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The Roeschel-Toennes-Oswald Property is a one- and two-story frame and brick residence, laid out
on an L-shaped plan.

The main block of the house, which dates to 1905, reflects in terms of form, materials and design
the strong and long lived rural Missouri building tradition of the I-house. The two-story brick
main block--two rooms wide and one room deep with a central hall, standing seam metal roof and
segmental arched windows--embodies features typical of rural Missouri I-houses during the peyiod

c. 1850-1910. The projecting two-story bay and the shinaled gables with returns evince the imphact
of the Oueen Anne style on residential construction in rural parts of the state as late as 1905. In
addition to eclecticism, the property illustrates the tendency for building traditions to linger

in rural areas of Missouri; in this instance, the Oueen Anne style, which was on the wane in

yrban areas of the state by the mid-1990's, but was popular in vural areas until the late 1920's.
The brick front porch was added at an unknown date.
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WHCE (I GHE PARAGRAPHY : i
:s-0swald Troperty is significant in Amerdican architecture and history as it
reflects a sinasiicant thema ont an important sattorn in Missouri histery: a.) Architecture: ©
reflects the evolution of design and building practices characteristic of residential architectur:
in vural Missuiiri ducing the period ¢. 1850 to ¢. 1905. Specifically, it illustrates a vractice,
comman in reral croes of the state during the mid- to late 19th century, of enlaraginag structures.
most commonly «<veliings, by constructing substantial new additions laterally against the existins
structure; typicaily, the earTier portion would assume lesser importance to the new portion in

the hierarchy interior spuces. In addition to its sionificance as a reflection of the evoluti:
of a rural ¢ ing over time from a small structure to one of substantial vroportions, the
Roeschel-To c-Oswald Proporty represents significant periods. in Boonville history from the
mid-1%th ce  to the Tirsl decade of the 20th: the craftsmanship and buildina traditions
characterisz®y German iwrinrant setiicements in the lower Missouri River valley during the
period 184C-3 the I-house tradition in rural architecture, wiich fell into obscurity soon
after the construstion of the 1305 portion of the Roeschel-Toennes-Oswald Property; the Qusen

Anne style, popolor in Boonvitle from about 1285 to as late as the 1920's, b.) Exploration/
Settiement: Tho Roeschel-Toennes-Oswald Property reflects major patterns of Boonville's settle-
ment and devolo we The zariiest vortion of the property, dating to the 1850's-1860's, is

T STATEMENT OF &i
The Roeschel

9, MAJCGR HiIGLICIRAPHICAL REFERENCES
i Property abstract. ) History of Howard and Cooper Counties.
i Interview with Judy Boyce: 12/79. "Historic Resources of Boonville, Mo." (NRHP)
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History of Coonor County.
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, The property s located at the northeast corner of West End Drive and Soring Street and is
described as Tollows: beginning at the northeast corner of the intersection of the streets, then
¢ 265' morth «long Hest End Drive, then east 120' to the northeast corner of the lot, then 220
south to the southeast corner of the lot, then 120' southwest to the point of beginning.

The properily is ringed by post-Norid War 11 construction and is, as such, set apart in its
syrroundings. S .
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(cont'd.} The present configuration of the rear ell is the result of the addition, c¢. 1905,
of a second story to a one-story brick structure dating to the 1850's-1860's. In terms of
brickwork, floor plan and fenestration--the seamental arched windows--the first story of the
el appears to illustrate the skilled craftsmanship of immigrant German brick masons working
in Boonville after the 1840°'s and the significant impact of their workmanship on the
architectural traditions of Boonville and the Missouri River valley. This structure was
constructed on a one-room stone cellar, which is situated below the novth room.

On the basis of the roof configuration of the masonry and frame portions of the ell, the
frame portion is, in all probability, an early two-story frame porch that has been enclosed.

The one-story, gable roofed frame addition was constructed during the past year on the
foundation of an earlier but non-historic addition. Its gable echoes the {jueen Anne
detailing of the gables of the main block of the house.

The turn-of-tne-century portions of the house retain original Tight fixtures, room config-
urations and a substantial amount of original millwork, including doors, molded window and
door surrounds with dacorative corner blocks; the staircase remains Targely intact. The
interior trim in the 1850's-1860's rooms is not original.

(cont'd.) believed to have been constructed by Ernest Roeschel, possibly in partnership
with William P. Speed, who acquired the tract from Peyton Hayden, frontier lawyer, in 1858.

Speed and Roeschel were partners in a highly successful central Missouri pharmacy. Roesche]

married Mary Haas in 1853, and after her death, her sister, Rosetta; they were the daughters
of [mile Haas, the proprietor of the Haas Brewery (Tater, the Boonville Wine Company and

the Central Brewing Company). Speed and Roeschel's tract was {mmediately adjacent to the
Haas Brewery and was cultivated as vineyards.

A wine cellar, dating to the 1860's or earlier, existed until approximately 1965; a second
and larger sandstone cellar, no longer extant, was located to the north of the house and
beneath a barn, alsc not extant. Descendants of Rudloph Toennes, who purchased this property
in 1902 from the Roeschel estate, recall that Toennes enlarged the foundation of a small,
early dwelling for the construction of the present house. Physical evidence does not bear
this out, but rather suggests that Toennes built the Queen Anne-inspired I-house onto a

small one story brick structure, two rooms wide and one room deep. The presence of yineyards.
cellars and a barn on the property suggest that this structure was used in conjunction with
the brewery operation, perhaps as a dwelling, or Roeschel's wine garden, which is know to
have been in the immediate vicinity.

The Roeschel-Toennes-Oswald Property illustrates the pattern of development of Boonyille's
river bluffs: the brewery and independent vintners located on the bluffs about one an. one-
half miles from the city during the late 1840's-early 1850's; after 1853, the brewery
expanded through purchase and consolidation with surrounding vintners, including Roesch?1;
during Toennes' ownership, 1902-1912, the property retained associations with viniculture

as he operated a wine garden in a portion of the house and retained Roeschel's vineyards;
from Estil Oswald's purchase of the lot and thirty-three acres nearby until the platting

and subdivision of the Oswald addition to the City after 1950, the property was used as a
family farm and was, in fact, the Tast farm within the city Timits.

The house possesses characteristics which reflect, illustrate and recall the above

explicated theme and pattern under the Criterion of Eljgibility A: It retains historical
associations with the development of the wine industry in Boonville, a commercial activity
significant to the economic develaopment and ethnic heritage of the City, and the development
of farms in the area, enterprises significant to Cooper County agriculture. Criterion C:

It embodies distinct characteristics representative of building types and periods significant
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in Boonviile's history, as discussed above.
The property retains sufficient integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship and

feeling and association to convey the theme and pattern for which it is significant in
Boonville architecture and history.
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