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1. Name of Property

historic name Parker. Lester S. and Missouri "Zue" Gordon House

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 624 E. Capitol Avenue

city or town Jefferson City

. [ n/a ] not for publication 

_______ [n/a] vicinity

state Missouri code MO county Cole code 051 zip code 65101

3. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[ x 1 nomination f ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties 
in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR 
Part 60. In my opinion, the property [x ] meets [ 1 does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this 
property be considered significant I ] nationally [ ] statewide [ x ] locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional 
comments [ ].)

Signature of certifying official

Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets f ] does not meet the National Register criteria. 
( See continuation sheet for additional comments [ ].)

Signature of certifying official/Title

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the property is:

[ ] entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet [ ]. 

[ ] determined eligible for the National 
Register

See continuation sheet [ ]. 
[ ] determined not eligible for the National

Register.
[ ] removed from the National Register 
[ ] other, explain see continuation sheet [ ].

Signature of the Keeper Date
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S.CIassification

Ownership of Property

[X] private 
[ ] public-local 
[ ] public-state 
[ ] public-Federal

Category of Property

[x] building(s) 
[ ] district 
[ jsite 
[ ] structure 
[ ] object

Number of Resources within Property
contributing noncontributing

_2_buildings

0_sites

0_structures

_Q_objects

2_total

Name of related multiple property listing.

N/A_________________

Number of contributing resources 
previously listed in the National Register.

N/A______________________

16. Function or Use

Historic Function
DOMESTIC/single dwelling

DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling

Current Functions
DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification

Neo-Classical Revival_____

Materials
foundation BRICK 
walls BRICK
roof ASPHALT
other WOOD

STONE
see continuation sheet [ ].

see continuation sheet [ ].

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 
See continuation sheet [x]



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form

Parker, Lester S. and Missouri "Zue" Gordon House 
Cole County, Missouri

Page3

18.Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

[ ] A Property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history

[ X ] B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our 
past.

[ X ] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or 
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in 
prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

[ ] B removed from its original location.

[]C a birthplace or grave.

[ ] D a cemetery.

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ ] F a commemorative property.

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 
50 years.

Areas of Significance
ARCHITECTURE

INDUSTRY

Periods of Significance
1905-1925______

Significant Dates
1905________

Significant Person(s)
Parker. Lester Sheoard

Cultural Affiliation
N/A________

Architect/Builder
Unknown________

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ ] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested

[ ] previously listed in the National Register

[ ] previously determined eligible by the National Register

[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#_________________________________ 

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#________ _____________________

Primary location of additional data:

[x] State Historic Preservation Office

[ ] Other State Agency

[ ] Federal Agency

[ ] Local Government

[ ] University

[ ] Other:

Name of repository:_____
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10.Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre________

UTM References

A. Zone Easting Northing 

15 572850 4269450 

C. Zone Easting Northing

[ ] See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

B. Zone

D. Zone

Easting

Easting

Northing 

Northing

111. Form Prepared By

name/title see continuation sheet

organization__ 

street & number_ 

city or town___

date

. telephone.

state . zip code_

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas M. Monaco_____________________

street & number 1122 Moreau Drive

city or town Jefferson City state Missouri

telephone 573/635-3287 

_ zip code 65101____
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Summary: The Lester S. and Missouri "Zue" Gordon Parker House, 624 E. Capitol Avenue, Jefferson City, 
Missouri, is a two-story Neo-Classical Revival style brick house, irregular in plan, with twin bay windows 

projecting on the southeast side. Two two-story brick pavilions are on the northwest side. The house's full- 
height central portico with classical pediment and Ionic columns and pilasters, central entrance with sidelights 

and tall fanlight, and boxed cornice with frieze band illustrate the Neo-Classical Revival style used in its 
construction in circa 1905. 1 The Parker House is located on a tree-lined street centered on the State Capitol, 
which is visible for seven blocks. A hipped roof covers the house and a gable roof is over the portico. Behind 
the house is a small two-story brick dwelling, two concrete garages with a total of nine units, and a root cellar. 

