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FINAL REPORT - CHOUTEAU'S LANDING SURVEY 

OBJECTIVES - 

T h e  S t .  Louis r iverfront ,  s i t e  of the ea r l i e s t  commercial act ivi ty  in  the c i t y ,  
has long been a vi ta l  part  of the c i ty ' s  economic health. Businesses and industries 
have lined the St .  Louis wharf since the c i t y ' s  inception; a1 though the nature of 
some of these companies has changed over the years,  the r iverfront  industrial s t r i p s  
remain important connecting links in both the c i t y ' s  history and i t s  industrial l i f e .  
One of these s t r i p s ,  dubbed "Chouteau's Landing," i s  the basis of th i s  survey. Located 
along the r iver  south of Poplar S t ree t ,  the area ( l i ke  "Laclede's Landing," north of 
the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial) was named in  the twentieth century for  the 
c i t y ' s  founding Laclede/Chouteau family. This area,  while a t  an early stage having 
residential buildings mixed with commercial, i s  primarily commercial/'industrial and 
boasts a diverse range of building s tyles  and ages. Always an excellent area geo- 
graphically for  transportation of goods, Chouteau's Landing i s  a good example of the 
continued adaptation of an area to  current needs. The objectives of th i s  survey were 
to identify those buildings in  the survey area bui l t  prior to 1938 and which appear 
t o  maintain the i r  in tegr i ty ,  and to evaluate them as to the i r  e l i g i b i l i t y  for l i s t i ng  
in the National Register of Historic Places. 

AREA SURVEY ED - 

The survey area (as delineated on the accompanying map) i s  as follows: beginning 
a t  the point of intersection of the south 1 ine of the Poplar Street  Bridge/Highway 
140-64 and the east  1 ine of Leonore K. Sullivan Boulevard (Wharf), running west along 
the south 1 ine of Highway 140-64 to i t s  point of intersection with the eas t  1 ine of 
South Seventh S t ree t ;  then south along South Seventh Street  t o  i t s  point of intersection 
with the north l ine  of Highway 155; running northeasterly along Highway I55 t o  a point 
approximately in the center of City Block 73; then r u n n i n g  southeasterly along an 
extension of the north 1 ine of Lasalle Street  t o  i t s  point of intersection with the east  
1 ine of South F i rs t  (Main) Street ;  then southwardly t o  i t s  point of intersection with 
the north 1 ine of Convent Street ;  then eastwardly along Convent S t ree t  t o  the river.  
The area,  originally extending a b i t  far ther  to the north, was truncated by the con- 
struction of the Poplar S t ree t  Bridge/Highway 140-64 and the Jefferson Na,tional Expan- 
sion Memorial area. The character of the area changes west of South Seventh S t ree t  and 
includes extensive redevelopment. To the south, the inaccessible Nooter company com- 
pound and Highway I55 provide a hard edge for  the survey area. The survey area i s  
approximately 110 square acres. 

RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODS JSEJ 

The methods used in th i s  study began with an elemental foot survey, noting any 
demo1 i tions , new construction, changes in  existing buildings, obvious boundaries, e tc .  
The archives a t  City Hal 1 , Market and Tucker S t ree ts ,  were then consul ted to obtain 
information available on building permits. The permits are  arranged by c i ty  block 



number, more o r  l e s s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y .  As w i t h  any b u i l d i n g  p e r m i t  search i n  S t .  Lou is  

