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St. Peter's Episcopal Church was organized in November, 1871 by Mrs, W.L.P. Burney 
and her mother, Mrs. John Deacon. Interest in the idea spread in town and an 
organizational meeting was held which was attended by many notable local citizens 
including Mr. and Mrs. John Burke, Miss" Margaret Stair, Miss Elizabeth Stair, 
Mrs. Jones Armstrong, Mr. John Baskin, Mrs. J.T. Burney, Mr. Phillip Corrigan, Miss 
Jane Deacon and the missioner and the Bishop's representative from Kansas City, the 
Reverend D'Estang Jennings. Unfortunately, early records of the congregation were 
lost or destroyed, but it is known that semi-monthly meetings were held by this 
group in the Cass County courthouse, the North Methodist Church, the Presbyterian 
Church and in the homes of its members. By 1890 the congregation had a resident 
priest, the Rev. S.C. Gaylor, but by 1894 the group had grown to the point where 
their own building became a possibility and a necessity. The sum of $560 was 
obtained from the Parochial Trust Fund of the Diocese and the lot on West Wall 
Street was purchased from Charles H. Dore. Parishioners and even many citizens who 
were not Episcopalians donated funds for the construction of the building. The 
architect chosen was Mr. Arthur Jones of Kansas City, Missouri, a communicant 
of St. George Parish, and the contractor was T.H. Ludlow.

The stained glass window depicting St. Michael is apparently not signed by Tiffany 
but it can be attributed to Tiffany's workshop on stylistic grounds. The pale 
pastel opalescent colors of the glass, achieved by the addition of saltpeter, bone 
ash/arsenic, salt, black antimony and manganese to clear glass, was developed to 
an art by Tiffany and was one of his trademarks. Its use in "drapery glass , glass 
which was stirred and pulled while hot into folds for use in figura drapery, was 
one of Tiffany's innovations. It arose from the Pre-Raphaelites belief that 
decoration-should be part of the craftsmanship of a work of art and not J^t a 
surface application for decorative effect. Drapery glass is found in the figure 
of St. Michael. In addition, the delicate shading of the face and hands, the 
figures large, luminous eyes and carefully detailed lips, the rays of light within^ 
the glass itself which emanate from the oil lamp held by the figure and the general 
Pre-Raphaelite character of the scene all point to a probable origin in Tiffany s 
shop. Finally, parallels can be found for figures of this type in Tiffany s 

repertoire.

On the basis of criteria outlined above, several other windows in St. Peter's 
my be produc?s of Tiffany's studio as well, notably the Garden of Gethsemene, 
tteBaptism of Christ, the Transfiguration and the Ascension.
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Cass County,

ST. PETERS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
400 West Wall St., Harrisonville
Missouri
Photographer: Noelle Soren

May, 1981
Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, MO. 65102 
View to north of primary facade.





ST. PETERS EPISCOPAL CHURCH #2 of 8
400 West Wall St., Harrisonville, Cass County,
Missouri
Photographer: Noelle Soren

May, 1981
Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, MO. 65102 
View to southwest of east side.
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May, 1981
Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, MO. 65102 
View to southwest of north side.





ST. PETERS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
400 West Wall St., Harrisonville,
Missouri
Photographer: Noelle Soren

May, 1981
Department of Natural Resources, 
Jefferson City, MO. 65102 
View to southeast of west side.
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ST. PETERS EPISCOPAL CHURCH #5 of 8
400 West Wall St., Harrisonville, Cass County,
Missouri
Photographer: Noelle Soren

May, 1981
Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, MO. 65102 
Interior, view to north with altar in rear.





ST. PETERS EPISCOPAL CHURCH #6 of 8
400 West Wall St., Harrisonville, Cass County,
Missouri
Photographer: Noelle Soren

May, 1981
Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, MO. 65102 
Interior, view to south with baptismal font 
in center and Tiffany window above.





ST. PETERS EPISCOPAL CHURCH #7 of 8
400 West Wall St., Harrisonville, Cass County,
Missouri
Photographer: Noelle Soren

May, 1981
Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, MO. 65102
Interior, east wall, one of the reused stained   
glass windows.





ST. PETERS EPISCOPAL CHURCH #8 of 8
400 West Wall St., Harrisonville, Cass County,
Missouri
Photographer: Noelle Soren

May, 1981
Department of Natural Resources, P.O. Box 176, 
Jefferson City, MO. 65102 
Interior, south wall in gable above baptismal 
font, window reputed to be from Tiffany's 
workshop.
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