COMMERCE/TRADE/marketplace  COMMERCE/TRADE/warehouse 

COMMERCE/TRADE/warehouse  GOVERNMENT/Public Works 

SOCIAL/civic   

   

   

   

   
 

   

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Materials  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

Late 19
th
 and 20

th
 Century Revivals/Italian 

Renaissance  foundation: Concrete 

  walls: Brick 

   Steel 

  roof: Asphalt 

  other: Limestone 

   Terra Cotta 
 
 

x  
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION ON CONTINUTATION PAGES 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 

 

x 
A Property is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 
B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 
  

   

 
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 
   

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

 
 within the past 50 years. 

  
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ON CONTINUTATION PAGES 

Areas of Significance  

COMMERCE 

 

 

 

 

 
Period of Significance  

1932-1946 

 

 

Significant Dates 

1932 

 

 
Significant Person  

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

Architect/Builder 

Osburg, Albert A./Architect 

 

 

 

9.  Major Bibliographical References  

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 

 previously determined eligible by the National Register x Local government 

 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 

 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ x Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:    Landmarks Association of St. Louis 

 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________ 
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10.  Geographical Data                                                               

 

Acreage of Property  Under 1 acre 

 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1  38.637713  -90.194920  3       
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 

2      4       
 Latitude: Longitude: 

 
    Latitude:  Longitude: 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)  

    NAD 1927     or     NAD 1983 
 
1  15   744152.43  4280308.21  3        
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

2         4         
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (On continuation sheet) 
 
Boundary Justification (On continuation sheet) 
     

11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Matt Bivens, Historic Preservation Director 

organization Lafser & Associates date 9-25-2012/ REV 3-1-2013 

street & number  1215 Fern Ridge Parkway, Suite 110 telephone 314-560-9903 

city or town   St. Louis state MO zip code 63141 

e-mail msbivens@lafser.com 

 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

• Maps:    
o A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.   
o A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 

photographs to this map. 

• Continuation Sheets 

• Photographs 

• Owner Name and Contact Information  

• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, 
at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that 
number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, 
etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 

 
Photo Log: 
 

Name of Property: Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t 

City or Vicinity: St. Lo uis  

County: (Ind e p e nd e nt C ity) State: Misso uri 

Photographer: 

 

Ma tt Bive ns, Histo ric  Pre se rva tio n Dire c to r, La fse r & Asso c ia te s 

Date 
Photographed: Oc to b e r 1, 2012 

 

De sc rip tio n o f Pho to g ra p h(s) a nd  numb e r, inc lud e  d e sc rip tio n o f vie w ind ic a ting  d ire c tio n o f 

c a me ra : 

 

1 o f # 12: Exte rio r no rth e le va tio n; c a me ra  fa c ing  so uthwe st 

2 o f # 12: Exte rio r no rth e le va tio n wind o w d e ta il a b o ve  e ntra nc e ; c a me ra  fa c ing  so uth  

3 o f # 12: Exte rio r no rth (rig ht) a nd  e a st (le ft) e le va tio ns; c a me ra  fa c ing  so uthwe st 

4 o f # 12: Exte rio r e a st e le va tio n; c a me ra  fa c ing  no rthwe st 

5 o f # 12: Exte rio r e a st e le va tio n te rra  c o tta  surro und  a t e ntry d e ta il; c a me ra  fa c ing  we st 

6 o f # 12: Exte rio r e a st e le va tio n te rra  c o tta  d e ta ils a b o ve  e ntry; c a me ra  fa c ing  we st 

7 o f # 12: Exte rio r so uth e le va tio n; c a me ra  fa c ing  no rth 

8 o f # 12: Exte rio r so uth (rig ht) a nd  we st (le ft) e le va tio ns; c a me ra  fa c ing  no rthe a st 

9 o f # 12: Exte rio r we st e le va tio n; c a me ra  fa c ing  no rthe a st 

10 o f # 12: Inte rio r sho wing  ma in a rc a d e  a nd  ro o f struc ture ; c a me ra  fa c ing  so uth 

11 o f # 12: Inte rio r e a st e ntry; c a me ra  fa c ing  e a st 

12 o f # 12: Inte rio r sho wing  ma in a rc a d e , ro o f struc ture , a nd  sid e  b a ys; c a me ra  fa c ing  no rth 
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 Fig ure  Log : 

Inc lud e  fig ure s o n c o ntinua tio n p a g e s a t the  e nd  o f the  no mina tio n. 
 

Fig ure  1: Ad ve rtise me nt fro m “The  Pic to ria l Guid e  to  St. Lo uis with Pla ns a nd  Vie ws.”  (St. Lo uis: 

Sla wso n & Pie rro t/ Ca mille  N. Dry) 1878. Pa g e  42. 

Fig ure  2: Dra wing  o f o rig ina l So uth Pub lic  Ma rke t in Ca ro nd e le t c irc a  1870 (to p ) a nd  p re se nt 

b uild ing  to d a y in 2012 (b e lo w).  No te  tha t the  o rig ina l struc ture  is e xta nt b e hind  a  mo d e rn 

sto re fro nt a nd  tha t the  sid e  b a ys a re  b ric ke d -in. 

Fig ure  3: Kilb urn wo o d  e ng ra ving  o f the  2nd  Bid d le  Ma rke t (the  first wa s wo o d  fra me ), c irc a  1860s. 

Fig ure  4: Bid d le  Ma rke t, p ho to g ra p he r unkno wn 1900.  To p : inte rse c tio n; b o tto m-c lo se . 

Fig ure  5: Olive r & Whip p le 's Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p  o f St. Lo uis, Mo ., 1876. Vo l. 2.  (St. Lo uis: O live r & 

Whip p le , 1875).  Vie w o f ma rke t a nd  surro und ing  b lo c ks. 

Fig ure  6: Olive r & Whip p le 's Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p  o f St. Lo uis. MO, 1876. Vo l. 2.  (St. Lo uis: O live r & 

Whip p le , 1875).  De ta il o f ma rke t. 

Fig ure  7: Dry, Ca mille  N. a nd  Ric ha rd  J. Co mp to n.  Pic to ria l St. Lo uis: The  Gre a t Me tro p o lis o f the  

Mississip p i Va lle y-A To p o g ra p hic a l Surve y Dra wn in Pe rsp e c tive  A.D. 1875. (St. Lo uis: Co mp to n & 

Dry, 1876). 

Fig ure  8: Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p .  Vo lume  2, p la te  102, 1909. 

Fig ure  9: “Twe lfth Stre e t: St. Lo uis’  Mo st Ne e d e d  Co mme rc ia l Tho ro ug hfa re .”   (St. Lo uis: C ity Pla n 

Co mmissio n, 1919).   

Fig ure  10: Fro m “Old  Bid d le  Ma rke t Will Be  Ra ze d  So o n fo r Ne w Struc ture .”   St. Lo uis Glo b e -

De mo c ra t.  Oc to b e r 4, 1931. 

Fig ure  11: Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p .  Vo lume  2, p la te  15, 1950. 

Fig ure  12: Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p .  Co mp a riso n o f ma rke ts: 1909 (le ft) & 1950 (rig ht). 

Fig ure  13: City o f St. Lo uis: Ne w Biddle  Ma rke t.  Alb e rt A. Osb e rg .  Arc hite c tura l Dra wing s, 16 

she e ts, 1931.  This is fro m she e t numb e r 5. 

Fig ure  14: City o f St. Lo uis: Ne w Biddle  Ma rke t.  Alb e rt A. Osb e rg .  Arc hite c tura l Dra wing s, 16 

she e ts, 1931.  This is fro m she e t numb e r 5. (La rg e  Fo rma t) 

Fig ure  15: City o f St. Lo uis: Ne w Biddle  Ma rke t.  Alb e rt A. Osb e rg .  Arc hite c tura l Dra wing s, 16 

she e ts, 1931.  This is fro m she e t numb e r 6. (La rg e  Fo rma t) 

Fig ure  16: City o f St. Lo uis: Ne w Biddle  Ma rke t.  Alb e rt A. Osb e rg .  Arc hite c tura l Dra wing s, 16 

she e ts, 1931.  This is fro m she e t numb e r 6 (to p ) a nd  She e t numb e r 3 (b o tto m). (La rg e  Fo rma t) 

Fig ure  17: St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  “Bid d le  Ma rke t.”   Re a l Esta te  Se c tio n.  Ma y 1, 1932. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Summa ry 

The  Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t is lo c a te d  a t 1211-19 No rth Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd  in St. Lo uis 

(Ind e p e nd e nt C ity), Misso uri.  Co nstruc te d  in 1932, the  b uild ing  is a  re c ta ng ula r o ne -

sto ry c o mme rc ia l b uild ing  o f ste e l fra me  c o nstruc tio n with va rie g a te d  b uff b ric k c urta in 

wa lls la id  in a  Fle mish b o nd .  The  lo ng  no rth-so uth a xis ha s a  full-le ng th g a b le d  mo nito r 

with b o a rd e d  c le a rsto ry wind o ws.  A slig htly p ro je c ting  fro ntisp ie c e  with a  sha p e d  

p a ra p e t a nd  Ita lia n Re na issa nc e  d e ta iling  is c e nte re d  in e a c h e le va tio n.  Bric k p ila ste rs 

a nd  p ila ste r strip s with lime sto ne  b a se s d e fine  c o rne rs a nd  the  b uild ing ’ s twe nty-e ig ht 

re c e sse d , fo rme r ma rke t sta ll o p e ning s.  No rth a nd  e a st e le va tio ns re ta in te rra  c o tta , 

se mi-c irc ula r a rc h surro und s with a c a nthus le a ve s a nd  ro p e  mo ld ing s b ut the  so uth a nd  

we st e le va tio ns ha ve  b e e n simp lifie d .  A ro se  wind o w with te rra  c o tta  tra c e ry a nd  inse t 

sta ine d  g la ss is a b o ve  the  no rth e ntra nc e .  Orna me nta l te rra  c o tta  ro se tte s, tile s, a nd  

sto ne  inse ts e mb e llish c o rnic e s a nd  ro o fline s.  De sp ite  infille d  a re a s a nd  o the r c ha ng e s, 

the  o rig ina l d e sig n is re a d ily id e ntifia b le .  The  inte rio r re ta ins its o p e n a rc a d e , p e d e stria n 

a xis, a nd  ra d ia ting  d ivid e d  ro o ms tha t se rve d  a s ma rke t sta lls.  De sp ite  the se  a lte ra tio ns, 

the  Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t c o ntinue s to  re fle c t its histo ric  p a st a s a  p ub lic  ma rke t. 

 

Site  

The  Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t o c c up ie s St. Lo uis C ity Blo c k 564 e a st who se  b o und a rie s 

inc lud e  No rth Tuc ke r (Twe lfth) Bo ule va rd  to  the  e a st, Bid d le  Stre e t to  the  so uth, No rth 

13th Stre e t to  the  we st, a nd  a  fe nc e d -in p a rking  a re a  a nd  O ’ Fa llo n Stre e t a t the  no rth.  

Ne w c o nstruc tio n a nd  the  histo ric  Shrine  o f St. Jo se p h Churc h (NRHP liste d  a s St. 