i n v o l v i n g  e a r l y  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  problem a r i s e s  where in  t h e  p e r m i t  1  i c i t s  o n l y  t h e  s t r e e t  
name and t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was t o  be b u i l t  on. Th is  problem can 
sometimes be reso l ved  by t h e  use o f  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  o r  o t h e r  a r c h i v a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  
which t h e  owner 's name can be matched w i t h  a  known l o c a t i o n .  More o f t e n  than  n o t ,  
however, t h e r e  i s  s-iniply no p o s i t i v e  way t o  match such a p e r m i t  w i t h  an e x i s t i n g  
b u i l d i n g .  Every e f f o r t  was made t o  g e t  an exac t  da te  f o r  every  b u i l d i n g  surveyed. Two 
sources most o f t en  used i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  were t h e  1875 hand-drawn pe rspec t i ve  view of 
S t .  Lou is  by Compton & Dry, o f  which a  copy f o r  t h e  survey area i s  i nc l uded  i n  t h i s  
r e p o r t ;  and t h e  1883 map of St .  Lou i s  by Hopkins, which shows t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  each s t r u c t u r e  
and o f t en  g ives  i t s  name - a  copy o f  which i s  a l s o  i nc l uded  ( t h e  xe rograph ic  qua1 i t y  
o f  i t  i s  n o t  t h e  best ,  a  f a c t o r  n o t  i n  t h e  hands o f  t h i s  su r veyo r ) .  By comparing t h e  
e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  survey area w i t h  these two sources and w i t h  b u i l d i n g  permi ts ,  
a  l a r g e  percentage of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  were r e 1  i a b l y  dated w i t h  a  s p e c i f i c  year .  Those 
t h a t  e luded a  d e f i n i t e  da te  were assigned c i r c a  dates based on t h e i r  appearance on t h e  
maps, t h e i r  phys i ca l  aspect,  and t h e i r  comparison w i t h  s i m i l a r  S t .  Lou is  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  
known dates.  The deduc t i ve  process of d a t i n g  these b u i l d i n g s  i s  g e n e r a l l y  desc r ibed  
a t  l e n g t h  on t h e  survey sheets under I tem #43. I t  should  be noted f o r  t h e  r e c o r d  t h a t  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  pe rm i t s  i n  t h i s  area proved t o  be unusua l l y  poor,  w i t h  pe rm i t s  f o r  a1 1 o r  
most of severa l  b locks  s imp l y  m iss ing  f rom t h e  a rch ives ;  a d d i t i o n a l l y  , when t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p e r ~ i i i  t s  were m i c r o f i  lmed, an unusual l y  l a r g e  number o f  then1 were over lapped, 1  eav i  ng 
t h e  researcher  w i t h  t h e  ve ry  f r u s t r a t i n g  exper ience o f  knowing that;  a  p e r m i t  was there ,  
a lmos t  w i t h i n  grasp, y e t  o f  no va lue  whatsoever. The o r i g i n a l s  o f  t h e  permi ts  a r e  i n  
s t o rage  and n o t  a v a i l  ab l  e  t o  researchers ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  permi ts ,  t h e  B u i l d i n g  & Zoning Department 01' t h e  c i t y  i n s t i t u t e d  
t h e  need f o r  a  b u i l d i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e  a t  some p o i n t  i n  t ime.  Some b u i l d i n g s  have bo th  
permi t s  and c e r t i f i c a t e s  , some have o n l y  one and some, o f  course, have n e i t h e r .  Even 
a l l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  same t ime  frame may n o t  have a  cor responding c e r t i f i c a t e ,  so even 
t h i s  backup source sometimes f a i l s  t h e  researcher .  However, i n  severa l  ins tances,  
b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  survey area were dated us i ng  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  wh'ich do n o t  1 i s t  t h e  
a r c h i t e c t  o r  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  When t h e  da te  was p i n p o i n t e d  by c e r t i f i c a t e ,  i t  
i s  so noted on t h e  survey sheet .  

Wi th  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  b u i l d i n g  p e r m i t  date ,  research was then  taken t o  t h e  Main S t .  
Lou is  Pub1 i c  L i b r a r y ,  where t h e  D a i l y  Record i s  a v a i l a b l e  on micro. f i lm.  The D a i l y  Record, 
s t i l l  i n  cont inuous p u b l i c a t i o n ,  began i n  S t .  Lou is  i n  t h e  F a l l  o f  1890. I t  l i s t s  every  
l e g a l  t r a n s a c t i o n  i n  t he  c i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u i l d i n g  permi ts .  The b u i l d i n g  pe rm i t s  as 
ava . i l ab le  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  today a r e  r e a l l y  cop ies made by WPA workers d u r i n g  t h e  1930s; 
they  d i d  n o t  o f t e n  r e c o r d  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s ,  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  s i z e  o r  o t h e r  v i t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
about  a  b u i l d i n g .  That  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s ,  however, recorded i n  t h e  D a i l y  Record. The 
i n f o r m a t i o n  process us i ng  b u i l d i n g  permi ts  and c e r t i f i c a t e s  i s ,  t f ien, a  two- ( o r  more) 
s t ep  procedure.  Using these sources, a  da te  and o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  was secured 
f o r  every  p o s s i b l e  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  survey area. 

Once aga in  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  a  photograph was taken o f  every  b u i l d i n g  n o t  obv ious l y  new 
o r  comp le te ly  devo id  of i n t e g r i t y .  A t  t h e  same t ime,  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  gleaned as descr ibed  
above was consu l ted  t o  check f o r  accuracy.  

B u i l d i n g s  were n e x t  ass igned survey numbers, beg inn ing  i n  t h e  nor thwes t  co rner  o f  
t h e  map and moving t h e  l e n g t h  o f  each nor th -sou th  s t r e e t ,  b l o c k  by b l o c k .  Two t h i ngs  
a r e  impo r tan t  t o  no te  here:  f i r s t ,  those b u i l d i n g s  and p a r t s  o f  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  a s t e r i s k s  
a r e  e i t h e r  newer than 1938, o r  a r e  l a c k i n g  i n  i n t e g r i t y  i n  t h e  r esea rche r ' s  es t ima t i on ;  



t h i s  should be d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from t h e  "non -con t r i bu t i ng "  s t a t u s  o f . ten  seen i n  
Nat iona l  Reg is te r  d i s t r i c t s .  Second, some b u i l d i n g s  were bu i  1  t i n  stages; t o  
f a c i  1  i t a t e  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  ease of understanding , these a r e  g i ven  t he  subd iv is ions  o f  
A, B y  C ,  e t c .  under a  s i n g l e  survey number (e.g., 54a, 54b).  They a re  descr ibed  on 
separate sheets f o r  t he  most p a r t ,  t o  enable t he  reader  b e t t e r  t o  focus on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
p a r t s .  Thus, a1 though t h e r e  a r e  57 survey numbers, t he re  a r e  i n  r e a l i t y  severa l  more 
b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  sheets.  

