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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How 

to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for 
"not applicable." For functions, architectural classification , materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the 

instructions. Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a). 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name Midwest Terminal Building 

Other names/site number US Aeronautical Chart Plant (St. Louis), Illinois Terminal System Building, St. Louis Globe Democrat 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing _N_/A _________________________ _ 

2. Location 

Street & number 700-720 North Tucker Blvd (AKA 111 0-46 Convention Plaza, 700 Hadley) N/A 

City or town _S_t._L_o_u_is __________________________ .,__-'-N""'/A-'--_. 

not for publication 

vicinity 

State Missouri Code MO County (St. Louis (Independent City) Code 510 Zip code 63101 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this _x_ nomination _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 

registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 

set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property _x_ meets __ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property 

be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

- national - statewide _x_ local 

Applicable National Register Criteria: _x_ A - B - C - D 

:fmL{~~-@~ DEC ] 9 2016 
Signature of certifying official/ Title Toni M. Prawl, Ph .D., Deputy SHPO Date 

Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property _meets_ does not meet the National Register criteria. 

Signature of commenting official Date 

Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that this property is: 

__ entered in the National Register __ determined eligible for the National Register 

__ determined not eligible for the National Register __ removed from the National Register 

__ other (explain:) 

Siqnature of the Keeper Date of Action 

1 
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5.  Classification  
 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

X private X building(s) 1  buildings 

 public - Local  district   sites 

 public - State  site   structures 

 public - Federal  structure   objects 

   object             1  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  0 
                                             

6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DEFENSE/Supply/Manufacturing  COMMERCE/TRADE/Business 

INDUSTRY/Manufacturing Facility  COMMERCE/TRADE/Warehouse 

Other:  COMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty Store 

COMMERCE/TRADE/Warehouse  VACANT 

COMMERCE/TRADE/Business   

COMMERCE/TRADE/Specialty Store   

TRANSPORTATION/Rail-Related   
 

   

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Materials  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

MODERN MOVEMENT/Art Deco  foundation: Concrete 

  walls: Brick 

   Concrete 

  roof: Asphalt 

  other: Steel 

   Terra Cotta 
 
 

X  
NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION ON CONTINUTATION PAGES 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 

 

X 
A Property is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 
B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 
  

   

 
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 
   

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

 
 within the past 50 years. 

X  
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ON CONTINUTATION PAGES 

Areas of Significance  

MILITARY 

INDUSTRY 

TRANSPORTATION 

 

 

 
Period of Significance  

1932-1946 

 

 

Significant Dates 

1943 

 

 
Significant Person  

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

 

Architect/Builder 

Mauran, Russell & Crowell (architects) 

Kaplan-McGowan Co. (contractors) 

Brussell & Viterbo (engineers) 

Spearl, Becker & Falvey (architects/engineers) 

9.  Major Bibliographical References  

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

X preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register X Federal agency 

 previously determined eligible by the National Register X Local government 

 designated a National Historic Landmark X University 

 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ X Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________   Name of repository:    Landmarks Association 

 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________    

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ___________N/A__________________________________________________________ 
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10.  Geographical Data                                                               

 

Acreage of Property  2.3 acres 

 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1  38.632594   -90.195667  3       
 Latitude:  Longitude:      Latitude: 

 
Longitude: 

2      4       
 Latitude: Longitude: 

 
    Latitude:  Longitude: 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)  

    NAD 1927     or     NAD 1983 
 
1          3        
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

2         4         
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (On continuation sheet) 
 
Boundary Justification (On continuation sheet) 
     

11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Matt Bivens/Historic Preservation Director 

organization Lafser & Associates date  2/16/16;3/28/16;6/1/16F;12/1/16NPS 

street & number  1215 Fern Ridge Parkway, Suite 110 telephone 314-560-9903 

city or town   St. Louis state MO. zip code 63141 

e-mail msbivens@lafser.com 

 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

• Maps:    
o A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.   
o A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 

photographs to this map. 

• Continuation Sheets 

• Photographs 

• Owner Name and Contact Information  

• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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Photographs 
Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels (minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, 
at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that 
number must correspond to the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, 
etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 

 
Photo Log: 
 

Name of Property: Midwest Terminal Building 

City or Vicinity: St. Louis  

County: (Independent City) State: 
 
Missouri 

Photographer: 
 
Matt Bivens 

Date 
Photographed: 5-2016 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 

 
1 of 20: Primary elevation (right) and portion of north wall (left); camera southeast. 

2 of 20: Primary elevation entry detail; camera southeast. 

3 of 20: Primary elevation entry detail; camera east. 

4 of 20: Primary elevation; camera east. 

5 of 20: Primary elevation left wing; camera northeast. 

6 of 20: North elevation (left); camera southeast. 

7 of 20: Rear, east elevation; camera southwest. 

8 of 20: Rear, east elevation; camera northwest. 

9 of 20: Rear, east elevation “H”; camera southwest. 

10 of 20: South side elevation; camera northeast. 

11 of 20: South side elevation; camera northwest. 

12 of 20: South side elevation plaque; camera north. 

13 of 20: Interior 1
st
 floor vestibule and lobby; camera due west. 

14 of 20: Interior 1
st
 floor vestibule detail; camera due north. 

15 of 20: Interior storefront at southwest corner; camera southwest. 

16 of 20: Interior loading docks along rear; camera northeast. 

17 of 20: Basement level; camera angle west. 

18 of 20: Third floor elevator hall; camera north. 

19 of 20: Third floor open floor area (room 312) with NE stair and elevator; camera northeast. 

20 of 20: Fifth floor former drafting area; camera north. 

 

Photo Key is on Page 67: Source- Levine Associates, 2000. Not to Scale. 
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Figure  Log: 

Figures 1A and B (page 3; top to bottom): Figure 1A is main lobby geometric marble wall slabs (and ceiling 

detail); Figure 1B is an example of the cast iron transom panels at the main entry.  Source: Matt Bivens, 2014-

2016. 

Figures 2A and B (page 4; clockwise starting at right): Figure 2A is the original U.S. mail box; and Figure 2B 

contains 2 examples of the ornamental metal grilles in the lobby.  Source: Matt Bivens, 2014-2016. 

Figures 3A and B (page 5; top to bottom): Figure 3A shows one of the original elevator bays; Figure 3B is the 

original directory board.  Source: Matt Bivens, 2014-2016. 

Figures 4A and B (page 6; top to bottom): Figure 4A illustrates the exposed concrete columns, floors, and 

monumental ceilings, Figure 4B is the first floor wood block flooring installed within the rear warehouse portions.  

Source: Matt Bivens, 2014-2016. 

Figure 5A (page 7; clockwise from top right: current rooms 221 on 2nd floor, 503 on 5th, and an open plan in 504, 

Source: Matt Bivens, 2014-2016. 

Figure 5B (page 8; clockwise from top right): the 5th floor vault showing original door, open space on 5th floor 

showing wall locations, and current 317A on 3rd floor (top left). 

Figure 6 (page 9):  Site within context of larger city, demarked by a shaded square and arrow pointing 

downward.  Source: Google Earth, 2016. 

Figure 7 (page 14): 1st floor hall looking west towards North Tucker Boulevard.  Original terrazzo floor is intact 

beneath metal floor veneer; vertical lighting is removable but provides light in an otherwise dark corridor.  

Source: Matt Bivens photograph, 2015. 

Figure 8 (page 15): Photograph of lower level ground showing metal covering over original rail track. Source: 

Matt Bivens, 2-2016. 

Figure 9 (page 15): Underground design.  Source: Mauran, Russell & Crowell drawings, 1931. 

Figure 10 (page 18): 1st floor plan.  Source: Levine Associates, 2000. Not to Scale. 

Figure 11 (page 19): 2nd floor plan.  Source: Levine Associates, 2000. Not to Scale. 

Figure 12 (page 20): 3rd floor plan.  Source: Levine Associates, 2000. Not to Scale. 

Figure 13 (page 21): 4th floor plan.  Source: Levine Associates, 2000. Not to Scale.  

Figure 14 (page 22): 5th floor plan.  Source: Levine Associates, 2000. Not to Scale. 

Figure 15 (page 23): Roof plan.  Source: Levine Associates, 2000. Not to Scale. 

Figure 16 (page 26): “The New Midwest Terminal Building, St. Louis.”  Midwest Industrial Terminal Company 

brochure cover page, circa 1930. 

Figure 17 (top right) (page 27): First floor plan and covered truck loading areas.  Source: “The New Midwest 

Terminal Building, St. Louis.”  Midwest Industrial Terminal Company brochure, circa 1930. 

Figure 18 (bottom left) (page 27): Typical floor plan illustrating the open design which could be altered to suit 

needs.  Source: “The New Midwest Terminal Building, St. Louis.”  Midwest Industrial Terminal Company brochure, 

circa 1930. 

Figure 19 (page 28): Location of building in green.  Source: “The New Midwest Terminal Building, St. Louis.”  

Midwest Industrial Terminal Company brochure, circa 1930. 

Figure 20 (page 30): Original design of the building.  Source: The proposed “Midwest Terminal Building,” St. Louis.  

Company brochure, circa 1930. 

Figure 21 (page 31): Photograph of site standing on Lucas Avenue between 12th and 11th Streets facing north, 

August 21, 1930.  The exposed foundation is a portion of the former freight house.  Source: Collection of Dale 

Jenkins, Illinois Traction Society. 

Figure 22 (page 32): Photograph of building construction site facing southwest towards Washington Avenue 

and 12th Street with steel framework of the terminal building raised above ground on July 4, 1931 (top).  At the 

far left side is the Carleton Building (since demolished) and to its right is the Ferguson-McKinney Dry Goods Store 

and Warehouse (NR listed Washington Avenue Historic District 2-12-1987).  The smaller image at the bottom left 
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shows the men whom sunk down below surface to hand dig the piers for the structural columns.  Source: TOP-

Collection of Dale Jenkins, Illinois Traction Society; BOTTOM-Collection of Missouri Historical Society. 

Figure 23 (page 34): Site plan showing tracks and associated buildings and streets during the historic use.  

Source: Illinois Traction Society Flyer, Spring 2010, pages 30-31.  Building is identified with dotted line at left side. 

Figure 24 (page 35): Photograph of construction, 1932. Source: Collection of Dale Jenkins, Illinois Traction 

Society. 

Figure 25 (page 36): Photographs of completed construction, 1932.  The larger image is the primary elevation; 

the smaller image is the rear, east elevation (left side) with a portion of the north elevation (right side).  Source: 

Collection of Dale Jenkins, Illinois Traction Society. 

Figure 26 (page 38): Right side is the primary entrance, clockwise bottom is view of steam equipment, then 

exterior view looking northeast.  Source: Union Electric Light and Power Company. Union Electric Magazine.  

“The New Midwest Terminal Building: Modern Distribution Methods Demand Modern Facilities.”  December, 

1932, pages 12-13.  Eagle poles are extant today; the original ITS name is also intact behind the 1959 St. Louis 

Globe-Democrat sign above the entry. 

Figure 27 (page 43): October 1942 photograph of the Midwest Terminal Building, view to northeast.  Source: 

Aeronautical Chart Maintenance Project, St. Louis, Missouri.  Exhibit A, 10-24-1942. 

Figure 28 (page 44): October 1942 photographs of the Midwest Terminal Building, view to southwest (top) and 

along Lucas alley (bottom) showing loading facilities (color photo is today view, Matt Bivens, 2016).  Source: 

Aeronautical Chart Maintenance Project, St. Louis, Missouri.  Exhibits B and C, 10-24-1942. 

Figure 29 (page 46): Official dedication of the new facility; Director Karo is in back at left.  Souce: Family of Vice 

Admiral H. Arnold Karo. 

Figure 31 (page 47): Employee at work on measuring points and transcribing information at the building.  

Source: NGA St. Louis archives. 

Figure 30 (page 48): Second floor plan as built, January 1943.  Source: Aeronautical Chart Maintenance Facility 

plans- Spearl, Becker & Falvey, architects and engineers. 

Figure 32 (page 50): Third floor plan as built, January 1943.  Source: Aeronautical Chart Maintenance Facility 

plans- Spearl, Becker & Falvey, architects and engineers. 

Figure 34 (page 51): Employee at work on developing and cleaning color plates for charts at the building.  

Source: NGA St. Louis archives. 

Figure 33 (page 53): Fourth floor plan as built, January 1943.  Source: Aeronautical Chart Maintenance Facility 

plans- Spearl, Becker & Falvey, architects and engineers. 

Figure 35 (page 54): Fifth floor plan as built, January 1943.  Source: Aeronautical Chart Maintenance Facility 

plans- Spearl, Becker & Falvey, architects and engineers. 

Figure 36 (page 55): The Midwest Terminal Building printing facility production between 1944 and 1946.  Source: 

History of the Aeronautical Chart Service. Section D, St. Louis.  Web  http://www.escape-

maps.com/escape_maps/history_aeronautical_chart_service.htm. 

Figure 37 (page 56): The staff hard at work, floor unknown.  Source: NGA archives. 

Figures 38A-C (page 58): Examples of charts produced in the St. Louis plant: World Aeronautical Charts (top is 

section of France and bottom right is Placentia Bay on southeast coast of Newfoundland, Canada); bottom left 

is section of California.  Base map for France was drawn in 1941 and updated in 1944; other two base maps 

were completed in September 1943 and updated in 1944. Source: Collection of Matt Bivens.  

Figure 39 (page 66): “Midwest Terminal Building Boundary Map.”  Source: Google Earth, MSB, 2015. 

Figure 40 (page 67): Photo Key. Levine Associates, 2000. Not to Scale.  Floors 1 (top), 3 (bottom left), 5 (bottom 

right). 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Summa ry 

The  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  lo c a te d  a t 700 No rth Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd  in St. Lo uis 

(Ind e p e nd e nt C ity), Misso uri is a  se ve n-sto ry, Mo d e rn Mo ve me nt b uild ing  c o mp le te d  in 

1932 a s a  fre ig ht a nd  p a sse ng e r te rmina l c o mb ining  hig h d e sig n e le me nts o f the  Art 

De c o  with p ure  ind ustria l utilita ria nism.  The  b uild ing  is c a p p e d  with a  five -sto ry, c e ntra l 

e le va to r a nd  sta ir p e ntho use —a  re mna nt o f the  o rig ina l d e sig n inte nt to  p ro vid e  a  to ta l 

o f twe lve  flo o rs a s c o nc e ive d  (no t b uilt).  Co nstruc te d  with a  ste e l fra me , c o nc re te  

c la d d ing  a nd  flo o rs, c o nc re te  p a ne le d  c e iling s, a nd  a  b uff b ric k ve ne e r, the  e ntire  first 

flo o r a nd  two -sto ry, c e ntra l e ntry b a y a re  d re sse d  in smo o th lime sto ne  b lo c ks.  Built to  

c o nta in ma ssive  lo a d s, e sp e c ia lly g ive n the  fa c t tha t it wa s d e sig ne d  to  c o nta in five  

a d d itio na l sto rie s, the  b uild ing  is mo nume nta l in sc a le .  De sig ne d  with p rima ry e le va tio n 

sto re fro nts fa c ing  we st a lo ng  No rth Tuc ke r Blvd ., und e rg ro und  ra ils (sinc e  re mo ve d ), 

a nd  sid e  e le va tio ns (no rth a nd  so uth) with multip le  lo a d ing  d o c ks fo r g ro und  

tra nsp o rta tio n o f g o o d s (e xta nt), the  b uild ing  c o ntinue d  to  se rve  its o rig ina l p urp o se  a s 

a  wa re ho use  a nd  d istrib utio n c e nte r c o mb ine d  with o ffic e  a nd  re ta il sp a c e  lo ng  a fte r 

the  sub wa y tra ffic  c e a se d  a nd  c o ntinue s to  b e  use d  fo r this p urp o se  to d a y.  A style  

g e ne ra lly ra re  in St. Lo uis c o mme rc ia l c o nstruc tio n b e twe e n the  1920s a nd  1940s, the  

no mina te d  b uild ing  e mb o d ie s the  Mo d e rn Mo ve me nt in a rc hite c ture  with e le me nta l 

ve rtic a lity, b uild ing  se tb a c ks a t the  up p e r sto rie s, a  hig hly stylize d  d e c o ra tive  lime sto ne  

e ntra nc e  surro und  a s we ll a s g e o me tric  o rna me nta tio n within the  first flo o r lo b b y—a ll 

e le me nts typ ic a l o f the  Art De c o  sub typ e .  The  sp a re  b uff b ric k c la d d ing , fla t p a ra p e ts, 

a nd  fa c to ry wind o ws illustra te  the  b uild ing ’ s ind ustria l na ture . 

 

Built in 1931-32 b y lo c a l c o ntra c to rs, the  Ka p la n-Mc Go wa n Co mp a ny, fro m d e sig ns b y 

the  p ro mine nt a rc hite c tura l firm o f Ma ura n, Russe ll a nd  Cro we ll, b o th the  e xte rio r a nd  

inte rio r re ta in inte g rity.  The  ma jo rity o f the  o rig ina l Fe ne stra  ste e l sa sh wind o ws a re  

inta c t a nd  o p e ra b le ; g la ss b lo c k wind o ws o n p o rtio ns o f the  se c o nd  a nd  the  fo urth 

flo o r a re  inta c t fro m the  p e rio d  o f milita ry o c c up a tio n d uring  the  p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e .  

Fe w b a ys o n se c o nd a ry e le va tio ns ha ve  b e e n b ric ke d  in b ut the  fe ne stra tio n p a tte rns 

a re  inta c t a nd  b ric k re c e sse d .  Sto re fro nt tra nso ms a re  o rig ina l while  lo we r sto re fro nt 

wind o w fra ming  is ne we r b ut in ke e p ing  with the  o rig ina l d e sig n inte nt.  The  sto ne -c la d  

ve stib ule , ha ll, a nd  ma in lo b b y c o nta in o rig ina l g e o me tric  ma rb le  wa ll sla b s (Fig ure  1), 

c a st iro n tra nso m p a ne ls (a t two  se c tio ns within a n a irlo c k ve stib ule ; Fig ure  2), 

o rna me nta l me ta l g rille s (Fig ure  3), U.S. ma il b o x (Fig ure  4), a nd  c o ve d  c e iling s; te rra zzo  

flo o ring  is inta c t und e rne a th a  re mo va b le  me ta l ve ne e r.  Furthe r b a c k into  the  ma in 

lo b b y a re a  a re  inta c t e le va to r b a ys Fig ure  5), the  o rig ina l d ire c to ry b o a rd  (Fig ure  6), 
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a nd  o the r d e ta ils.  Be yo nd  the  p ub lic  c irc ula tio n sp a c e , the  first flo o r c o nta ins e xp o se d  

c o nc re te  c o lumns a nd  mo nume nta l c e iling s (Fig ure  7), o rig ina l wo o d  b lo c k flo o ring  

(Fig ure  8), c o nc re te  flo o ring , a nd  e xp o se d  b ric k wa lls.  The  inte rio r ha s so me  o p e n flo o rs 

a s we ll a s tho se  whic h ha ve  b e e n d ivid e d  into  o ffic e  sp a c e s.  Sinc e  the  b uild ing  no  

lo ng e r sup p o rts ra il-re la te d  tra nsp o rta tio n b e lo w g ro und  le ve l the se  two  a re a s ha ve  

b e e n c o nve rte d  to  p a rking  a nd  sto ra g e  a s we ll a s me c ha nic a l sha ft a c c e ss p o ints.  The  

e xte rio r g ro und  truc k lo a d ing  d o c ks a re  still a c tive  a nd  c o rre sp o nd  to  the  histo ric  shift in 

me tho d  o f tra nsp o rta tio n o f g o o d s. 