While the outbuildings are more than 60 years old and relatively unaltered, only the smaller house and the 
cellar are contributing properties (along with the main house) because the garage units were built after the 
period of significance. Between 1935 and 1939, the Parker House was converted into four apartments.2 The 
Parker House is in good to very good condition, and retains much of its original floor plan and many details 

despite several decades of use as apartments.

Elaboration: Facing East Capitol Avenue in a north-northeast direction, the Lester S. and Missouri "Zue" 
Gordon Parker House retains its original setting in a historic neighborhood. Across Lafayette Street on the 
southeast side is the National Register-listed Missouri State Penitentiary Warden's House (700 E. Capitol 
Avenue, 10/24/91). To the northeast across East Capitol Avenue is the Jefferson City Correctional Center, 
formerly the Missouri State Penitentiary, in operation since 1836. 3 To the northwest on both sides of East 
Capitol Avenue are older houses of varying types and sizes, some of which have been converted to 
commercial use. The residential lot on which the Parker House stands is of typical size. The ground is level 
with the street in front and on the northwest side and slopes to Lafayette Street on the southeast.

The building's most notable Neo-Classical Revival details occur on the three-bay primary facade, and some of 
these elements continue into the side elevations. The dominating feature in the front is the central two-story 
shallow portico which is topped by a triangular pediment with an oval window. The window has a raised 
surround with four keystones and is divided into four lights. The portico is supported by monumental Ionic 
columns adjacent to Ionic pilasters set on low stone pedestals. Existence of the pilasters is notable, as they are 
so close to the columns that they can barely be seen and yet show the attention to detail that is evident 
throughout the house. The portico's molded architrave, plain frieze and boxed cornice continue on the main 
block of the Parker House. In addition to the portico on the southeast is a two-story side porch which has 
been enclosed with glass and frame panels on the upper level, and a frame addition and porch on the 
southwest corner. Walls have a distinctive pattern of Flemish bond red brick with black glazed headers. 
Stone quoins accent the house's primary corners.

A somewhat deteriorated concrete terrace extends from the north corner past the front portico and wraps to the

1 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York, Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1984), pp. 344-345.
2 Folk's Jefferson City Directory. 1935. Jas. M. Sanders is listed as the owner, residing at 624 E. Capitol Avenue, with 

his wife Grace. Mr. Sanders was also listed as Warden of the State Prison. In 1939 the Sanborn Map shows the 
building as apartments.

3 Gary R. Kremer and Thomas E. Gage, "The Prison Against the Town: Jefferson City and the Penitentiary In the 19th 
Century," Missouri Historical Review. Vol. LXXIV, Number 4, July 1980.
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porch on the southeast side. Solid brick railings with stone caps have brick pedestals raised at the corners and 
flanking the front entrance, curving around the northeast comer. These railings show evidence of improper 
repointing at some point, and the masonry is again in need of repair. With this amount of deterioration, it is 
clear that the railings have been in place for some time. However, a circa 1910 photo (see Figure 1) shows a 
railing in the same location with similar brick pedestals and stone caps, but instead of solid brick railings, the 

railings appear to be plain vertical wooden balusters. Originally the pedestals were topped by stone or 
concrete balls. These have been removed and replaced at the corners and front entrance by concrete urns. 
Poured concrete steps lead from the lower porch to the back yard.

Another prominent Neo-Classical Revival element is the central entrance with its large light door, flanked by 

tracery sidelights and capped by a tall fanlight, reflecting the earlier Adam style. A header surround with a 
raised keystone completes the doorway. On either side of the entrance on the first floor, wide 1/1 double- 
hung sash windows have tall, round-arched, semicircular blind transoms with circle appliques. As with the 
door, a header surround and raised keystone tops the windows. The same window treatment is found on the 
windows in the bay projections and in the rear, where they are visible from Lafayette Street. For emphasis, the 
appliques were recently painted a darker color than the blind transoms. Just below the second floor windows, 
a molded continuous sill wraps around the entire building as a stringcourse. Centered over the entrance, a pair 
of narrow 1/1 windows opens onto a curved balconet with delicate turned balusters and scrolled modillions 
beneath. To either side of these windows are wide 1/1 double-hung sash. A molded architrave, plain frieze, 

and boxed cornice on the front portico is continued throughout the main block.

