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DESCRISE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Aker Cemetery is located about 3 miles northeast of the city of

Smithville, Clay County, Missouri, in NWYy, NW), NW% Sec. 18, T-354-N,
R‘az’w.

The Cemetery is in a deteriorated condition with the stones lying on the
ground. The gite 1s within a wooded area with very little undergrowth

present because of heavy shade from the large trees., The area is grassed
and several large limbs are scattered around the area,

At the site, there are 10 markers of commercial variety with the following

information:

John Aker d. August 21, 1835
Mary Aker d. April 4, 1881

~ Charlotta McMillan d. December 20, 1870
Infant son of

- R&C McMillan no date

. Sugan Fry d. December 11, 1863
Sarah Fry d. December 17, 1863
Mahuldah Poteet d, July 27, 1871
Archie Cavender d, January 20, 1882
Novellah Aker _ Born 1862 -d, No date
George Cavender d. September 18, 1881
Rosanna McMillan d. October 7, 1855

In addition to the commercial markers, there are fieldstones that have
been set to mark graves. Depressions in the ground also indicated graves,
It is estimated that there are 25 graves counting the commercial stones,
‘fieldstones, and deprassions.

- | The original physical appearance 18 ﬁot_known.
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"located on the crest of a wooded hill presently overlocking the Platte

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .

The Aker Cemetery was started as the family burial plot for the first
white settlers in the Platte River valley above the present community of
Smithville, Missouri. John and Mary Aker accumlated 500 acres of land
after first entering land from the Government in 1828, John Aker was born
in Pennsylvania in 1785 to German parents. In 1812 he married Mary Sidener
also of German decent. John and Mary Aker migrated from Kentucky to Clay
County, Missouri, with several small childrernl, The Akers had a total of

12 children, Members of other early families in the area are also buried
in the cemetery, some of who had married into the Aker family,

The Aker Cemetery is the only remaining evidence of the initial settlers
in the area as the original homestead buildings have been destroyed. The
most recent known burial in the cemetery was 92 years ago.

This cemetery was not officially listed as such nor has it been coumer-
cially maintained, Its existance and locationr became known at the acquisi-
.tion of land for the authorized Smithville Dam and Lake. The cemetery is

River valley. Plans for the Smithville project propose the development of
the hill for public recreational use. The cemetery will be above the full
pool elevation of the completed Smithville Lake, and not subject to inun-’
dation, The wooded area surrounding the cemetery prbvides a very picturesgu
setting from which an overview of the completed Smithville Lake will be T
afforded, The integrity of the cemetery and setting can be maintained withd
out major effort or expenditure of funds.

Local historical groups have become very interested in the cemetery and
have done considerable research concerning the decendents of those buried
in the Aker cemetery. The local sponsors, that will cooperatively develop
the recreation facilities for public use of the Smithville Lake, have
expressed an interest in the cemetery., They propose to develop the area
with the cematery being an historic and cultural site as the central theme
of the entire proposed public use area, The planned development will
assure the maintenance and protection of the cemetery, and also make it
available for public visitation, study, and enjoyment, '

At this time the local sponsor for the public use area is Clay County.
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Looking north. The picture shows the northern portion of cemetery.
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