 

Tho se  flo o rs tha t sup p o rte d  the  histo ric  te na nt (two  thro ug h five ) c o nta in fa milia r 

sp a c e s whic h we re  p re se nt d uring  the  p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e .  Altho ug h flo o rs we re  

g e ne ra lly d ivid e d  up  to  p ro vid e  a  se p a ra tio n o f func tio n, it wa s the  inte nt o f the  te na nt 

to  c o nstruc t lo w wa lls whic h we re  mo re  te mp o ra ry in o rd e r to  se t up  sho p  in a n 

e xp e d itio us me tho d .  Evid e nc e  o f histo ric  wa lls is e xta nt a t the  flo o r a nd  c e iling  le ve l; 

d o o rwa y lo c a tio ns to  o ffic e s a re  visib le  (Fig ure  9).  The  me tho d s a nd  p ro c e sse s whic h 

o c c urre d  within the  b uild ing  in a sso c ia tio n with the  sig nific a nt o c c up a nt we re  tie d  to  

e q uip me nt whic h sa t up o n the  flo o r a nd  ha s sinc e  b e e n re mo ve d —ho we ve r the  

fe e ling  a nd  a sso c ia tio n within is still ve ry stro ng .  The  b uild ing  is no w re fe rre d  to  a s the  

G lo b e  Build ing  a nd  it c urre ntly se rve s a s re ta il, o ffic e , a nd  sto ra g e  sp a c e  with a n a c tive  

d a ta c e nte r o c c up ying  se ve ra l flo o rs. 
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Fig ure s 1A a nd B (to p  to  b o tto m): Fig ure  1A is ma in lo b b y g e o me tric  ma rb le  wa ll sla b s (a nd  c e iling  d e ta il); 

Fig ure  1B is a n e xa mp le  o f the  c a st iro n tra nso m p a ne ls a t the  ma in e ntry.  So urc e : Ma tt Bive ns, 2014-2016. 
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Fig ure s 2A a nd B (c lo c kwise  sta rting  a t rig ht): Fig ure  2A is the  

o rig ina l U.S. ma il b o x; a nd  Fig ure  2B c o nta ins 2 e xa mp le s o f 

the  o rna me nta l me ta l g rille s in the  lo b b y.  So urc e : Ma tt 

Bive ns, 2014-2016. 
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Fig ure s 3A a nd B (to p  to  b o tto m): Fig ure  3A 

sho ws o ne  o f the  o rig ina l e le va to r b a ys; 

Fig ure  3B is the  o rig ina l d ire c to ry b o a rd .  

So urc e : Ma tt Bive ns, 2014-2016. 
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Fig ure s 4A a nd B (to p  to  b o tto m): Fig ure  4A illustra te s the  e xp o se d  c o nc re te  c o lumns, flo o rs, a nd  

mo nume nta l c e iling s, Fig ure  4B is the  first flo o r wo o d  b lo c k flo o ring  insta lle d  within the  re a r wa re ho use  

p o rtio ns.  So urc e : Ma tt Bive ns, 2014-2016. 
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Fig ure  5A (c lo c kwise  fro m to p  rig ht: c urre nt ro o ms 221 o n 2nd  flo o r, 503 o n 5th, a nd  a n o p e n p la n in 504, 

So urc e : Ma tt Bive ns, 2014-2016. 
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Fig ure  5B (c lo c kwise  fro m to p  rig ht): the  5th flo o r va ult sho wing  o rig ina l d o o r, o p e n sp a c e  o n 5th flo o r 

sho wing  wa ll lo c a tio ns, a nd  c urre nt 317A o n 3rd  flo o r (to p  le ft). 
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Site  

The  b uild ing  ha s a  p rima ry e le va tio n whic h fa c e s we st a lo ng  a  ma jo r No rth-So uth tra ffic  

c o rrid o r na me d  No rth Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd  (Fig ure  6).  Oc c up ying  a n e ntire  c ity b lo c k, the  

no rth e le va tio n fa c e s Co nve ntio n Pla za  (a  re na me d  stre e t), the  e a st e le va tio n fa c e s a  

p a ve d  p a rking  lo t, a nd  the  so uth e le va tio n is a d ja c e nt to  a n histo ric  a lle y a s we ll a s the  

re a r e le va tio ns o f se ve ra l histo ric  Wa shing to n Ave nue  c o mme rc ia l b uild ing s.  The  la tte r 

b uild ing s a re  inc lud e d  within the  Wa shing to n Ave nue : Ea st o f Tuc ke r Distric t (NRHP 3-24-

1987); a  se c o nd  Wa shing to n Ave nue  Histo ric  Distric t is imme d ia te ly we st a c ro ss No rth 

Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd  (NRHP 2-12-1987).  The  und e rg ro und  sub wa y ha s re c e ntly b e e n 

re mo ve d ; a  fig ure  o f the  o rig ina l tra c k syste ms is inc lud e d  in Fig ure s 9 a nd  22.  The  

stre e ts a nd  sid e wa lks we re  sinc e  re p o ure d  d uring  re no va tio n o f Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd . 

 

Fig ure  6:  Site  within c o nte xt o f la rg e r c ity, d e ma rke d  b y a  sha d e d  sq ua re  a nd  a rro w p o inting  d o wnwa rd .  

So urc e : Go o g le  Ea rth, 2016. 
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Exte rior 

The  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  (Mid we st Te rmina l) is g e ne ra lly sq ua re  in fo o tp rint with a  

lo we r c e ntra l e ntra nc e  b a y fra me d  b y a n “H”  sha p e d  ma ss rising  se ve n sto rie s (Pho to  

1).  The  p rima ry e le va tio n fa c e s we st a lo ng  No rth Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd .  Divid e d  into  thre e  

b a ys, the  c e ntra l e ntra nc e  p la in (Pho to  2) is fla nke d  b y fo ur o rig ina l sto re fro nt b a ys a t 

b o th sid e s; tra nso ms c o nta in o rig ina l me ta l fra ming  while  lo we r sto re fro nt b a ys ha ve  

ne we r fra ming  (re sp e c tful to  the  o rig ina l d e sig n).  The  e ntire  first flo o r a nd  two -sto ry 

e ntry b a y a re  c la d  in smo o th lime sto ne  b lo c k with g e o me tric  c a rve d  o rna me nt a t the  

e ntry.  This c e ntra l p o rtio n c o nta ins a  wid e , re c e sse d  e ntra nc e  c o mp rise d  o f p la te  g la ss 

with two  p a irs o f d o ub le  d o o rs se t und e r a  c a st iro n, o rna me nta l tra nso m b a r (Fig ure  2) 

with g e o me tric  fra me d  tra nso m g la ss.  Ab o ve  the  e ntry is inta c t St. Lo uis G lo b e  

De mo c ra t sig na g e  d a ting  fro m 1959; a n o rig ina l ste e l sa sh wind o w b a y is a b o ve  a t the  

se c o nd  sto ry (Pho to  4).  The  re c e sse d  e ntra nc e  is fra me d  with g e o me tric  sto ne  whic h is 

intric a te ly c a rve d .  A fo rma l g e o me tric  b lo c k e xte nd s up wa rd  with a  ste p p e d  p a ra p e t 

whic h c ro wns the  e ntry b a y a nd  c o nta ins a  c a rve d  c a rto uc he  re p re se nting  the  Illino is 

Tra c tio n Syste m—a  stre e tc a r fla nke d  b y a  wo rke r a nd  rid e r g ra sp ing  ha nd s se t und e r 

a n e a g le  with insc rib e d  Ro ma n nume ra ls “MCMXXXI”  c o rre sp o nd ing  to  the  

c o nstruc tio n sta rt o f 1931 (Pho to  3).  Also  inta c t a re  the  o rig ina l fla g  p o le s with c a st 

me ta l e a g le s fla nking  the  e ntry (Pho to  3).  Op p o site  the  e ntry b a y is a  sto re fro nt 

wind o w (le ft sid e ) a nd  a  sto re fro nt with e ntra nc e  b a y (rig ht sid e ); ne w fra me d  

sto re fro nts c o nta in o rig ina l g e o me tric  fra me  tra nso ms a b o ve .  At the  se c o nd  sto ry is a  

multi-lig ht Fe ne stra  ste e l sa sh wind o w a t b o th sid e s.  Fe ne stra , a  b ra nd  o f ste e l fra me  

wind o ws, wa s ma nufa c ture d  b y the  De tro it Ste e l Pro d uc ts Co mp a ny o f Mic hig a n a s a n 

a lte rna tive  to  wo o d  wind o ws b e g inning  in the  1920s; this typ e  o f ma te ria l wa s 

e sp e c ia lly suite d  fo r la rg e  c o mme rc ia l a nd  ind ustria l b uild ing  typ e s a llo wing  p le nty o f 

uno b struc te d  na tura l lig ht into  b uild ing s a s we ll a s ha ving  p o rtio ns whic h we re  

o p e ra b le  fo r a ir flo w.  The  Mid we st Te rmina l ha s a t le a st 60 va ria tio ns o f Fe ne stra  

wind o ws—a ll o rig ina l to  the  b uild ing . 

 

Ab o ve  the  sto ne -c la d  e ntry b a y, a nd  re c e sse d  b a c k thre e  wind o w b a ys into  the  

b uild ing , is the  b a se  o f the  “H”  whic h is c la d  in b uff b ric k ve ne e r.  Five  flo o rs a b o ve  the  

sto ne  first flo o r c o nta in thre e  wind o w b a ys p e r flo o r; wind o ws a re  d ivid e d  into  fo ur sa sh 

se c tio ns p e r wind o w b a y with e ithe r c e ntra l o r up p e r a nd  lo we r o p e ra to rs.  The  p a ra p e t 

a b o ve  the  se ve nth flo o r is fla t with a  te rra  c o tta  c a p  (Pho to  4). 

 

Fla nking  the  c e ntra l e ntra nc e  b a y a t b o th sid e s a re  fo ur a d d itio na l sto re fro nts with 

e ithe r a  sing le  o r d o ub le -wid e  e ntra nc e  (Pho to  5).  Ag a in, sto re fro nts c o nta in o rig ina l 
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g e o me tric  fra me  tra nso ms a b o ve .  Sto re fro nts ha ve  no n-histo ric  c a nva s a wning s 

o ve rhe a d  whic h a re  c urre ntly b e ing  re mo ve d .  Ab o ve  the  le ft, no rthe rnmo st b uild ing  

wing  a re  two  wid e  Fe ne stra  ste e l sa sh wind o w b a ys fro m the  se c o nd  flo o r thro ug h the  

se ve nth; wind o ws a re  d ivid e d  into  fo ur sa sh fra me s c o mp o se d  o f multip le  lig hts with 

c e ntra l o p e ra to rs.  Fla nking  the  two  c e ntra l wind o w b a ys is a  p a ire d , simila r wind o w 

a sse mb ly a t b o th sid e s.  The  sid e  b a ys a re  ve rtic a lly-fra me d  b y re c e sse d  p ila ste rs (o r 

b ric k flute s) tha t g ive  the  illusio n tha t the se  b a ys a re  slig htly p ro je c ting .  Wind o ws ha ve  

lime sto ne  sills a nd  b ric k he a d e rs la id  o n e nd .  The  p a ra p e t a b o ve  the  se ve nth flo o r is 

fla t with a  te rra  c o tta  c a p .  All o f the  wind o ws a re  o rig ina l with the  e xc e p tio n o f o ne  

b ric ke d -in b a y (with sma ll ve nt p ro je c ting ) a t the  se c o nd  flo o r; a  g la ss b lo c k infill b a y 

wa s insta lle d  histo ric a lly, a lso  o n the  se c o nd  flo o r to  the  le ft o f the  b ric ke d  b a y.  Be lo w 

e a c h wind o w b a y a nd  c e nte re d  is a  ste e l p la te  whic h slig htly p ro je c ts fro m the  

fa ç a d e ; the se  p la te s c o rre sp o nd  to  tie  ro d s running  thro ug h the  b uild ing  within the  

c o nc re te  flo o rs.  Surfa c e  c o rro sio n re sulte d  in rust p e ne tra ting  the  b ric k a nd  sto ne  a t 

the  fa ç a d e .   

 

The  rig ht, so uthe rnmo st b uild ing  wing  is id e ntic a l to  the  le ft with the  e xc e p tio n o f the  

fo urth flo o r wind o w b a ys b e ing  histo ric a lly in-fille d  with g la ss b lo c k (Pho to  4).  The  re turn 

wa lls whic h fa c e  no rth a nd  so uth a b o ve  the  c e ntra l e ntry a t within the  b a se  o f the  “H”  

c o nta in two  e q ua l size  wind o w b a ys d ivid e d  into  fo ur sa sh se c tio ns p e r wind o w b a y 

with e ithe r c e ntra l o r up p e r a nd  lo we r o p e ra to rs.  Ne a re st the  b uild ing ’ s p rima ry 

fa ç a d e  is a  sing le  sma lle r wid th wind o w b a y with simila r sa sh, fro m the  third  thro ug h the  

se ve nth flo o rs.  The se  e d g e  b a ys a re  ve rtic a lly-fra me d  b y re c e sse d  p ila ste rs simila r to  

the  p rima ry e le va tio n a nd  a g a in g ive  the  illusio n tha t the se  b a ys a re  slig htly p ro je c ting .  

Wind o ws ha ve  lime sto ne  sills a nd  b ric k he a d e rs la id  o n e nd .  The  p a ra p e t a b o ve  the  

se ve nth flo o r is fla t with a  te rra  c o tta  c a p .  Tie  ro d  p la te s a re  id e ntic a l to  the  e le va tio n’ s 

le ft-sid e  p o rtio n. 

 

The  no rth, sid e  e le va tio n fa c e s Co nve ntio n Pla za  a nd  c o nta ins a  to ta l o f e le ve n 

wind o w b a ys, te n o f whic h a re  simila r to  e a c h o the r (Pho to  6).  The  o nly e xc e p tio n is 

within the  fo urth a nd  fifth b a ys fro m the  rig ht sid e  whe re  a  wid e  wind o w is slig htly 

sma lle r with a  b ric k p ie r se p a ra ting  it fro m a  sma lle r wind o w (Pho to  6 und e r the  

stre e tlig ht).  At the  g ro und  flo o r a re  thre e  sto re fro nts lo c a te d  ne a re st the  no rthwe st 

b uild ing  c o rne r; the y a re  simila r to  the  p rima ry e le va tio n sto re fro nts b ut witho ut a c c e ss 

d o o rs.  The  b uild ing  g ra d e  d ro p s fro m the  we st e d g e  d o wn this e le va tio n to  the  e a st.  

The  first flo o r is e ntire ly c la d  in lime sto ne  whic h c o ntinue s fro m the  p rima ry e le va tio n.  

Sta rting  a t the  fo urth b a y fro m the  rig ht sid e  the re  is a  d e e p ly-re c e sse d  lo a d ing  d o c k, a  
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ra mp  le a d ing  d o wn into  the  b a se me nt, fo ur a d d itio na l d e e p ly-re c e sse d  lo a d ing  d o c ks, 

a nd  a no the r ra mp  whic h a llo ws e xit fro m the  b a se me nt (Pho to  6).  C lo se st to  the  

b uild ing ’ s no rthe a st c o rne r is a  p a ir o f re c ta ng ula r-c ut wind o w b a ys a nd  a  p e d e stria n 

d o o r.  Se p a ra ting  the  e nd  b a ys o f the  e le va tio n a re  simila r re c e sse d  (flute d ) b ric k d e ta il 

id e ntic a l to  the  p rima ry e le va tio n: ve rtic a lly-fra me d  b y re c e sse d  “p ila ste rs,”  the  

e le me nts a g a in g ive  the  illusio n tha t the se  b a ys a re  slig htly p ro je c ting .  While  the  rig ht 

sid e  b a ys c o nta in p a ire d  Fe ne stra  ste e l sa sh wind o ws simila r to  the  p rima ry e le va tio n 

e d g e  wind o ws o n e a c h o f the  six flo o rs, the  le ft sid e  b a y ha s no  fe ne stra tio n a nd  

e xte nd s a b o ve  the  ro o f line  into  a  p e ntho use  p ro je c tio n (Pho to  6, fa r le ft).  Be sid e s the  

a fo re me ntio ne d  wind o w b a ys a t the  no rthwe st c o rne r, e a c h flo o r c o nta ins te n 

a d d itio na l wind o w b a ys c o mp o se d  o f fo ur Fe ne stra  me ta l sa sh fra me s with multip le  

lig hts a nd  c e ntra l o p e ra to rs.  Wind o ws ha ve  lime sto ne  sills a nd  b ric k he a d e rs la id  o n 

e nd .  The  p a ra p e t a b o ve  the  se ve nth flo o r is fla t with a  te rra  c o tta  c a p .  Tie  ro d  p la te s 

a re  id e ntic a l to  the  p rima ry e le va tio n.  Fo ur wind o w b a ys a t the  se c o nd  flo o r ne a re st 

the  p rima ry e le va tio n we re  histo ric a lly infille d  with g la ss b lo c ks (Pho to  6, rig ht sid e ). 

 

At the  re a r, e a st-fa c ing  e le va tio n a re  nine  lo a d ing  d o c k b a ys with fla t a wning s a nd  a  

ro w o f tra nso ms a b o ve ; me c ha nic a l e q uip me nt is se t imme d ia te ly b e hind  the  b uild ing  

(Pho to  7).  A o ne -sto ry me c ha nic a l a d d itio n (d a te  unkno wn) is c la d  with lime sto ne  

ne a re st the  no rthe a st c o rne r.  The  b uild ing  ha s a  thre e -b a y c e ntra l p o rtio n a t the  

se c o nd  flo o r a b o ve  whic h the  b uild ing  is the n se t b a c k two  wind o w b a ys to  fo rm the  

b a se  o f the  “H.”   The se  wind o ws a nd  tho se  se t b a c k up  to  the  se ve nth flo o r a re  

c o mp rise d  o f fo ur Fe ne stra  me ta l sa sh fra me s p e r o p e ning  with multip le  lig hts a nd  

c e ntra l o p e ra to rs.  Thre e  fo urth flo o r wind o ws a re  infille d  with re c e sse d  b ric k (Pho to  8).  

Re turn wa lls whic h fa c e  no rth a nd  so uth within the  “H”  c o nta in o ne  d o ub le -wid th a nd  

o ne  fo ur-p a rt wind o w p e r flo o r; histo ric  g la ss b lo c k wind o ws a re  o n the  fo urth flo o r 

(Pho to  9).  Fla nking  the  c e ntra l o p e ning , the  b uild ing  e le va tio ns c o nta in thre e  b a ys o f 

wind o ws c o mp rise d  o f a  sing le  b a y with p a ire d  wind o w (fra me d  b y the  re c e sse d  

ve rtic a l b ric k fo und  a t the  b uild ing  e d g e s) a nd  two  b a ys with fo ur-p a rt wind o ws a t b o th 

sid e s; wind o ws a re  simila r to  tho se  a lre a d y d e sc rib e d  with two  b a ys a t the  fo urth flo o r 

(p e r sid e ) a re  infille d  with b ric k o r me ta l p a ne ls.  Wind o ws ha ve  lime sto ne  sills a nd  b ric k 

he a d e rs la id  o n e nd .  The  p a ra p e t a b o ve  the  se ve nth flo o r is fla t with a  te rra  c o tta  

c a p .  Tie  ro d  p la te s a re  id e ntic a l to  the  p rima ry e le va tio n.  At the  b uild ing  e d g e s the  

b ric k rise s a b o ve  the  ro o fline  ne a rly two  sto rie s; the se  “ to we rs”  c o nta in a  sma ll me ta l 

sa sh wind o w p e r flo o r a s we ll a s the  re c e sse d  ve rtic a l b ric k a fo re me ntio ne d .  Sma lle r, 

mo re  na rro w b a ys (so me  c o nta ining  nine -lig ht sa sh a nd  o the rs witho ut sa sh) 
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c o rre sp o nd  to  the  inte rio r sta irc a se s a nd  a c c e ss ha lls; me ta l sc re e ns c o ve r wind o w-le ss 

o p e ning s (Pho to  8, le ft sid e ). 

 

The  so uth e le va tio n fa c e s a n a lle y a nd  c o nta ins a n e le va tio n simila r to  the  no rth b ut 

with o ne  sto re fro nt ne a re st the  p rima ry e le va tio n a t the  so uthwe st c o rne r (Pho to  10, 

b o tto m le ft).  Whe re  the  no rth e le va tio n ha s two  a d d itio na l sto re fro nts the  so uth fa ç a d e  

ha s five  re c ta ng ula r-c ut wind o ws a nd  a  p e d e stria n e ntra nc e .  The se  p o rtio ns a re  c la d  

in sto ne  whic h c o ntinue s fro m the  p rima ry e le va tio n.  A to ta l o f se ve n, d e e p ly-re c e sse d  

lo a d ing  b a ys a re  a t the  first flo o r (Pho to  11).  Ne a re st the  e a st e le va tio n is a  p a ir o f 

me ta l sa sh, re c ta ng ula r-c ut wind o ws.  A to ta l o f e le ve n wind o w b a ys simila r to  the  

o the r e le va tio ns rise  up  to  the  se ve nth flo o r.  The  fo urth flo o r wind o ws a re  infille d  with 

e ithe r re c e sse d  b ric k o r g la ss b lo c k—a g a in a  histo ric  tre a tme nt.  The  p a ra p e t a b o ve  

the  se ve nth flo o r is fla t with a  te rra  c o tta  c a p .  Tie  ro d  p la te s a re  id e ntic a l to  the  

p rima ry e le va tio n.  The  we ste rnmo st wind o w b a y is fra me d  with the  ve rtic a l, re c e sse d  

b ric k.  The  so uthwe st e d g e  o f the  e le va tio n c o nta ins the  o rig ina l Mid we st Ind ustria l 

De ve lo p me nt Co mp a ny (MIDC) b ro nze  p la q ue  (Pho to  12). 