Flanked by two-story semi-hexagonal bays, the porch on the Lafayette Street side is the dominant feature of 
this elevation. The Doric columns of the lower porch rest on a brick railing, the same as the railing around the 
terrace. Two doorways provide access to this porch. Multiple-light French doors with sidelights and triple 
transom windows open into the front apartment on the lower level. Another door accesses the rear downstairs 

apartment and stairs leading to the upstairs apartments. Probably decades ago, the upper level sleeping porch 
was enclosed with glass on three sides, with wooden panels below the windows. French doors opening onto it 
are almost identical to those below, except for five shorter transom windows. Stained and varnished 
beadboard ceilings reflect the period of construction on both porches. On either side of the porches, two- 
story semi-hexagonal bays have three windows each on both the first and second floors. The bays are topped 
with pedimented gable roofs and first floor windows have semicircular blind transoms with circle appliques.

The west elevation, with three projecting pavilions, has experienced a few changes over time. In the 
northwest corner, the first floor window is smaller and has a stone lintel instead of a semicircular blind 
transom as on the front. Leaded glass is present but is more visible from the inside than out due to the 
presence of aluminum storm windows. On the second level, a narrow window is southwest of the lower level 
window.

A two-story pavilion on the northwest elevation projects farther from the house than the other two pavilions. 
Constructed of brick, it houses bathrooms on both levels. Sanborn maps indicate that it was added between

4 Urbana Group, "Jefferson City Historic East Survey," (Jefferson City, MO: Missouri DNR/Historic Preservation 
Program, 1991). Inventory Sheet for 624 E. Capitol Avenue.
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1923 and 1939, probably when the house was converted into apartments. (See Figures 2-5, Sanborn Maps) 
The small lower window has a projecting stone lintel with a keystone, while just above is a window of similar 

size but without decoration. A sill just below the second floor windows matches and connects with the sill 
encircling the main block. This pavilion roof is flat and lacks the boxed cornice and plain frieze evident on 
most of the west elevation. To the rear of this pavilion is a two-story pavilion which appears to be original to 
the house. This pavilion features a lower level window with a semicircular blind transom, circle applique, 
header surround and raised keystone. A wide second floor window rests on the continuous sill, and is topped 
by the entablature and boxed cornice. A brick chimney is located just southwest of this pavilion. At the rear 
of the brick portion of the house is a third brick pavilion topped with a frame sleeping porch. First appearing 
on the Sanborn map of 1923, this pavilion has one small window with a segmental arch. Adjacent to this 
construction on the southwest corner is a frame, two-story enclosed porch. Between the brick pavilions is a 
modern two-story porch, enclosed by wood lattice on the first floor and a wood slat balustrade on the second. 
Overlooking the upper porch is a pair of windows but no door. The 1908 Sanborn map depicts a small porch 

on the southwest corner. No porches (not even on the Lafayette Street side where the small porch was 
depicted earlier) are shown on the 1923 map, so it is difficult to know what porches existed then. On the 1939 

map, the porches are depicted as they exist today.

On the rear elevation, the two-story enclosed porch projects from the original brick wall of the house. Rows 
of windows continue from the west side on both levels, and there is a door on the southeast corner of the 
lower level with concrete steps. These steps lead to a concrete sidewalk that curves to reach the west yard. 
The brick wall has a window on each level, the continuous sill as on the other brick walls, and stone quoins at 
the south comer.

The interior of the Parker House retains a remarkable number of original decorative elements, considering 