Jo se p h’ s Ro ma n Ca tho lic  Churc h 5-19-1978) a re  visib le  to  the  so uth a nd  e a st while  a  

fa st fo o d  re sta ura nt, va c a nt lo ts, a nd  a n a uto mo tive  imp o und  ya rd  a re  to  the  we st a nd  

no rth.  Also , imme d ia te ly no rth is a  me ta l-c la d  b ric k a nd  c a st iro n b uild ing  whic h is the  

la st p hysic a l re mna nt o f the  fo rme r d e nse  re sid e ntia l a nd  c o mme rc ia l ne ig hb o rho o d . 

(Se e  Bid d le  Ma rke t Bo und a ry Ma p ). 

 

Exte rior 

The  Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t ha s a  re c ta ng ula r fo o tp rint me a suring  194’  10”  b y 72’  2”  with 

the  sho rte r no rth a nd  so uth a s we ll a s the  lo ng e r e a st a nd  we st e le va tio ns b e ing  

symme tric a l—a nd  te c hnic a lly se rving  a s fo ur p rima ry fa c a d e s.  The  sho rt e le va tio ns 

fro nt a lo ng  Bid d le  Stre e t a t the  so uth a nd  the  fe nc e d -in, p o ure d  c o nc re te  ya rd  a t the  

no rth.  All e le va tio ns a re  c o mp rise d  o f va rie g a te d  b uff b ric k la id  in Fle mish b o nd  with 

te rra  c o tta  a nd  sto ne  o rna me nta tio n.  A te rra  c o tta  b lind  a rc a d e  c o mp rise d  o f se mi-

c irc ula r a rc he s (re minisc e nt o f Ita lia na te  wind o w ho o d s) a c c e nts the  ro o fline s o f the  
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no rth a nd  so uth b uild ing  e nd s.  Multi-c o lo re d  ro se tte s, p a ne ls, a nd  d e ta ils e mb e llish 

e a c h e le va tio n. 

 

The  no rth fa ç a d e  is symme tric a l a nd  c o mp rise d  o f five  b a ys within thre e  b uild ing  

se c tio ns se p a ra te d  b y b ric k p ila ste rs se t up o n lime sto ne  b a se s (Pho to  1).  A c e ntra lize d  

e ntry with ne we r me ta l d o o r a nd  b ric k infill is se t within a  se mi-c irc ula r a rc h a nd  is 

situa te d  within a  slig htly p ro je c ting  b a y fra me d  b y b ric k p ila ste rs tha t te rmina te  a b o ve  

the  ro o fline .  Te rra  c o tta  surro und ing  the  e ntry is hig hly stylize d  with a c a nthus le a ve s 

a nd  ro p e  mo ld ing .  A lo w g a b le  ro o f with o rna me nta l te rra  c o tta  c a p , p a ne l inse ts, a nd  

c o rnic e  a c c e nt the  p a ra p e t.  A te rra  c o tta  b lind  a rc a d e  c o mp rise d  o f se mi-c irc ula r 

a rc he s (re minisc e nt o f Ita lia na te  wind o w ho o d s) a c c e nts the  ro o fline .  Ab o ve  the  

p rima ry e ntra nc e  is a  ro se  wind o w with te rra  c o tta  tra c e ry a nd  inse t sta ine d  g la ss 

(Pho to  2).  Fla nking  the  e ntra nc e  a re  two  sto re fro nts p e r sid e —se t a b o ve  o rna me nta l 

b ric k kne e  wa lls with b ric ks sta c ke d  o n he a d e r sid e .  Sto re fro nt o p e ning s ha ve  re c e sse d  

b ric k infill a nd  a  d o ub le -hung  me ta l wind o w p e r b a y.  The  sid e s a re  fra me d  with b ric k 

sta c ke d  o n stre tc he r sid e , a nd  a b o ve  e a c h o f the  fo ur sto re fro nt o p e ning s a re  two  

so ld ie r c o urse s o f b uff b ric k. 

 

The  e a st e le va tio n a t No rth Tuc ke r fe a ture s a  c e nte re d  e ntra nc e  b a y whic h p ro je c ts 

fro m the  ma in b uild ing  (Pho to s 3 a nd  4).  Te rra  c o tta  surro und ing  the  e ntry is hig hly 

stylize d  with a c a nthus le a ve s a nd  ro p e  mo ld ing  (Pho to  5).  Cro wne d  b y a  simila r, 

o rna me nte d  g a b le  ro o f, a  sma lle r o c ulus wind o w with ma rb le  inse t is c o mp rise d  o f te rra  

c o tta  a nd  c ut b ric k (Pho to  6).  The  e ntry is a  ne we r d o o r within a n infill b ric k fie ld  se t 

insid e  o f a  se mi-c irc ula r a rc h o p e ning .  Fla nking  the  e ntry wing  a re  five  sto re fro nt b a ys 

a t e ithe r sid e  with a  lo w-slo p e  she d  ro o f visib le  a b o ve .  Ea c h sto re fro nt b a y is se p a ra te d  

b y a  p ila ste r o f b ric k a b o ve  a  lime sto ne  b a se .  Two  o f the  no rthe rnmo st sto re fro nt b a ys 

ha ve  ne we r e ntry d o o rs a nd  a ll o f the  b a ys ha ve  b uff-c o lo re d  b ric k infill re c e sse d  b a c k 

fro m the  e xte rio r wa ll.  Eithe r sing le  o r p a ire d , ne we r me ta l d o ub le -hung  wind o ws a re  

p la c e d  within the  b a ys.  Ab o ve  the  sto re fro nts is a  d o ub le  ro w o f so ld ie r c o urse s.  

Imme d ia te ly und e r the  ro o fline  a re  thre e  c o rb e lle d  c o urse s with a  b a nd  o f mo d ifie d  

he rring b o ne  b ric k b e lo w; se p a ra ting  the  se c tio ns b e twe e n b a ys a nd  a t the  c e nte r o f 

e a c h b a y is a  c o lo re d  te rra  c o tta  tile  la id  sq ua re  a nd  d ia g o na lly.  Visib le  a b o ve  the  

ma in ro o fline  is a  p ro je c ting  mo nito r with lo w g a b le  ro o f a nd  b o a rd e d  wind o ws.  He re , 

a  c o urse  o f so ld ie r b ric ks c o nta ins simila r c o lo re d  tile s se t und e r a  d e ntille d  b ric k 

c o rnic e  b a re ly visib le  und e r a  me ta l g utte r.  A sing le  b ric k c himne y is visib le  a b o ve  the  

ro o fline . 
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The  so uth e le va tio n is id e ntic a l to  the  no rth with the  e xc e p tio n o f the  fo rme r e ntra nc e  

b a y whic h ha s b e e n c o nve rte d  to  a  g a ra g e  o p e ning  with b ric k infill a b o ve .  A ve nte d  

lo uve r is insta lle d  within the  ro se  wind o w b e yo nd  (Pho to  7).  Curb  c uts a llo w a c c e ss into  

the  b uild ing  fro m the  stre e t.  Within the  inte rio r b e yo nd  the  g a ra g e  b a y is a  p a rking  

a re a .  Bric k kne e wa lls o n this e le va tio n a re  a lso  slig htly d iffe re nt a nd  c o nta in a  re c e sse d  

trip a rtite  d e sig n with a  d ia g o na l De lla  Ro b b ia  Bo nd  (re minisc e nt o f wo ve n fa b ric ) 

fla nke d  o n e a c h sid e  b y b ric ks sta c ke d  o n he a d e r sid e s (Pho to  8). 

 

Ag a in, the  we st e le va tio n is ne a rly id e ntic a l to  the  e a st with the  e xc e p tio ns o f a  g a ra g e  

d o o r insta lle d  in the  fo rme r p e d e stria n e ntra nc e  a t the  c e nte r o f the  b uild ing  a nd  with 

fo ur o f the  sto re fro nt b a ys c o nta ining  ne we r e ntra nc e  d o o rs (Pho to s 8 a nd  9).  The  

simila r d e ta ils o f the  mo nito r a re  a lso  visib le  a b o ve  the  ma in b o d y o f the  b uild ing .  The  

c himne y sta c k o rig ina te s o n this e le va tio n a nd  inte rse c ts the  mo nito r struc ture  ne a re r 

the  no rth wa ll.  A se rie s o f sma lle r ve nts p ro trud e  fro m the  ro o fline . 

 

Inte rior 

The  inte rio r o f the  Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t is c o mp rise d  o f a n a xis flo o r p la n.  Running  no rth 

a nd  so uth the  sp a c e  is e ntire ly o p e n to  the  full b uild ing  he ig ht whe re  the  o rig ina l ste e l 

ro o f trusse s a re  e xp o se d  a t the  c e iling  (Pho to  10).  Ab o ve  the  trusse s the  o rig ina l wo o d  

ro o f d e c king  is e xp o se d .  Inte rse c ting  a t the  c e nte r o f this ma in a rc a d e  a re  sma lle r 

wing s running  we st a nd  e a st d e no te d  b y wid e  a rc he s.  The se  sma lle r c o rrid o rs a re  

c o nta ine d  und e r the  o ne -sto ry p o rtio n o f the  b uild ing  (Pho to  11).  The  c e iling s ha ve  

e xp o se d  c o nc re te  while  the  wa lls a re  e xp o se d  b ric k tha t a re  e ithe r na tura l (va rie g a te d  

b uff b ric k) o r p a inte d .  Ra d ia ting  fro m the  c e nte r a rc a d e  a nd  in line  with the  sma lle r 

c o rrid o rs a re  se ve ra l o ne -sto ry sp a c e s d e no te d  b y fla t a rc he s sup p o rte d  o n ste e l linte ls.  

Divid ing  the se  sp a c e s a re  b ric k p ila ste rs visib le  fro m the  ma in a rc a d e .  Ste e l c o lumns 

a re  e nc a se d  in c o nc re te  b e hind  the  p ila ste rs (Pho to  12). 

 

At the  no rth e nd  o f the  b uild ing  is a  ne we r, re mo va b le  wa ll whic h se p a ra te s the  sp a c e  

fro m the  re ma ind e r o f the  b uild ing .  So me  o f the  sid e  b a ys ha ve  c o nc re te  b lo c k infill 

while  o the rs a re  o p e n a nd  so me  ha ve  fe nc ing  in o rd e r to  c re a te  lo c ke d  sto ra g e .  The  

ma jo rity o f the  inte rio r is use d  fo r a uto mo b ile  p a rking .  Be hind  the  g a ra g e  b a y a t the  

so uth wa ll the  inte rio r a rc h d e ta il is inta c t a b o ve  the  d o o r.  The  p e d e stria n e ntra nc e s, 

a ltho ug h mo d ifie d  fo r sma lle r d o o rs, ha ve  inta c t o rna me nta tio n a nd  the ir o rig ina l 

d ime nsio ns a re  c le a rly id e ntifia b le .  A p a rtia l b o ile r ro o m is lo c a te d  und e r the  struc ture  

a nd  is e q uip p e d  with ste a m tunne ls to  the  ma in b uild ing . 
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Inte g rity 

Typ ic a l o f a  c ity-o wne d  a nd  o p e ra te d  struc ture , the  Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t wa s 

re no va te d  fo r histo ric  a nd  la te r use s a fte r its sho rt life  a s a  p ub lic  ma rke t.  Unfo rtuna te ly 

no  b uild ing  p e rmits e xist tha t illustra te  wha t c ha ng e s we re  ma d e  a nd  whe n.  Ho we ve r, 

histo ric  b uild ing  p la ns ind ic a te  tha t the  b uild ing  wa s first mo d ifie d  in 1946 whe n it 

b e c a me  a  p riva te ly-o wne d  sup e rma rke t.  It wa s like ly a t this time  tha t ma ny o f the  

o rig ina l sto re fro nt o p e ning s we re  a d a p te d  to  e ithe r b e  c lo se d -in with the  inse rtio n o f 

wind o ws o r to  ha ve  the  sto re fro nt re mo ve d  a nd  re p la c e d  with infill while  the  e ntra nc e  

wa s re ta ine d .   