 

Visib le  in Pho to  4 a b o ve  the  b uff-c o lo re d  b ric k is a  five -sto ry re d  b ric k p e ntho use  whic h 

c o nta ins e le va to r a nd  sta ir syste ms.  The  o rig ina l inte nt o f the  o wne rs wa s to  c o nstruc t a  

muc h la rg e r b uild ing  b ut ultima te ly it wa s re d uc e d  in sc a le  a nd  c o nstruc te d  with se ve n 

finish flo o rs (a b o ve  g ro und ) with the  a b ility to  a d d  five  a d d itio na l flo o rs in the  future  to  

p ro vid e  twe lve  to ta l flo o rs (Pho to  4).  Wind o ws a re  p unc ture d  thro ug h the  b ric k 

e le va tio ns.  Ad d itio na l o ne  a nd  two -sto ry b ric k p e ntho use s rise  fro m e a c h c o rne r o f the  

ro o fline  (no  p ho to ). 

 

Inte rior 

Thro ug h the  p rima ry e le va tio n g la ss d o o rs o ne  e nte rs a n inte rio r a irlo c k with a  se c o nd  

se t o f g la ss d o o rs se t within a  g la ss wa ll (Fig ure  10 flo o rp la n a nd  Pho to  13).  An 

o rna me nta l me ta l tra nso m b a r (Fig ure  1B) sup p o rts a  g e o me tric  fra me  tra nso m 

c o mp rise d  o f a ng ula r sha p e d  g la ss (Pho to  14, rig ht sid e ).  This ve stib lue  a re a  ha s sto ne  

c la d  wa lls c ut in g e o me tric  p a tte rns whic h c re a te  tie re d  fra me s (Fig ure s 1A a nd  2B); 

within the  sid e  wa ll fra me s a re  c a st o rna me nta l p a ne ls with g rille s (Fig ure  2B) whic h 

c o rre sp o nd  to  the  a ir c irc ula tio n syste m (Pho to  14).  The  b a se  is b la c k ma rb le  while  the  

wa lls a re  c la d  in g re y ma rb le  o r Ca rtha g e  sto ne  whic h is hig hly p o lishe d .  The  c e iling  

ha s white -p a inte d  o rna me nta l p la ste r whic h ste p s b a c k to  fo rm a  tie re d  e ffe c t.  The  

flo o r ha s a  mo d e rn re p la c e me nt sta inle ss ste e l ve ne e r whic h is hig hly p o lishe d  a nd  

re fle c tive  whic h “ flo a ts”  a b o ve  the  o rig ina l te rra zzo  flo o r.  If re mo ve d , the  ve ne e r 
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wo uld  no t hurt the  te rra zzo  b e ne a th.  The  ve ne e r flo o r c o ntinue s into  the  lo ng  lo b b y 

whic h runs ha lf o f the  le ng th o f the  b uild ing  (Fig ure  7).  The  sto ne -c la d  wa lls a nd  c e iling  

a re  simila r to  the  re c e p tio n.  Mo d e rn LED ve rtic a l lig hting  a c c e nts the  wa lls.  The  lo b b y 

te rmina te s a t a  wa ll whic h c o nta ins the  o rig ina l b uild ing ’ s c a st me ta l d ire c to ry (Fig ure  

3B); thre e  e le va to r d o o rs a llo w a c c e ss to  up p e r a nd  lo we r flo o rs (Fig ure  3A).  Do o rs 

a llo w a c c e ss into  the  o ffic e s, ma inte na nc e  c lo se ts, a nd  the  wa re ho use  sp a c e .  

Othe rwise  a ll o f the  o rig ina l histo ric  fa b ric  is hig hly visib le .   
 

Fig ure  7: 1st flo o r ha ll lo o king  we st to wa rd s No rth Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd .  Orig ina l te rra zzo  flo o r is inta c t b e ne a th 

me ta l flo o r ve ne e r; ve rtic a l lig hting  is re mo va b le  b ut p ro vid e s lig ht in a n o the rwise  d a rk c o rrid o r.  So urc e : 

Ma tt Bive ns p ho to g ra p h, 2015. 

O ffic e  sp a c e s a re  mo stly ne we r re mo d e ls se t within the  o rig ina l wid e  o p e n a nd  

the re fo re  a d justa b le  inte rio r flo o rp la te s.  Within the  fro nt sto re fro nts, a  va rie ty o f ne w 

b usine sse s ha ve  mo d ifie d  the  sp a c e s to  suit the ir sp e c ific  ne e d s; so me  sp a c e s a re  

c urre ntly va c a nt (Pho to  15).  The  wa re ho use  sp a c e , a c c e sse d  b y the  no rth, e a st, a nd  

so uth e le va tio ns, ha s a  wo o d e n b lo c k flo o r (Fig ure  4B), e xp o se d  o r p a inte d  ma so nry o r 

c la y tile  wa lls, a nd  d ry wa ll p a rtitio ns (Pho to  16).  Co nc re te  c e iling s a re  e xp o se d  a s a re  

c o nc re te  struc tura l c o lumns (Fig ure  4A).  Multip le  fre ig ht e le va to rs a re  la rg e  e no ug h to  
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c a rry a n a uto mo b ile .  The  first flo o r a llo ws a c c e ss to  the  lo a d ing  d o c k a re a s; o ve rhe a d  

d o o rs a re  o rig ina l o r e a rly (Pho to  16).  The  b a se me nt a nd  sub -b a se me nt le ve ls c o nta in 

inte rio r p a rking  (Pho to  17).  Ra il tra c ks we re  lo ng -re mo ve d  a nd  c o ve re d  with a sp ha lt; 

fe w sig ns o f the ir lo c a tio n a re  still e xta nt in the  fo rm o f ra ise d  ra ils e mb e d d e d  in the  

a sp ha lt (Fig ure  8).  Fo rme r o p e ning s und e rg ro und  whic h le d  into  the  sub wa y ha ve  

re c e ntly b e e n infille d  d uring  re p a ir a nd  re c o nstruc tio n o f Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd  (Fe d e ra l 

Pro je c t No . DP-5603[602]) a nd  re mo va l o f the  e ntire  b e lo w-g ro und  tunne ls (Fig ure  9). 

 

Fig ure  8: Pho to g ra p h o f lo we r le ve l 

g ro und  sho wing  me ta l c o ve ring  o ve r 

o rig ina l ra il tra c k. So urc e : Ma tt Bive ns, 2-

2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig ure  9: Und e rg ro und  d e sig n.  So urc e : Ma ura n, Russe ll & Cro we ll d ra wing s, 1931. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ea c h flo o r a b o ve  the  first c o nta ins a  c e ntra l e le va to r a nd  sta ir lo b b y, fro m whic h the   
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The  inte rio r wa s o rig ina lly o p e n, la te r mo d ifie d , a nd  is no w d ivid e d  into  va rie d -size d  

ro o ms (Fig ure s 10-14 a nd  19-20, 22-23; a nd  Pho to  18).  Multip le  sp a c e s re ma in o p e n with 

e xp o se d  c o nstruc tio n d e ta ils inc lud ing  c o ffe re d  c o nc re te  c e iling s (Fig ure s 4A a nd  5A 

a nd  B) a nd  smo o th c o nc re te  flo o rs (so me  p a inte d  o r c a rp e te d ), c o nc re te  mushro o m 

c o lumns (Fig ure s 4A a nd  5A), b ric k/ c o nc re te  b lo c k/ c o nc re te  wa lls, a s we ll a s me ta l 

a nd  wo o d  fra me  d ivisio ns with g yp sum o r p la ste r b o a rd  wa lls (Pho to s 19 a nd  20).  The  

ma in b uild ing  ro o f sup p o rts me c ha nic a l e q uip me nt a s we ll a s a  numb e r o f e le va to r 

p e ntho use s; the  mid d le  sha ft e xte nd s five  flo o rs up wa rd  a nd  c o nta ins sta irs, e le va to rs, 

a nd  me c ha nic a l ro o ms (Pho to  4, to p  c e nte r)—the  fina l five  flo o rs we re  ne ve r 

c o nstruc te d  (Fig ure  33).  Ha lf o f the  b uild ing  is c urre ntly un-o c c up ie d  a nd  a wa iting  ne w 

te na nts. 

 

Histo ric  milita ry o c c up a tio n o c c urre d  o n flo o rs two  thro ug h five  (Fig ure s 10-14 [c urre nt] 

a nd  Fig ure s 30, 32, 33, a nd  35 [histo ric  1943-1946]).  Ba se d  o n the  a rc hite c t’ s d e sig ns, it 

a p p e a rs tha t the  b ulk o f the  wa lls we re  b uilt to  a  sp e c ific a tio n to  just und e r se ve n fe e t 

in he ig ht a nd  thus no t “p e rma ne nt”  c o nstruc tio n.  It is tho ug ht tha t the  lig hting  p la ye d  

a  ro le  in this d e c isio n; c o up le d  with the  ne c e ssity to  g e t the  fa c ility up  a nd  running  it 

se e ms p la usib le  tha t the  sp a c e s c re a te d  o n tho se  flo o rs we re  me a nt to  re ma in fle xib le  

a s ne e d s a ro se .  The  ma jo r histo ric  fa b ric  p re se nt d uring  the  p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e  a nd  

e xta nt to d a y a re  the  e xp o se d  c o nc re te  flo o rs, c o lumns, a nd  c e iling s, in a d d itio n to  the  

me ta l sa sh a nd  g la ss b lo c k wind o ws.  Skylig hts we re  a lso  use d  to  p ro vid e  e sse ntia l 

lig hting  in sp e c ific  sp a c e s.  The se  flo o rs re ta in a  se nse  o f time  a nd  sp a c e  whic h re c a lls 

the  histo ric  a c tivitie s whic h o c c urre d  the re  d e sp ite  the  re mo va l o f e q uip me nt.  On 

e a c h flo o r the re  a re  wa lls whic h c o rre sp o nd  to  the  histo ric  o c c up a nt; the re  is a lso  

histo ric  lig hting  e xta nt tha t wa s use d  b y the  U.S. Milita ry.  Cha ng e s in flo o r he ig hts a nd  

inc lusio n o f inte rna l wiring  c o nd uits le ft o ve r fro m the  milita ry o c c up a tio n a re  a lso  

e vid e nc e  o f the  histo ric  te na nt.  An e xp la na tio n o f the  histo ric  func tio n o f flo o rs two  

thro ug h five  is inc lud e d  in Se c tio n 8 b e g inning  o n p a g e  45. 

 

Inte g rity 

The  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  lo o ks muc h a s it d id  a fte r it wa s c o mp le te d  in 1932 a nd  

a s it d id  d uring  the  o c c up a tio n o f its mo st sig nific a nt histo ric  te na nt d uring  the  1940s.  

Bric k a nd  sto ne  a re  in e xc e lle nt c o nd itio n, a s is the  Art De c o  e xte rio r o rna me nta tio n.  

Sto re fro nts a re  in the ir o rig ina l lo c a tio ns with ne w g la ss ho we ve r the  fra ming  re sp e c ts 

the  o rig ina l d e sig n; up p e r sto re fro nt tra nso ms a re  o rig ina l.  The  p rima ry e ntry b a y is 

inta c t a nd  o rig ina l sig na g e  p re se rve d  und e r 1959 sig na g e ; c a st me ta l p o le s to p p e d  

with e a g le s fla nking  the  e ntry a re  o rig ina l.  Sid e  e le va tio ns still c o nta in o p e ra b le  g a ra g e  
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b a ys fo r g ro und  tra nsp o rta tio n o f g o o d s a nd  a c c e ss to  the  und e rg ro und  is a c hie ve d  

via  the  sa me  ra mp s.  Whe re  the  ra il line s o nc e  sa t is no w a n a sp ha lt p a rking  a re a ; 

ho we ve r in a re a s the  me ta l ra ils a re  visib le  und e r wo rn surfa c e .  Ne a rly a ll o f the  o rig ina l 

Fe ne stra  wind o ws a re  inta c t a nd  ma ny a re  still o p e ra b le ; g la ss b lo c k infill wa s histo ric .  

The  inte rio r is a lso  surp rising ly inta c t with Art De c o  d e ta ils a nd  ma te ria ls in e xc e lle nt 

c o nd itio n.  The  o p e n flo o r p la ns, the  o rig ina l d e sig n inte nt, a re  a lso  inta c t o n se ve ra l 

flo o rs—while  o the r flo o rs we re  b uilt-to -suit a s the  o wne rs a ntic ip a te d .  The  b uild ing  

c o ntinue s to  re fle c t its histo ric  a p p e a ra nc e  d uring  the  p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e  a nd  thus 

re ta ins inte g rity o f lo c a tio n, d e sig n, ma te ria ls, wo rkma nship , fe e ling , se tting  a nd  

a sso c ia tio n.  The  lo ss o f the  und e rg ro und  tra c ks d o e s no t ne g a tive ly imp a c t the  

inte g rity o f the  b uild ing  b e c a use  a ltho ug h ra w ma te ria ls we re  o fte n ship p e d  to  the  

sig nific a nt te na nt d uring  the  p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e  via  the  und e rg ro und , it wa s the  

histo ric a l a c tivitie s whic h to o k p la c e  within the  o c c up ie d  p o rtio n o f the  b uild ing  tha t te ll 

the  sto ry o f the  b uild ing .  In a d d itio n, the  finishe d  g o o d s, a  p ro d uc t o f the  imp o rta nt 

ind ustry within the  b uild ing , we re  ship p e d  via  g ro und  tra nsp o rta tio n b y truc ks lo a d ing  

fro m the  e xte rio r b a ys a lo ng  the  no rth a nd  so uth e le va tio ns. Ag a in, a n e xp la na tio n o f 

the  histo ric  func tio n o f flo o rs two  thro ug h five  is inc lud e d  in Se c tio n 8 b e g inning  o n 

p a g e  45. 
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Fig ure  10: 1st flo o r p la n.  So urc e : Le vine  Asso c ia te s, 2000. No t to  Sc a le . 
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Fig ure  11: 2nd  flo o r p la n.  So urc e : Le vine  Asso c ia te s, 2000. No t to  Sc a le . 
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Fig ure  12: 3rd  flo o r p la n.  So urc e : Le vine  Asso c ia te s, 2000. No t to  Sc a le .  
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Fig ure  13: 4th flo o r p la n.  So urc e : Le vine  Asso c ia te s, 2000. No t to  Sc a le . 
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Fig ure  14: 5th flo o r p la n.  So urc e : Le vine  Asso c ia te s, 2000. No t to  Sc a le . 
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Fig ure  15: Ro o f p la n.  So urc e : Le vine  Asso c ia te s, 2000. No t to  Sc a le . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Summa ry 

Co nstruc te d  in 1932, the  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  a t 700 No rth Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd  in St. 

Lo uis [Ind e p e nd e nt C ity], Misso uri, is e lig ib le  fo r lo c a l listing  in the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f 

Histo ric  Pla c e s (NRHP) und e r Crite rio n A in MILITARY a nd  INDUSTRY re la tive  to  histo ric a lly 

sig nific a nt p ro d uc tio n o f a e ro na utic a l ma p p ing  a nd  a id s to  na vig a tio n imp le me nte d  

the re  tha t d ire c tly a id e d  Allie d  a nd  Unite d  Sta te s milita ry a via tio n d uring  Wo rld  Wa r II.  

The  p ro p e rty is p rima rily sig nific a nt in the  c o nte xt o f Wo rld  Wa r II Avia tio n a s a n 

e xc e lle nt e xa mp le  o f a  “Pro d uc tio n Pla nt”  (a s id e ntifie d  b y the  Na tio na l Pa rk Se rvic e ) 

whic h wa s the  o nly o ne  in Misso uri a nd  o ne  o f a  fe w in a c tive  d uty in the  Unite d  Sta te s 

a sso c ia te d  with a via tio n ma p p ing .  The  b uild ing  is no ta b le  in a sso c ia tio n with the  

a d va nc e me nt o f p ho to g ra mme try—the  sc ie nc e  o f tra nsfe rring  d a ta  c o mp ile d  thro ug h 

a e ria l p ho to g ra p hs to  a c c ura te  c ha rts whic h we re  p ro d uc e d  he re .  Ae ro na utic a l 

Cha rts we re  ma d e  in the  b uild ing  fo r the  Unite d  Sta te s a nd  Allie d  fo rc e s b e twe e n 1943 

a nd  1946; in 1944 it wa s the  o nly Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt p la nt in the  c o untry.  Suc h c ha rts 

we re  e sse ntia l in lo c a ting  “Aid s to  Na vig a tio n”  a s we ll a s a irp o rts, runwa ys, ra d io  sig na ls, 

milita ry insta lla tio ns, re stric te d  zo ne s, a nd  stra te g ic  p o ints—witho ut the m, p ilo ts wo uld  

ha ve  flo wn b lind ly a nd  the  re sult o f the  wa r c o uld  ha ve  b e e n muc h d iffe re nt. This 

mo nume nta l, multi-sto ry b uff b ric k b uild ing  with e la b o ra te , Art De c o  lime sto ne  d e ta iling  

wa s d e sig ne d  b y the  p ro mine nt lo c a l a rc hite c tura l firm o f Ma ura n, Russe ll & Cro we ll 

a nd  b uilt b y the  Ka p la n-Mc Go wa n Co mp a ny o f St. Lo uis.  Be g un in 1931 a nd  

c o mp le te d  in 1932 a s the  ma in te rminus o f the  Illino is Te rmina l Ra ilro a d  Syste m a nd  

me a nt to  e xte nd  St. Lo uis’ s re a c h into  the  so uthwe st, the  b uild ing  p ro vid e d  “ the  mo st 

up -to -d a te  e ffic ie nt a nd  e c o no mic a l fa c ility fo r the  sto ra g e  a nd  d istrib utio n o f g o o d s”  

in the  me tro p o lita n a re a  a t the  time .  Thus, the  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  ha s a d d itio na l 

sig nific a nc e  und e r TRANSPORTATION re la tive  to  its o rig ina l a nd  lo ng -time  use  a s b o th a  

ra ilro a d  te rmina l a nd  g ro und  tra nsp o rta tio n truc k hub  fo r the  mo ve me nt a nd  tra d e  o f 

g o o d s.  The  use  o f the  b uild ing  in a sso c ia tio n with TRANSPORTATION b e g a n in 1932 a nd  

the n c o ntinue d  thro ug h the  p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e  a sso c ia te d  with the  Ae ro na utic a l 

Cha rt Divisio n; the se  a nd  o the r p hysic a l c ha ra c te ristic s (o p e n sto ra g e , e a sy mo ve me nt, 

a nd  b uild ing  stre ng th to  na me  a  fe w) d re w the  US milita ry to  o c c up y a nd  c o nve rt the  

b uild ing  fo r wa rtime  p ro d uc tio n.  The  p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e  sp a ns 1932-1946 a nd  

c o rre sp o nd s d ire c tly to  the  sta rt o f g e ne ra l tra nsp o rta tio n o p e ra tio ns within the  b uild ing  

(1932) thro ug h the  a c tive  use  o f the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  Pro je c t (1946).  
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Ba c kg round -  Rise  of the  Midwe st Te rmina l Building  

The  c o nc e p tio n o f the  no mina te d  b uild ing  wa s a  re sult o f stra te g ic  p la nning  o n b e ha lf 

o f the  Illino is Te rmina l Ra ilro a d  Syste m (ITRS) d uring  the  la tte r ha lf o f the  1920s.  The  ITRS 

wa s se e king  we stwa rd  e xp a nsio n o f its line s into  St. Lo uis a nd  c o nte mp la te d  a  ne w 

te rmina l sta tio n to  stra te g ic a lly b e  c o nstruc te d  the re .  The  ITRS b e g a n to  p urc ha se  la nd  

in St. Lo uis a lo ng  the n Mo rg a n Stre e t (la te r De lma r Bo ule va rd  a nd  the n Co nve ntio n 

Pla za ) b e twe e n 11th a nd  12th Stre e ts to  p ro vid e  a  la rg e  e no ug h site .1  In St. Lo uis, the  

C ity Pla n Co mmissio n b e g a n d isc ussio n with ITRS a nd  o ut o f the  ne g o tia tio ns ro se  the  

ne w Mid we st Ind ustria l Te rmina l Co mp a ny (MITC) whic h wo uld  o p e ra te  the  future  

te rmina l b uild ing —a  b uild ing  c o mb ining  tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  sto ra g e  o f g o o d s a s we ll a s 

fle xib le  o ffic e  sp a c e .  Me a nwhile , ITRS ma d e  p la ns to  use  a  p o rtio n o f the  g ro und  flo o r 

o f the  12-sto ry Ca rle to n Build ing  (sinc e  d e mo lishe d ) a t the  no rthwe st c o rne r o f 12th 

Stre e t a nd  Wa shing to n Ave nue  fo r a  te mp o ra ry p a sse ng e r sta tio n.2  In a d d itio n to  the  

ne w te rmina l, p la ns inc lud e d  c o nstruc tio n o f a  10-sto ry lo ft b uild ing  a t the  so uthwe st 

c o rne r o f 16th a nd  Mo rg a n Stre e ts fo ur b lo c ks we st (ne ve r c o nstruc te d ).3  As p a rt o f the  

p la n, ne w b uild ing s fo r the  St. Lo uis Sta r a nd  St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t we re  to  b e  

c o nstruc te d  no rth o f the  te rmina l a nd  “ inte rc o nne c te d ”  via  und e rg ro und  ra il line s. 