Once t he  bas i c  data and photographs were done f o r  t he  b u i l d i n g s ,  an a t tempt  was 
made as f a r  as p o s s i b l e  t o  t r a c e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  b u i l d i n g .  Because these were and 
a r e  commercial b u i l d i n g s ,  t he  business sec t i ons  o f  t he  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s  were o f t en  con- 
s u l  ted. Reverse c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  those t h a t  1  i s t  t h e  s t r e e t s  and t h e  occupants of 
each address, proved t o  be very  va luab le .  I l n f o r t una te l y ,  they  begin i n  1909, l e a v i n g  
a  l a r g e  e a r l y  gap i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  some b u i l d i n g s .  Where poss ib l e ,  a  name found i n  
t h e  e a r l y  reverse  d i r e c t o r i e s  i s  t r aced  backwards through t h e  r e g u l a r  d i r e c t o r i e s  , 
sometimes p r o v i n g  f r u i t f u l  . More o f t en ,  though, t h e  th read  i s  l o s t  because o f  t h e  very  
r a p i d  t u rnove r  o f  tenancy found i n  t h i s  area.  Another map, t h e  Whipple Insurance map, 
was u s e f u l  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  O r i g i n a l l y  pub l i shed  i n  1897, t he  map copy we were ab le  t o  
l o c a t e  was updated a t  some unspec i f i ed  t ime; f rom our  b e s t  est imates,  t he  updates took  
p l a c e  from about 1902 t o  1909 o r  p o s s i b l y  as l a t e  as 1910. Names o f t e n  appear on t h e  
Whippl e  map, a long  w i t h  b u i l d i n g  s t o r y  he igh t s  and o t h e r  s t r u c t u r a l  i n f o rma t i on ,  a1 1  
he lp fu l  i n  t h i s  research. A copy of t he  Whipple map i s  n o t  i nc l uded  because i t  i s  
a v a i l a b l e  o n l y  on m i c r o f i l m  a t  a  very  l a r g e  sca le ;  a  map o f  t h i s  area, when p ieced 
toge ther ,  i s  some t e n  f e e t  by s i x  f e e t .  A reduced ve rs i on  was unobta inable.  The Whipple 
was e s p e c i a l l y  good when used i n  con junc t i on  w i t h  t h e  Sanborn map, t h e  map f rom which 
our  base map was drawn. The Sanborn shows b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  unusual s t r u c t u r a l  d e t a i l s  
( s k y l i g h t s ,  e t c . ) ,  he igh t ,  and sometimes g ives  a  b u i l d i n g  da te  ( t h i s  was t h e  o n l y  c l u e  
t o  b u i l d i n g  dates i n  a t  l e a s t  one i ns tance  i n  t h i s  su rvey) .  The copy o f  t h e  Sanborn 
we worked w i t h  was updated around 1960, us i ng  new i n f o r m a t i o n  p r i n t e d  on paper and 
pasted over  t he  o l d .  Th is  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  o c c a s i o n a l l y  on some o f  the sheets as a  "paste- 
over," and i t  was sometimes p o s s i b l e  t o  remove t h e  pasteovers t o  check t he  b u i l d i n g  
h i s t o r i e s  underneath ("Was t h i s  an o l d  b u i l d i n g  t h a t  was sheathed, o r  was i t  a l l  new? 
Could t h i s  have been t a l l  e r /b igger /shor te r /sma l  l e r  be fo re?"  e t c .  ) . 

Throughout t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  every e f f o r t  was exer ted  t o  r e l a t e  t he  research process 
and i n f o r m a t i o n  thus procured i n  a  l o g i c a l  and chrono log ica l  manner. Each sheet  was 
prepared w i t h  t h a t  goal i n  mind, i n  o rde r  t h a t  t he  reader  can more e a s i l y  draw l o g i c a l  
conc lus ions  f rom t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g iven.  

The area of  Chouteau's Landing i s  l oca ted  between t he  o r i g i n a l  downtown commercial 
hub and t he  Soulard neighborhood t o  t he  immediate south.  I t  appears t o  be t y p i c a l  o f  
t h e  commercial /i n d u s t r i a l  neighborhoods runn ing  the  approx imate ly  twenty m i  1 es o f  S t .  
L o u i s '  sho re l i ne ,  a l though i t  does boast  a  longer  h i s t o r y  than t h a t  o f  t h e  areas a t  
t h e  p o i n t s  f a r t h e s t  n o r t h  and south.  Geographica l ly ,  t h e  area was a t  t h e  r i g h t  p l ace  
a t  t h e  r i g h t  t ime  f o r  r a p i d  e a r l y  development. A r i v e r f r o n t  l o c a t i o n  was paramount, 
o f  course, t o  sh ipp ing  du r i ng  t h e  e ra  when over land  t r a v e l  was d i f f i c u l t  o r  imposs ib le ;  
t he  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i ve r  was t h e  key t o  t he  e a r l y  success o f  t h e  town, and Chouteau's 
Landing p layed  i t s  p a r t  i n  t h i s  success. La te r ,  when r a i l  t r a n s p o r t  became t h e  c r i t i c a l  
f a c t o r  i n  t he  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  commercial p r o s p e r i t y ,  t he  impor tan t  I r o n  Mountain R a i l -  
road had t r acks  and a  depot a t  t h e  l evee  o f  Chouteau's Landing, assur ing  merchants o f  



reduced drayage cos t s  and r a p i d  t u rnove r  o f  goods. A d d i t i o n a l  r a i l r o a d s  have se rv i ced  
t h e  area ove r  t h e  years ,  p r o v i d i n g  con t inued  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  p rospec t i ve  business and 
i n d u s t r y .  