 

Ad d itio na l p hysic a l e vid e nc e  tha t e xists is a  se t o f p la ns fro m 1969 whic h sho w the  

e xisting  c o nd itio ns in 1946 a nd  the  p ro p o se d  re no va tio n.  At this time  the  b uild ing  wa s 

p ro p o se d  fo r re use  a s o ffic e s fo r a n e xte nsio n c e nte r fo r the  Unive rsity o f Misso uri.  It 

a p p e a rs tha t a t le a st thre e  a d d itio na l o p e ning s we re  c lo se d  a nd  ne w p e d e stria n d o o rs 

a nd  a  g a ra g e  b a y e ntry d o o r wa s insta lle d .  It a lso  is e vid e nt tha t the  te mp o ra ry wa ll a t 

the  no rth e nd  wa s insta lle d  a t this time . 

 

De sp ite  the se  re no va tio ns, a ll o f the  o rig ina l sto re fro nt o p e ning s a re  visib le  fro m the  

e xte rio r a nd  o n the  inte rio r.  Ea c h o f the  twe nty-e ig ht sto re fro nt o p e ning s re ma ins to  b e  

d e fine d  b y its o rig ina l b ric k p ila ste rs a nd  fla t a rc h.  Also , ma ny o f the  sto re fro nt 

o p e ning s re ta in the ir o rig ina l d e c o ra tive  b ric k kne e wa lls a s we ll a s e vid e nc e  o f o rig ina l 

d o o r lo c a tio ns.  In fa c t, re p la c e me nt d o o rs, whe n insta lle d  in the  1946 a nd  la te r 1969 

re no va tio ns re sp e c t the  o rig ina l o p e ning s.  In a d d itio n, b ric k wa s re c e sse d  b a c k fro m 

the  sto re fro nt o p e ning s, a nd  thus p ro vid e s a  visua l link to  the  o rig ina l d e sig n inte nt.  

So me  o rig ina l d ivid ing  wa lls we re  re mo ve d  in 1946 a nd  a d d itio na l we re  re mo ve d  

d uring  a  1969 a lte ra tio n.  Mo st o f the  inte rio r b a ys a re  still o p e n a nd  a  fe w ha ve  

re c e sse d  c o nc re te  b lo c k infill.  De sp ite  the  inte rio r mo d ific a tio ns the  sp a c e  within 

c o ntinue s to  e vo ke  a  ma rke t struc ture , visua lly d e fine d  b y a  hig h c e iling , a nd  b ric k p ie rs 

c re a ting  intima te  sp a c e s.  Re g a rd le ss o f o ve ra ll re ve rsib le  c ha ng e s, the  b uild ing  re ta ins 

inte g rity o f lo c a tio n, d e sig n, ma te ria ls, wo rkma nship , fe e ling , a nd  a sso c ia tio n.  De sp ite  

the  lo ss o f muc h o f the  histo ric  ne ig hb o rho o d  tha t o rig ina lly surro und e d  the  ma rke t the  

b uild ing  re ta ins so me  inte g rity o f se tting . 

 

The  o rig ina l d e sig n o f the  b uild ing  is p ro vid e d  in fig ure s 12-15.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Summa ry 

The  Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t a t 1211-19 No rth Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd  in St. Lo uis is e lig ib le  fo r 

listing  in the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s und e r Crite rio n A in the  a re a  o f 

COMMERCE.  Co nstruc te d  in 1932 d uring  a  p e rio d  o f c ity re fo rm, the  b uild ing  is lo c a lly 

sig nific a nt fo r its ro le  a s a  p ub lic  ma rke tp la c e  fo r fa rme rs’  p ro d uc e .  Like  a n e a rlie r 

Bid d le  Ma rke t o n the  sa me  site , it wa s a n inte g ra l e le me nt o f its d ive rse  ne ig hb o rho o d  

a ltho ug h it so o n c a me  to  b e  c o nsid e re d  a  ‘ white  e le p ha nt”  d ue  to  the  ra p id  g ro wth o f 

sma ll, p riva te  g ro c e ry sto re s a nd  la rg e r sup e rma rke ts a c ro ss the  c ity.  De sig ne d  b y c ity 

a rc hite c t Alb e rt A. Osb urg , the  re c ta ng ula r b uild ing  fe a ture s a  mo nito r ro o f, intric a te  

b ric kwo rk a nd  te rra  c o tta  d e ta iling  sug g e stive  o f Ita lia n Re na issa nc e  styling .  The  

no mina te d  b uild ing  wa s the  la st o f thre e  c ity ma rke ts to  b e  c o nstruc te d  und e r a  1923 

p ub lic  imp ro ve me nts b o nd  issue .1  The  p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e  b e g ins with the  Bid d le  

Stre e t Ma rke t’ s o p e ning  in 1932 a nd  e nd s in 1946 whe n the  b uild ing  wa s la st use d  a s a  

p ub lic  ma rke t.  The  p ro p e rty ha s b e e n a lte re d  b ut re ma ins suffic ie ntly e vo c a tive  o f its 

histo ric  a p p e a ra nc e  thro ug h the  Gre a t De p re ssio n a nd  Wo rld  Wa r II.  Afte r the  p e rio d  

o f sig nific a nc e  it b e c a me  a  mo d e rn sup e rma rke t, o p e ra ting  a s suc h fro m 1947 thro ug h 

the  e a rly 1960s.  It re ma ins a  c ity-o wne d  p ro p e rty to d a y, ho using  a  d ivisio n o f the  St. 

Lo uis He a lth De p a rtme nt. 

 

Ba c kg round: Ea rly Ma rke ts 

Thro ug ho ut re c o rd e d  time , tra d e  ha s d e p e nd e d  o n the  c o ng re g a tio n o f p e o p le  in 

o p e n site s, tho ro ug hfa re s, a nd  la te r p ub lic  sq ua re s.  The  e vo lutio n o f a  p e rma ne nt 

g a the ring  p la c e  c a n b e  d ra wn fro m no ma d ic  c o nvo ys a nd  e ve ntua lly, sta b le  

ma rke tp la c e s.  Ind ivid ua lly-o wne d  a nd  o p e ra te d  ma rke t sta lls wo uld  b e c o me  

p e rma ne nt o nc e  se ttle me nts we re  sta tio na ry a nd  c lie nte le  c o uld  b e  p re d ic ta b le .  To  

ho use  the se  sta lls, p ub lic  ma rke t p la c e s e vo lve d  a nd  so o n c o nta ine d  a  va rie ty o f 

g o o d s a nd  se rvic e s.  Alo ng  with the  a c c e ss c a me  the  unp re d ic ta b ility o f p ric e s a nd  

q ua lity whe n we ig hts a nd  me a sure s we re  no t c o mmo np la c e .  Ame ric a n ma rke ts, first 

b e g inning  with the  na tive  p o p ula tio ns a nd  the n with the  first p e rma ne nt Euro p e a n 

e mig ra nts we re  simila r. 

 

Ma rke tp la c e s fo r fo o d stuffs a nd  tra d e  ite ms ha ve  a lwa ys b e e n e sse ntia l to  d e ve lo p ing  

villa g e s a nd  e a rly St. Lo uis wa s no  e xc e p tio n.  The  fo und ing  o f St. Lo uis in the  1760s 

inc lud e d  the  p ro visio n fo r a  p ub lic  ma rke t a nd  a d d itio na l b lo c ks fo r p ub lic  use , lo c a te d  

1 The  o the r two  we re  the  Unio n Ma rke t, b uilt in 1924 (NR liste d  1-16-1984) a nd  the  So ula rd  Ma rke t (NR liste d  

in So ula rd  Ne ig hb o rho o d  Histo ric  Distric t o n 12-26-1972), b uilt in 1929.   
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a t the  ve ry he a rt o f the  villa g e  a nd  imme d ia te ly situa te d  a lo ng  the  Mississip p i Rive r.  

The  first p ub lic  ma rke t wa s o ffic ia lly e sta b lishe d  in 1812.  Imme d ia te  a c c e ss to  b o a t 

la nd ing s wa s c ruc ia l a nd  the  ma rke t p ro vid e d  a  c o nne c tio n b e twe e n the  p e rma ne nt 

se ttle rs o f the  future  c ity with tra d e  ro ute s no rth a nd  so uth a nd  a c ro ss the  c o untry.  

Assuring  c o mp le te  c o ntro l o f the  sup p ly to  a  p o p ula tio n who  c o uld  no t g ro w a ll o f its 

o wn fo o d , a n o rd ina nc e  wa s p a sse d  in 1812 p ro hib iting  the  sa le  o f fo o d stuffs a t a ny 

o the r lo c a tio ns in the  c ity e xc e p t fo r the  p rima ry ma rke t. 

 

An inc re a se  in p o p ula tio n a nd  a  ste a d y d e ma nd  fo r g o o d s le d  to  the  c o nstruc tio n o f a  

la rg e r, mixe d -use  ma rke t b uild ing  b y 1830.  While  the  ma rke t sta lls we re  p la c e d  o n the  

g ro und  flo o r, the  b uild ing  a lso  ho use d  the  c ity ja il in the  b a se me nt, c ity o ffic e s o n the  

2nd  flo o r a nd  re nta l sp a c e  o n the  3rd .  Onc e  the  villa g e  b e c a me  a  to wn a nd  the  to wn 

e vo lve d  into  a  c ity, its fa the rs p la nne d  c o nstruc tio n o f a d d itio na l ma rke ts la id  

thro ug ho ut the  g rid —ma ny o f the m o n la nd s tha t we re  d o na te d  to  the  c ity b y its 

we a lthie r a nd  fo und ing  fa milie s.   

 

Co mmo n fie ld s whic h fo rme rly d o tte d  the  St. Lo uis o nc e  p ro vid e d  a mp le  la nd  fo r 

fa rming  b ut so o n e a c h site  wa s swa llo we d  b y c ity g ro wth.  Suc h sub se q ue nt e xp a nsio n 

o f the  c ity c o up le d  with c ha ng e s in tra nsp o rta tio n me tho d s o f g o o d s (e sp e c ia lly with 

the  e me rg e nc e  o f the  ra ilro a d  in the  1860s) re sulte d  in c o ntinue d  c o nstruc tio n o f 

sup p le me nta ry ma rke t p la c e s a nd  o p e n a ir struc ture s.2   

 

Po p ula tio n inc re a se d  ste a d ily, fro m 160,773 in 1860 to  310,000 in 1870 a nd  to  500,000 b y 

1875.  In 1870 St. Lo uis wa s se rve d  b y the  p rinc ip a l Unio n Ma rke t.  Fo urte e n o the r sma lle r 

ma rke ts we re  so o n sc a tte re d  within its b o und a ry (Fig ure  1).  Suc h ma rke ts inc lud e d  the  

So uth Pub lic  Ma rke t in Ca ro nd e le t (Fig ure  2), the  Sturg e o n Ma rke t a t Bro a d wa y a nd  

No rth Ma rke t, the  So ula rd  Ma rke t a t 7th Stre e t ne a r Ca rro ll Stre e t, a nd  the  Ca rr Ma rke t 

a t the  c o rne r o f 24th a nd  Wa sh (no w Co le ) Stre e ts.  Ea c h ma rke t re p re se nte d  the  p o ints 

furthe st no rth, so uth, a nd  we st o f the  c ity c o re  a nd  id e ntifie d  b y multip le  e thnic  g ro up s 

who  se ttle d  in tho se  a re a s.   