 

He a vily p ub lic ize d  b y the  o p e ra to r, the  MITC p ub lishe d  a n info rma tio na l b o o kle t 

illustra ting  the  ne w te rmina l to  b e  c o nstruc te d  a nd  illustra te d  its d istinc tive  q ua litie s 

(Fig ure  16).  The  b uild ing  wo uld  ho use  ra ilro a d  a nd  ship p ing  fa c ilitie s, p ro vid e  e ffic ie nt 

sto ra g e  a nd  d istrib utio n o f g o o d s, a s we ll a s mo d e rn, fle xib le  o ffic e  sp a c e s—ma ny a re  

inta c t to d a y.  The  first flo o r o ffe re d  c o mme rc ia l sto re  sp a c e  a lo ng  Twe lfth (la te r Tuc ke r) 

Bo ule va rd  a s we ll a s ship p ing  a nd  tra nsfe r p la tfo rms a nd  se rvic e  a c c e ss; truc k lo a d ing  

a re a s we re  inc lud e d  a t the  no rth a nd  so uth e le va tio ns und e r a  p ro te c tive  ro o f, se t 

b a c k fro m the  stre e t (Fig ure  17).   

                         

1 St. Lo uis Po st-Disp a tc h.  “ I.T.S. Co mp le te s Site  Fo r Ne w Fre ig ht Sta tio n.”   De c e mb e r 16, 1928. 
2 Ib id. 
3 Ib id.  This 10-sto ry b uild ing  d e sig ne d  b y Sa m B. Go ld ma n wa s p ro p o se d  to  c o st $750,000.  Altho ug h the re  is 

no  kno wn p hysic a l e vid e nc e  to  d a te , it is hig hly like ly tha t the  p la n wa s a b a nd o ne d  in o rd e r to  c o nstruc t 

the  no mina te d  b uild ing , a  la rg e r a nd  mo re  te c hnic a lly-a d va nc e d  b uild ing  a t 12th Stre e t a nd  Wa shing to n 

Ave nue  in 1930.  Mo st imp o rta ntly the  la tte r b uild ing  wa s d ire c tly tie d  to  ra il tra nsp o rt. 
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Fig ure  16: “ The  Ne w Mid we st Te rmina l 

Build ing , St. Lo uis.”   Mid we st Ind ustria l Te rmina l 

Co mp a ny b ro c hure  c o ve r p a g e , c irc a  1930. 

 

The  typ ic a l flo o rp la n o f the  b uild ing  

o ffe re d  a p p ro xima te ly 75,000 sq ua re  

fe e t o f flo o r sp a c e  tha t c o uld  b e  

d ivid e d  to  suit—a  c ha ra c te ristic  still 

e xta nt to d a y (Fig ure  18).  St. Lo uis 

a lre a d y a c hie ve d  sta tus a s the  

“Ga te wa y to  the  We st,”  b ut with this 

ne w te rmina l it wa s p ro p o se d  to  

b e c o me  the  “Ga te wa y to  the  

So uthwe st”  a c c o rd ing  to  its 

p ro mo te rs.4  Whe n c o mp le te d , the  

b uild ing  wo uld  b e  “a  p e rfe c t c o -

o rd ina tio n o f e ve ry ne c e ssa ry fa c ility 

fo r e c o no mic a l d istrib utio n o f 

me rc ha nd ise .” 5  

 

Se rve d  b y the  ITRS whic h e nte re d  St. 

Lo uis o ve r its o wn Mc Kinle y Brid g e , 

p hysic a l c o nne c tio ns wo uld  b e  

ma d e  b e twe e n a ll o f the  Ea ste rn, 

We ste rn, a nd  ultima te ly the  

So uthwe ste rn trunk line s e nte ring  St. Lo uis—thus ma king  the ir visio n a  re a lity.  Ship p ing  

c ha rg e s we re  d ra stic a lly re d uc e d  to  the  fla t St. Lo uis ra te s re sulting  in b uild ing  te na nts 

sa ving  a ll c a rta g e  c ha rg e s o n this c la ss o f fre ig ht.  Ge ne ra l me rc ha nd ise  wa re ho using  

a nd  d istrib utio n wo uld  b e  e ffic ie ntly o rg a nize d  p e r the  te na nt’ s p re fe re nc e  inc lud ing  

c o lla te ra l se rvic e s.6  Fina lly, the  flo o rp la n a llo we d  fo r ma ximum na tura l lig ht a nd  

a vo id e d  wa ste d  o r und e sira b le  sp a c e s with up p e r flo o rs to  p ro vid e  hig h g ra d e  o ffic e s 

a nd  d isp la y ro o ms.  

 

                         

4 Mid we st Ind ustria l Te rmina l Co mp a ny.  “ The  Ne w Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing : St. Lo uis.”   Co mp a ny 

b ro c hure , 1931. 
5 Ib id . 
6 Ib id . 
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Fig ure  17 (top rig ht): First flo o r p la n a nd  c o ve re d  

truc k lo a d ing  a re a s.  So urc e : “ The  Ne w Mid we st 

Te rmina l Build ing , St. Lo uis.”   Mid we st Ind ustria l 

Te rmina l Co mp a ny b ro c hure , c irc a  1930. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig ure  18 (bottom le ft): Typ ic a l flo o r p la n illustra ting  

the  o p e n d e sig n whic h c o uld  b e  a lte re d  to  suit 

ne e d s.  So urc e : “ The  Ne w Mid we st Te rmina l 

Build ing , St. Lo uis.”   Mid we st Ind ustria l Te rmina l 

Co mp a ny b ro c hure , c irc a  1930. 
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The  b uild ing  wo uld  b e  lo c a te d  a t o ne  o f the  “ c ho ic e st p o ints”  in the  c ity (Fig ure  19), 

imme d ia te ly no rth o f the  c e ntra l b usine ss d istric t a lo ng  the  ne wly-wid e ne d  12th Stre e t—

a c c e ssib le  b y stre e t c a r, b us, tra in, o r a uto mo b ile —a s we ll a s p ro vid e  o ve r 1,230,300 

sq ua re  fe e t o f mo d e rn flo o r sp a c e  whe n c o mp le te d .7   

 

Fig ure  19: Lo c a tio n o f 

b uild ing  in g re e n.  So urc e : 

“ The  Ne w Mid we st Te rmina l 

Build ing , St. Lo uis.”   Mid we st 

Ind ustria l Te rmina l Co mp a ny 

b ro c hure , c irc a  1930.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

7 Ib id . 



NPS Form 10-900                                                                         OMB No. 1024-001 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 

National Register of Historic Places               
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number   8       Page      29      
                                        
 

 

 

Midwest Terminal Building 
Name of Property 

St. Louis (Independent City), Missouri 
County and State 
      N/A 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

As the  b uild ing  b ro c hure  e xp la ine d : 

 

“Mo d e rn d istrib utio n me tho d s c o mp e l e q ua lly mo d e rn fa c ilitie s.  The  time  

ha s p a sse d  whe n ind ustry c a n a ffo rd  to  utilize  a ntiq ua te d  wa re ho use  

b uild ing s a nd  ina d e q ua te  tra nsp o rta tio n fa c ilitie s—hig h insura nc e  ra te s—

lo c a te d  in c o ng e ste d  o r ina c c e ssib le  d istric ts—p o o rly e q uip p e d  a s to  

e le va to rs, truc king , a nd  ship p ing  p la tfo rms—flo o r sp a c e  b a d ly a rra ng e d  

a nd  p o o rly lig hte d —in sho rt, b uild ing s whic h ha ve  b e c o me  o b so le te  e ve n 

tho ug h the y ma y still b e  struc tura lly so und .” 8 

 

The  MIDC inte nd e d  fo r the  ne w te rmina l to  e mb o d y e ve ry fe a ture  tha t e xp e rie nc e  ha d  

“p ro ve n to  b e  d e sira b le  fo r the  q uic k a nd  e c o no mic a l ha nd ling  o f me rc ha nd ise .” 9  

Wid e ne d  stre e ts c o mp le te d  in the  1920s a llo we d  fo r id e a l truc king  c o nd itio ns fo r q uic k 

g ro und  d istrib utio n o f g o o d s.  The  b uild ing  wo uld  p ro vid e  a  sig nific a nt a mo unt o f hig h-

g ra d e  o ffic e  a nd  d isp la y sp a c e  fo r the  c o nve nie nc e  o f tho se  te na nts who  p re fe rre d  to  

c o mb ine  o ffic e  a nd  sto c k ro o m und e r the  sa me  ro o f.   

 

As o rig ina lly d e sig ne d , the  ma in p o rtio n o f the  b uild ing  wa s to  b e  se t a t fifte e n sto rie s in 

he ig ht b ut with the  p e ntho use  a nd  sub te rra ne a n le ve ls it wo uld  b ring  the  to ta l he ig ht to  

nine te e n sto rie s (Fig ure  20).  De via ting  fro m the  initia l p la ns, p o te ntia lly d ue  to  

c o nstruc tio n c o sts, the  b uild ing  wa s b uilt to  ha ve  se ve n sto rie s a b o ve  g ro und  with a  

five  sto ry p e ntho use  a b o ve  to  p ro vid e  a d d itio na l flo o rs in the  future  (no t b uilt).  A 

se ve nty-five  fo o t “Alle g ha ny”  me ta l c la d  to we r c ro wning  the  struc ture  wa s e nvisio ne d  

b ut ne ve r to p p e d  the  b uild ing .  Co nstruc te d  o f ste e l fra me  a nd  re info rc e d  c o nc re te , 

the  b uild ing  wa s o rig ina lly to  b e  fa c e d  with g la ze d  b uff b ric k a nd  te rra  c o tta ; it wo uld  

ultima te ly ha ve  b uff fa c e  b ric k with lime sto ne  c la d d ing  a t the  first flo o r.  The  mo d e rnity 

o f the  d e sig n b le nd e d  se a mle ssly with the  ne w b uild ing s a lre a d y und e r c o nstruc tio n o r 

p la nne d  fo r the  St. Lo uis Sta r a nd  St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t ne wsp a p e r c o mp a nie s, 

whic h sa t just no rth o f the  site . 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

8 Ib id . 
9 Ib id . 



NPS Form 10-900                                                                         OMB No. 1024-001 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 

National Register of Historic Places               
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number   8       Page      30      
                                        
 

 

 

Midwest Terminal Building 
Name of Property 

St. Louis (Independent City), Missouri 
County and State 
      N/A 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  20: Orig ina l d e sig n o f 

the  b uild ing .  So urc e : The  

p ro p o se d  “ Mid we st 

Te rmina l Build ing ,”  St. Lo uis.  

Co mp a ny b ro c hure , c irc a  

1930.  

 

De mo litio n o f the  o ld  

sta tio n a nd  o the r 

e xta nt b uild ing s 

b e g a n in Aug ust a nd  

Se p te mb e r o f 1930 

(Fig ure  21) a nd  

c o ntinue d  into  the  

e a rly mo nths o f 1931.10  

The n o n Ap ril 24, 1931, 

a  c o nstruc tio n p e rmit 

wa s issue d  to  p a re nt 

c o mp a ny MIDC 

(Mid we st Ind ustria l De ve lo p me nt Co mp a ny) fo r a  nine te e n-sto ry b ric k o ffic e  b uild ing  

e stima te d  to  c o st $3,100,000.11  The  p la n to  c o nstruc t a  sub wa y, surfa c e  a nd  e le va te d  

tra c ks in c o njunc tio n with se ve ra l ma ssive  b uild ing s inc lud ing  a  te rmina l, wa re ho use , 

a nd  o the r struc ture s wa s imp le me nte d .   Und e rg ro und  wo rk c o mme nc e d  imme d ia te ly 

while  the  e le va te d  a nd  surfa c e  p o rtio ns o f the  ne w tra nsit line  we re  c o mp le te d  a he a d  

o f sc he d ule  a nd  p la c e d  in o p e ra tio n in June  o f 1931; a b o ut o ne -ha lf o f the  sub wa y 

wa s finishe d  a nd  und e r ro o f a t the  e nd  o f the  mo nth.12  Muc h o f the  d ig g ing  wa s 

c o mp le te d  b y ha nd  a nd  c o nstruc tio n to o k time  b ut b y July, a nd  in ta nd e m with the  

tra c k wo rk, p ro g re ss o n the  ne w MIDC “unive rsa l wa re ho use ”  wa s a d va nc ing  ste a d ily 

with g e ne ra l c o ntra c ting  o ve rse e n b y the  Se ld e n-Bre c k Co nstruc tio n Co mp a ny (St. 

Lo uis, Lo uisville , Oma ha ); c o sts we re  no w re a sse sse d  a t a p p ro xima te ly $5 millio n.13  

Pa rtia l se c tio ns o f ste e l fra me wo rk b e g inning  thirty fe e t b e lo w g ra d e  (Fig ure  22) 

sp a nne d  the  sub wa y.  Whe n o p e ra tio na l, fre ig ht re c e ive d  a t the  lo we st le ve l wo uld  b e  

imme d ia te ly unlo a d e d  a nd  lifte d  b y e le va to rs (still e xta nt) a nd  c o nve yo rs (sinc e  
                         

10 C ity o f St. Lo uis Build ing  Divisio n.  Build ing  Pe rmit # F9347 issue d  9-25-1930. Pe rmit wa s issue d  to  site  

re p re se nta tive  B. Ad a ms. 
11 Ib id .  Build ing  Pe rmit #  G1330 issue d  4-24-1931.  
12 Hug h C . Se xto n.  “ Ne w Illino is Te rmina l Sub wa y Ha lf-Ro o fe d , Cut Ne a rly Finishe d .”   St. Lo uis Glo b e -

De mo c ra t. “ Pro g re ss.”   July 12, 1931, re a l e sta te  se c tio n, p a g e  1. 
13 Ib id .   
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re mo ve d ) to  up p e r flo o rs o f the  b uild ing  fo r sto ra g e ; o the r fre ig ht sc he d ule d  fo r d e live ry 

wo uld  b e  se nt to  g ro und  le ve l lo a d ing  d o c ks fo r truc k d istrib utio n (still e xta nt a nd  

utilize d  to d a y).14 

 

Fig ure  21: Pho to g ra p h o f site  sta nd ing  o n Luc a s Ave nue  b e twe e n 12th a nd  11th Stre e ts fa c ing  no rth, Aug ust 

21, 1930.  The  e xp o se d  fo und a tio n is a  p o rtio n o f the  fo rme r fre ig ht ho use .  So urc e : Co lle c tio n o f Da le  

Je nkins, Illino is Tra c tio n So c ie ty. 

 

                         

14 Ib id .   
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Fig ure  22: Pho to g ra p h o f b uild ing  c o nstruc tio n site  fa c ing  so uthwe st to wa rd s Wa shing to n Ave nue  a nd  12th 

Stre e t with ste e l fra me wo rk o f the  te rmina l b uild ing  ra ise d  a b o ve  g ro und  o n July 4, 1931 (to p ).  At the  fa r 

le ft sid e  is the  Ca rle to n Build ing  (sinc e  d e mo lishe d ) a nd  to  its rig ht is the  Fe rg uso n-Mc Kinne y Dry Go o d s 

Sto re  a nd  Wa re ho use  (NR liste d  Wa shing to n Ave nue  Histo ric  Distric t 2-12-1987).  The  sma lle r ima g e  a t the  

b o tto m le ft sho ws the  me n who m sunk d o wn b e lo w surfa c e  to  ha nd  d ig  the  p ie rs fo r the  struc tura l c o lumns.  

So urc e : TOP-Co lle c tio n o f Da le  Je nkins, Illino is Tra c tio n So c ie ty; BOTTOM-Co lle c tio n o f Misso uri Histo ric a l 

So c ie ty. 

 

 

 

 

 

Me a nwhile , the  Ind ustria l Bure a u o f the  Ind ustria l C lub  o f St. Lo uis (IBIC) e mp ha size d  the  

imp a c t o f the  ne w te rmina l b uild ing .  Re c a p p ing  the  Ma y 1931 na tio na l p ub lic a tio n 

a nno unc e me nts o f the  p ro je c t in Tra ffic  Wo rld , Sa le s Ma na g e me nt, a nd  Adve rtising  & 

Se lling , IBIC  to ute d  the  p ro je c t a s “St. Lo uis’ s La te st Fa c ility fo r Me rc ha nd ise  

Distrib utio n.” 15  IBIC  e xc la ime d  tha t the  te rmina l wa s the  id e a l he a d q ua rte rs fo r 

                         

15 Ind ustria l Bure a u o f the  Ind ustria l C lub  o f St. Lo uis.  “ The  Ne w Ind ustria l Te rmina l Build ing .”   (St. Lo uis: 

Ind ustria l C lub , 1931). Pub lishe d  a d ve rtising . 
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me rc ha nd ise  d isse mina tio n thro ug ho ut the  “who le  mid -we st te rrito ry”  a s we ll a s b e ing  

a  p ro vid e r to  the  o ffic ia l o p e ning  o f a n ind ustria l te rrito ry “no t he re to fo re  se rve d  b y ra il 

tra nsp o rta tio n.” 16 

 

On Sund a y mo rning , Se p te mb e r 27, 1931, Illino is Te rmina l Ra ilro a d  Co mp a ny Vic e -

Pre sid e nt A. P. Titus a nno unc e d  tha t the  Illino is Te rmina l b uild ing  p ro je c ts we re  g o ing  

fo rwa rd  a s p la nne d  with two  o f the  b uild ing s e xp e c te d  to  b e  c o mp le te d  b y June  o f 

1932.17  De mo litio n o f the  Ca rle to n Build ing  a t Twe lfth Bo ule va rd  a nd  Wa shing to n 

Ave nue  wa s no w und e rwa y with o nly six flo o rs le ft to  re mo ve .  Me a nwhile , the  sub wa y 

wa s c o mp le te ly und e r ro o f a nd  the  ste e l fra me wo rk o f the  no mina te d  b uild ing  wa s 

who lly c o mp le te d  to  o ne  flo o r a b o ve  stre e t le ve l.      Co nstruc tio n c o ntinue d  thro ug h 

la te  No ve mb e r o f 1931, with g re a t p ro g re ss o n the  sub struc ture  fo r the  St. Lo uis Sta r 

Build ing , c o ntinue d  struc tura l wo rk o n the  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing , a s we ll a s ste e l 

d e c king  fo r Mo rg a n a nd  Fra nklin Stre e ts.18     

 

By De c e mb e r o f 1931 ne ws o f the  ma ssive  p ro je c t fille d  the  na tio na l p a p e rs.  Disc ussing  

the  g e ne ra l fina nc ia l whe re witha l o f the  No rth Ame ric a n Lig ht & Po we r Co mp a ny 

(NALPC) a s we ll a s its a c tive  p ro je c ts the n und e r wa y, the  Wa ll Stre e t Jo urna l fo c use d  in 

o n St. Lo uis a nd  the  e ffo rts o f the  NALPC sub sid ia ry, the  Illino is Te rmina l Ra ilro a d  

Co mp a ny (ITRC).19  ITRC ’ s ra ilro a d  p o rtio n o f the  d e ve lo p me nt wa s p ro g re ssing  ra p id ly 

with b o th the  e le va te d  a nd  sub wa y p o rtio ns ne a r c o mp le te  a nd  a  ne w inte rc ha ng e  

ya rd  fo r the  Te rmina l Ra ilro a d  Asso c ia tio n o f St. Lo uis in the  wo rks.  Me a nwhile , 

c o nstruc tio n o f the  no mina te d  b uild ing  c o ntinue d .  Also  re la te d  to  the  p ro je c t, a  tra c k 

ya rd  with the  c a p a c ity to  se rve  sixty tra in c a rs wa s b e ing  b uilt in the  c e nte r o f the  

fre ig ht p ro d uc ing  a re a  (lo c a tio n c urre ntly unkno wn b ut like ly just no rth a nd  slig htly we st 

o f the  site ), a ttra c ting  se ve ra l ne w ind ustrie s to  lo c a te  ne a r the  te rmina l.20 

 

                         

16 Ib id .   
17 St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t, Se p te mb e r 27, 1931.  Re a l Esta te  se c tio n, p a g e  1. 
18 Ib id .   “ Sta r Build ing  Co nstruc tio n, Churc h a nd  Pa rish Build ing s Co mp le te d .”   No ve mb e r 22, 1931, se c tio n 

4, p a g e  1. Pa id  fo r b y the  Mid we st Ind ustria l De ve lo p me nt Co mp a ny, the  fo urth a nd  fina l b uild ing  to  b e  

se rve d  b y the  ITC wa s le a se d  to  the  St. Lo uis Sta r with a c c e ss to  the  und e rg ro und  tunne ls in o rd e r to  

re c e ive  ne wsp rint sup p ly.  The  Sta r Build ing  wa s e stima te d  to  c o st $1,500,000 with e q uip me nt; a rc hite c t 

Fra nk D. Cha se , Inc . o f Chic a g o  p la nne d  five  sto rie s with 120 fe e t a lo ng  Hig h Stre e t b y 168 fe e t a lo ng  

Mo rg a n Stre e t. 
19 Wa ll Stre e t Jo urna l.  “ N.A.L. & P. Wo rk o n Sc he d ule : Co nstruc tio n o n Va rio us Pro je c ts to  b e  Co mp le te d  in 

Ac c o rd a nc e  with  Pro g ra m.”   De c e mb e r 2, 1931, p a g e  6, fro m Chic a g o  Bure a u. 
20 Ib id .   
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On Sund a y mo rning , Fe b rua ry 7, 1932, the  St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t a nno unc e d  

c o nstruc tio n sta tus o f the  b uild ing s a nd  two  stre e ts o ve r a  sub wa y. 21  Re p o rte r Ed wa rd  

C . Sc hne id e r e xc la ime d  “Mid we st Build ing  no w Fo ur Flo o rs Ab o ve  Stre e t Le ve l!”   

