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1. Name of Property____________________________________________________
historic name YOUNG, W. A., HOUSE

other names/site number Young Place

2. Location
street & number County Road 513 not for publication

city, town Salem I Y I vicinity

state Missouri code MO county Dent code 065 zip code 65560

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 

[x] private 

I I public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal

Category of Property 

S building(s) 

I I district 

Dsite

|_I structure 

I I object

Name of related multiple property listing:

N/A____________________

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing

1 ____ buildings 

_______ _______ sites
____ ____ structures 

____ ____objects

1 ____Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register  _____

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

fxl nomination EH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, IheDropertvEimeets LJ does not meet the National Register criteria. LJSee continuation :

Signature of certifying official Claire F. Blackwell, Deputy State Historic 
_________________________________Preservation Officer 

State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

In my opinion, the property Lj meets Lj does not meet the National Register criteria. LJ See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

I I entered in the National Register.

I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National

Register. I I See continuation sheet. 

CD determined not eligible for the

National Register.

I I removed frdfn the National Register. 
[H] other, (explain:) ___________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic - single dwelling_________

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic - single dwelling_________

Work in progress________________

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian________

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

Other: Cruciform plan vernacular residence

foundation 

walls ...

Sandstone

Brick

roof _ 

other

Metal

Wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The W. A. Young House is a representative example of the unmastered eclecticism 
dominating architecture through the first decades of the second half of the 19th 
century. The two story, steeply gabled roof, cruciform plan exterior and intact 
Greek Revival interior woodwork distinguish it from the common housing of the 
period and region. Its distinctive elements include brick construction, in an 
area dominated by wood cladding, which was burned on site and solidly lain three 
bricks deep and the incorporation of thirty-four large, symmetrically arranged 
windows lighting the house interior, a prodigious number given the time. The 
house's pastoral setting references siting precedents and places it within a 
context evoking a strong sense of time and place; the setting is reminiscent of 
the detached substantial country housing favored throughout the 19th century- 
The high quality of the interior workmanship, the interesting ramifications of 
choosing a cruciform design plan, the integrity of setting and location and 
associative historic qualities of this house make it a significant local 
landmark retaining a substantial portion of its historic character and 
associations.

i continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I | nationally I I statewide fxl locally

Applicable National Register Criteria I |A I IB [x~lc I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I IB I |C I |D I IE I |p I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
Architecture ca. 1871 ca. 1871

Cultural Affiliation 

n/a_______

Significant Person Architect/Builder
n/a_________________________________ A.E. and E. Dye

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The W. A. Young House is significant under National Register criterion C as an 
important building embodying distinctive characteristics of a type and method of 
construction. Built ca. 1871 the house incorporated an equal axis cruciform 
plan, Greek Revival interior woodwork of excellent quality and was constructed 
by local craftsmen of local materials. This uncommon residence represents a 
muted divergence from building precedents theretofore found in the Ozark region; 
its significance in the area of ARCHITECTURE lies with its integration of the 
old and new. The interplay tradition and modernization that became so important 
in the post-Civil War era in the Ozarks is materially reflected in this house, 
and it represents an important component in the history of the built environment 

in this isolated culture region of Missouri.

i continuation sheet
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The W. A. Young House is sited upon the lower slope of an eastwardly oriented 
interfluvial ridge (see sketch map). The house overlooks a wide valley bisected 
by the northward flowing Dry Valley Creek. The surrounding area's present and 
historic use was, and continues to be, agricultural fields and livestock 
pasturage. A grassy meadow in front of the house slopes gradually towards the 
stream course. On the ridges behind the house and above the meadow east of Dry 
Valley Creek are wooded oak-hickory ridge top woodlands. The property retains 
integrity in its pastoral setting. The location of the house provides a broad 
prospect from which the activities of the 19th century stock farm could be 
viewed. The setting of the house, slightly upslope from the creek, in close 
proximity to the tree lined ridgetops and overlooking the pasturage of the 
property, retains visual qualities which combine with the house architecture to 
exemplify the kind of rural farmstead favored by small holding Missouri 
stockraisers of the second half of the 19th century.