That  t h e  cha rac te r  of l a n d  use i n  t h i s  area has n o t  changed a  g r e a t  deal  i n  over  
one hundred years  becomes c l e a r  w i t h  a  comparat ive s tudy  o f  maps o f  t h e  area. The 

1875 Compton & Dry p e r s p e c t i v e  drawing g i ves  an e s p e c i a l l y  dramat ic  v iew o f  t h e  town 
( n o t e  t h a t  Mu1 b e r r y  S t r e e t  i s  now G r a t i o t  and Sycamore and Labadie a r e  now L a s a l l e ) .  
Whi le  t h e r e  were a  number o f  p r i v a t e  res idences i n  t h e  survey area t h a t  yea r  (most 
no tab l y  i n  C i t y  B lock  49, bound by Second, Chouteau, T h i r d  and Lombard), t he  m a j o r i t y  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  were i n  commercial use, w i t h  most r e s i d e n t s  l i v i n g  i n  second- f loo r  
o r  r e a r  ( o f t e n  f l ounde r ,  such as s t i l l  found today i n  C i t y  B locks 76 and 160) qua r te r s ,  
f r equen t l y  above o r  behind t h e i r  own businesses. A  wide range o f  en te rp r i ses  can be 
seen (a1 b e i  t more c l e a r l y  on t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  where t h e  numbers on t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  more 
l e g i b l e ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  severa l  f l o u r  m i l l s ,  two d i s t i l l e r i e s ,  s a l t  and o t h e r  warehouses, 
and a t  l e a s t  two po rk  packers,  among many o the rs .  The area was densely b u i l t  up f o r  
t h e  most p a r t ,  t h e  open spaces v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  drawing u s u a l l y  be ing assoc ia ted  w i t h  
t h e  a t tached  business such as t h e  s tockyard  i n  City Block  48. 

The e x t e n t  o f  e a r l y  f l o u r  m i l l i n g  i n  t h e  survey area i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  commercial 
h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c i t y .  Because o f  S t .  L o u i s '  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  and r i v e r  access, g r a i n  
was r e a d i l y  shipped t o  t h e  c i t y  f o r  process ing.  There were f o u r t e e n  m i l l s  i n  t h e  c i t y  
i n  1847, twenty-two i n  1850, and twenty-seven i n  1872,l severa l  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  be ing  
l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  survey area. I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  these were t h e  P a c i f i c  M i l l  a t  T h i r d  
and Cedar, t h e  A t l a n t i c  ( l a t e r  Regina) M i l l s  a t  Main and Plum, t h e  Saxony M i l l s  on 
Lombard ( a l l  razed) ,  and t h e  George P l a n t  M i l l i n g  Co. a t  F i r s t  (Main) and Chouteau, 
which was r e b u i l t  a t  l e a s t  tw i ce ,  o f  which t h e  b u i l d i n g s  remain i n  C i t y  B lock  44E. Of 
t he  P l a n t  M i l l  i t  was s a i d  i n  1902 t h a t  i t  was "now much t h e  l a r g e s t  m i l l  here ... 1' 2  

F l o u r  m i l l i n g  was so impor tan t ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  t h e  M i l l e r s '  Exchange was es tab l i shed  i n  
1849 severa l  b locks  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a t  Main and Locust .  The Exchange p rov ided  a  spec ia l  
meet ing and e x h i b i t  h a l l  f o r  g r a i n  merchants, steamboat cap ta i ns  h a u l i n g  g ra i n ,  m i l l e r s  
and g r a i n  farmers and was separate  f rom t h e  more general  Merch n t ' s  Exchange. The 
M i l l e r s t  Exchange was t h e  f i r s t  g r a i n  exchange i n  t h e  country. '  The f a c t  t h a t  so many 
m i l l s  were l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  smal l  area surveyed was a t t r i b u t e d  by Kargau i n  1902 t o  t he  
l o c a t i o n ,  say ing  o f  t h e  Regina M i l l s ,  

" . . . t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  m i l l  a f f o r d s  b e t t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  
f o r  t h e  incoming g r a i n  and t h e  ou tgo ing  f l o u r ,  than any o t h e r  m i l l  i n  
t h e  c i t y  possesses, i t s  nearness t o  t h e  r i v e r  i s  l i k e w i s e  an impo r tan t  
f a c t o r  i n  t h e  sav ing o f  f r e i g h t  expenses, a1 1  o f  which i s  o f  b e n e f i t  t o  
t h e  purchasers o f  i t s  p roduc t .  "4 

Indeed, t h e  m i l l  was, l i k e  t h a t  o f  P l an t ,  l o c a t e d  on t h e  I r o n  Mountain Ra i l r oad  t r a c k s  
( t h e  r a i l  r o a d ' s  depot  i s  v i s i b l e  i n  C i t y  B lock  853 on t h e  Compton & Dry map) and near 
t h e  M i ssou r i  P a c i f i c  1  ine ,  which had r a i l s  down Pop la r  S t r e e t  t o  t.he l evee  where i t  
j o l n e d  w i t h  t h e  S t .  Lou is ,  I r o n  Mountain & Southern, p r o v i d i n g  an impo r tan t  l i n k  w i t h  
t h e  b i g  f r e i g h t y a r d s  between Poplar  and Cerre S t r e e t s  j u s t  west of' South Seventh S t r e e t .  