Sc hne id e r e xp la ine d  tha t the  c o nc re te  wo rk o n the  b uild ing  ha d  b e e n c o mp le te d  up  

to  the  fo ur a b o ve -g ro und  flo o rs, with thre e  a d d itio na l to  fo llo w.22  Ac c o rd ing ly, the  

c a isso n wo rk wa s c o mme nc ing  o n its siste r b uild ing  a t the  no rthe a st c o rne r o f 

Wa shing to n Ave nue  a nd  Hig h Stre e t23 (no w Tuc ke r Blvd .), the  No rth Ame ric a n Build ing  

(NAB-na me d  fo r the  No rth Ame ric a n Co mp a ny, a  ho ld ing  c o nc e rn o f the  ITRC)—whic h 

wa s p la nne d  a s the  Illino is Te rmina l p a sse ng e r sta tio n a s we ll a s a n o ffic e .  The  NAB wa s 

p la nne d  to  re a c h twe nty flo o rs a nd  its fo und a tio ns we re  b uilt with this in mind .24  Wo rk 

o n the  ne a rb y St. Lo uis Sta r Build ing  inc lud e d  a  ste e l sub struc ture  a t the  no rthe a st 

c o rne r o f Hig h a nd  Mo rg a n Stre e ts.  The  Illino is Te rmina l tra ins we re  a b le  to  g o  within a  

sho rt d ista nc e  o f wha t wo uld  b e  the  so uthe rn te rminus a t Hig h Stre e t (no w Tuc ke r Blvd .) 

a nd  Wa shing to n Ave nue ; p a ssing  o ve r the  e le va te d  a nd  surfa c e  syste ms o f the  ra ilro a d  

so uthwa rd  fro m the  Mc Kinle y Brid g e , tra ins we re  a b le  to  g o  und e rg ro und  a t Ca ss 

Ave nue  a nd  c o ntinue  b e ne a th Hig h Stre e t.25  (Fig ure  23)  Wo rk c o ntinue d  fo r we e ks o n 

the  ne w b uild ing  a nd  the  up p e r fra ming  wa s ne a rly finishe d  in e a rly 1932 (Fig ure  24). 

 

Fig ure  23: Site  p la n sho wing  tra c ks a nd  a sso c ia te d  b uild ing s a nd  stre e ts d uring  the  histo ric  use .  So urc e : 

Illino is Tra c tio n So c ie ty Flye r, Sp ring  2010, p a g e s 30-31.  Build ing  is id e ntifie d  with d o tte d  line  a t le ft sid e . 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

21 Ed wa rd  C . Sc hne id e r.  “ Mid we st Build ing  no w Fo ur Flo o rs Ab o ve  Stre e t Le ve l! Wo rk o n No rth Ame ric a n 

a nd  Sta r Struc ture s Go ing  Fo rwa rd .”  St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  Fe b rua ry 7, 1932, se c tio n 6, p a g e  1. 
22 Ib id .   
23 Stre e ts in the  sub je c t a re a  ha ve d  c ha ng e d  na me s d uring  the  d e ve lo p me nt p ha se s a nd  inc lud e : o rig ina l 

na me , c ha ng e d  na me , 2010 na me  a s fo llo ws: Hig h Stre e t, 12th Stre e t, Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd ; 12th Stre e t, Ha d le y 

Stre e t, Ha d le y Stre e t; Mo rg a n Stre e t, De lma r Bo ule va rd , Co nve ntio n Pla za ; Fra nklin Ave nue , Fra nklin 

Ave nue , Ma rtin Luthe r King  Drive ; Wa sh Stre e t, Co le  Stre e t, Co le  Stre e t. 
24 Ed wa rd  C . Sc hne id e r.  The  NAB wa s to ute d  a s the  first b uild ing  in the  c ity in whic h it wa s p la nne d  to  

p ro vid e  a n “ e le c tric a lly p o we re d  a p p a ra tus”  to  p ro vid e  the  ENTIRE b uild ing  with c o o le d  a ir.  This wo uld  

re q uire  the  wind o ws to  b e  fixe d  in p la c e  fo r b e st re sults. 
25 Ib id . 
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Fig ure  24: Pho to g ra p h o f c o nstruc tio n, 1932. So urc e : Co lle c tio n o f Da le  Je nkins, Illino is Tra c tio n So c ie ty. 

 

Thre e  mo nths la te r, o n Ma y 29, 1932 lo c a l ne wsp a p e rs a nno unc e d  tha t the  b ric kwo rk 

fo r the  ne w Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  wa s c o mp le te d  up  to  se ve n sto rie s a b o ve  

g ro und  a nd  c o nstruc tio n o f a  five -sto ry p e ntho use  wa s und e r wa y.26  By Se p te mb e r the  

b uild ing  wa s c o mp le te d  a nd  p la c e d  in se rvic e  (Fig ure  25).  Se ve ra l mo nths la te r, o n 

Sund a y mo rning , Oc to b e r 16, 1932 the  St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t a nno unc e d  “ I.T.S. 

Pla ns Mo ving  Offic e s to  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing .”   The n o c c up ying  a b o ut 8,000 

sq ua re  fe e t within the  ne a rb y She ll Build ing  (NR 6-9-2015), p e rma ne nt o ffic e s fo r the  ITRS 

wo uld  e xp a nd  to  inc lud e  30,000 to  35,000 sq ua re  fe e t o f sp a c e  a lo ng  the  so uth-fa c ing  

wa ll o n the  sixth flo o r.27 

 
                         

26 St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  Ma y 29, 1932, Re a l Esta te  se c tio n, p a g e  1. 
27 Ed wa rd  C . Sc hne id e r. 



NPS Form 10-900                                                                         OMB No. 1024-001 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 

National Register of Historic Places               
Continuation Sheet 
 
Section number   8       Page      36      
                                        
 

 

 

Midwest Terminal Building 
Name of Property 

St. Louis (Independent City), Missouri 
County and State 
      N/A 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

Fig ure  25: Pho to g ra p hs o f c o mp le te d  c o nstruc tio n, 1932.  The  la rg e r ima g e  is the  p rima ry e le va tio n; the  

sma lle r ima g e  is the  re a r, e a st e le va tio n (le ft sid e ) with a  p o rtio n o f the  no rth e le va tio n (rig ht sid e ).  So urc e : 

Co lle c tio n o f Da le  Je nkins, Illino is Tra c tio n So c ie ty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre p a ra tio ns we re  e xte nsive  in o rd e r to  c o nve rt the  fo rme r ra w wa re ho use  sp a c e  into  

o ffic e s a nd  the  mo ve  wa s sc he d ule d  a fte r the  first o f the  ye a r.  Co nstruc tio n o n a  

te mp o ra ry p a sse ng e r sta tio n fo r the  Illino is Te rmina l o n the  g ro und  flo o r in a d d itio n to  

o ne  b e lo w the  g ro und  wa s in p ro g re ss a nd  e xp e c te d  to  b e  c o mp le te  b y No ve mb e r o f 

1932.28  Just no rth o f the  ma in e ntra nc e  a lo ng  Twe lfth Stre e t (no w Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd ) 

wo uld  b e  the  tic ke t o ffic e  a nd  wa iting  ro o m (sp a c e  is e xta nt c o mme rc ia l sp a c e  with 

                         

28 Ib id . 
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b e nc he s a nd  tic ke t c o unte r sinc e  re mo ve d ).  A sta irwa y a llo wing  p a sse ng e rs to  

d e sc e nd  fro m the  wa iting  ro o m to  thre e  tra c ks b e lo w g ro und  wa s in p ro g re ss; use  o f a n 

inte rio r e le va to r wo uld  a lso  a ssist p a sse ng e r mo ve me nt.  Co me  Mo nd a y mo rning , 

Oc to b e r 17, 1932, it wa s d e c la re d  tha t the  fre ig ht sta tio n wo uld  b e  o p e n.  The n 

o c c up ying  the  b uild ing  wa s the  Ge ne ra l Ele c tric  Co mp a ny se rvic ing  d e p a rtme nt a nd  

wa re ho use  (using  a b o ut ha lf o f the  se c o nd  flo o r a nd  the  R. G . Dunn Co mp a ny, a  

na tio na l c o mme rc ia l ra ting  o rg a niza tio n.29  During  the  b e g inning , b us line s ma nne d  

o ffic e s a s we ll a s tra nsp o rta tio n links a t the  b uild ing  a nd  inc lud e d  Ce ntra l Bus De p o t, 

Gre a t Ea ste rn Sta g e s, Ja c kso nville  Bus Line s, a nd  Mo ha wk Sta g e s.30 

  

In De c e mb e r o f 1932, Unio n Ele c tric  (UE) Ma g a zine  p ub lishe d  a  sho rt re p o rt e ntitle d  

“Mo d e rn Distrib utio n Me tho d s De ma nd  Mo d e rn Fa c ilitie s”  in whic h it to ute d  the  ne w 

Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing .31  Use d  first a s a  me a ns to  a d ve rtise  itse lf sinc e  UE wa s 

ultima te ly sup p lying  the  ste a m he a t to  the  b uild ing , UE’ s ind ustria l sa le s e ng ine e r 

e xa g g e ra te d  the  influe nc e  o f the  b uild ing .  Exp la ining  tha t the  MIDC “e re c te d  a t its 

te rminus in St. Lo uis a n ind ustria l te rmina l b uild ing  in whic h is e mb o d ie d  e ve ry fe a ture  

tha t e xp e rie nc e  ha s p ro ve d  to  b e  d e sira b le  fo r the  q uic k a nd  e c o no mic a l ha nd ling  o f 

me rc ha nd ise ,”  the  a utho r c o ntinue d  to  sa y tha t the  b uild ing  c o nta ine d  a  re a so na b le  

a mo unt o f “d e sira b le ”  o ffic e  a nd  d isp la y sp a c e  c a te re d  to  tho se  te na nts who  

p re fe rre d  to  c o mb ine  o ffic e  a nd  sto c k ro o m und e r the  sa me  ro o f witho ut sa c rific ing  

lo c a tio n o r suita b le  se rvic e  to  the  tra d e .32  The  “b uild -to -suit”  d e sig n o f the  flo o rp la te s 

a llo we d  stre a mline d  mo d ific a tio n o f sp a c e s to  suit p re se nt a nd  future  ne e d s o f the  

te na nts; the se  fe a ture s a re  e xta nt to d a y.  To  furthe r e mp ha size  its e ffic ie nt ha nd ling  o f 

me rc ha nd ise , the  a utho r p lug g e d  the  c o ve re d  lo a d ing  fa c ilitie s (still e xta nt) o n thre e  

sid e s o f the  b uild ing  thus e limina ting  a ny c o ng e stio n o f truc ks c o ming  a nd  g o ing .  

Pho to g ra p hs o f the  e xte rio r a nd  the  ste a m e q uip me nt we re  p ro vid e d  (Fig ure  26). 

 

In 1935, flo o rs two  thro ug h fo ur we re  va c a nt; the  sixth flo o r ho use d  the  g e ne ra l o ffic e s 

o f the  Illino is Te rmina l Ra ilro a d  Syste m (the  fre ig ht o ffic e  a nd  sle e p ing  c a r d e p a rtme nt 

wa s a c c e sse d  via  Luc a s) in a d d itio n to  Ha ug hto n Ele va to r & Ma c hine  Co mp a ny 

                         

29 Ib id .  O ffic ia l ne ws o f the  c o ntra c t le t to  the  Sto ne  & We b e r Eng ine e ring  Co rp o ra tio n fo r the  c o nstruc tio n 

sup e rvisio n fo r the  c o mp le tio n o f the  b uild ing  to  b e  le a se d  to  the  Sta r-Chro nic le  Pub lishing  Co mp a ny (St. 

Lo uis Sta r a nd  Time s) sp re a d  to  Ne w Yo rk.  Ne w Yo rk Time s.  “ Sto ne  & We b e r Co ntra c t.”   Se p te mb e r 20, 

1933, p a g e  3. 
30 Go uld’ s St. Lo uis Dire c to ry. 1932-1935. 
31 Unio n Ele c tric  Lig ht a nd  Po we r Co mp a ny. Unio n Ele c tric  Ma g a zine .  “ The  Ne w Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing : 

Mo d e rn Distrib utio n Me tho d s De ma nd  Mo d e rn Fa c ilitie s.”   De c e mb e r, 1932, p a g e s 12-13. 
32 Ib id . 
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(o rig ina l 601), Juve nile  Sho e  Co rp o ra tio n o f Ame ric a  (o rig ina l 603), Ke lvina to r Sa le s 

Co rp o ra tio n (o rig ina l 604), Ana c o nd a  Wire  & Ca b le  Co mp a ny (o rig ina l 606), Mo und  

C ity Che mic a l Co mp a ny (o rig ina l 608), a nd  me rc a ntile  c o mp a ny Dun & Bra d stre e t 

(o rig ina l 610).33  While  mo stly va c a nt, the  se ve nth flo o r ho use d  the  Te rmina l C le a ne rs 

(o rig ina l 715) while  the  fifth p ro vid e d  

fa c to ry sp a c e  fo r Ed iso n Bro the rs Sho e  

Co mp a ny.  The  Ce ntra l Te rmina l Co mp a ny 

p a rking  g a ra g e  wa s a c c e sse d  a lo ng  

De lma r (ra mp s e xta nt to d a y); Willia m 

Ma c k o p e ra te d  a  tra nsfe r c o mp a ny fro m 

the  De lma r sid e .34 

 

Thre e  ye a rs la te r in 1938, ma ny o f the  

e a rlie r te na nts re ma ine d  in the  b uild ing  

a nd  sha re d  the  site  with He rshe y 

Cho c o la te , Unio n Ne ws Co mp a ny, a nd  

Pra tt & Whitne y (o rig ina l 613); the  se ve nth 

flo o r wa s va c a te d .35  Co mp a nie s 

a sso c ia te d  with tra nsfe rring  g o o d s 

re ma ine d  a nd  thrive d . 

 

Fig ure  26: Rig ht sid e  is the  p rima ry e ntra nc e , 

c lo c kwise  b o tto m is vie w o f ste a m e q uip me nt, the n 

e xte rio r vie w lo o king  no rthe a st.  So urc e : Unio n 

Ele c tric  Lig ht a nd  Po we r Co mp a ny. Unio n Ele c tric  

Ma g a zine .  “ The  Ne w Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing : 

Mo d e rn Distrib utio n Me tho d s De ma nd  Mo d e rn 

Fa c ilitie s.”   De c e mb e r, 1932, p a g e s 12-13.  Ea g le  

p o le s a re  e xta nt to d a y; the  o rig ina l ITS na me  is a lso  

inta c t b e hind  the  1959 St. Lo uis G lo b e -De mo c ra t 

sig n a b o ve  the  e ntry. 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

33 Go uld’ s St. Lo uis Dire c to ry. 1935. 
34 Go uld’ s St. Lo uis Dire c to ry. 1935.. 
35 Go uld’ s St. Lo uis Dire c to ry.. 1938. 
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The  sa me  wa s true  in the  b uild ing  into  the  e a rly 1940s, a nd  ma ny ne w te na nts jo ine d , 

inc lud ing  Owe ns-Illino is Ca n Co mp a ny, Ga rlo c k Pa c king  Co mp a ny, Minne so ta  Mining  

& Ma nufa c turing  Co mp a ny, a nd  Be nd ix-We sting ho use  Auto mo tive  Air Bra ke  

Co mp a ny.36  The  b uild ing  c o ntinue d  to  func tio n a s a  tra nsfe r a nd  fo rwa rd ing  c e nte r fo r 

g o o d s a nd  wa re ho using  a nd  wa s a  little  o ve r ha lf-o c c up ie d .  Co mp a nie s suc h a s the  

Ind ustria l Tra nsfe r & Fo rwa rd ing  Co mp a ny, Ce ntra l Te rmina l Co mp a ny, the  Inte rna tio na l 

Ca rlo a d ing  Co mp a ny, a nd  the  Inte rna tio na l Fo rwa rd ing  Co mp a ny o f Illino is fo und  the  

fa c ility’ s g ro und  lo a d ing  truc k b a ys, multip le  he a vy fre ig ht e le va to rs, a nd  va st o p e n 

inte rio r sto ra g e  sp a c e s unma tc he d  e lse whe re  in the  me tro p o lita n a re a .37  Prio r to  the  

o nse t o f a  Se c o nd  Wo rld  Wa r, this a nd  se ve ra l o the r lo c a l b uild ing s d re w the  a tte ntio n 

o f the  Unite d  Sta te s milita ry a s p ro d uc tio n site s.  This b uild ing  in p a rtic ula r c o mb ine d  

p ro d uc tio n with tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  sto ra g e  c a p a b ilitie s a nd  wo uld  so o n b e  c ho se n a s 

the  c e nte r o f sup p o rt fo r the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  Pro g ra m d uring  the  Wa r.  

Be g inning  in 1943, the  p rima ry histo ric  o c c up a nt a sso c ia te d  with the  p e rio d  o f 

sig nific a nc e , o c c up ie d  flo o rs two  thro ug h five .  

 

Ba c kg round – St. Louis Pre pa re s for Wa r 

Anno unc e me nt tha t the  Ja p a ne se  ha d  b o mb e d  Pe a rl Ha rb o r o n De c e mb e r 7, 1941 

sig na le d  tha t the  Unite d  Sta te s wa s a b o ut to  e nte r Wo rld  Wa r II.  Altho ug h no t a c tive ly 

e ng a g e d  in the  wa r until tha t time , Ame ric a  initia te d  mo b iliza tio n b e g inning  in 1939.38  

Mo b iliza tio n in the  fo rm o f p re p a re d ne ss (1939-1941) a nd  wa rtime  (1942-1945) re sulte d  

in multip le  St. Lo uis c o mp a nie s c o nve rting  the ir p la nts fo r milita ry p ro d uc tio n.  Ma ny o f 

the se  ma nufa c turing  fa c ilitie s we re  a d a p te d  d uring  1939 to  p ro vid e  sup p o rt fo r the  

Allie d  fo rc e s: the  Curtiss-Wrig ht Ae ro p la ne  p la nt (Na tio na l Re g iste r p e nd ing ) ha d  b e e n 

c hurning  o ut fig hte r p la ne s, c a r c o mp a nie s mo b ilize d  to  p ro d uc e  ta nks, c lo thing  

c o mp a nie s c o nve rte d  to  ma ke  milita ry unifo rms, sto ve  c o mp a nie s b e g a n ma king  

b o mb  she lls, a nd  ma ny lo c a l b uild ing s we re  o c c up ie d  a s b ra nc h o ffic e s fo r milita ry 

d e p a rtme nts.39  While  e xisting  fa c ilitie s o ffe re d  the  b e st o p p o rtunity fo r c o nve rsio n, 

ma ny p la nts we re  e xp a nd e d  a nd  ma ny ne w o ne s we re  c o nstruc te d .  Se ve ra l o f the se  

lo c a l p la nts b e ne fite d  fro m g o ve rnme nt inc e ntive s fo r b uild ing , e xp a nd ing , a nd  

                         

36 Go uld’ s St. Lo uis Dire c to ry. 1938-1942. 
37 Ib id . 
38 Ma ury Kle in.  “ A Ca ll to  Arms: Mo b ilizing  Ame ric a  fo r Wo rld  Wa r II.”   (Ne w Yo rk: Blo o msb ury Pre ss, 2013). 