The buildings of the associated farm complex have fallen into ruin. Several 
depressions which might yield historical archaeological information in reference 
to the original farm outbuilding layout do exist. Sparsely distributed across 
the property ground surface one finds ceramic shards and glass fragments of, as 
yet, an undetermined age. The present owners have found several historic 
artifacts strewn across the site in the process of construction and 
rehabilitation. In absence of subsurface testing it is difficult to ascertain 
the historic archaeological research potential of these resources. One mounded 
depression behind the house appears to have been a rectangularly shaped dugout. 
Any other quarters or outbuildings that might have existed are now gone. A 
modern metal-sheathed barn is located to the southeast of the house. It has 
been determined that this was the original site of the barn for the property. 
Despite the absence of contributing ancillary farm buildings the setting and 
placement of the house remains intact and strongly references its agricultural 
origins.

The plan of the house is cruciform (see figures 1 and 2). The intersecting 
house sections forming the cross plan are, visually, nearly equal in length and 
width. The overall dimensions of the house are approximately 44' (east-west) by 
53' (north-south). The house covers approximately 2,332 square feet. The use 
of a cruciform plan makes this house a unique domestic structure. It is unusual 
to find an example where the axes of the cross are so nearly equal in what was, 
at the time of construction, a relatively isolated rural setting. Perusal of 
the Missouri State Historic Preservation Office inventory shows no comparable 
example of this plan form although plans of unequal axis cruciform houses do 
commonly appear in the late 19th century (Missouri Cultural Resource Inventory).

The house stands two stories high. A substantial mortar coursed sandstone 
foundation raises from below ground level to a height of 6" within the cellar
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underlying the walls. This small cellar, accessible by a stepped entryway on 
the house's northeast side, lies underneath the north wing of the house (see 
photograph 3). The brick walls lying above this foundation are laid as 
stretcher courses for 5-7 rows and then feature a course of headers to make an 
American bond. The facade of the house faces east. The facade is recognizable 
by a set of concrete steps (of undetermined age) that lead to the front doorway 
(See photographs 1 and 2). A concrete foundation and boarded porch also front 
this gable projection. Little else distinguishes the main door from those found 
on other elevations; it is, however, the only door incorporated into a gable 
end. The east facing gable end facade is divided into two bays. To the rear of 
this projecting double-bay facade lies the flanking east facing axis of the 
cross. When observed from the front these axes present the same symmetrical 
two-bay arrangement of the projecting gable end facade.

The roof is a steeply pitched crossed gable clad with corrugated metal panels. 
The roof has a boxed eave overhang with wide band trim underlying the eaves. 
The house roof incorporates three brick chimneys. Two of the chimneys are 
located on the inside end of the north and south gable ends. The third chimney 
is located on the inside end of the west gable. All of the chimneys have 
corbeled caps.

The house had (for an undetermined number of years) a wraparound single story 
shed roof porch on its east facade and east facing portions of the north and 
south elevations (see photograph 4). The porch is in the process of being 
refurbished using similar means of construction and materials as the original; 
where materials can be reused they are being incorporated. The supports of this 
porch were turned wood posts.

The few existing windows of the house show its fenestration pattern to have 
featured 2/2 segmental arched double-hung sash windows. New windows matching 
this historic pattern have recently been installed. Each window features a 
double coursed header brick arch above and plain sills below the light.

Single four-paneled wood doors provide access to the house. Each elevation 
features a single entryway for door placement and are topped by segmental arched 
transom lights. Many of the doors feature paneled wood reveals.

The interior of the house has some notable features. The major interior 
doorways are enframed within wood pilasters and topped by wood cornices (see 
photographs 3, 6 and 8). Some display paneled wood reveals. The first floor 
windows are framed in the same manner. A vertical tongue-and-groove'wainscot 
can be found throughout the main hallways of the house. The first story 
features four rooms and a staircase (see photograph 7) leading up to the second
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floor. The interior plan of this first floor would mirror the symmetry of the 
central hall I house except for the projecting eastern gabled roof extension 
(incorporating the main doorway) and rear extension of similar dimensions. On 
the second story, a similar four room arrangement is found. The windows of the 
second story rooms are large enough to nearly extend the full height of the 
wall. These window sills lie immediately above the wall baseboards (see 
photograph 10).