 

At the  b e g inning  o f the  fisc a l ye a r fo r 1875, the  C ity o f St. Lo uis ha d  a sse ts in re a l e sta te  

a nd  p e rso na l p ro p e rty va lue d  a t a  little  o ve r $13.7 millio n o f whic h p ub lic  ma rke ts a nd  

g ro und s wa s $762,850.3  Ma rke ts we re  sp re a d  a c ro ss the  c ity, mo st o f the m no t furthe r 

2 One  o f the  e a rlie st ma rke ts b uilt in the  c ity, still e xta nt, wa s Re se rvo ir Ma rke t b uilt c irc a  1865.  Lo c a te d  a t 

2616 No rth 22nd  Stre e t the  b uild ing  se rve d  re sid e nts o f the  no rthe rn p a rts o f the  c ity b ut to d a y sits va c a nt.     
3 Ca mille  N. Dry a nd  Ric ha rd  J. Co mp to n.  Pic to ria l St. Lo uis: The  Gre a t Me tro p o lis o f the  Mississip p i Va lle y-A 

To p o g ra p hic a l Surve y Dra wn in Pe rsp e c tive  A.D. 1875. (St. Lo uis: Co mp to n & Dry, 1876), p a g e  14. 
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tha n a  fe w b lo c ks fro m o ne  a no the r, se rving  e ve ry p o p ula te d  ne ig hb o rho o d .  

Eve ntua lly ma rke ts b e g a n to  c lo se  a nd  o nly te n re ma ine d  in 1888 b ut the  c ultura l 

imp a c t o f the  ma rke t wa s a lre a d y e ng ra ine d .  As Co mme rc ia l a nd Arc hite c tura l St. 

Lo uis p ut it: 

 

“St. Lo uis ma inta ins a  syste m o f ma rke ts whe re  the  p ro d uc tio n o f the  

g a rd e ne r, the  flo rist, the  fruits o f a ll c lime s, a nd  whe re  fish, fo a l, d re sse d  

me a ts, g a me , b utte r, e tc ., a re  to  b e  ha d  in g re a t a b und a nc e  a nd  a t a ll 

time s o f the  ye a r.  The se  ma rke t p la c e s a re  a  g re a t c o nve nie nc e  to  the  

p e o p le , a nd  o ne  o f the  sig hts o f this c ity is the  c ro wd s, the  lig hts, the  

d isp la y a nd  the  tra ffic  a t Unio n Ma rke t, e sp e c ia lly o n Sa turd a y e ve ning .” 4 

 

Ma rke t Building  Improve me nts 

Be twe e n 1904 a nd  1930, the  C ity ha d  tra nsitio ne d  fro m the  e nd  o f the  g ra nd io se  

Vic to ria n p e rio d  ma rke d  b y the  Wo rld ’ s Fa ir (Lo uisia na  Purc ha se  Exp o sitio n) into  a  

p e rio d  mo re  p ro g re ssive  a nd  ma rke d  with lo ng -ra ng e  p la nning  a nd  munic ip a l 

imp ro ve me nts.  Fo llo wing  Ne w Yo rk in a d o p tio n o f o ffic ia l zo ning  re g ula tio ns, St. Lo uis 

wa s the  se c o nd  c ity to  imp le me nt a  p la n in 1918.  Ho we ve r, e ffo rts to  imp ro ve  c ity-

o wne d  p ro p e rty b e g a n ne a rly two  d e c a d e s e a rlie r whe n in 1900 the  Munic ip a l Co d e  

o f St. Lo uis wa s a nno ta te d  a nd  re p ub lishe d  to  a d d re ss the  fo ur c ity-o p e ra te d  ma rke ts 

inc lud ing  the  Unio n, C ity, So ula rd , a nd  So uth ma rke ts.  It wa s a lso  d uring  this p e rio d  tha t 

the  c ity b e g a n to  p la n fo r the  re p la c e me nt o f its e a rly p ub lic  ma rke ts a s a  d ire c t 

re sp o nse  to  the ir c o nd itio n a nd  la c k o f sa nita tio n.  The  ne g a tive  ima g e  o f the  lo ng -

d e te rio ra ting  c ity ma rke t ha d  to  b e  a d d re sse d  a nd  it wa s so o n p ro ve d  tha t 

“ sp e c ia lize d  ma rke t ho use s we re  o b je c ts o f c ity b o o ste rism, p ra ise d  no t o nly fo r the ir 

a rc hite c tura l me rit b ut a lso  the ir a b ility to  c o nta in a  c ity’ s fo o d  ma rke ting  und e r o ne  

ro o f.” 5 

 

By 1910, the  C ity o f St. Lo uis wa s o p e ra ting  thre e  munic ip a l ma rke ts a nd  o wne d  the  

la nd  und e r a  fo urth (the  o rig ina l Bid d le ) whic h wa s p riva te ly run.  The  d o wnto wn Unio n 

Ma rke t (o rig ina l sinc e  de mo lishe d a nd re p la c e d b y the  ne w Unio n Ma rke t in 1924-25) 

a t Bro a d wa y a nd  Mo rg a n (no w Co nve ntio n Pla za /De lma r) wa s to ute d  a s “ o ne  o f the  

mo st imp o rta nt ma rke ts in the  c o untry, tho ug h no t the  fine st.” 6  The  o the r two  c ity-

4 Co mme rc ia l a nd  Arc hite c tura l St. Lo uis.  (St. Lo uis: Jo ne s a nd  Ore a r) 1888.  Pa g e  207. 
5 He le n Ta ng ire s.  “ Pub lic  Ma rke ts a nd  Munic ip a l Re fo rm in the  Pro g re ssive  Era .”   Fro m Fe e ding  the  Citie s.  

Sp ring  1997, vo lume  29, numb e r 1. 
6 Cha rle s C la ud e  Ca se y.  “ Munic ip a l Ma rke ts o f St. Lo uis.”  Munic ip a l Jo urna l a nd Eng ine e r. Ne w Yo rk.  

Vo lume  XXVIII, Numb e r 17, p a g e  611. Ap ril 17, 1910. 
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o wne d  ma rke ts inc lud e d  the  So ula rd  a nd  the  So uth Ma rke ts (a t 7701 So uth Bro a dwa y 

in Ca ro nde le t- se e  Fig ure  2).  The  fo rme r wa s mo stly d e se rte d  with the  e xc e p tio n o f its 

wa g o n b usine ss while  the  la te r ha d  ste a d y p a tro na g e ; b o th ma rke ts we re  a llo we d  to  

run d o wn a nd  we re  c o nsid e re d  to  b e  a  b urd e n to  the  c ity.  The  p riva te ly-run Bid d le  

Ma rke t o n the  o the r ha nd , wa s ma na g e d  mo re  e ne rg e tic a lly a nd  wa s hig hly p ro fita b le  

(Fig ure  3 sho ws e a rly vie w).  De sp ite  its g re a t suc c e ss, Bid d le  wa s c la ssifie d  a s unsa nita ry 

b y 1910. 

 

In 1910, the  Munic ip a l Jo urna l a nd Eng ine e r la unc he d  a  se rie s o f a rtic le s whic h, fo r the  

mo st p a rt, we re  c ritic a l o f munic ip a l-o wne d  ma rke ts inc lud ing  tho se  in St. Lo uis.  At tha t 

time , St. Lo uis wa s a mo ng  a t le a st 59 Ame ric a n c itie s o wning  suc h p ro p e rtie s.  While  it 

wa s c o mmo n kno wle d g e  tha t the  ma rke ts we re  d e te rio ra ting , the  p ub lic a tio n o f 

d e ta ils a b o ut the ir p o o r c o nd itio n (sp e c ific a lly in the  Ap ril 1910 issue ) hit ho me , c a using  

g re a t c o nc e rn a mo ng  c ity fa the rs.  In e a rly 1914, in c o nne c tio n with a  p ro p o se d  

g e ne ra l b o nd  issue  fo r the  c o nstruc tio n o f ne w ma rke ts o n e xisting  site s, the  C ivic  

Le a g ue  o f St. Lo uis a ske d  the  Unite d  Sta te s De p a rtme nt o f Ag ric ulture  (USDA) to  

e va lua te  the  c ity’ s fo ur p ub lic  ma rke ts.  The  USDA’ s re p o rt wa s hig hly ne g a tive , c iting  

the  la c k o f insp e c tio ns a nd  a sse rting  tha t “a  c ity c a nno t e sta b lish a  ma rke t a nd  e xp e c t 

it to  run itse lf.”   The  Bid d le , So ula rd  a nd  So uth ma rke ts we re  d e sc rib e d  a s ha ving  fa lle n 

into  d e c a y a nd  d isuse , while  c o nd itio ns a t the  Unio n Ma rke t we re  sa id  to  b e  

into le ra b le .  Sug g e stio ns we re  ma d e  fo r imp ro ve me nts, b ut it wa s a p p a re nt tha t a ll o f 

the  b uild ing s wo uld  so o n ne e d  to  b e  re p la c e d  a lto g e the r.7  

 

The  c ritic ism c o ntinue d  thro ug h 1915 a s the  c o nd itio n o f the  ma rke ts wo rse ne d .  As a  

re sult, the  C ivic  Le a g ue  p ro p o se d  a  “p ub lic  ma rke ts b ill”  whic h wo uld  p la c e  the  fo ur 

p ub lic  ma rke ts und e r the  jurisd ic tio n o f the  He a lth Co mmissio ne r in a d d itio n to  

a p p o inting  a  ma rke t insp e c to r.  Ac c o rd ing ly, o ut o f the  $40,000 a nnua l re ve nue  

re c e ive d  fro m ma rke t sta ll re nta ls, the  c ity o nly use d  $7,000 fo r the ir sup e rvisio n—whic h 

wa s o fte n und e r a n unq ua lifie d  ma rke t ma ste r.8  Also  p ro p o se d  und e r the  b ill we re  

sta nd a rd  me a sure s fo r the  sa le  o f e g g s, fruit a nd  ve g e ta b le s, the  wra p p ing  o f b re a d  

a nd  p ro visio n o f sa nita ry c o nta ine rs fo r b a ke ry ite ms, a nd  imp ro ve me nts to  the  ma rke t 

site s inc lud ing  stre e t sha d e  tre e s a nd  o the r la nd sc a p ing . 

 

 

7 Cha rle s C la ud e  Ca se y.  “ Munic ip a l Ma rke ts o f St. Lo uis.”  Munic ip a l Jo urna l a nd Eng ine e r. Ne w Yo rk.  