Ele c tro nic  ve rsio n, July 2013, p a g e  10. 
39 Burne tt, Be tty.  “ St. Lo uis a t Wa r: The  Sto ry o f a  C ity, 1941-1945.”   (St. Lo uis: The  Pa tric e  Pre ss, 1987), g e ne ra l 

ind e x illustra ting  the  c o mp a ny invo lve me nt. 
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c o nve rting  the ir fa c to rie s a s we ll a s fo r p ro d uc ing  wa r g o o d s.40  The  Mid we st Te rmina l 

Build ing , c e ntra lly lo c a te d  in d o wnto wn St. Lo uis a nd  with imme d ia te  a c c e ss to  ra il a nd  

g ro und  tra nsp o rta tio n (a s we ll a s b e ing  in c lo se  p ro ximity to  rive r tra ffic ), wa s a n 

e xc e lle nt c a nd id a te  fo r ho using  wa rtime  o p e ra tio ns.  On the  ve rg e  o f a  se c o nd  wo rld  

wa r, d e p a rtme nts o f the  Unite d  Sta te s milita ry b e g a n to  o c c up y flo o rs o f se ve ra l 

d o wnto wn b uild ing s in 1941-1942.41  It wa s just a  ma tte r o f time  a nd  the  Mid we st 

Te rmina l Build ing  d re w the  a tte ntio n o f the  Unite d  Sta te s milita ry in e a rly 1942.  It wa s 

he re  tha t the  Army-Air Fo rc e s se t up  sho p  to  ho use  o ne  o f its mo re  sig nific a nt d ivisio ns—

wha t wo uld  b e c o me  the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  Pro g ra m b e g inning  in 1943. 

 

Unite d Sta te s Army- Air Forc e s Oc c upy the  Midwe st Te rmina l Building  (1942- 1946) 

Cre a te d  in 1941 to  p ro vid e  the  a ir a rm o f the  Unite d  Sta te s milita ry g re a te r a uto no my, 

the  c o mb ine d  Army-Air Fo rc e s (AAF) wa s a c tive  d uring  a nd  imme d ia te ly fo llo wing  

Wo rld  Wa r II (WWII).42  A c o mp o ne nt o f the  Unite d  Sta te s Army, the  AAF a d ministe re d  a ll 

p a rts o f milita ry a via tio n, inc lud ing  b ut no t limite d  to  c o ntro lling  insta lla tio ns, sup p o rting  

p e rso nne l, a nd  c re a ting  visua l a id s fo r p ilo ts a nd  g ro und  tro o p s.  With the  o nse t o f WWII 

a nd  the  inc re a se  o f a rme d  a ir fo rc e s, a e ro na utic a l c ha rts sho wing  te rra in, milita ry 

insta lla tio ns, ha za rd s, flig ht p a ths, a nd  g e ne ra l re stric te d  info rma tio n b e c a me  e sse ntia l 

in o rd e r to  c o mp le te  e ffe c tive  missio ns a nd  ultima te ly suc c e e d  in b a ttle .  This se rvic e  

ultima te ly e vo lve d  into  the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  Pro je c t (ACMP) in 1941.   

 

Ae ro na utic a l c ha rt p ro d uc tio n d uring  the  e a rly 1940s re q uire d  c o nsta nt up d a ting  a nd  

re p rinting  a s ne w a irfie ld s, na vig a tio na l a id s, ra d io s, sig na ls, a nd  o the r milita ry 

insta lla tio ns re q uire d  a c c ura c y.43  With AAF ma in he a d q ua rte rs in Wa shing to n, D.C . a nd  

five  re g io na l o ffic e s in Atla nta , Ge o rg ia ; Sa n Anto nio , Te xa s; a nd  Oa kla nd , Ca lifo rnia  

(e xiste nc e  o f the se  o ffic e s is c urre ntly unve rifie d ), St. Lo uis wa s c ho se n to  ho use  its 

p rima ry Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Pla nt.44  St. Lo uis wa s a  stra te g ic  lo c a tio n a nd  ha d  b e e n a  
                         

40 Ma rilyn H. Ha rp e r, e t. a ll.  “ Wo rld  Wa r II & the  Ame ric a n Ho me  Fro nt: A Na tio na l Histo ric  La nd ma rks The me  

Stud y.”   (Wa shing to n, D. C .: Na tio na l Histo ric  La nd ma rks Pro g ra m, U. S. De p a rtme nt o f the  Inte rio r, 2007), 

p a g e  12. 
41 Go uld’ s St. Lo uis Dire c to ry. 1941-1942. 
42 Fro m Wikip e d ia . http s:/ / e n.wikip e d ia .o rg / wiki/ Unite d _Sta te s_Army_Air_Fo rc e s a c c e sse d  No ve mb e r, 2015. 
43 Histo ry o f the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e . Se c tio n D, St. Lo uis.  We b   http :/ / www.e sc a p e -

ma p s.c o m/ e sc a p e _ma p s/ histo ry_a e ro na utic a l_c ha rt_se rvic e .htm a c c e sse d  7-8-2015.  Muc h o f the  

info rma tio n wa s ta ke n fro m Alfo rd  H. Burto n (e d ito r).  “ Co nq ue ro rs o f the  Airwa ys: A Brie f Histo ry o f the  

USAF—ACIC a nd  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rts.”  (St. Lo uis: US Air Fo rc e  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt a nd  Info rma tio n Ce nte r, 

June  1953). 
44 Unite d  Sta te s Army/ Air Fo rc e s.  “ AAF Re g ula tio n No . 20-37.”   (Wa shing to n, D. C ., Ap ril 26, 1944). Ea rlie r 

re g ula tio ns sup e rse d e d  we re  95-1 o n Ma y 19, 1942 a nd  95-4 o n Fe b rua ry 15, 1943). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Air_Forces
http://www.escape-maps.com/escape_maps/history_aeronautical_chart_service.htm%20accessed%207-8-2015
http://www.escape-maps.com/escape_maps/history_aeronautical_chart_service.htm%20accessed%207-8-2015
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re g io na l milita ry o ffic e  sinc e  1923; it ha d  p ro d uc e d  a nd  d istrib ute d  b a sic  a irp o rt 

info rma tio n sinc e  tha t time  b ut wo uld  no w b e  g ra nte d  a  d istinc tive  ro le  d uring  WWII 

a c c ura te ly c o mp iling  a nd  p ub lishing  na vig a tio na l a id s fo r the  AAF a nd  Allie d  fo rc e s.  

Two  o f the  ke y re a so ns to  lo c a te  the  ma in fa c ility in St. Lo uis wa s d ue  to  its a d va nta g e s 

o f b e ing  c e ntra lly lo c a te d  within the  c o untry in a d d itio n to  its imme d ia te  a c c e ss to  

g ro und  a nd  ra il tra nsp o rta tio n—the  e xa c t c o nd itio ns whic h le d  to  the  o rig ina l p la nning  

a nd  c o nstruc tio n o f the  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  in 1931, future  ho me  o f the  

Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Pla nt.45  

 

Prio r to  WWII, a nd  a s fa r b a c k a s Wo rld  Wa r I, the re  we re  no  na vig a tio na l a id s a nd  p ilo ts 

ha d  to  re ly o n wha te ve r ma p s c o uld  b e  lo c a te d .46  Pilo ts a nd  na vig a to rs p lo tting  the ir 

c o urse s fro m e ng ine e r g ro und  ma p s o r o the r so urc e s we re  e ntire ly d e p e nd e nt o n the ir 

o wn kno wle d g e  a nd  fa milia rity with the  te rra in o ve r whic h the y we re  flying ; flig ht wa s 

limite d  b a se d  o n we a the r a nd  lo w-lig ht c o nd itio ns.47  In fa c t, still b y 1923 the re  we re  no  

a ir na vig a tio n ma p s o r c ha rts p ub lishe d  in the  Unite d  Sta te s fo r use  b y a via to rs.48  Ente r 

the  Tra ining  a nd  Wa r Pla ns Divisio n o f the  Army Air Se rvic e  in 1922.  Cha rg e d  with 

c o mp iling  info rma tio n o n milita ry a ir ro ute s, lo c a tio ns fo r ra d io  a id s to  na vig a tio n, a nd  

the  p re p a ra tio n o f a irp o rt b ulle tins a nd  lo c a tio ns, the  Divisio n c o mp ile d  a  se rie s o f Air 

Na vig a tio n Strip  Ma p s tha t wo uld  se t the  sta g e  fo r la te r a e ro na utic a l c ha rts.49  With the  

p a ssing  o f the  Air Co mme rc e  Ac t in 1926, a  c ivilia n a g e nc y wa s e sta b lishe d  to  

c o rre la te  a e ro na utic a l ma tte rs b e twe e n the  ma p p ing  re p ro d uc tio n a g e nc ie s a nd  the  

milita ry a ir a rm a nd  b y 1927, a  se rie s o f 52 strip  ma p s c o ve ring  the  ro ute s to  b e  flo wn b y 

milita ry a irc ra ft, ha d  b e e n p ub lishe d .50  The  Air Se rvic e  e sta b lishe d  a  se p a ra te  unit 

c a lle d  the  “Ma p  Unit”  a nd  b e twe e n 1928 a nd  1935, the  unit ha d  p ro c ure d  U. S. 

Se c tio na l Cha rts, U. S. Re g io na l Cha rts a nd  Ra nd  Mc Na lly Avia tio n Ma p s.51  

Co mp ila tio n a nd  p rinting  ha d  b e e n d o ne  a t the  Eng ine e r Re p ro d uc tio n Pla nt, la te r 

kno wn a s the  Army Ma p  Se rvic e .  By 1930, a ir na vig a tio ns c ha rts, the n kno wn a s 

                         

45 Ib id .  
46 “ Vie wp o int: Ho w WWI Cha ng e d  Avia tio n Fo re ve r.”  Inte rne t so urc e , 

http :/ / www.b b c .c o m/ ne ws/ ma g a zine -29612707. Fro m Ma g a zine  se c tio n, 20 Oc to b e r 2014. 
47 Histo ry o f the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e , Se c tio n I. 
48 Ib id . The  fe w ma p s tha t c o uld  b e  use d  a t the  time  inc lud e d  na utic a l c ha rts o f c o a sta l a re a s (Ge o d e tic  

Surve y & Hyd ro g ra p hic  Offic e ), Ge o lo g ic a l Surve y sta te  ma p s, Po st Offic e  De p a rtme nt ro ute  ma p s, Ra nd  

Mc Na lly sta te  ma p s, a nd  Na tio na l Ge o g ra p hic  So c ie ty ma p s.  Ho we ve r, no ne  o f the se  c o nta ine d  

a e ro na utic a l info rma tio n use ful to  p ilo ts. 
49 Ib id . Pro d uc tio n o f sa id  ma p s wa s a utho rize d  b y the  Chie f o f the  Air Se rvic e  in 1923. 
50 Ib id . Se c tio n II. 
51 Ib id . 

http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-29612707
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“Se c tio na l Air Na vig a tio na l Cha rts,”  we re  b e ing  p re p a re d  b y the  U. S. Co a st a nd  

Ge o d e tic  Surve y.52  In time , ma p p ing  ha d  imp ro ve d , c o ve ra g e  ha d  sp re a d , a nd  

a c c ura te  info rma tio n ha d  b e e n d isse mina te d  to  Ame ric a ’ s p ilo ts. 

 

Afte r De c e mb e r 7, 1941, c o inc id ing  with the  e ntry o f the  Unite d  Sta te s into  Wo rld  Wa r II, 

re q uire me nts fo r wo rld wid e  c o ve ra g e  o f a e ro na utic a l c ha rts c a ta p ulte d  to  a  p o sitio n 

o f ma jo r imp o rta nc e .53  Co me  Ja nua ry, 1942, the  Ma p  Se c tio n wa s mo ve d  to  the  Air 

Tra ffic  Se rvic e s se c tio n a nd  re na me d  the  Ma p -Cha rt Divisio n a nd  the n wa s 

imme d ia te ly c ha rg e d  with the  p re p a ra tio n, p ro c ure me nt, c o mp ila tio n, re p ro d uc tio n, 

ma inte na nc e , a nd  g e ne ra l d istrib utio n o f a e ro na utic a l c ha rts-- the  re sulting  e ffo rt sa w 

a b o ut 5,000 c a rto g ra p he rs a nd  litho g ra p he rs jo ining  fo rc e s to  a c c o mp lish o ne  o f the  

mo st e xte nsive  c ha rting  p ro g ra ms up  to  tha t time .54  A c o mp o ne nt o f this ne w p ro g ra m 

wa s to  e sta b lish a  ne w, c e ntra lly-lo c a te d , p rima ry fa c ility to  le a d  in the  na tio n’ s 

p ro d uc tio n. 

 

Pla nning  fo r this ne w fa c ility b e g a n in Fe b rua ry o f 1942 with fund s a p p ro p ria te d  fro m 

the  1942 fisc a l ye a r a nd  a p p ro ve d  b y Co ng re ss.55  Initia lly ne w c o nstruc tio n wa s 

p ro p o se d  b ut d ue  to  the  sc a rc ity o f b uild ing  ma te ria ls d uring  the  wa r c o up le d  with a n 

imme d ia te  ne e d  to  se c ure  suc h a  fa c ility imme d ia te ly, it wa s d e e me d  ne c e ssa ry to  

le a se  a n e xisting  struc ture .  The  Mid we st wa s sug g e ste d  a s a n id e a l lo c a tio n fo r suc h a  

le a se  a nd  St. Lo uis—a t the  c e nte r o f a  na tio n-wid e  d istrib utio n ne two rk—wo uld  

b e c o me  the  ho st c ity.  The  p ro c e ss to o k time  a nd  d uring  Ma y o f 1942, the  Dire c to r o f 

Pho to g ra p hy c re a te d  e xhib its o f a ll p o te ntia l b uild ing  c a nd id a te s with the  Co ntine nta l 

Ca n Co mp a ny (CCC; 5221 Na tura l Brid g e  Bo ule va rd  a nd  7140 No rth Bro a d wa y 

Ave nue ) a t the  to p  o f the  list.56  Ho we ve r, the  CCC b uild ing  wa s und e r c o nsid e ra tio n 

b y the  Na vy De p a rtme nt, Qua rte rma ste r Co rp s, Ord ina nc e  De p a rtme nt, a nd  the  Air 

Na tio na l Co mma nd .  Afte r c lo se r insp e c tio n it wa s d e te rmine d  tha t the  b uild ing  wa s 

no t c a p a b le  o f ho using  the  a mo unt o f sp a c e  ne e d e d  fo r e ffic ie nt p ro d uc tio n a nd  

d istrib utio n.57  Mo nths p a sse d  a nd  re d -ta p e  d isc ussio ns e xa mining  the  re q uire me nts fo r 

a n a e ro na utic a l c ha rt fa c ility ultima te ly re sulte d  in a  d e c isio n o n Se p te mb e r 8, 1942 

sta ting  the  e xa c t d e ta ils o f suc h a  fa c ility.  Co nc e rns o f ke e p ing  up  with the  c o nsta nt 

d e ma nd  fo r a e ro na utic a l c ha rts c o ntinue d  into  De c e mb e r whe n it wa s d e c id e d  to  
                         

52 Ib id . Se c tio n III. 
53 Ib id . Se c tio n IV, A. 
54 Ib id .   
55 Ib id . 
56 Ib id . 
57 Ib id . Se c tio n IV, D. 
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lo c a te  the  fa c ility in the  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  (Fig ure s 27-28); re mo d e ling  wa s 

sc he d ule d  fo r c o mp le tio n a nd  to ta l o c c up a nc y b y Ma rc h 1, 1943.58 

 

Fig ure  27: Oc to b e r 1942 p ho to g ra p h o f the  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing , vie w to  no rthe a st.  So urc e : 

Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  Pro je c t, St. Lo uis, Misso uri.  Exhib it A, 10-24-1942. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

58 Ib id . 
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Fig ure  28: Oc to b e r 1942 p ho to g ra p hs o f the  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing , vie w to  so uthwe st (to p ) a nd  a lo ng  

Luc a s a lle y (b o tto m) sho wing  lo a d ing  fa c ilitie s (c o lo r p ho to  is to d a y vie w, Ma tt Bive ns, 2016).  So urc e : 

Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  Pro je c t, St. Lo uis, Misso uri.  Exhib its B a nd  C , 10-24-1942. 
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The  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  wa s b uilt to  la st.  The  stre ng th o f the  b uild ing ’ s ste e l fra me  

a nd  c o nc re te  struc ture  a llo we d  fo r ma ssive  flo o r we ig ht lo a d s; inte rna l e le va to rs 

(e xta nt) sup p o rting  multip le  to ns e a c h a llo we d  e q uip me nt, ma te ria ls, a nd  finishe d  

g o o d s q uic k mo ve me nt within the  b uild ing .  Sto ra g e  o f he a vy e q uip me nt a nd  g o o d s 

wa s p o ssib le .  Und e rg ro und  ra ils (no w b urie d  o r re mo ve d ) a nd  g ro und  lo a d ing  d o c ks 

(e xta nt) a llo we d  fo r ha nd ling / ship p ing / re c e iving  o f ra w ma te ria ls a nd  finishe d  g o o d s.   

 

The  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Pla nt (ACP) in St. Lo uis wa s a c tiva te d  o n June  15, 1943 (Fig ure  

29); the  b e g inning  o f the  p e rio d  o f sig nific a nc e , its ma ssive  p re sse s b e g a n to  run a s 

p ro mise d .59  Pre se nt a t the  d e d ic a tio n wa s Co lo ne l H. Arno ld  Ka ro , the  first 

c o mma nd ing  o ffic e r o f the  p la nt; a fte r the  wa r, Ka ro  re turne d  to  his o rig ina l p o st a t the  

Co a st a nd  Ge o d e tic  Surve y a nd  wa s a p p o inte d  a s its d ire c to r with the  ra nk o f Re a r 

Ad mira l b y Pre sid e nt Eise nho we r in 1955.60  In 1943, a  se rie s o f Wo rld  Ae ro na utic a l 

Cha rts wa s a utho rize d  with o ve r $9 millio n in fund s a p p ro p ria te d .61  Be c a use  this 

info rma tio n wa s p re vio usly la c king  in c o ve ra g e , the  AAF initia te d  the  mo st e xte nsive  

p ro g ra m o f a e ria l p ho to g ra p hy e ve r a tte mp te d ; the  p ro c e ss inc lud e d  ne w te c hno lo g y 

a sso c ia te d  with the  Trime tro g e n Syste m.62   

 

Also  in 1943, the  Aid s to  Na vig a tio n Bra nc h (ANB) wa s mo ve d  into  the  Mid we st Te rmina l 

Build ing ; in the  b e g inning , ANB wa s re sp o nsib le  fo r re c o rd ing  a ir info rma tio n o n 

re fe re nc e  d a ta  c a rd s a s we ll a s tra ining  in this re la tive ly ne w fie ld .63  The ir sc o p e  

inc lud e d  sc re e ning  a nd  re c o rd ing  ra d io  na vig a tio n a id s a nd  e d iting  a e ro na utic a l 

o ve rla ys.  With a  sta ff o f 83 c ivilia ns a nd  thre e  o ffic e rs, o p e ra tio ns c o ntinua lly inc re a se d  

until a fte r the  wa r.   