that it has been used as apartments since at least 1939. The front entry opens onto a curious space, facing a 
curved wall. This wall contains a curved oak door and a pair of curved windows, all with beautiful leaded 
glass which was popular at the time of the building's construction. Larger paired windows of similar design 
are located in the northwest room on the first floor. An expansive archway with a keystone, leading into the 
first floor dining room, features decorative trim and recessed panels. The arch rests on columns, also adorned 
with trim, panels and raised diamond-shaped medallions. French doors with sidelights and transoms open 
onto the east porch from both the first and second floors. A beautiful box-beamed ceiling remains in the 
living room of the first floor rear apartment and, in the dining room, a light fixture appears to be original. The 
bathroom in the front first floor apartment retains its original white wall tile, extending about five feet from 
the floor and capped with a tile edge, as well as original fixtures. Some tile near the window experienced 
water damage but the owners plan to replace it with matching tile. Window seats are extant in three of the 
four bay windows. The stairway leading upstairs consists of wide wood steps and sturdy wood slat balusters 
which are terminated at the ends and corners by substantial square wood newel posts. The posts are 
unadorned except for two-tiered, tapered square finials with flat tops. These stairs and the curved entry door 
are stained; all other woodwork in the house is painted. Upstairs, an original fireplace and mantle with a 
three-panel overmantle presides in a room with refinished wood floors. Original four-panel doors, as well as 
baseboard, window and door trim can be found throughout the house. Floors are wood, although carpet will 
be installed in the front upstairs apartment. Original door hardware featuring an intricate raised design on
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both the knob and backplate is intact throughout the house.

New kitchen cabinets and appliances have been installed in all apartments. To enlarge the kitchens in the 
front apartments on both floors, partition walls were removed on each level (see Figures 6 and 7). Air 
conditioning was recently installed and many rooms have modern ceiling fans with lights. Replacement light 
fixtures upstairs are appropriate for the period of construction.

Several outbuildings remain in the back yard. Most notable is a small two-story brick house, depicted on a 
Sanborn map for the first time in 1923 but seemingly much older. Constructed of plain red brick, this 
building has arched double header windows which are typical of German vernacular construction. The house 
appears to have been constructed for residential use, most likely as servant's quarters rather than as a garage or 
carriage house. The hipped roof building has simple enclosed eaves. A hipped overhang protects the front 
entrance and a pair of windows on the lower level. The front facade has a single centered window on the 
second floor. The southeast (rear) elevation has two windows and an entrance with a concrete stoop and small 
wooden porch. Two windows on the upper level flank the original brick chimney and a metal stovepipe. The 
rear wall has one window on each level. The northwest wall is on the property line. The 1939 Sanborn map 
indicates that the building was considered a residence, as a street number (624 1/2 ) is given. Constructed 
while Lester Parker lived in the main house, this building retains integrity and is contributing.

Two garage buildings face the alley to the rear of the property. One or both must have been built when the 
house was converted into apartments. They first appear on the 1939 Sanborn map, in the same configuration 
as today. Built at a lower level than the rest of the yard, their presence is barely noticeable from outside the 
property. The northwest unit, constructed of concrete and with a flat roof, appears to be the oldest. Its four 
stalls are smaller and the door for each unit consists of three four-panel doors. The more recently constructed 
garage, near the corner of the alley and Lafayette Street, contains five units under a slightly sloping roof. Its 
more typical doors are constructed of vertical boards. A deteriorated remnant of a stone wall abuts this section 
and extends almost to the sidewalk along Lafayette Street. Concrete steps lead to the back yard from Lafayette 
Street just northeast of the garages. The only other outbuilding is a root cellar a few yards from the back wall 
of the main house. The cellar has a concrete top and a newer sloping entry door. The cellar is a contributing 
resource, as it was in use during the period of significance. The garages retain integrity and are at least 60 
years old but were constructed after Lester Barker's death in 1925, and so are considered noncontributing.

The condition of the buildings ranges from good to very good. The current owners bought the property in the 
1970s from a lady whose family had lived in the Parker House for many years. Even though divided into 
apartments, the house has been well cared for. Recently, the owners began a major rehabilitation of the four 
apartments. Most of the work involves new kitchens, new wiring, air conditioning and repainting. For 
rewiring, channels were cut into walls in some rooms (for access to ceiling fixtures) and the channels were 
subsequently replastered. The exterior columns were meticulously scraped by hand before being carefully 
primed and painted. Hardwood floors which did not require refinishing were protected. While much work 
has been done, it has not diminished the property's historic character and its useful life has been extended so 
that future generations can also appreciate its stately beauty.
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The Parker House reflects its period of significance and clearly portrays the characteristics typical of the Neo 
classical Revival style. The house stands on its original site and retains integrity of design, setting, materials, 

and workmanship.

Figure 1: Historic Photograph
(Circa 1910 photograph, Cole County Historical Society)
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Figure 2: Sanborn Map of 1898


















































