Vo lume  XXVIII, Numb e r 17, p a g e  611. Ap ril 17, 1910. 
8 “ C ivic  Le a g ue  to  Sup p o rt Ma ny Pe nd ing  Bills.”   St. Lo uis Po st-Disp a tc h.  Oc to b e r 3, 1915, p a g e  14. 
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The  Biddle  Ma rke t 

Gro und  fo r a  p ub lic  ma rke t in the  c e ntra l, no rthe rn p a rt o f the  c ity wa s d o na te d  to  the  

c ity b y Mrs. Ann Mulla np hy Bid d le  via  he r will d a te d  Ja nua ry 2, 1845.  In it, the  p ro p e rty 

wa s c o nve ye d  in trust to  the  c ity und e r the  c o nd itio n tha t the  “ sa me  sha ll a lwa ys b e  fo r 

a  ma rke t p la c e ;”  Ord ina nc e  # 1672 wa s the n a p p ro ve d  a nd  the  la nd  wa s d e c la re d  

“p ub lic  p ro p e rty fo r ma rke t p urp o se s.” 9  A fe w ye a rs la te r, in 1849, Ord ina nc e  # 2288 

a utho rize d  e re c tio n o f the  o rig ina l Bid d le  Ma rke t a t Thirte e nth a nd  Fo urte e nth Stre e ts 

b e twe e n Bid d le  a nd  O ’ Fa llo n.10  Built initia lly a s a  wo o d e n struc ture  in the  mid -1850s, it 

wa s re p la c e d  b y a  b ric k b uild ing  in the  1860s (Fig ure s 3 a nd  4).  Like  the  o the r c ity-b uilt 

ma rke ts, a  d e nse  ne ig hb o rho o d  a ro und  it wa s se rve d  a nd  the  b uild ing  q uic kly b e c a me  

a  so c ia l a nd  c o mme rc ia l c e nte r (Fig ure s 5 a nd  6). 

 

A d e c a d e  a fte r the  la nd  d o na tio n, o n De c e mb e r 20, 1855, Ord ina nc e  # 3498 wa s 

a p p ro ve d , g iving  the  c ity the  rig ht to  ta ke  p o sse ssio n o f the  ma rke t up o n p a ying  the  

sto c k ho ld e rs the  va lue  o f the  ma rke t.  (No  histo ric  re c o rds ha ve  ye t b e e n disc o ve re d 

tha t na me  the se  sto c k ho lde rs b ut wha t is kno wn is tha t the  ma rke t struc ture  wa s still 

p riva te ly-o wne d while  the  la nd b e lo w it wa s the  c ity’ s in p e rp e tuity.) 

 

Riva ling  the  c ity-o wne d  Unio n a nd  the  So ula rd  Ma rke ts b o th in c a p a c ity a nd  d ive rsity, 

the  Bid d le  Ma rke t wa s the  la st p riva te ly-o wne d  ma rke t in b usine ss in St. Lo uis in 1910.  

Fro m the  1850s to  the  1910s, it ha d  g ro wn a nd  se rve d  the  p o p ula tio n o f the  “ te ne me nt 

d istric t”  surro und ing  it (Fig ure  7).  As c a n b e  ima g ine d , the  b uild ing  fa b ric  (a s d id  tha t o f 

the  o the r ma rke ts) to o k a  he a vy to ll d uring  tha t p e rio d .  In a d d itio n, ne ig hb o rho o d  

d e c line  a nd  o ve rc ro wd e d  c o nd itio ns re sulte d  in a  la c k o f sa nita tio n a nd  within the se  six 

d e c a d e s o f he a vy use , the  ma rke t wa s no  lo ng e r ma inta ine d  in a  hyg ie nic  c o nd itio n.  

In fa c t, the  struc ture  ha d  no  sa nita ry o r d ra ina g e  p ro visio ns, o nly stre e t g utte rs.11 

 

Ma inte na nc e  a nd  o p e ra ting  e xp e nse s o f the  thre e  St. Lo uis ma rke ts ha d  inc re a se d  

fro m a  little  o ve r $6,600 in 1902 to  ne a rly $12,000 b y 1909—p ra c tic a lly d o ub ling  

e xp e nse s in just se ve n ye a rs.12  The  Bid d le  Ma rke t, a ltho ug h fully re nte d , ha d  c la ime d  to  

ma ke  suc h little  p ro fit tha t a  ma inte na nc e  sta ff c o uld  no t b e  re ta ine d .  Ultima te ly the  

9 C ity o f St. Lo uis Asse sso r Offic e .  Ab stra c t fro m Co mp tro lle r’ s O ffic e .  Bo o k 358, p a g e  55, 1909.  Instrume nt 

Will # 2133 Mrs. Ann Bid d le  to  C ity o f St. Lo uis. 
10 The  Re vise d  Ord ina nc e s o f the  C ity o f St. Lo uis, 1850, p a g e  261. 
11 Cha rle s C la ud e  Ca se y.  “ Munic ip a l Ma rke ts o f St. Lo uis.”  Munic ip a l Jo urna l a nd Eng ine e r. Ne w Yo rk.  

Vo lume  XXVIII, Numb e r 17, p a g e  611. Ap ril 17, 1910. 
12 Cha rle s C la ud e  Ca se y.  “ Munic ip a l Ma rke ts o f St. Lo uis.”  Munic ip a l Jo urna l a nd Eng ine e r. Ne w Yo rk.  

Vo lume  XXVIII, Numb e r 17, p a g e  611. Ap ril 17, 1910. 
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ma rke t d e c line d  e no ug h to  re q uire  re p la c e me nt (Fig ure  8 sho ws ma rke t site ).  By 

Se p te mb e r 25, 1914 the  c ity a ssume d  o wne rship  o f the  b uild ing  a nd  b y 1920 ha d  

b e g un to  imp o se  re g ula tio ns o n it a s p a rt o f the  a p p ro ve d  Pub lic  Ma rke ts Bill. 

 

Effo rts suc h a s the  Twe lfth Stre e t p la n p ro p o se d  b y the  C ity Pla n Co mmissio n in 1919 

a nd  the  c re a tio n o f a  b o nd  issue  in 1923, re sulte d  in the  p la nning  fo r a nd  the  fund ing  o f 

a  ne w Bid d le  Ma rke t.  The  c ity fa the rs we re  mo tiva te d  to  ma ke  a  c ha ng e  fo r its c itize ns 

a nd  a  ne w ma rke tp la c e  wo uld  b e  the  a nswe r. 

 

Ela bora tion: Construc tion of the  ne w Biddle  Ma rke t 

Altho ug h a  ne w ma rke t b uild ing  wa s p re ma ture ly illustra te d  o n the  stre e t p la n a t Bid d le  

Stre e t a s p ub lishe d  in the  Twe lfth Stre e t p la n in 1919 (Fig ure  9), p la nning  wa s slo w a nd  

the  d e c a d e  fo llo wing  the  1923 b o nd  issue  sa w o nly the  c o nstruc tio n o f the  ne w Unio n 

Ma rke t in 1924-25 a nd  the  So ula rd  Ma rke t in 1929 o ut o f the  $1,250,000 fund .  It wa s no t 

until Se p te mb e r o f 1931, tha t Chie f Eng ine e r o f the  Divisio n o f Brid g e s a nd  Build ing s in St. 

Lo uis, L. R. Bo we n a p p ro ve d  d e sig ns fo r a  third  ne w ma rke t.  With a  full a llo c a tio n o f the  

re ma ining  $80,000 le ft o ve r fro m the  b o nd , the  re ma ining  b a la nc e  wa s ta ke n fro m the  

munic ip a l b ud g e t.  De sig ne d  b y c ity a rc hite c t Alb e rt A. Osb urg , this “Ne w Bid d le  

Ma rke t”  wa s to  b e  lo c a te d  o n the  site  o f the  o rig ina l a nd  e a rly Bid d le  Ma rke ts a t Hig h 

(la te r Twe lfth a nd no w Tuc ke r), Bid d le , Thirte e nth, a nd  O ’ Fa llo n Stre e ts.  Bid s fo r the  

c o nstruc tio n we re  d ue  b y c o ntra c to rs o n Oc to b e r 27, 1931 with a  d e c isio n b y the  

Bo a rd  o f Pub lic  Se rvic e  so me  te n d a ys la te r.  Bo we n e xp e c te d  c o nstruc tio n o f the  ne w 

e d ific e  to  ta ke  six mo nths. 

 

By the  b e g inning  o f Oc to b e r 1931, the  St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t ha d  e nthusia stic a lly 

a nno unc e d  “O ld  Bid d le  Ma rke t Will Be  Ra ze d  So o n fo r Ne w Struc ture ; Tra d ing  Pla c e  

Ha s Be e n Visite d  b y Thro ng s Sinc e  Ye a r 1845”  (Fig ure  10).  The  unkno wn write r 

e la b o ra te d : 

 

“Wo rk o f te a ring  d o wn the  ra msha c kle  fra me  b uild ing  tha t fo r g e ne ra tio ns 

ha s b e e n the  Bid d le  Ma rke t will b e g in e a rly ne xt mo nth, a nd  in its p la c e  

will b e  e re c te d  a  ne w mo d e rn struc ture  o f b ric k, ste e l, a nd  tile  tha t will 

c o st the  c ity a p p ro xima te ly $100,000.” 13 

 

13 “ O ld  Bid d le  Ma rke t Will Be  Ra ze d  So o n fo r Ne w Struc ture .”   St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  Oc to b e r 4, 1931. 
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Assuming  tha t the  write r wa s re fe rring  to  the  wo o d e n a d d itio ns tha t we re  a sso c ia te d  

with the  b ric k ma rke t, he  wa s una wa re  tha t the  first struc ture  wa s no t b uilt until the  mid -

1850s, wa s re p la c e d , a nd  ha d  e vo lve d  o ve r time . 

 

De mo litio n a nd  site  c le a ring  wa s q uic k a nd  o n No ve mb e r 22, 1931, the  St. Lo uis Glo b e -

De mo c ra t a nno unc e d  “Wo rk is Sta rte d  o n Bid d le  Ma rke t.”   Winning  the  b id  fo r the  ne w 

b uild ing , the  Ka p la n-Mc Go wa n Co mp a ny o f St. Lo uis wa s to  c o mp le te  the  b uild ing , 

p la tfo rms, a nd  site  imp ro ve me nts b y Ma y 1, 1932.  The  Glo b e -De mo c ra t a nno unc e d  

tha t a  to ta l o f sixty sto re s a nd  sho p s, with fifty-thre e  o f the m ha ving  stre e t fro nta g e  wa s 

p la nne d  within the  ma in struc ture  while  the  she lte re d  p la tfo rm wo uld  c o nta in a n o p e n 

ma rke t a llo wing  a p p ro xima te ly 400 fe e t o f c urb  sp a c e  fo r wa g o ns to  b a c k in a nd  se ll 

the ir p ro d uc ts.14  (A re vie w o f the  o rig ina l p la ns c o nfirms the se  numb e rs.)  The  c ity ha d  

sure ly o utd o ne  itse lf a nd  the  p a tie nc e  o f the  a re a ’ s c itize ns wo uld  so o n p a y o ff with a  

c le a n, ne w b uild ing  p ro vid ing  the  fre she st a nd  g re a te st va rie ty o f p ro d uc e , me a ts, 

b re a d s, a nd  o the r c o mmo d itie s. 