 

 

 

 

                         

59 Ib id . 
60 Ib id , Se c tio n IV, D. 
61 Ib id , Se c tio n IV, A. 
62 This wa s a  syste m tha t e mp lo ye d  the  use  o f thre e  c a me ra s: o ne  p o inte d  ve rtic a lly d o wnwa rd  in the  

c o nve ntio na l ma nne r; the  o the r two  we re  mo unte d  o b liq ue ly, p o inte d  in o p p o site  d ire c tio ns, 

p e rp e nd ic ula r to  the  line  o f flig ht.  The  two  o b liq ue ly mo unte d  c a me ra s we re  p la c e d  to  p ho to g ra p h b o th 

ho rizo ns a nd  a  sma ll p a rt o f the  a re a  c o ve re d  b y the  ve rtic a l c a me ra .  Fro m the se  a e ria l p ho to g ra p hs, 

p la nime tric  a nd  to p o g ra p hic  c o mp ila tio ns we re  ma d e  fo r p ho to g ra mme tric  b a se s, p re limina ry b a se s, 

re c o mp ila tio n o ve rla ys a nd  mo sa ic s. 
63 Histo ry o f the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e , Se c tio n IV, D. 
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Sp e c ific a lly, re sp o nsib ility o f the  fa c ility inc lud e d : 

 

1. Co mp ila tio n o f a e ro na utic a l o ve rla ys o n Sta nd a rd  & Sp e c ia l Cha rt se rie s; 

2. Ra d io  Fa c ility She e ts d e p ic ting  c urre nt ra d io  fa c ility info rma tio n o n 

sp e c ifie d  wo rld  ro ute s; 

3. Re visio ns to  the  Airp o rt Dire c to ry o f the  U.S.; 

4. Co mp ila tio n o f the  Cha rt Co rre c tio n No tic e ; a nd  

5. Re c e iving , re c o rd ing , e va lua ting  a nd  ma inta ining  wo rld wid e  a e ro d ro me , 

ra d io  fa c ility a nd  o the r a e ro na utic a l info rma tio n.64 

 
 

Fig ure  29: O ffic ia l 

d e d ic a tio n o f the  

ne w fa c ility; Dire c to r 

Ka ro  is in b a c k a t 

le ft.  So urc e : Fa mily 

o f Vic e  Ad mira l H. 

Arno ld  Ka ro . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  Building ’s Func tion Unde r the  AAF  

Re ha b ilita te d  in la te  1942 a nd  re a d y fo r p ro d uc tio n in e a rly 1943, the  no mina te d  

b uild ing  ho use d  the  AAF thro ug h la te  1946.  Mo d ific a tio ns to  me e t the  wa r p ro g ra m 

we re  c o ntra c te d  with a rc hite c ts a nd  e ng ine e rs Sp e a rl, Be c ke r & Fa lve y a nd  a p p e a r to  

ha ve  mo stly b e e n c o mp rise d  o f mo stly “ te mp o ra ry”  wa ll d ivisio ns me a nt to  se p a ra te  

the  p ro c e sse s a nd  sto ra g e  ne c e ssitie s a sso c ia te d  with c ha rt p ro d uc tio n. 

 

                         

64 Ib id . 
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De sig ns fo r the  se c o nd  flo o r we re  c o mp le te d  in Ja nua ry o f 1943 (Fig ure  30, p a g e  48).  

Ra d ia ting  fro m the  c o re  e le va to r a nd  sta ir b lo c ks a t the  b uild ing  c e nte r, fo rme r tile d  o r 

p la ste re d  p a rtitio n wa lls we re  d e mo lishe d  a nd  re lo c a te d  (ma ny wa lls p re se nt to d a y) 

with ne w p la ste re d  o r c o nc re te  b lo c k wa lls.  Mo st o f the  ne w wa lls we re  o nly to  b e  

a b o ut 7 fe e t ta ll a nd  no t me a nt to  b e  p e rma ne nt.65  While  the  b ulk o f the  so uthe rn 

(re a r) ha lf o f the  b uild ing  a nd  p o rtio ns o f the  no rth a nd  so uth inte rio r we re  le ft a s o p e n 

sp a c e , the  a re a  to  the  we st ne a r the  fro nt o f the  b uild ing  wa s wa lle d  o ff to  c re a te  the  

b a se  sup p ly ro o m (o rig ina l # 209; no w 200-02), a  p ho to g ra mme try ro o m (o rig ina l # 205; 

no w 200-02), a  p ro je c tio n ro o m (o rig ina l # 204; no w 220), a nd  a n a ssista nt 

p ho to g ra mme trist’ s ro o m (o rig ina l # 203; no w 221).  A p a ir o f la rg e  fre ig ht e le va to rs 

se rve d  this p o rtio n a nd  b a thro o ms a nd  sto ra g e  a re a s we re  inc lud e d .   

 

Pho to g ra mme try wa s a  ke y c o mp o ne nt to  c re a ting  the  a e ro na utic a l ma p s p ro d uc e d  

within the  b uild ing ; it is the  sc ie nc e  o f ma king  me a sure me nts fro m p ho to g ra p hs, 

e sp e c ia lly fo r re c o ve ring  the  e xa c t p o sitio ns o f surfa c e  p o ints (Fig ure  31).66  Ac c ura c y 

wa s e sse ntia l.  He re  o n the  se c o nd  flo o r, a e ria l p ho to g ra p hs we re  p ro je c te d  in ro o m 

204 (no w ro o m 220) to  a  sp e c ific  sc a le  a nd  p e rtine nt info rma tio n wa s p re c ise ly 

tra nsfe rre d  to  ma p s within the  ma in ro o m (o rig ina l 205; no w 200-02).  In the  fie ld , 

c a me ra s mo unte d  o n a irc ra ft we re  p o inte d  ve rtic a lly to wa rd  the  g ro und ; multip le  

o ve rla p p ing  p ho to s o f the  g ro und  we re  a c q uire d  a s the  a irc ra ft fle w a lo ng  a  sp e c ific  

flig ht p a th.  The se  p ho to g ra p hs a llo we d  the  p ho to g ra mme trist to  c o mp ile  true  

c o nd itio ns e sse ntia l in id e ntifying  la nd ing  strip s, b a se s, milita ry insta lla tio ns, ha za rd s, e tc .  

To d a y the  p ho to g ra mme try ro o m re ma ins mo stly o p e n sp a c e .  The  size  o f the  b a se  

sup p ly ro o m wa s ma ssive  a nd  c o nta ine d  o ve r a  

d o ze n, d o ub le -sid e d , six fo o t-p lus hig h me ta l 

she lving  units.  To d a y, muc h o f this flo o r re ma ins 

o p e n sp a c e  with fo rme r lo w wa ll lo c a tio ns c le a rly 

e vid e nt—so me  still in p la c e .  So me  c e iling s still 

re ta in p e rio d  lig hting .  All o f the  wind o ws a re  

inta c t a nd  so me  o f the  she lving  is still in use .  The  

sp a c e  e vo ke s the  fe e ling  a nd  a sso c ia tio n with the  

ACP’ s o c c up a tio n. 

 

Fig ure  31: Emp lo ye e  a t wo rk o n me a suring  p o ints & 

tra nsc rib ing  info rma tio n a t the  b uild ing .  So urc e : NGA St. Lo uis 

a rc hive s. 
                         

65 Sp e a rl d ra wing  A-1/ A-c , Ja nua ry 13, 1943. 
66 We b site  so urc e  fro m http s:/ / e n.wikip e d ia .o rg / wiki/ Pho to g ra mme try. Ac c e sse d  3-23-16. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photogrammetry
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Fig ure  30: Se c o nd  flo o r p la n a s b uilt, Ja nua ry 1943.  So urc e : Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  Fa c ility p la ns- 

Sp e a rl, Be c ke r & Fa lve y, a rc hite c ts a nd  e ng ine e rs. 
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The  third  flo o r wa s re se rve d  p rima rily fo r sup p ly sto ra g e  (o rig ina l ro o m 322; to d a y c o ve rs 

mo st o f flo o r) with d o ze ns o f sto c k sto ra g e  she lve s b uilt to  suit sp e c ific  typ e s o f p ro d uc ts 

(Fig ure  32).67  A numb e r o f o ffic e s68 we re  p la c e d  a lo ng  the  p e rime te r wa lls.  Within 

o rig ina l o ffic e  319 (no w 316) wa s a  te mp o ra ry fa c ility fo r a  wa r d e p a rtme nt o ffic e  a s 

we ll a s the  p rima ry AAF a rc hite c t a nd  e ng ine e r’ s o ffic e ; c o nstruc te d  o f wo o d  p a rtitio ns, 

it wa s me a nt to  b e  c ha ng e d  a s ne e d s a ro se .  A va ult (o rig ina l 321, no w 315A) with 

sto c k she lving  wa s no rth o f the  sup p ly ro o m; to d a y its c o nc re te  b lo c k wa lls a nd  slid ing  

fire  d o o r a re  inta c t.  A sma ll fie ld  ho sp ita l (AKA “ tre a tme nt ro o m”) with o ffic e , a nte  

ro o m, a nd  re c o ve ry ro o m wa s lo c a te d  a lo ng  the  no rth wa ll a d ja c e nt the  va ult (o rig ina l 

311-15, c urre ntly a  ha ll).  Situa te d  a t the  re a r, no rthe a st b uild ing  c o rne r wa s a  re c e iving  

ro o m a nd  a sso c ia te d  o ffic e  (o rig ina l 327 a nd  328, no w 312) imme d ia te ly a d ja c e nt the  

fre ig ht e le va to rs.   

 

Op p o site , a t the  so uthe a st b uild ing  c o rne r, wa s the  c a rp e nte r, ma c hine , a nd  p a int 

sho p s (o rig ina l 326, 323, 325, no w 308).  Ba thro o ms a nd  a sso c ia te d  ja nito r’ s c lo se ts we re  

a d ja c e nt e le va to r a nd  fire  e sc a p e  sta irwe lls simila r to  the  se c o nd  flo o r.  Ag a in, lo w 

p a rtitio n wa lls we re  b uilt to  a  little  o ve r 7 fe e t hig h—no t me a nt to  b e  p e rma ne nt.  O f 

inte re st o n this flo o r wa s a  p riva te  b e d  ro o m (o rig ina l 301, no w 315) c o mp le te  with a  

p riva te  b a thro o m a nd  lo ung e  a re a —e sse ntia l fo r “a ll-nig hte rs”  d uring  the  wa r.  Ag a in, 

muc h o f this flo o r e vo ke s the  fe e ling  a nd  a sso c ia tio n with the  ACP’ s o c c up a tio n.  The  

va ult is inta c t a s is its o rig ina l ste e l fire  d o o r.  Ma ny o f the  o ffic e  wa lls we re  le ft in p la c e  

a nd  simp ly e xte nd e d  to  the  c e iling .  Fo rme r lo w wa ll lo c a tio ns a re  c le a rly e vid e nt—

so me  still in p la c e .  So me  c e iling s still re ta in p e rio d  lig hting .  All o f the  wind o ws a re  inta c t 

a nd  so me  o f the  she lving  is still in use . 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

67 Sp e a rl d ra wing  A-2/ A-c , Ja nua ry 13, 1943. 
68 Orig ina l # 316/ c urre nt # 317A, o rig ina l # 317/ c urre nt # 317A, o rig ina l # 318/ c urre nt # 317, o rig ina l 

# 319/ c urre nt # 316, a nd  o rig ina l # 320/ c urre nt # 316. 
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Fig ure  32: Third  flo o r p la n a s b uilt, Ja nua ry 1943.  So urc e : Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  Fa c ility p la ns- 

Sp e a rl, Be c ke r & Fa lve y, a rc hite c ts a nd  e ng ine e rs. 
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The  fo urth flo o r c o nta ine d  the  p rima ry p rinting  p re ss ro o m (o rig ina l 451, no w 420) a nd  

a sso c ia te d  d e ve lo p ing  a nd  p rinting  p ro c e sse s (A-3/ A-C ; Ja nua ry 18, 1943).  The  b ulk o f 

the  lig ht-se nsitive  p ro c e d ure s fo r p ro d uc ing  c o mp o ne nts o f a e ro na utic a l ma p s 

o c c urre d  he re  (Fig ure  33, p a g e  53); g la ss b lo c k wind o ws (inta c t to d a y) p ro vid e d  

na tura l, ye t ind ire c t lig ht tha t c o uld  b e  e a sy to  c o ntro l.  In p ro ximity to  the  p re ss ro o m 

wa s a  d a rk ro o m (o rig ina l 444, no w 420) a nd  p ro je c tio n ro o m (o rig ina l 445, no w 420).  

Pa p e r wa s c o nd itio ne d  o n ra c ks (o rig ina l 452, no w 420) a nd  the n b o und  in the  b ind e ry 

(o rig ina l 442, no w 410); wa ste  wa s ha nd le d  in the  shre d d ing  a nd  b a ling  ro o m (o rig ina l 

443, no w 420).  Also  o n this flo o r wa s the  film sto ra g e  ro o m (o rig ina l 403, no w 400), a  

re frig e ra te d  sto ra g e  ro o m (o rig ina l 415, no w 400), a  tra nsfe r & p la te  finishing  ro o m 

(Fig ure  34; o rig ina l 436, no w 410), a nd  a  g la ss ne g a tive  sto ra g e  ro o m (o rig ina l 430, no w 

400).  The  p rima ry litho g ra p hic  a rtist ro o m (o rig ina l 431, no w 400) sa t a d ja c e nt the  

re p ro d uc tio n o p e ra tio ns o ffic e  (o rig ina l 433, no w 400).  Multip le  d a rk ro o ms we re  

c a rve d  o ut o f the  sp a c e  (o rig ina l 419, 424-428, no w 400) a nd  se p a ra te  ro o ms p ro vid e d  

sp a c e  fo r c o nta c t she e t p rinting  (o rig ina l 420-422, no w 400 a nd  410).  Se p a ra te  ro o ms 

with b lo wn a ir fo r d rying  ne g a tive s a nd  p rints fla nke d  c irc ula tio n ha lls (o rig ina l 434, 439, 

453, 457, no w 400 a nd  410).  Also  sto c k sto ra g e  a nd  re g io na l sto re  ro o ms we re  situa te d  

o n the  flo o r (o rig ina l 401-402, no w 420).  Ba thro o ms, ja nito r c lo se ts, e le va to r a c c e ss a nd  

o the r a sso c ia te d  sp a c e s o c c up ie d  the  flo o r. 

 

Fig ure  34: Emp lo ye e  a t wo rk o n 

d e ve lo p ing  a nd  c le a ning  c o lo r p la te s 

fo r c ha rts a t the  b uild ing .  So urc e : NGA 

St. Lo uis a rc hive s. 

 

Op tio ns fo r va rio us p rinting  

te c hniq ue s with c a p a b ility to  

re p ro d uc e  multip le  typ e s o f 

ima g e s o n the  fo urth flo o r 

inc lud e d : re vo lute  p rinting  (a  

b lue p rint finishing  ma c hine ; 

o rig ina l 446-447, no w 410)—a  

ma c hine  tha t wa she d , d rie d , 

a nd  iro ne d  b lue p rints e ithe r in 

she e ts o r c o ntinuo us ro lls;69 

a uto ra d io g ra p h p rinting —a n 

                         

69 Eng ine e ring  Ne ws. Fe b rua ry 26, 1914, p a g e  470 
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ima g e  wa s p ro d uc e d  o n a  p ho to g ra p hic  film o r p la te  b y the  e missio ns fro m a  

ra d io a c tive  sub sta nc e  in a n o b je c t whic h wa s in c lo se  c o nta c t with the  e mulsio n 

(o rig ina l 406-407, no w 400);70 a nd  o za lid  p rinting —a  ma ssive  (o fte n 10’ x10’ ) ma c hine  

with a  d up lic a tio n p ro c e ss b a se d  o n a  typ e  o f p a p e r se nsitive  to  a mmo nia  whic h 

e mitte d  a n a wful ste nc h (o rig ina l 405, no w 400).71  Pho to sta t (a n e a rly typ e  o f c o p y 

ma c hine ; o rig ina l 413, no w 400) a nd  Mo no typ e  c a me ra  (a  la rg e  le ns c a me ra ; o rig ina l 

423, no w 400 a nd  410) c a p a b ilitie s we re  a lso  in p la c e  o n the  flo o r.  Te c hno lo g y in 

ta nd e m b e twe e n the  wa r e ffo rt a nd  c a me ra  e vo lutio n sa w c o lo r film fo r a e ria l 

p ho to g ra p hy b e ing  d e ve lo p e d  b y Ea stma n Co mp a ny d uring  WWII; this film wa s 

d e ve lo p e d  a nd  p rinte d  in the  b uild ing .  Hig h c o ntra st film wa s use d  to  d e c ip he r g ro und  

d e ta ils fro m hig h a ltitud e .72 

 

The  fifth flo o r p ro vid e d  a d d itio na l sp a c e  fo r p ho to g ra mme try (se e  se c o nd  flo o r 

d e sc rip tio n o n p a g e  47) b e hind  the  c e ntra l e le va to r c o re  a nd  o c c up ying  ne a rly ha lf o f 

the  b uild ing  (Fig ure  35; o rig ina l 533, no w 513).  Ac c e ssib le  fro m the  two  c o rne r e le va to r 

b a ys, the  p ho to g ra mme try ro o m inc lud e d  a  sma ll o ffic e  a s we ll a s a c c e ss to  a  d ra fting  

ro o m a lo ng  the  no rthe rn wa ll (o rig ina l 501, no w 513).  Exe c utive , a d ministra tive , 

p ro d uc tio n, g ua rd , c le ric a l, re c e p tio n, p e rso nne l, d ivisio n, a nd  g e ne ra l o ffic e s we re  

a lso  lo c a te d  o n this flo o r.  An e xhib it ro o m (o rig ina l 509, no w 510-12) a nd  

lib ra ry/ re se a rc h ro o m (o rig ina l 530, no w 513) o c c up ie d  the  flo o r.  The  Aid s to  

Na vig a tio n (ATN) d e p a rtme nt wa s situa te d  a t the  so uthwe st c o rne r (o rig ina l 523, no w 

504).  ATN wa s re lo c a te d  to  St. Lo uis whe n the  p la nt o p e ne d  in 1943; the  d ivisio n wa s 

e sse ntia l to  the  wa r e ffo rt a nd  ultima te ly ve rifie d  a p p ro xima te ly 26,500 a irfie ld s a nd  

14,000 ra d io  fa c ilitie s thro ug ho ut the  wo rld  b y 1944.73  Ae ro na utic a l o ve rp rints o n c ha rts 

c o nsta ntly re q uire d  ne w e d itio ns a nd  a ny d e la ys in re p rinting  up d a te d  stra te g ic  d a ta  

c o uld  c a use  the  Ame ric a n milita ry to  suffe r o r muc h wo rse , lo o se  the  wa r. 

 

Finish sc he d ule s fo r the  flo o rs inc lud e d  le a ving  the  c o nc re te  c e iling s a nd  c o lumns a s is 

o r p a inte d  (e xta nt).  The  o rig ina l c o nc re te  flo o rs we re  use d  a nd  whe re  ne e d e d  a  

se c o nd  flo o r wa s p o ure d  o ve r (e xta nt) in o rd e r to  b ury the  e le c tric  c o nd uits a nd  so me  

p ip ing .  Asp ha lt o r a sb e sto s flo o r tile  wa s use d  in the  o ffic e s (so me  e xta nt).  Wa lls we re  

e ithe r le ft e xp o se d  ma so nry, p la ste re d  a nd  p a inte d , wa insc o te d , o r c o nc re te  b lo c k 

                         

70 We b site  so urc e  (http :/ / www.me rria m-we b ste r.c o m/ d ic tio na ry/ a uto ra d io g ra p h). Asso c ia te d  with the  

te c hniq ue s o f ma p p ing  a nd  re c o nna issa nc e  p ho to g ra p hy whic h wa s e sta b lishe d  d uring  WWII. 
71 The  Dra ftsma n: A Jo urna l fo r the  Dra fting  Ro o m .  Vo lume  5, 1946, p a g e  16. 
72 Po p ula r Pho to g ra p hy (Chic a g o : Ziff-Da vis Pub . Co .), vo lume  28, numb e r 3, Ma rc h 1951, p a g e  107. 
73 Histo ry o f the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e . Se c tio n IV, D. 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/autoradiograph
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(ma ny e xa mp le s e xta nt).74  Simila r to  the  o the r flo o rs, muc h o f this flo o r e vo ke s the  

fe e ling  a nd  a sso c ia tio n with the  ACP’ s o c c up a tio n.  Ma ny o f the  o ffic e  wa lls we re  le ft 

in p la c e  a nd  simp ly e xte nd e d  to  the  c e iling .  Fo rme r lo w wa ll lo c a tio ns a re  c le a rly 

e vid e nt—so me  still in p la c e .  So me  c e iling s still re ta in p e rio d  lig hting .  All o f the  wind o ws 

a re  inta c t a nd  so me  o f the  she lving  is still in use . 
 