The I r o n  Mountain R a i l r o a d  was o r i g i n a l l y  cons t ruc ted  f rom S t .  Lou is  t o  P i l o t  Knob, 
M i ssou r i  i n  1853-57, l a r g e l y  through t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  James Henry Mor ley.  I t s  o r i g i n a l  
c h a r t e r  was g ran ted  by t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1851 f o r  t h e  purpclse o f  connect ing S t .  



Lou is  w i t h  t h e  i r o n  depos i t s  o f  I r o n  Mountain i n  S t .  Francois  C0unt.y o r  P i l o t  Knob 
i n  Madison County. The e i g h t y - f i v e  m i l e s  o f  r a i l r o a d  were opened f o r  business i n  
May o f  1858. I n  1874, t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  t h e  S t .  Louis  and I r o n  Mountain Rai lway 
Company; t h e  Arkansas Branch o f  t h e  S t .  Louis  and I r o n  Mountain Rai lway Company; t h e  
Cai ro ,  Arkansas & Texas R a i l r o a d  Company; and t h e  Ca i ro  and Ful  t o n  R a i l r o a d  Company 
formed t h e  S t .  Lou is ,  I r o n  Mountain & Southern Rai lway Company. One o f  t h e  c h i e f  
se r v i ces  performed by t h e  company was t h a t  i t  p rov ided  a  connec t ion  w i t h  v i r t u a l l y  
a l l  o t h e r  r a i l r o a d s  coming i n t o  S t .  Louis .  

By 1883 when t h e  Hopkins map was pub l i shed ,  t h e  importance o f  r a i l  1  i nes  i n  t h e  
area had c l e a r l y  increased.  The S t .  Lou is ,  I r o n  Mountain & Southern R a i l  road had 
expanded b o t h  i n  t r a c k  m i leage  and i t s  depot f a c i l i t i e s  a long  t h e  levee  a t  Chouteau's 
Landing. The r a i l r o a d  now ran  t r a c k s  west  f rom t h e  r i v e r  t o  warehouses and t o  a  sma l l e r  
depot i n  C i t y  B lock  74. Th is  i n n o v a t i o n  o f  t a k i n g  t h e  t r a c k s  up t o  (and sometimes i n t o )  
manufac tu r ing  complexes i s  s t i l l  i n  use today; City Block 42 i s  one pr ime example i n  
which t h e  t r a c k s  can be seen s u r v i n g  up t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  1883 and i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
i n  1988. As Kargau p o i n t e d  ou t ,  c u t t i n g  excess sh ipp ing  cos t s  b e n e f i t s  bo th  t h e  
buyer and t h e  s e l l e r .  

R i ve r  s h i p p i n g  was s t i l l  a  v i t a l  element i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  business i n  S t .  Lou is  
i n  1883, b u t  r a i l  l i n e s  were f a s t  becoming a l l - i m p o r t a n t .  The Merchant 's  Ra i l r oad  
Br idge,  begun i n  1887 and f i n i s h e d  i n  1889, was a  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n .  
The members o f  t h e  Merchant 's  Exchange had formed t h e  S t .  Lou is  Merchant 's  Br idge  Co. 
and t h e  S t .  Lou is  Merchant 's  Terminal Co. by t h e  mid-1880s i n  o rde r  t o  spearhead t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o f  a  second b r i d g e  across t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i .  R a i l r o a d  magnate Jay Gould had 
f o r  some t ime  monopol ized t h e  Eads B r i dge  and most o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  s e r v i n g  t h e  c i t y ;  
S t .  Lou is  businessmen were anxious o  f r e e  themselves f rom what was beg inn ing  t o  be 
regarded as something o f  a  ty ranny.5 Wi th  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  and i t s  e l e -  
vat.ed approach t r a c k s  ( r i g h t  through t h e  m idd le  o f  t h e  survey area - v i s i b l e  i n  severa l  
photos) ,  l o c a l  people  hoped t o  a t t r a c t  i n v e s t o r s  i n  what was a  dream f o r  years  t o  1  i n k  
S t .  Lou is  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  c o a s t  by a  d i r e c t  t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l  r a i l r o a d .  The f i n a n c i a l  
Panic o f  1893 caused b r i d g e  i n v e s t o r s  t o  c u t  t h e i r  l osses  and s e l l  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  t e rm ina l  monopoly; t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n s  f o r  t h e  b r i d g e  as a  g r e a t  con- 
nec:t ing l i n k  went by t h e  wayside amid what was regarded as a  g r e a t  scandal a t  t he  t ime.  
The t r a c k s  and b r i d g e  today, a l though  appear ing t o  be somewhat d e t e r i o r a t e d  ( t o  say 
n o t h i n g  of  t h e i r  d e t r a c t i o n  t o  t h e  landscape), a r e  h e a v i l y  used. T h e i r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
caused some demo1 i t i o n  and some a1 t e r a t i o n s  t o  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e i r  pa th ,  and these a r e  
so no ted  on t h e  survey sheets.  