 

The  ne w b uild ing ’ s d e sig n wa s a  sha rp  c o ntra st to  the  o ld  Bid d le  Ma rke t in tha t it wa s 

b a se d  o n a  Re na issa nc e  style  with Ita lia n mo tifs.  The  c ity a rc hite c t c ho se  a n insp iring  

d e sig n sure  to  a ttra c t c usto me rs a s we ll a s to  illustra te  the  c ity’ s d e sire  to  p ro vid e  its 

re sid e nts with stimula ting , ne w b uild ing s.  The  struc ture  a s d e sig ne d  inc lud e d  a  to ta l o f 

twe nty-fo ur ind ivid ua l sto re s und e r the  lo we r-c e iling e d  sp a c e s with a  sma ll-size d  

re sta ura nt situa te d  a t the  no rthe a st c o rne r o f the  b uild ing .  Ad d itio na l sho p s we re  

lo c a te d  in b o th the  ma in a rc a d e  a nd  the  sma lle r c o rrid o rs a s we ll a s a t the  e xte rio r o f 

the  b uild ing  to  a c hie ve  a  g ra nd  to ta l o f sixty.  The  lo ng  no rth-so uth a xis c o nta ine d  the  

ma in a rc a d e  while  sma lle r c irc ula tio n c o rrid o rs ra n e a st a nd  we st with a c c e ss to  Hig h 

a nd  Thirte e nth Stre e ts.  Se p a ra te  re stro o ms fo r me n a nd  wo me n we re  a d ja c e nt to  the  

we ste rnmo st sid e  c o rrid o r; the  ma rke t ma ste r’ s o ffic e  wa s a d ja c e nt to  the  wo me n’ s 

re stro o m.  Co nstruc te d  o f ste e l c o lumns a nd  trusse s sup p o rte d  b y c o nc re te  sta nc hio ns 

a nd  g ird e rs with a  c o nc re te  flo o r a nd  b ric k ve ne e r c urta in wa lls, the  ma in ma rke t 

b uild ing  wa s c o mp le me nte d  b y a  ste e l-fra me d  she lte re d  ma rke t a nd  a n o p e n a ir 

ma rke t (b o th sinc e  re p la c e d  b y a  va c a nt, p a ve d  lo t).  (Fig ure s 11 a nd  12 sho w the  

ma rke t o n site  with d e ta ils o f the  a re a ; Fig ure s 13-16 sho w the  o rig ina l b uild ing  d e sig n 

p la ns).  Re g a rd le ss o f the  c ity’ s inte ntio ns a nd  the  c o ntra c to r’ s e xp e c ta tio n the  b uild ing  

wa s no t ye t c o mp le te  b y the  Ma y 1932 d e a d line  (Fig ure  17 sho ws the n sta tus). 

 

14 St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  “ Wo rk is Sta rte d  o n Bid d le  Ma rke t.”   No ve mb e r 22, 1931. 
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Co nstruc tio n o f the  Bid d le  Ma rke t wa s no t witho ut c o ntro ve rsy.  So me  re sid e nts a nd  c ity 

o ffic ia ls simp ly q ue stio ne d  the  ne e d  fo r a no the r p ub lic  ma rke t.  The  Unio n Ma rke t ha d  

the n re c e ntly c o me  und e r sc rutiny d ue  to  a  d e c line  in b usine ss a nd  the  c ity ha d  

re fuse d  a  re q ue st b y sta ll o wne rs a sking  fo r lo we r re nts.  O ld  ma rke t b uild ing s we re  so ld  

b y the  c ity a nd  b e g a n to  p ro vid e  ne w use s.  At the  e nd  o f 1930, o nly fo ur p ub lic  

ma rke ts e xiste d  in the  c ity inc lud ing  the  Bid d le  (o ld ), the  St. Lo uis Co unty Pro d uc e rs 

Ma rke t (a t 4060 We st Pine ), a nd  the  So ula rd  a nd  Unio n Ma rke ts.  Ho we ve r, e ve n with 

the  a rriva l o f sma lle r, p riva te  c o rne r g ro c e ry sto re s a nd  me a t ma rke ts, p ub lic  ma rke ts 

still p ro vid e d  b e tte r fo o d  with a  g re a te r va rie ty.  But with the  e me rg e nc e  o f 

re frig e ra tio n a nd  la te r imp ro ve me nts in tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  d istrib utio n o f fo o d stuffs, the  

1920s sa w p riva te  ne ig hb o rho o d  sto re s b e c o ming  suffic ie nt fo r the  ne e d s o f its 

p o p ula tio ns, fo rc ing  the  c ity fa the rs to  re e va lua te  the ir inte ntio ns.  Bid d le  Ma rke t wo uld  

b e  the  la st o f its kind . 

 

Arc hite c ture  of the  Ma rke t 

The  ne w Bid d le  Ma rke t wa s d e sig ne d  in a n Ita lia n Re na issa nc e  Re viva l style  in the  e a rly 

1930s (Fig ure s 13-16).  The  a rc hite c tura l style  o f the  Re na issa nc e  wa s c o nsid e re d  to  b e  

fle xib le —tha t is, a  style  whic h le nt itse lf to  flue nt a rc hite c tura l e xp re ssio n in ma ny typ e s 

o f b uild ing .15  It wa s a  style  tha t ha d  p ro p o rtio n a s we ll a s d e ta il a nd  typ ic a lly Ita lia n 

d e sig ns we re  re fine d  a nd  mo re  sub tle  tha n o the r style s.  Be sid e s d o me stic  p re fe re nc e s 

in use  o f the  style  it wa s hig hly p o p ula r a s the  d e sig n o f c ho ic e  fo r ma ny imp o rta nt c ity 

b uild ing s.  Arc hite c ts e mp lo ye d  b y the  c ity d uring  the  e a rly d e c a d e s o f the  20th c e ntury 

we re  d e e p ly influe nc e d  b y b o th C la ssic a l a nd  Re na issa nc e  Re viva l mo tifs a nd  Alb e rt 

Osb urg , the  b uild ing ’ s a rc hite c t, wa s no  e xc e p tio n.  C ity b uild ing s o f this p e rio d  o fte n 

ha d  Ita lia n c ha ra c te ristic s, e sp e c ia lly c ity ma rke ts a nd  o the r munic ip a l b uild ing s tha t 

we re  c o nstruc te d  in the  1920s a nd  1930s.   

 

Afte r wo rking  fo r the  c ity sinc e  1912, Osb urg  wa s a p p o inte d  c ity a rc hite c t in 1925.  Two  

ye a rs b e fo re  d e sig ning  the  no mina te d  b uild ing  in a n Ita lia n Re viva l style  in 1931, 

Osb urg  d e sig ne d  the  So ula rd  Ma rke t in 1929 (insp ire d  b y Brune lle sc hi’ s Fo und ling  

Ho sp ita l in Flo re nc e , Ita ly).  Osb urg  wa s b o rn in St. Lo uis in 1887 a nd  re c e ive d  his hig he r 

e d uc a tio n a t Wa shing to n Unive rsity’ s Sc ho o l o f Fine  Arts.  Emp lo ye d  with the  c ity until 

1954, he  d ie d  in 1976.  His p ro lific  c a re e r inc lud e d  a  va rie ty o f style s a nd  b uild ing  typ e s 

a nd  a re  b e st witne sse d  in the  p o rtio ns o f the  e c le c tic  Ro b e rt Ko c h Ho sp ita l (NRHP liste d  

10-31-1984), the  Art De c o  Ho me r G . Phillip s Ho sp ita l b e g inning  in 1933 (NRHP liste d  9-23-

15 Cha rle s Ma tla c k Pric e .  “ The  Pra c tic a l Bo o k o f Arc hite c ture .”   (Phila d e lp hia  a nd  Lo nd o n: J. B. Lip p inc o tt 

Co mp a ny, 1916).  Pa g e s 157-158. 
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1983), se ve ra l c ity p o lic e  sta tio ns in the  1930s, the  Va sho n Co mmunity Ce nte r in 1936 

(NRHP liste d  8-11-2005), the  Munic ip a l Ba th Ho use  Numb e r 6 in O ld  No rth St. Lo uis in 

1937 (NRHP liste d  Murp hy Bla ir Distric t 1-26-1984), the  Ta nd y Co mmunity Ce nte r in 1938 

(NRHP liste d  9-17-1999) a nd  se ve ra l o the rs. 

 

The  Role  of the  ne w Biddle  Ma rke t 

Almo st a s lo ng  a s the  site  ha d  b e e n o c c up ie d  b y a  p ub lic  ma rke t in the  mid -1850s its 

sig nific a nc e  to  the  p o p ula tio n it se rve d  wa s unmista ke n.  In a  time  whe re  the  ma jo rity 

o f re sid e nts’  o nly me a ns o f tra nsp o rta tio n we re  the ir o wn two  fe e t, a sse ss to  a  c e ntra lly- 

lo c a te d  “ne ig hb o rho o d ”  ma rke t to  o b ta in fre sh fo o d  a nd  p ro d uc e  wa s e sse ntia l.  In 

the  first ha lf o f the  nine te e nth c e ntury the  a re a  sa w e mig ra nts fro m Ire la nd , Ge rma ny, 

Austria , Ea ste rn Euro p e , a nd  Ita ly a nd  e ve ntua lly sa w he a vy Po lish p o p ula tio ns a lo ng  

O ’ Fa llo n Stre e t a nd  Ca ss Ave nue  ne a rb y.  The se  p o p ula tio ns d e p e nd e d  he a vily o n 

e a sily a c c e ssib le , fre sh fo o d stuffs, e sp e c ia lly in a  time  b e fo re  re frig e ra tio n. 

 

It wa s ho we ve r the  Je wish p o p ula tio n who  ha d  b e g un to  se ttle  o n Mo rg a n (no w 

De lma r), Ca rr, a nd  Bid d le  Stre e ts p a rtic ula rly in the  la st ha lf o f the  nine te e nth c e ntury.  

In fa c t, the  Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t b e c a me  a  hub  o f c o mme rc e  to  the  Je wish c itize ns 

with me rc ha nts who  “ so ld  Je wish fo o d s, lite ra ture , re lig io us a rtifa c ts, a nd  ne wsp a p e rs 

fro m the  sto re fro nts a lo ng  Bid d le  Stre e t, O ’ Fa llo n Stre e t, Ca rr Stre e t, a nd  Fra nklin 

Ave nue …no n-Je wish re sid e nts sha re d  in the  lo c a l c ulture  a nd  g ra d ua lly a d o p te d  a  

va rie ty o f Yid d ish e xp re ssio ns use d  in the  a re a , whic h wa s so me time s c a lle d  Little  

Je rusa le m o r the  Ghe tto .” 16  By the  time  the  ne w Bid d le  Ma rke t wa s c o nstruc te d  in 

1932, the  site  ha d  b e c o me  a  vita l me e ting  a re a  fo r so c ia l e ng a g e me nts a nd  

e xc ha ng e s o f Je wish c ulture .  The  ne w ma rke t a ssume d  its ro le  a s a  p rima ry so urc e  fo r 

Je wish e sse ntia ls a nd  ko she r fo o d s.  The  ma rke t wo uld  c o ntinue  in this imp o rta nt ro le  

thro ug h the  1930s. 

