


DESCRIPTION



SIGNIFICANCE



^f MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES







FHR-8-300A 
(11/78)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE











UMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES



FHR-8-300A 
(11/78)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE









#
3
9
7
 

C
A
R
R
O
L
L
 
C
O
U
N
T
Y
 
S
H
E
R
I
F
F
'
S
 
Q
U
A
R
T
E
R
S
 
A
N
D
 
J
A
I
L

C
O
U
N
T
Y
:
 

Carrol! 

L
O
C
A
T
I
O
N
:
 

Carrol 1 ton

O
W
N
E
R
:
 

C
a
r
r
o
l
!
 
C
o
u
n
t
y

A
D
D
R
E
S
S
:
 

Carrol 1 
C
o
u
n
t
y
 
C
o
u
r
t
h
o
u
s
e

Courthouse 
Square

C
a
r
r
o
l
l
t
o
n
,
 
Mo. 

D
A
T
E
 
A
P
P
R
O
V
E
D
 
BY 

A.C.: 
J
u
l
y
 
20, 

1
9
7
9

D
A
T
E
 
S
E
N
T
 
TO 

D.C.: 
A
u
g
u
s
t
 
16, 

1
9
7
9

D
A
T
E
 
OF 

REC. 
IN 

D.C.: 
A
u
g
u
s
t
 
20, 

1
9
7
9

D
A
T
E
 
P
L
A
C
E
D
 
ON 

N
A
T
I
O
N
A
L
 
R
E
G
I
S
T
E
R
:
 

O
c
t
o
b
e
r
 
11, 

1
9
7
9

D
A
T
E
 
C
E
R
T
I
F
I
C
A
T
E
 
A
W
A
R
D
E
D
 

^
-
f
'
-
^
.
^
c
L
 
J
i
-
^
9
 
V-? 

(AND 
P
R
E
S
E
N
T
O
R
)
:

DATE 
FILE 

R
E
V
I
E
W
E
D
:



The 
Carroll 

County 
Sheriff's 

Quarters 
and 

Jail, 
in 

Carrollton, 
Missouri 

is 
significant 

because 
its 

north 
wing 

provides 
an 

outstanding 
local 

example 
of 

a 
Neoclassical 

Revival 
brick 

I 
house 

with 
Italianate 

embellishment. 
In 

addition, 
as 

the 
home 

of 
Carrol! 

County's 
law 

enforcement 
officers, 

and 
in 

particular 
of 

Sheriff 
George 

E. 
Stanley 

(1895-1896), 
this 

building 
is 

intimately 
connected 

with 
the 

saga 
of 

the 
Taylor 

brothers, 
who, 

along 
with 

the 
Younger 

Brothers 
and 

the 
James 

and 
Dalton 

Gangs, 
formed 

an 
infamous 

chapter 
in 

the 
history 

of 
Missouri 

and 
the 

American 
West. 

William 
and 

George 
Taylor 

were 
prominent 

citizens 
of 

north 
Missouri 

but 
both 

were 
implicated 

in 
crimes 

ranging 
from 

embezzlement 
to 

murder 
early 

in 
their 

careers. 
The 

affairs 
were 

covered 
up, 

how 
ever 

through 
the 

force 
of 

their 
considerable 

influence 
and 

reputation. 
Later, 

George 
Meeks, 

an 
ex-convict, 

threatened 
to 

expose 
the 

Taylors' 
horse 

rustling 
activities. 

The 
brothers 

axed 
not 

only 
Meeks, 

but 
his 

wife 
and 

three 
small 

daughters 
as 

well 
and 

buried 
them 

in 
a 

shallow 
grave 

beneath 
a 

straw 
stack 

which 
they 

subsequently 
set 

afire. 
One 

of 
the 

daughters, 
however 

miraculously 
survived 

to 
tell 

her 
story 

at 
the 

Taylors' 
trial. 

The 
brothers 

were 
brought 

to 
trial 

in 
Carrollton 

and 
sentenced 

to 
be 

hanged 
there 

on 
April 

30, 
1896. 

Immediately 
after 

the 
trial, 

the 
Taylors 

attempted 
to 

escape 
from 

the 
Carroll 

County 
Jail, 

the 
old 

south 
wing 

of 
the 

complex 
under 

discussion, 
where 

they 
were 

encarcerated, 
with 

the 
help 

of 
insiders 

who 
provided 

them with 
hacksaws 

and 
rope. 

William 
was 

quickly 
recaptured 

and 
was 

hanged 
on 

schedule 
in 

the 
yard 

west 
of 

the 
sheriff's 

quarters. 
He 

remains 
the 

only 
man 

ever 
officially 

to 
be 

put 
to 

death 
in 

Carroll 
County. 

George 
escaped 

and 
was 

never 
recaptured. 

[S.K. 
Turner, 

S.A. 
Clark, 

Twentieth 
Century 

History 
of 

Carroll 
County. 

Missouri 
(Indianapolis: 

B.F. 
Bowen 

and 
Co., 

1911), 
pp. 

440-446, 
data 

exerpted 
from 

draft 
National 

Register 
Inventory-Nomination 

Form 
completed 

by 
Mr. 

Harold 
Calvert, 

May 
8, 

1978].
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