The Whipple Insurance maps f rom around t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tu ry  i n d i c a t e  a  t r e n d  
t h a t  was beg inn ing  t o  t ake  shape - t h a t  o f  l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g s  t a k i n g  over  much o f  whole 
c i t y  b locks .  Th is  was p r i m a r i l y  t r u e  o f  t h e  row o f  b l ocks  neares t  t h e  r i v e r ,  which 
n a t u r a l  l y  o f f e r e d  t h e  b e s t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  access f o r  l a r g e  manufac tu r i  ng businesses. 
Smal le r  b u i l d i n g s  and sma l l e r  ope ra t i ons  remained as they had been on t h e  s t r e e t s  f a r t h e r  
away from t h e  r i v e r  and r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  and depots.  As these businesses a r e  t r aced  
through t h e  years  by t h e  use o f  c i t y  d i r e c t o r i e s ,  i t  beconies apparent  t h a t  a very  r a p i d  
business t u rnove r  r a t e  was t h e  norm i n  t h i s  area. The va r i ous  h i s t o r i e s  as g i ven  on 
t h e  survey sheets show t h i s  tendency q u i t e  c l e a r l y .  There a r e  marly reasons f o r  t h i s  
t o  be t h e  case. The p r imary  reason i s  t h a t  smal l  , family-owned concerns usual  l y  have 
a  d e f i n i t e  l i f e span .  Drygoods and g rocery  s t o res  a re  good examples o f  t h i s  t ype  o f  
ope ra t i on ,  i n  which a  s o l e  owner runs t h e  business f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  h i s  p r o d u c t i v e  



a d u l t  l i f e  and then goes o u t  o f  business upon re t i r emen t .  The s to res  a long South 

Four th  S t r e e t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  C i t y  B lock  76, a r e  good examples of t h i s  t ype  o f  bus i -  
ness. The owner u s u a l l y  l i v e d  above o r  behind t h e  s to re ,  which was a  smal l  ope ra t i on .  
F i nanc ia l  setbacks were o f t e n  t h e  cause o f  smal l  businesses s e l l i n g  ou t ;  these cou ld  
be assoc ia ted  w i t h  widespread f i n a n c i a l  f a i l u r e ,  such as t he  Panic o f  1893 o r  the  
Depression o f  t he  1 9 3 0 ~ ~  o r  they cou ld  be s imp le  f a i l u r e  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t he  businessman. 
Floods -in 1872 and 1885 were p a r t i c u l a r l y  devas ta t ing ,  as was t h e  t.ornado o f  1896, and 
f i r e s  a1 so took t h e i r  t o1  1  , espec ia l  l y  among t h e  m i l  1  s .  The na tu re  o f  business i n  
t h e  area g radua l l y  changed between 1883 and 1902-09 as w e l l ,  and drtygoodsmen and grocers 
found themselves w i t h  such a  reduced c l i n e t e l e  t h a t  they were f o r ced  t o  go o u t  o f  bus i -  
ness o r  move elsewhere. Some o f  t h i s  movement was sumnied up i n  1902: 

"One o f  t he  p r i n c i p a l  reasons f o r  t h e  removal o f  t h e  l ~ e r c h a n t ' g  Exchange 
/:in 187$ f rom Main t o  T h i r d  S t r e e t  was t he  con t inued  wane o f  t he  r i v e r  
t r a f f i c  and t h e  general  exodus o f  business from t h e  neighborhood of  t he  
Levee. The westward march o f  t r ade  began when t he  who1 esal  e  f i r m s  (mos t l y  
i n  t he  drygoods, c l o t h i n g  and h a t  and cap 1  i n e )  l e f t  Main f o r  F i f t h  S t r e e t  
and a f te rwards  f o r  Washington Avenue; Four th  S t r e e t  was deser ted by t h e  whole- 
s a l e  m i l l i n e r y  and t h e  r e t a i l  drygoods houses, which a l s o  went f u r t h e r  west ... 11 7 

Whi le  t h e  area r e f e r r e d  t o  p r i m a r i l y  was a  few b locks  t o  t h e  nor th ,  t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  
e x i s t e d  on a  l ess  dramat ic  sca le  i n  t he  Chouteau's Landing area. A f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
cen tu ry ,  ve ry  few people were ac tua l  l y  1 i v i n g  i n  t h e  survey area.  New owners o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  
1  i k.e t h a t  a t  740 South Four th  o r ,  l a t e r ,  908 South Seventh, were more a p t  t o  be se rv i ce -  
o r i e n t e d  r a t h e r  than i n  sa les  . Large businesses, 1  i ke Crunden-Marti n  and G l  idden 
( C i t y  Blocks 42 and 43) s e t  up long t ime opera t ions  i n  manufactur ing and wholesal ing;  
because these types o f  commerce do n o t  deal w i t h  t he  p u b l i c  they, l i k e  Gunther S a l t  
( C i t y  B lock 44E & W )  and G. S. Robins ( C i t y  B lock  45),  d o n ' t  have t o  cons ider  t h i ngs  
1  i ke t h e  customer p a r k i n g  o r  t he  aes the t i c s  o f  t he  landscaping o f  t he  b u i l d i n g .  