Fig ure  33: Fo urth flo o r p la n a s b uilt, Ja nua ry 1943.  So urc e : Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  Fa c ility p la ns- 

Sp e a rl, Be c ke r & Fa lve y, a rc hite c ts a nd  e ng ine e rs. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

74 Sp e a rl d ra wing  A-2/ A-c , Ja nua ry 13, 1943. “ Finish Sc he d ule .”  
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Fig ure  35: Fifth flo o r p la n a s b uilt, Ja nua ry 1943.  So urc e : Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  Fa c ility p la ns- 

Sp e a rl, Be c ke r & Fa lve y, a rc hite c ts a nd  e ng ine e rs. 
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Othe r sig nific a nt a c c o mp lishme nts o f the  fa c ility inc lud e d : a  c o mp le te  re visio n o f the  

Airp o rt Dire c to ry in De c e mb e r 1943 inc lud ing  re c o mp ila tio n o f info rma tio n o n 2,929 

a irfie ld s; 125 Cha rt Co rre c tio n No tic e s a nd  1,633 a e ro na utic a l o ve rla ys we re  c o mp ile d  

he re  d uring  the  p e rio d  July 1943 to  June  1944; ne w info rma tio n wa s a va ila b le  o n 

a p p ro xima te ly 26,500 a irfie ld s a nd  14,000 ra d io  fa c ilitie s thro ug ho ut the  wo rld .  Wa rtime  

p rinting  wo rklo a d  o f the  St. Lo uis p la nt wa s tre me nd o us with a t le a st 500 p e rso nne l a t 

wo rk e a c h ye a r (Fig ure  36). 

 

Fig ure  36: The  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  p rinting  fa c ility p ro d uc tio n b e twe e n 1944 a nd  1946.  So urc e : 

Histo ry o f the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e . Se c tio n D, St. Lo uis.  We b   http :/ / www.e sc a p e -

ma p s.c o m/ e sc a p e _ma p s/ histo ry_a e ro na utic a l_c ha rt_se rvic e .htm 

Anno unc e me nt o f the  inva lua b le  c o ntrib utio ns o f the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  

Pro je c t in St. Lo uis hit the  Fe b rua ry 6, 1944 e d itio n o f the  St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t; 

whe re  it wa s d e c la re d  “14 millio n c ha rts fo r a ir fo rc e s ma d e  in St. Lo uis.” 75  De sig ne d , 

p rinte d , a nd  ship p e d  fro m the  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  in ma ss q ua ntitie s to  a ll p a rts 

o f the  wo rld , the  St. Lo uis o ffic e  wa s no te d  in a sso c ia tio n with the  a d va nc e me nt o f 

p ho to g ra mme try—the  sc ie nc e  o f tra nsfe rring  d a ta  c o mp ile d  thro ug h a e ria l 

p ho to g ra p hs to  a c c ura te  c ha rts whic h we re  the n p ro d uc e d  he re .76  Re sp o nsib le  fo r 

a c c ura te ly illustra ting  o ve r 1,000,000 sq ua re  mile s o f te rrito ry, the  St. Lo uis p la nt 

p ro c e sse d  the  a e ria l p ho to g ra p hs a nd  the n ma tc he d  the m in true  p o sitio n with p ro p e r 

p ro p o rtio n a nd  sc a le  with a  b a se  c ha rt.  The  vo lume  o f the  p ro je c t wa s imme nse  a nd  

the  St. Lo uis p la nt e nsure d  tha t the  info rma tio n wa s a c c ura te  a nd  up -to -d a te .  Prio r to  

c o mp le tio n, the  St. Lo uis sta ff (c o mp rise d  o f 28 o ffic e rs a nd  500 e mp lo ye e s in 1945; 

Fig ure  37) inc lud e d  up d a te d  lo c a tio ns o f ra d io  ra ng e  b e a c o ns, a irp o rts a nd  d a ta  o n 

ma g ne tic  va ria tio ns—e a c h intrinsic  to  the  Allie d  c a use .  Finishe d  c ha rts we re  the n 

                         

75 St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t.  “ 14 millio n c ha rts fo r a ir fo rc e s ma d e  in St. Lo uis.”   Fe b rua ry 2, 1944. 
76 Ib id . 

http://www.escape-maps.com/escape_maps/history_aeronautical_chart_service.htm
http://www.escape-maps.com/escape_maps/history_aeronautical_chart_service.htm
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ship p e d  fro m the  

g ro und  flo o r lo a d ing  

d o c ks a sso c ia te d  with 

truc k tra nsp o rta tio n—

a nd  we re  se nt a ll o ve r 

the  c o untry a nd  

a ro und  the  wo rld  

(Fig ure s 38A thro ug h 

C). 

 

Fig ure  37: The  sta ff ha rd  a t 

wo rk, flo o r unkno wn.  

So urc e : NGA a rc hive s. 

 

Ea rlie r d uring  1942, 

the  ma in p rinting  

o ffic e  in Wa shing to n 

D.C . sup p lie d  the  five  

re g io na l sto re s (St. Lo uis, Atla nta , Sa n Anto nio , Oa kla nd , a nd  Sp o ka ne ) with p rinte d  

ma tte r whic h wa s the n so ld  fo r a  no mina l fe e  to  p ilo ts.  The  first e d itio n o f the  

Ca ta lo g ue  o f Ae ro na utic a l Cha rts a nd  Re la te d  Pub lic a tio ns wa s issue d  in Ma rc h o f tha t 

ye a r a nd  c o nta ine d  so me  6,000 to ta l c ha rts.77  During  a c tive  d uty within the  no mina te d  

b uild ing , the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e  wa s re o rg a nize d  d uring  Ap ril o f 1944.78  The  

o rd e r o ffic ia lly e sta b lishe d  the  AAF Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e  with the  fo llo wing  

func tio ns:  

 

1. Re sp o nsib ility fo r the  p re p a ra tio n o f sp e c ific a tio ns a nd  te c hnic a l instruc tio ns 

g o ve rning  the  c o mp ila tio n a nd  re p ro d uc tio n o f a ll o ffic ia l AAF a e ro na utic a l 

c ha rts; 

2. Fo r the  p ro c ure me nt, c o mp ila tio n, a nd  re p ro d uc tio n, ma inte na nc e , sup p ly, a nd  

d istrib utio n o f a e ro na utic a l c ha rts (AR 300-15) a s we ll a s: 

A. c e rta in sp e c ifie d  p ub lic a tio ns; 

B. o the r sp e c ia l ma p s a nd  c ha rts re q uire d  b y the  AAF in the  Zo ne  o f the  

Inte rio r; 

                         

77 Histo ry o f the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e . Se c tio n IV, A. 
78 AAF Re g ula tio n No . 20-37.  “ Org a niza tio n: Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e .”  (Wa shing to n, DC: Army Air 

Fo rc e s), Ap ril 26, 1944. 
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3. Re sp o nsib ility fo r the  initia l sup p ly o f a e ro na utic a l c ha rts re q uire d  in the  the a te r 

o f o p e ra tio ns a nd  the  ma inte na nc e  a nd  sup p ly o f suc h c ha rts a s c a nno t b e  

ma inta ine d  o r p ro d uc e d  with fie ld  fa c ilitie s a va ila b le  to  the  the a te r 

c o mma nd e r; 

4. The  se rvic e  wa s to  ma inta in d ire c t c o nta c t in the  Zo ne  o f the  Inte rio r with the  

Wa r, Na vy, a nd  o the r Go ve rnme nta l a g e nc ie s o n a ll ma tte rs p e rta ining  to  

c o mp ila tio n, re p ro d uc tio n, a nd  sup p ly o f a ll o ffic ia l AAF a e ro na utic a l c ha rts; 

5. Distrib utio n o f a e ro na utic a l c ha rt se rvic e  p ub lic a tio ns is a c c o mp lishe d  in the  

Unite d  Sta te s thro ug h the  re g io na l sto re s a nd  in fo re ig n the a te rs b y fa c ilitie s 

d e sig na te d  b y the a te r c o mma nd e rs.79 

 

O ffic ia l d e sig na tio n o f the  ma na g e me nt o f the  se rvic e  inc lud e d  the  Wa shing to n D. C . 

he a d q ua rte rs, the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Pla nt a t St. Lo uis, a nd  five  re g io na l sto re s 

inc lud ing : Wa shing to n D. C .; Atla nta , Ge o rg ia ; Sa n Anto nio , Te xa s; Oa kla nd , Ca lifo rnia ; 

a nd  St. Lo uis, Misso uri.  Ultima te ly a fte r the  wa r the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e  wa s 

withd ra wn fro m He a d q ua rte rs Army-Air Fo rc e s a nd  p la c e d  und e r the  c o mma nd  o f the  

Air Tra nsp o rt Co mma nd  in Ap ril o f 1946.80  It wa s in this ye a r tha t the  p e rio d  o f 

sig nific a nc e  e nd s—in a sso c ia tio n with the  histo ric  o c c up a nc y a nd  a c tivitie s o f the  

Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e .  Multip le  d e p a rtme nt a nd  d ivisio n c ha ng e s a s we ll a s 

re lo c a tio n o ut o f the  b uild ing  b y 1947 (b a se d  p a rtly o n a  c ha ng e  o f d ire c to rship ), the  

Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e  b e c a me  p a rt o f the  De fe nse  Ma p p ing  Ag e nc y in 1972, 

the n p a rt o f the  Na tio na l Ima g e ry a nd  Ma p p ing  Ag e nc y in 1996, a nd  fina lly, the  

Na tio na l Ge o sp a tia l Inte llig e nc e  Ag e nc y (NGA) b y 2003.81  NGA c o ntinue s to  ha ve  a  

stro ng  p re se nc e  in St. Lo uis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

79 Ib id .  
80 Histo ry o f the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e . Se c tio n IV, D. 
81 Ib id . 
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Fig ure s 38A- C : Exa mp le s o f c ha rts p ro d uc e d  in the  St. Lo uis p la nt: Wo rld  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rts (to p  is se c tio n 

o f Fra nc e  a nd  b o tto m rig ht is Pla c e ntia  Ba y o n so uthe a st c o a st o f Ne wfo und la nd , Ca na d a ); b o tto m le ft is 

se c tio n o f Ca lifo rnia .  Ba se  ma p  fo r Fra nc e  wa s d ra wn in 1941 a nd  up d a te d  in 1944; o the r two  b a se  ma p s 

we re  c o mp le te d  in Se p te mb e r 1943 a nd  up d a te d  in 1944. So urc e : Co lle c tio n o f Ma tt Bive ns.  
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La te r History: 1950s to  1970s 

The  Inte rna tio na l Sho e  Co mp a ny e sta b lishe d  its ma c hine ry, wa re ho use , a nd  p o we r 

d e p a rtme nt o n multip le  flo o rs in the  b uild ing  in 1943 d uring  milita ry o c c up a tio n—ISC 

wa s c o nve rte d , like  o the r lo c a l c o mp a nie s, to  p ro d uc e  p ro d uc ts fo r the  wa r e ffo rt a nd  

in this lo c a tio n ha d  ma d e  c o mb a t b o o ts milita ry sho e s, sub ma rine  sa nd a ls, a nd  o the r 

p ro d uc ts fo r the  ho me  fro nt.82  The  me ta l slid e s the  c o mp a ny use d  to  d e live r p a rts a nd  

p ro d uc ts a re  e xta nt within o ne  o f the  a ir sha fts a d ja c e nt the  c e ntra l e le va to r c o re .  

La te r, b e twe e n 1959 a nd  1986, the  St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t ne wsp a p e r c o mp a ny 

o c c up ie d  the  b uild ing ; c o mp e titio n with the  St. Lo uis Po st-Disp a tc h a nd  St. Lo uis Sta r 

wa s fie rc e  b ut e ve ntua lly the  Glo b e  a nd  Sta r lo st to  the  Po st-Disp a tc h a nd  c lo se d  up  

the ir sho p s.  During  the  1960s a  re sta ura nt lo c a te d  o n the  first flo o r o f the  b uild ing  wa s 

c lo se d  a nd  the n mo d ifie d  fo r a n o ffic e  in 1962.83  Do wnto wn p a rking  ne c e ssitie s 

p ro mp te d  the  b uild ing  o wne r to  p ro vid e  p ub lic  p a rking  o n site  a s e a rly a s 1965.84  

Inte rio r b uild  o uts fo r sp e c ia lize d  c lie nts c o ntinue d  into  the  1970s a nd  b y 1977 o ve r $4 

millio n d o lla rs in imp ro ve me nts a nd  te c hno lo g y up g ra d e s we re  c o mp le te d .85  Suc h 

te na nts a s the  Inte rna tio na l Sho e  Co mp a ny (te na nt sinc e  the  e a rly 1940s), Co lo r 

Pro c e ss, a nd  the  St. Lo uis Glo b e  De mo c ra t (a  te na nt sinc e  1959) c o nve rte d  o p e n 

inte rio r sp a c e s to  suit the ir ne e d s d uring  this d e c a d e .  The  fa mo us e le c trifie d  St. Lo uis 

Glo b e  De mo c ra t e xte rio r sig n (a p p ro ve d  via  p e rmit o n Aug ust 17, 1976) ha d  re ma ine d  

until 1995.86 

 

Conc lusion 

The  b uild ing  whic h wa s d e sig ne d  a nd  c o mp le te d  d uring  the  e a rly 1930s sa w ne w life  a s 

the  c e ntra l fa c ility fo r the  Unite d  Sta te s milita ry Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Ma inte na nc e  

Pro g ra m d uring  Wo rld  Wa r II.  With ve ry sp e c ific  re q uire me nts a nd  a  la c k o f time  to  

c o nstruc t a  ne w fa c ility, the  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing —o ffe ring  a  ma ssive  c o nc re te  

struc ture  with o p e n flo o r p la ns a nd  hig h c e iling s, multip le  g ro und -le ve l lo a d ing  d o c ks 

a nd  inte rna l fre ig ht e le va to rs, a  c e ntra l lo c a tio n within the  c o untry with a c c e ss to  

                         

82 Ma ura n, Russe ll & Cro we ll d ra wing s in sto ra g e  a t the  fo rme r Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing .  Wa r d a ta  fro m 

Be tty Burne tt, p a g e  166. 
83 C ity o f St. Lo uis Build ing  Divisio n.  Build ing  Pe rmit # a 239, issue d  6-13-1962, $6,500 to  12th & De lma r Re a lty. 
84 Ib id .  Build ing  Pe rmit # PS101, Sta r Se rvic e  & Pa rking . 
85 Ib id .  Build ing  Pe rmit # I15859 issue d  o n 10-21-1977 to  o wne r Illino is Te rmina l fo r te na nt Co mp ute r 

Enviro nme nts, Inc .  It a p p e a rs tha t o ffic e  b uild  o uts c o mp rising  fra me  wa lls with wa ll b o a rd  surfa c e s we re  

insta lle d  p rima rily o n the  6th flo o r b ut simila r p e rio d  c o nstruc tio n a p p e a rs o n o the r flo o rs. 
86 Ib id .  Build ing  Pe rmit # I-1008.  The  sig n ha d  a  to ta l sq ua re  fo o t a re a  o f 425 a nd  ha d  39 fe e t o f inte rio r 

fluo re sc e nt lig hts.  The  sig n wa s b e ing  d isma ntle d  fo r re mo va l in Ja nua ry o f 1995.   So urc e :  Phyllis Bra sc h 

Lib ra c h.  “ Na me  Dro p .”  In St. Lo uis Po st-Disp a tc h. Ja nua ry 4, 1995. 
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wa te r, a ir, ra il, a nd  g ro und  tra nsp o rt a nd  the n ha ving  a va ila b le  va c a nt sp a c e —

a llo we d  fo r imme d ia te  mo b iliza tio n a nd  p ro d uc tio n o f e sse ntia l wa rtime  a via tio n ma p s 

a nd  c ha rts whic h wo uld  b e  sup p lie d  to  b o th the  Allie d  a nd  Ame ric a n fo rc e s in the  

e ffo rt to  win Wo rld  Wa r II.  No  o the r b uild ing  in the  c ity o f St. Lo uis o r sta te  o f Misso uri 

p ro vid e d  this sig nific a nt, sp e c ific  se rvic e , a nd  o nly a  fe w in the  c o untry to o k p a rt in the  

p ro g ra m d uring  Wo rld  Wa r II. 

 

An ic o n o f its time  a nd  a  b e a c o n to d a y, the  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  re p re se nts a  

p e rio d  whe n St. Lo uis wa s mo d e rnizing  to  ke e p  p a c e  with c o mp e titio n in na tio na l 

ma rke ts.  This so lid  ste e l, c o nc re te , a nd  ma so nry struc ture  ha s sto o d  the  te st o f time , 

se rving  the  like s o f the  wo rld -fa mo us Inte rna tio na l Sho e  Co mp a ny, Ge ne ra l Ele c tric , the  

St. Lo uis Glo b e -De mo c ra t, a nd  ultima te ly the  Unite d  Sta te s Go ve rnme nt (the  p rima ry 

sig nific a nt histo ric  te na nt).  Whe the r d ra wn b y its mo nume nta l a p p e a ra nc e  o r b y its 

inte rio r p o te ntia l, histo ric a lly-sig nific a nt te na nt, the  Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt Se rvic e  ma d e  

imme nse  c o ntrib utio ns in the  d e ve lo p me nt, p ro d uc tio n, a nd  d isse mina tio n o f 

a e ro na utic a l c ha rts d uring  Wo rld  Wa r II a nd  is lo c a lly sig nific a nt und e r Crite rio n A: 

Milita ry a nd  Ind ustry b e c a use  o f this se rie s o f a c tio ns.  The  b uild ing  wa s a lso  no te d  fo r its 

sig nific a nt a sso c ia tio n with the  a d va nc e me nt o f p ho to g ra mme try—the  sc ie nc e  o f 

tra nsfe rring  d a ta  c o mp ile d  thro ug h a e ria l p ho to g ra p hs to  a c c ura te  c ha rts whic h we re  

p ro d uc e d  he re . 

 

The  b uild ing  re ta ins muc h o f its histo ric  c ha ra c te r whic h wa s p re se nt d uring  the  p e rio d  

o f sig nific a nc e , 1932-1946—it ha s func tio ne d  a s it wa s o rig ina lly inte nd e d  sinc e  

c o nstruc tio n in 1932 a s a  tra nsp o rta tio n te rminus a nd  fa c ility fo r the  d istrib utio n a nd  

sto ra g e  o f g o o d s.  To d a y, the  g a ra g e  b a ys still o p e n to  truc k d e live ry a nd  ship p ing  o f 

g o o d s a c ro ss the  c o untry.  The  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  c o ntinue s to  sta nd  a s a  ma jo r 

St. Lo uis d o wnto wn la nd ma rk b uild ing  a nd  c le a rly illustra te s its sig nific a nt histo ry in 

a sso c ia tio n with the  Unite d  Sta te s Milita ry Ae ro na utic a l Cha rt p ro g ra m.   
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Ve rba l Bounda ry De sc ription 

The  Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  lo c a te d  a t 710 No rth Tuc ke r Bo ule va rd  in St. Lo uis 

[Ind e p e nd e nt C ity], Misso uri, is c o mp rise d  o f thre e  le g a l p a rc e ls a s fo llo ws: Pa rc e l 1 is 

a d d re sse d  a s 700-720 No rth Tuc ke r Blvd . lo c a te d  o n C ity Blo c k 841 a nd  c o nta ins a  

g ro und  a re a  o f 33,459 sq ua re  fe e t a nd  is le g a lly kno wn b y the  Asse sso r’ s O ffic e  a s 

p a rc e l numb e r 0841-00-0010-0; Pa rc e l 2 is a d d re sse d  a s 1120 Co nve ntio n Pla za  lo c a te d  

o n C ity Blo c k 825 a nd  c o nta ins a  g ro und  a re a  o f 27,323 sq ua re  fe e t a nd  is le g a lly 

kno wn b y the  Asse sso r’ s O ffic e  a s p a rc e l numb e r 0825-00-0010-0; Pa rc e l 3 is a d d re sse d  

a s 700 Ha d le y Stre e t lo c a te d  o n C ity Blo c k 531 a nd  c o nta ins a  g ro und  a re a  o f 37,000 

sq ua re  fe e t a nd  is le g a lly kno wn b y the  Asse sso r’ s O ffic e  a s p a rc e l numb e r 0531-00-

0010-0.  Pa rc e l 1 wa s histo ric a lly p a rt o f the  Churc hill a nd  Ta ylo r Ad d itio n to  St. Lo uis, 

Pa rc e l 2 wa s p a rt o f the  Churc hill Hill Ad d itio n, a nd  Pa rc e l 3 wa s p a rt o f Christy’ s 

Ad d itio n to  St. Lo uis.  A d a she d  line  o n the  a c c o mp a nying  ma p  (Fig ure  39) e ntitle d  

“Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  Bo und a ry Ma p ”  ind ic a te s the  b o und a ry o f the  no mina te d  

p ro p e rty. 

 

Bounda ry Justific a tion 

The  no mina te d  p a rc e l inc lud e s the  b uild ing  fo o tp rint. 

 

Fig ure  39: “ Mid we st Te rmina l Build ing  Bo und a ry Ma p .”   So urc e : Go o g le  Ea rth, MSB, 2015. 
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Figure 40: Photo Key. Le vine  Asso c ia te s, 2000. No t to  Sc a le .  Flo o rs 1 (top), 3 (bottom left), 5 (bottom right). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 










