The open, two-flight staircase leading up to the second floor is constructed of 
wood. The stair railing has been stripped from the house. The perimeter wall 
finish of the house is plaster. The floor is wood. The chimneys on the north 
and south gable ends lead to vent holes in the house's second-story rooms. The 
chimney on the south gable end leads to the main house fireplace (see photograph 
9). This fireplace hearth is constructed of stone and faced with brick. It 
also has a soldier coursed arch of brick at the top of the hearth opening. The 
present owners have the wood mantle which used to grace the fireplace. This 
mantle is constructed of wood and is fashioned in the same style as the door and 
window interior finishes featuring flanking pilasters and a corniced top upon 
which the mantle rests. It is presently disassembled.

The current owners of the property (Greg and Pamela Swanson) live in a modest 
one and one-half story wood frame house in the back portion of the lot 
surrounding the house. The house is sited a sufficient distance from the W. A. 
Young House so it does not detract from the visual integrity of this historic 
property. The house is considered a non-contributing element to the property 
and is excluded from this nomination.

Although suffering years of wear and neglect, the house is structurally stable 
and remains substantially intact from its period of significance. Restoration 
work on the house has included the custom-milling of new wood windows which 
replicate the historic pattern of fenestration, the treatment of the metal roof 
with rust preventive, and the repair and reinstallation of all exterior 
doorways. A small wood, shed-roofed addition has been built over the cellar 
entrance, found on the house's northwest side, to prevent further deterioration, 
and a simple wood porch built to conform to existing physical evidence of the 
historic porch design wraps around the facade. Several historic turned post 
porch supports, original to the house and currently in storage, will be returned 
to the porch as rehabilitation progresses. The house still retains all of its 
Greek Revival woodwork that accents interior doors, rooms, and hallways 
throughout the house. Despite the above enumerated changes, the Young'House 
possesses a high level of integrity due to the fine craftsmanship originally 
employed in the construction of the house, the survival of most of the house's 
historic fabric, and the owner's commitment to a sensitive rehabilitation of 
that fabric.
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Architecture

The W. A. Young House in perspective

The desire for distinctive housing brought about a "bewildering series of 
architectural revivals" in Missouri after the Civil War (Writer's Project 
190-1). This post-war architecture drew promiscuously from a wide array of 
styles and the W. A. Young House is a representative example of the unmastered 
eclecticism dominating architecture through the first decades of the second half 
of the 19th century. The two story brick, steeply gabled roof, cruciform plan 
exterior and intact Greek Revival interior woodwork distinguish it from the 
common housing of the period and region. The surrounding pastoral setting 
references siting precedents and places it within a context evoking a strong 
sense of time and place; the setting is reminiscent of the detached substantial 
country housing favored throughout the 19th century. The setting of the 
farmhouse is within one of the "numerous rich, isolated valleys...offering sites 
for thousands of small nineteenth century general farms" that dot the Ozark 
landscape (Douthit et al 120). The siting was in accord with precedents set for 
country homes in the 19th century that continued to be constructed up through 
the century. Siting of substantial country houses of the period referenced 
three points "view, shelter and position for...outbuildings" (Jackson 271). 
Disposition of these requisites varied according to the local environmental 
conditions but were primarily oriented to balancing practical farm concerns with 
visual aesthetic quality. The high quality of the interior workmanship, the 
interesting ramifications of choosing a cruciform design plan, the integrity of 
setting and location and associative historic qualities of this house make it a 
significant local landmark retaining a substantial portion of its historic 
character and associations.

Noted architectural historian W. H. Pierson's comments enable us to partially 
place this unique house in national and statewide perspective. The mid-19th 
century country homes of America were primarily built with reference to 
traditional vernacular and/or academic design guidelines. The most prominent 
architectural guidelines were established by A. J. Davis and A. J. Downing 
(Pierson 270-431). Favoring Gothic design elements, these latter two 
architectural commentators set the pattern for what has been called the 
"picturesque" movement in domestic architecture. These two designers formed an 
important duo that articulated what became the dominant mode of middle and upper 
class country housing in the 19th century.

The design of these country houses varied dramatically. The houses they 
conceived were to appeal to individuals and, accordingly, incorporated elements 
which would distinguish the house. Except for certain general guidelines
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