I n  f a c t ,  few f r i l l s  a r e  i n  evidence on t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h i s  survey. Today, t h e  
area i s  b u s t l i n g  w i t h  t r u c k  and r a i l  t r a f f i c  and few b u i l d i n g s  appear t o  have remained 
long  vacant.  Medium and smal l  i n d u s t r y  a l i k e  seem t o  be do ing w e l l  i n  what i s  probably  
one of t he  few areas o f  the  c i t y  t h a t  has r e t a i n e d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  type o f  l and  use v i r t u a l l y  
s i n c e  t h e  onset  o f  w h i t e  se t t lement .  

Arch i  t e c t u r e  

The a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  survey area v a r i e s  w ide l y  bo th  i n  age and i n  s t y l e ,  rang ing  
from c .  1870 s to re / res idences  i n  City Block 76 t o  a  t i n y  1920s d i n e r  i n  City Block 155 
t o  t he  e l e g a n t l y  designed b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  Crunden-Martin complex i n  City Blocks 42 and 
51. I f  t he re  i s  one 1  i n k  t o  be found throughout  t h e  survey area a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  i t  i s  
u t i  1 i t a r i an i sm.  Most o f  t he  b u i l d i n g s  be1 i e  t h e i r  i n d u s t r i a l  f u n c t i o n  i n  some way, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he  l a t e r  b u i  1 d ings .  The b u i  1  d ings cons t ruc ted  be fo re  about 1905 (espec ia l  l y  
those o f  t he  Robins complex i n  City Block  45, t h e  aforement ioned Crunden-Martin complex 
and those b u i l d i n g s  i n  City Block 41, w i t h  t h e i r  f a n c i f u l  b r i c kwo rk )  tend t o  have a  
cha rac te r  and s t y l e  un ique l y  t h e i r  own, a p a r t  f rom t h e i r  p r imary  f u n c t i o n .  The 1916 
Powell b u i l d i n g  i n  C i t y  B lock 52 f a i l s  t o  c a r r y  t h e  a i r  o f  grace t h a t  can be found i n  
t he  f a c t o r y  b u i l d i n g  (#50)  i n  City Block 43. The s t r a i g h t  f u n c t i o n a l i s m  o f  #37 i n  C i t y  
B lock 50, f o r  example, i s  no comparison f o r  t h e  Romanesque arches - even i n  t h e i r  a l t e r e d  
s t a t e  - o f  b u i l d i n g  #20 i n  City Block 161. 



I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  t he re  a r e  few detached b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h i s  area 
b u i l t  a f t e r  1938; t h e  main except ions a r e  t h e  f a s t - f o o d  p laces and f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n s  
o f  t he  Broadway/South Four th  S t r e e t  s t r i p .  Owners, perhaps m ind fu l  o f  cos ts ,  chose 
r a t h e r  t o  make new a d d i t i o n s  t o  o r  d r a s t i c a l l y  a1 t e r  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  t he  most 
part,. The type  of t o t a l  redevelopment t h a t  has occurred i n  the  area immediately west 
of Chouteau's Landing has n o t  happened i n  t h i s  area, a l though a  l a r g e  number o f  b u i l d i n g s  
were removed f o r  t he  highway system du r i og  t he  1960s and 1970s. The highways and e l e -  
vated r a i l r o a d  t r acks  a re  i n  f a c t  t he  major  d i s t r a c t i o n  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h i s  area. 

Chouteau's Landing i s  Phase I o f  severa l  i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  a re  i n  the  
process o f  be ing  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  a mu1 t i p a r t  program. S i m i l a r  areas appear t o  e x i s t  
a long much o f  t he  c i t y ' s  w a t e r f r o n t  and i n  western pockets near the f r e i g h t y a r d s .  The 
neares t  coun te rpa r t  t o  Chouteau's Landing i s  l oca ted  a long t he  r i v e r  on t h e  c i t y ' s  near 
n o r t h  s i de .  U n t i l  t he  o t h e r  phases o f  t h i s  survey a r e  completed, we do n o t  y e t  have 
enough con tex t  t o  i d e n t i f y  p o t e n t i a l  Na t iona l  Reg is te r  nominees. Wi th  t h e  complet ion 
of  t he  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  survey areas, a  much b e t t e r  vantage p o i n t  w i l l  be gained f o r  
making a judgement on t h e  e l i g i b i l i t y  o f  these b u i l d i n g s  based on t h e i r  themat ic  m e r i t .  
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Chouteau's Landing Survey - Key t o  Photographs (57 s i t e s ;  68 photos)  

A l l  photos taken August-September 1988 by Cynth ia  H. Longwisch; negat ives i n  possession 
of  Landmarks Assoc ia t i on  o f  S t .  Louis ,  I n c .  917 Locust,  S t .  Lou is ,  MO 63101. 