 

Co nstruc te d  a t a  time  whe n the  p ub lic  ma rke t wa s b e g inning  to  p ha se  o ut, the  Bid d le  

Ma rke t wa s o ne  o f fo ur “white  e le p ha nts”  le ft in the  c ity b y 1940.  In c o mp a riso n to  the  

Unio n Ma rke t whic h ha d  b e e n c o nve rte d  to  p a rtia l usa g e  a s a  b us te rmina l in the  mid -

1930s a nd  the  So ula rd  Ma rke t whic h c o nta ine d  a  c e ntra l g ymna sium a nd  c o mmunity 

c e nte r, the  Bid d le  Ma rke t re ma ine d  a s o rig ina lly inte nd e d .  Be g inning  in 1939, the  

Ha mp to n Villa g e  Ma rke t a t Chip p e wa  a nd  Ha mp to n sig nific a ntly c ha ng e d  the  g a me , 

se rving  the  ne w sub d ivisio ns furthe r we st o f King shig hwa y a nd  to  the  c ity limits, 

16 Bo nnie  Ste p e no ff.  “ The  De a d  End  Kid s o f St. Lo uis.”   (Co lumb ia , Misso uri a nd  Lo nd o n: Unive rsity o f Misso uri 

Pre ss, 2010), p a g e  14. 
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p ro vid ing  o ve r 10 a c re s o f mixe d -use  ma rke t sp a c e  a nd  a  fo c us o n a uto mo b ile  

a c c e ssib ility.  In a d d itio n, ne ig hb o rho o d  c o rne r sto re s a nd  c ha in sto re s we re  b e c o ming  

p o p ula r a lte rna tive s.  Bid d le  Ma rke t ha d  c o ntinue d  to  se rve  the  wa lking  c la sse s 

p rima rily a nd  so o n sa w its first Afric a n-Ame ric a n re sid e nts who  b e g a n to  c a ll the  “no rth 

sid e ”  ho me .  The  Bid d le  Ma rke t o p e ra te d  a t full c a p a c ity into  the  e a rly 1940s. 

 

Conditions a nd Compe tition Worse n 

Altho ug h the  c ity ma rke ts we re  still q uite  ne w the  sa nita ry c o nd itio ns we re  o f 

c o ntinuo us g ra ve  c o nc e rn.  In 1941, the  Ma yo r’ s Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  o n C ity Surve y 

a nd  Aud it p ub lishe d  a  summa ry re p o rt e ntitle d  “The  Go ve rnme nt o f the  C ity o f St. 

Lo uis”  whic h sta te d  tha t “ imme d ia te  ste p s b e  ta ke n to  c le a n up  the  ma rke ts, e sp e c ia lly 

Bid d le  Ma rke t, a nd  tha t if the re a fte r the  ma rke t is no t ke p t c le a n a nd  in o rd e r ste p s 

sho uld  b e  ta ke n to  re p la c e  p re se nt e mp lo ye e s with o the rs who  will…” 17 

 

Co nd itio ns b e g a n to  slo wly imp ro ve  a t the  ma rke ts a nd  re sid e nts c o uld  a lwa ys d e p e nd  

up o n a  fre sh p ic k to  fe e d  the ir fa milie s b ut the  g ro wth o f sma lle r, fa mily-o wne d  

ne ig hb o rho o d  sto re s q uic kly b e g a n to  ne g a tive ly imp a c t the  p ub lic  ma rke tp la c e s.  As 

a  re sult, tra ffic  to  Bid d le  Ma rke t b e g a n to  slo w a nd  c o mp e titio n fro m o the r a lte rna tive  

sto re s re d uc e d  tho se  ve nd o rs within the  p re mise s who  d e p e nd e d  o n a  ste a d y 

c lie nte le .  As the  Je wish p o p ula tio n mo ve d  fa rthe r we st a nd  a  surro und ing  

ne ig hb o rho o d  la y in p hysic a l d e c line , p o o re r e mig ra nts fro m the  so uth b e g a n to  

o c c up y the  a g e -wo rn struc ture s o f the  a re a  a nd  e sta b lishe d  ne w sto re s a nd  b usine ss 

typ e s.  By Fe b rua ry o f 1946, the  Bid d le  Ma rke t wa s o nly a b o ut ha lf o c c up ie d  a nd  a s a  

re sult, the  c ity c o unc il ma d e  a n imp o rta nt d e c isio n to  e nd  its o p e ra tio n.   

 

Sho rt-live d  a s the  struc ture ’ s se rvic e  wa s, the  life  o f the  Bid d le  Ma rke t a s a  p ub lic  

ma rke tp la c e  fo r fa rme rs’  p ro d uc e  e nd e d  in Se p te mb e r o f 1946 whe n it re o p e ne d  a s a  

p riva te ly o p e ra te d  sup e rma rke t.  Le a se d  fro m the  c ity b y Fo o d  Ce nte r o f St. Lo uis, Inc ., 

the  c o mp a ny re mo d e le d  the  struc ture  a t a  c o st o f $175,000.  A simp le  d e c isio n b a se d  

o n b e st fina nc ia l g a in o f the  struc ture  to  the  C ity o f St. Lo uis—the  inc o me  p ro d uc e d  

ye a rly b y the  ma rke t wa s o nly $6,000 c o mp a re d  to  a  five -ye a r le a se  ta ke n b y Fo o d  

Ce nte r fo r a n a nnua l re nta l o f $7,500—a  d e p e nd a b le  $37,500 a nd  no  lo ng e r re q uiring  

the  c ity’ s c o nc e rn fo r ma inta ining  it.18  Alo ng  with a  5,000 sq ua re  fo o t fo o d  a nd  

ve g e ta b le  d e p a rtme nt (c re a te d within the  o rig ina l o p e n-a ir a dditio n, the n e nc lo se d ), 

17 “ The  Go ve rnme nt o f the  C ity o f St. Lo uis.”   Ma yo r’ s Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  o n C ity Surve y a nd  Aud it. 1941.   

Pa g e  38. 
18 “ O ld  Bid d le  Ma rke t to  Be  ‘ Sup e r’  Sto re .”   St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  Se p te mb e r 8, 1946. 
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d e p a rtme nts o f the  b uild ing  inc lud e d  a  p ho no g ra p h re c o rd  a nd  she e t music  se c tio n, a  

liq uo r, d rug , a nd  to b a c c o  se c tio n, a nd  two  lunc h c o unte rs. 

 

Co ve ra g e  o f the  b uild ing  c o nve rsio n wa s p ro vid e d  in the  St. Lo uis Po st-Disp a tc h o n 

Se p te mb e r 8, 1946, whic h sta te d  “White  Ele p ha nt Bid d le  Ma rke t Co nve rte d  into  Sup e r 

Fo o d  Sto re .”   The  so urc e  ind ic a te d  tha t the  b uild ing ’ s hig h c o st o f ma inte na nc e  

c o up le d  with its lo c a tio n in a  d e te rio ra te d  ne ig hb o rho o d  sig na le d  its d e mise .  

Ho we ve r, ne w life  o f the  b uild ing  wa s p ro mising .  The  o p e n-a ir p o rtio n a t the  no rth wa s 

e nc lo se d , ke e p ing  with the  tre nd  in sup e r sto re s a t the  time .  Insid e  the  ma in struc ture  

wa s a  fro ze n fo o d  a nd  d a iry se c tio n, a  100-fo o t me a t d e p a rtme nt, a  Ne w Yo rk style  

d e lic a te sse n, a  sp e c ia lly-d e sig ne d  g la ss-e nc lo se d  fish d e p a rtme nt, a nd  o the r sp e c ia lty 

a re a s.19 

 

Ce a sing  o p e ra tio ns just o ve r a  d e c a d e  la te r in Ap ril 1957, Fo o d  Ce nte r a b a nd o ne d  the  

struc ture , a nd  the  b uild ing  re ma ine d  va c a nt until Oc to b e r o f tha t ye a r.  The  va c a nc y 

wa s te mp o ra ry sinc e  a  p la n to  re no va te  a nd  re o p e n the  Bid d le  Ma rke t wa s o n the  

ta b le .  Ap p ro ve d  d uring  a  me e ting  o f the  Bid d le  Ma rke t Asso c ia tio n (a  g ro up  o f ne a rb y 

b usine ss o wne rs) o n Oc to b e r 14, 1957, the  p la n inc lud e d  me mb e rs’  p e rso na l p le d g e s o f 

$10,000 to  imp ro ve  the  struc ture , a s we ll a s, to  p ro vid e  a  p a rking  a re a  a d ja c e nt the  

struc ture .  Co nsid e re d  to  b e  hig hly luc ra tive  b e c a use  o f the  ne e d s o f the  7,000 p lus 

fa milie s who  re sid e d  in the  imme d ia te  a re a , the  Asso c ia tio n’ s p la n wa s to  le a se  the  

b uild ing  fro m the  C ity a nd  the n to  sub le a se  it to  ind ivid ua l me rc ha nts within.20  The  

Asso c ia tio n a lso  p la nne d  to  inc lud e  d iffe re nt typ e s o f sho p s inc lud ing  a  re sta ura nt, a  

furniture  sto re , a  d ry g o o d s a nd  a  ha rd wa re  sto re . 

 

The  Ma rke t Toda y 

With the  lo ss o f Bid d le  Ma rke t a s a  p ub lic  ma rke t o nly the  So ula rd  a nd  the  Unio n 

Ma rke ts e xiste d  thro ug h the  1950s.  With the  e me rg e nc e  o f la rg e r sup e rma rke ts in the  

1960s, the  p ub lic  ma rke t id e a l q uic kly b e g a n to  fa d e  into  o b sc urity.  Ultima te ly c ha ng e s 

in inne r c ity ne ig hb o rho o d s le a d  to  the  d e c line  o f the  So ula rd  Ma rke t in the  1960s.  The  

Unio n Ma rke t wa s e ve ntua lly a b a nd o ne d  a nd  it c lo se d  in 1982 o nly to  b e  re mo d e le d  

a s a  Drury Inn.  Eve ntua lly the  So ula rd  Ma rke t re inve nte d  itse lf thro ug h a  p e rio d  o f 

ne ig hb o rho o d  re vita liza tio n in the  1970s a nd  to d a y re ma ins a n a c tive  p ub lic  ma rke t 

within the  c ity limits.  The  Bid d le  Ma rke t c lo se d  fo r its o rig ina l p urp o se s fo re ve r. 

19 “ White  Ele p ha nt Bid d le  Ma rke t Co nve rte d  Into  Sup e r Fo o d  Sto re .”   St. Lo uis Po st-Disp a tc h.  Se p te mb e r 8, 

1946. 
20 “ Pla n Fo r Re o p e ning  o f Bid d le  Ma rke t: C ivic  Gro up  Also  Ad o p ts Pro p o sa l fo r La rg e  Pa rking  Lo t.”   St. Lo uis 

Po st-Disp a tc h.  Oc to b e r 15, 1957. 
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In 1969, p la ns to  re d e ve lo p  the  Bid d le  Ma rke t a s a n e xte nsio n o f the  Unive rsity o f 

Misso uri re q uire d  so me  mino r, re ve rsib le  mo d ific a tio ns o f the  b uild ing .  Ultima te ly the  

C ity b e g a n to  use  the  struc ture  to  ho use  its he a lth d ivisio n se c tio n fo r ra t a nd  mo sq uito  

c o ntro l—a n und e se rving  p urp o se  fo r this fo rme r so c ia l c ity c e nte r.  In the  ne a r future , 

the  b uild ing  will b e  re ha b ilita te d  a nd  p ut to  a c tive , a d a p tive  re use  a s a n o ffic e  a nd  

mixe d -use  struc ture . 
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Ap p ro ve d  Ap ril 3, 1900.  (St. Lo uis: Wo o d wa rd  & Tie rna n Printing  Co mp a ny, 1901). 

 

Munic ip a l Jo urna l & Eng ine e r.  (Ne w Yo rk: Munic ip a l Jo urna l a nd  Eng ine e r).  Vo lume  

XXVIII, numb e r 17, Ap ril 27, 1910. 

 

Munic ip a l Jo urna l & Pub lic  Wo rks.  (Ne w Yo rk: Munic ip a l Jo urna l a nd  Eng ine e r).  

Vo lume  XLVII, numb e r 10, Se p te mb e r 6, 1919. 

 

O ’ Co nno r, Ca nd ic e .  “Pub lic  Ma rke ts o f the  Pa st.”   St. Lo uis Ho me .  Ap ril 1988. 

 

“O ld  Bid d le  Ma rke t Will Be  Ra ze d  So o n fo r Ne w Struc ture .”   St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  

Oc to b e r 4, 1931. 

 

“O ld  Bid d le  Ma rke t to  Be  ‘ Sup e r’  Sto re .”   St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  Se p te mb e r 8, 1946. 

 

“O ld  Ho use s o f Misso uri”  sc ra p b o o k.  Misso uri Histo ric a l So c ie ty, unp ub lishe d .  Vo lume  

VI.  “O ld  Pub lic  Ma rke ts.”  

 

“O ld  Pub lic  Ma rke ts.”   St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  Se p te mb e r 20, 1964. 

 

“Pla n Fo r Re o p e ning  o f Bid d le  Ma rke t: C ivic  Gro up  Also  Ad o p ts Pro p o sa l fo r La rg e  

Pa rking  Lo t.”   St. Lo uis Po st-Disp a tc h.  Oc to b e r 15, 1957. 

 

Po lk-Go uld's St. Lo uis Dire c to ry.  (St. Lo uis: Po lk-Go uld  Dire c to ry Co mp a ny, va rio us 

d a te s). 
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Pric e , Cha rle s Ma tla c k.  “The  Pra c tic a l Bo o k o f Arc hite c ture .”   (Phila d e lp hia  a nd  

Lo nd o n: J. B. Lip p inc o tt Co mp a ny, 1916).   

 

“Re g ula tio n o f Ma rke ts Purp o se  o f 3 Ord ina nc e s.”   St. Lo uis Po st-Disp a tc h.  June  27, 

1915. 

 

(The ) Re vise d  Ord ina nc e s o f the  C ity o f St. Lo uis, 1850. 

 

St. Lo uis C ity Pla n Co mmissio n.  “Histo ry: Physic a l Gro wth o f the  C ity o f St. Lo uis.”   1969. 

 

St. Lo uis Da ily Re c o rd , “Build ing  Ne ws.”   Multip le  ye a rs. 

 

“St. Lo uis Go ing  Ba c k To  Da ys o f the  Ma rke t Ba ske t.”   St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  

No ve mb e r 4, 1917. 

 

Ste p e no ff, Bo nnie .  “The  De a d  End  Kid s o f St. Lo uis: Ho me le ss Bo ys a nd  the  Pe o p le  Who  

Trie d  To  Sa ve  The m.”   (Co lumb ia  a nd  Lo nd o n: Unive rsity o f Misso uri Pre ss, 2010). 

 

Stiritz, Ma ry M.  “Unio n Ma rke t.”   Na tio na l Re g iste r No mina tio n, 1983. 

 

Ta ng ire s, He le n.  “Pub lic  Ma rke ts a nd  Munic ip a l Re fo rm in the  Pro g re ssive  Era .”   Fe e d ing  

the  C itie s.  Sp ring  1997, vo lume  29, numb e r 1. 

 

“The  Go ve rnme nt o f the  C ity o f St. Lo uis.”   Ma yo r’ s Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  o n C ity Surve y 

a nd  Aud it, 1941. 

 

“Twe lfth Stre e t: St. Lo uis’  Mo st Ne e d e d  Co mme rc ia l Tho ro ug hfa re .”   (St. Lo uis: C ity Pla n 

Co mmissio n, 1919). 

 

“White  Ele p ha nt Bid d le  Ma rke t Co nve rte d  Into  Sup e r Fo o d  Sto re .”   St. Lo uis Po st-

Disp a tc h.  Se p te mb e r 8, 1946. 
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Ve rba l Bounda ry De sc ription 

The  Bid d le  Ma rke t a t 1211-19 No rth Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd  in St. Lo uis (ind e p e nd e nt C ity), 

Misso uri, is lo c a te d  o n c ity b lo c k 564 e a st just no rth o f d o wnto wn St. Lo uis.  The  b uild ing  

me a sure s 194’  10”  b y 72’  2”  with the  lo ng  a xis p o inting  no rth a nd  so uth.  The  no mina te d  

p ro p e rty is le g a lly kno wn b y the  Asse sso r’ s O ffic e  a s p a rc e l numb e r 05640300100.  The  

p ro p e rty wa s histo ric a lly p a rt o f Ann Bid d le ’ s Ad d itio n to  the  C ity o f St. Lo uis.  A d a she d  

line  o n the  a c c o mp a nying  ma p  e ntitle d  “Bid d le  Ma rke t Bo und a ry Ma p ”  ind ic a te s the  

b o und a ry o f the  no mina te d  p ro p e rty. 

 

Bounda ry Justific a tion 

The  no mina te d  p a rc e l inc lud e s the  b uild ing  fo o tp rint b e c a use  o f histo ric  a nd  

c o nte mp o ra ry c ha ng e s to  the  re ma ind e r o f the  c ity b lo c k.  Only the  b uild ing  ma inta ins 

its histo ric  inte g rity. 

 

“Bid d le  Ma rke t Bo und a ry Ma p ” 
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St. Lo uis (Ind e p e nd e nt City), Misso uri 
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N/ A       

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  1: Ad ve rtise me nt fro m “The  Pic to ria l Guid e  to  St. Lo uis with Pla ns a nd  Vie ws.”  (St. 

Lo uis: Sla wso n & Pie rro t/ Ca mille  N. Dry) 1878. Pa g e  42. 
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St. Lo uis (Ind e p e nd e nt City), Misso uri 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  2: Dra wing  o f o rig ina l So uth Pub lic  Ma rke t in Ca ro nd e le t c irc a  1870 (to p ) a nd  

p re se nt b uild ing  to d a y in 2012 (b e lo w).  No te  tha t the  o rig ina l struc ture  is e xta nt b e hind  

a  mo d e rn sto re fro nt a nd  tha t the  sid e  b a ys a re  b ric ke d -in. 
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Fig ure  3: Kilb urn wo o d  e ng ra ving  o f the  2nd  Bid d le  Ma rke t (the  first wa s wo o d  fra me ), 

c irc a  1860s. 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  4: Bid d le  Ma rke t, p ho to g ra p he r unkno wn 1900.  To p : inte rse c tio n; b o tto m: c lo se . 
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Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t 
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St. Lo uis (Ind e p e nd e nt City), Misso uri 
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N/ A       

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  5: Olive r & Whip p le 's Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p  o f St. Lo uis, Mo ., 1876. Vo l. 2.  (St. 

Lo uis: O live r & Whip p le , 1875).  Vie w o f ma rke t a nd  surro und ing  b lo c ks. 
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St. Lo uis (Ind e p e nd e nt City), Misso uri 
County and State 

N/ A       

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  6: Olive r & Whip p le 's Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p  o f St. Lo uis. MO, 1876. Vo l. 2.  (St. 

Lo uis: O live r & Whip p le , 1875).  De ta il o f ma rke t. 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  7: Dry, Ca mille  N. a nd  Ric ha rd  J. Co mp to n.  Pic to ria l St. Lo uis: The  Gre a t 

Me tro p o lis o f the  Mississip p i Va lle y-A To p o g ra p hic a l Surve y Dra wn in Pe rsp e c tive  A.D. 

1875. (St. Lo uis: Co mp to n & Dry, 1876). 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  8: Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p .  Vo lume  2, p la te  102, 1909. 
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Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t 
Name of Property 

St. Lo uis (Ind e p e nd e nt City), Misso uri 
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N/ A       

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  9: “Twe lfth Stre e t: St. Lo uis’  Mo st Ne e d e d  Co mme rc ia l Tho ro ug hfa re .”   (St. Lo uis: 

C ity Pla n Co mmissio n, 1919).  No te  tha t a  ne w Bid d le  Ma rke t is c le a rly illustra te d  b e lo w 

a nd  lo c a te d  a t a  ma jo r tho ro ug hfa re .  Ind ic a te d  in a  se c tio n o f the  re p o rt und e r 

“Co nne c tio ns No rth”  the  p ro p o sa l wa s to  c re a te  a n o rd ina nc e  fo r the  e xte nsio n o f 

Twe lfth Stre e t no rth fro m Wa shing to n Ave nue  via  Hig h Stre e t (so o n to  b e  Twe lfth a nd  

no w Tuc ke r) a nd  ultima te ly me e ting  with Flo rissa nt Ave nue  fa rthe r no rth.  The  p la n a lso  

inc lud e d  a n illustra tio n o f the  e xta nt Bid d le  Ma rke t se e n in Fig ure  4 e a rlie r. 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  10: Fro m “Old  Bid d le  Ma rke t Will Be  Ra ze d  So o n fo r Ne w Struc ture .”   St. Lo uis 

Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  Oc to b e r 4, 1931. 
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County and State 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  11: Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p .  Vo lume  2, p la te  15, 1950. 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  12: Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p .  Co mp a riso n o f ma rke ts: 1909 (le ft) & 1950 

(rig ht). 
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St. Lo uis (Ind e p e nd e nt City), Misso uri 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  13: City o f St. Lo uis: Ne w Biddle  Ma rke t.  Alb e rt A. Osb e rg .  Arc hite c tura l 

Dra wing s, 16 she e ts, 1931.  This is fro m she e t numb e r 5. 
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Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t 
Name of Property 

St. Lo uis (Ind e p e nd e nt City), Misso uri 
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N/ A       

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  14: City o f St. Lo uis: Ne w Biddle  Ma rke t.  Alb e rt A. Osb e rg .  Arc hite c tura l 

Dra wing s, 16 she e ts, 1931.  This is fro m she e t numb e r 5. 

 

Build ing  Pla ns (se e  11x17 ve rsio n). 
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St. Lo uis (Ind e p e nd e nt City), Misso uri 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  15: City o f St. Lo uis: Ne w Biddle  Ma rke t.  Alb e rt A. Osb e rg .  Arc hite c tura l 

Dra wing s, 16 she e ts, 1931.  This is fro m she e t numb e r 6. 

 

Build ing  Pla ns (se e  11x17 ve rsio n). 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  16: City o f St. Lo uis: Ne w Biddle  Ma rke t.  Alb e rt A. Osb e rg .  Arc hite c tura l 

Dra wing s, 16 she e ts, 1931.  This is fro m she e t numb e r 6 (to p ) a nd  She e t numb e r 3 

(b o tto m). 

 

Build ing  Pla ns (se e  11x17 ve rsio n). 
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Bid d le  Stre e t Ma rke t 
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St. Lo uis (Ind e p e nd e nt City), Misso uri 
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Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  17: St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  “Bid d le  Ma rke t.”   Re a l Esta te  Se c tio n.   

Ma y 1, 1932. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


