1. 612 South Seventh S t r e e t  
camera f a c i  ng southeast  

18. 710-12 South S i x t h  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i  ng no r theas t  

2. 615 South S i x t h  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i  ng nor thwest  

19. 700-08 South Sixth/520-24 Cerre 
camera f a c i n g  no r theas t  

3. 734-40 South Seventh S t r e e t  
camera f a c i  ng no r theas t  

20. 514-16 Cerre 
camera f a c i n g  southwest 

4. 908 Soluth Seventh S t r e e t  
calilera, f a c i  ng eas t l n o r t h e a s  t 

21. 701 South Broadway 
camera f a c i n g  southwest 

5. 609-61.5 Chouteau 
camera f a c i n g  nor thwest  

22. 700 South Br~oadway 
camera f a c i n g  southeast  

6. 601 Chouteau/915 South S i x t h  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i  ng nor thwest  

23. 736 South Broadway 
camera f a c i n g  southeast  

7. 1150 South Seventh S t r e e t  
camera f a c i n g  eas t  

24. 918 South Four th  S t r e e t  ( r i g h t )  
camera f a c i n g  southeast  

8. 1200 South Seventh/620-26 H ickory  
camer'a f a c i  ng southeast  

25. 916 South Four th  S t r e e t  ( l e f t )  
camera f a c i n g  southeast  

9. 1201 South S i x t h  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i  ng southwest 

26. 904-08 South Four th  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i  ng no r theas t  

10. 1144-50 South S i x t h  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i n g  no r theas t  

27. 900 South Four th  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i n g  southeast  

11. 1128-32 South S i x t h  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i n g  no r theas t  

28. 818-22 South Four th /331 Lombard S t .  
camera f a c i n g  no r theas t  

12. 1120-26 South S i x t h  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i  ng no r theas t  

29. 317-21 Lombard S t r e e t  
camera f a c i  ng nor thwest  

13. 1100--16 S.  Sixth/518-24 Lasal  l e  
camera f a c i  ng no r theas t  

30a.& b y  same photo 
758 South Four th  S t r e e t  ( r i g h t )  
756 South Four th  S t r e e t  ( l e f t )  
camera f a c i n g  eas t  14a. 510 Lasal  1 e 

camera f a c i n g  southeast  
31. 754 South Four th  S t r e e t  

camera f a c i n g  eas t  14b. 500-06 Lasal  1 e 
camera f a c i n g  southwest 

32. 746-48 South Four th  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i n g  no r theas t  15. 1125-27 South Broadway 

camera f a c i n g  southwest 
33. 742 South Four th  S t r e e t  

camera f a c i n g  eas t  16. 1129 South Broadway 
camera f a c i  ng southwest 

34. 740 South Fgur th  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i n g  southeast  17. 1131 South Broadway 

camera f a c i n g  southwest 
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35. 730-34 South Thi rd /217 Cedar 
camera f a c i n g  nor thwes t  

49b. 101-07 Chouteau ( c e n t e r )  
camera f a c i n g  nor thwest  

49c. r e a r ,  101-07 C:hou teau (1 e f t )  
camera f a c i n g  southwest 

36. 753-65 S. Second/210-13 G r a t i o t  
camera f a c i  ng nor thwest  

50. 820-26 S. Second/l45 Lombard 
camera f a c i n g  no r theas t  

37. 800 South T h i r d  S t r e e t  
camera f a c i n g  southeast  

38. 823-29 South Second S t r e e t  
camera f a c i n g  nor thwest  

51. 114-20 G r a t i o t  
caniera f a c i n g  sou theas t 

52. 100-110 Gra t i o t / 803  S.  F i r s t  (Main) 
camera f a c i n g  southwest 

39. 222-28 Lombard 
camera f a c i n g  southeast  

40. 905 South Second S t r e e t  
camera f a c i  ng southwest 

53. 825 South F i r s t  (Main) 
camera f a c i  ng nor thwest  

41. 205-09 Chouteau 
camera f a c i n g  nor thwest  

54a. 764 South Second/ 125 G r a t i o t  
camera f a c i n g  nor theas t  

42. 219-21 Chouteau 
camera f a c i n g  nor thwest  

54b. 122-30 Cedar 
camera f a c i n g  southeast  

43. 200-02 Chouteau 
camera f a c i n g  southwest 

54c. 108-20 Cedar 
camera f a c i n g  south 

44a. 146 Chouteau/1000-12 S. Second S t  
camera f a c i  ng southeast  

54d. 104 Cedar 
camera f a c i  ng sou theas t 

44b. 100-126 Chouteau 
camera f a c i n g  southeast  

54e. 100-02 Cedar (behind e l  evated t racks  ) 
camera f a c i  ng southwest 

44c. 100 Chouteau 
camera f a c i n g  southwest 

54f .  101-11 Gra t i c l t  
camera f a c i n g  nor thwest  

45a. 137-45 Chouteau 
camera f a c i n g  no r theas t  

55a & b, same photo camera f a c i n g  n.w. 
731 South F i r s t  (Main) ( l e f t )  
721-29 South F i r s t  (Main) ( r i g h t )  

45b. 916-18 South Second S t r e e t  
camera f a c i  ng sou theas t 56a & b, same photo camera f a c i n g  S.W.  

717-19 South F i r s t  (Main) ( l e f t )  
711-15 South F i r s t  (Main) ( r i g h t )  46. 900 South Second S t r e e t  

camera f a c i n g  southeast  
57. 1151 South Wharf / l -15 Convent 

camera f a c i n g  nor thwest  47. 912-16 R i s l e y  ( l e f t )  
camera f a c i n g  no r theas t  

48. 119-21 Chouteau ( l e f t )  
camera f a c i  ng no r theas t  

49a. 109-17 Chouteau ( 1  e f t )  
camera f a c i n g  nor thwest  
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