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1. Name of Property

historic name Broadway and North Fountain Street Historic District

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 320400 Broadway and 221 North Fountain Street______________[ N/A ] not for publication

city or town Cape Girardeau _____________________________________[ N/A ] vicinity

state Missouri___ code MO county Cape Girardeau code 031 zip code 63701______

3. State/Federal Agency Certification ~~~

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination 
LJ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
[XJ meets LJ does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
LJ nationally LJ statewide [X] locally. (LJ see continuation sheet for additional comments).

Signature of certifying official/Title Mark A. Miles/Deputy SHPO Date

Missouri Department of Natural Resources 
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property LJ meets (J does not meet the National Register criteria. (LJ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title 0ate 

State or Federal agency and bureau _______

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 
fj entered in the National Register.

LJ See continuation sheet ____________________________________ 
(J determined eligible for the National Register.

LJ See continuation sheet _____________________________________ 
LJ determined not eligible for the National Register. 
[J removed from the National Register. _____________________________________
LJ other, (explain:)



Broadway and North Fountain Street Historic District 

Name of Property
CapeGiadeauCoLrtv. 
County and State

Pages

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

[ X ] A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

LJ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past

LJ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

LJ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mart- "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

LJ A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

LJ B removed from its original location.

LJ C a birthplace or grave.

LJ D a cemetery.

LJ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

LJ F a commemorative property.

LJ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE

Period of Significance
1907-1953_______

Significant Dates

N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Manske. Walter P./BartJinq. George F (Marquette Hotel)

Bamett. Havnes & Bamett (Himmelberqer & Harrison Building)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography
(Cte the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fern on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
LJ preliminary determination of individual listing

(36 CFR 67) has been requested 
M previously listed in the National Register 
LJ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register

H designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
#

LJ recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ______________

State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government 

.University 
X Other 
tfame of repository: Resource Institute
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Summary

The Broadway and North Fountain Street Historic District is located along 
Broadway, a major thoroughfare connecting the western portion of Cape Girardeau 
to the city's downtown, located just east of the Mississippi River. All along 
Broadway are professional office buildings, commercial shops and restaurants. 
This small district is located at the intersection of North Fountain Street and 
Broadway, two blocks east of the Cape Girardeau Commercial Historic District 
(listed July 20, 2000) and also just north of the Federal Building for Cape 
Girardeau. The Broadway and North Fountain Street Historic District includes 
two of only nine remaining Spanish Colonial Revival style commercial buildings 
in the city of Cape Girardeau. It consists of five commercial properties, one 
of which is already listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
(Marquette Hotel, listed April 11, 2002). In addition to the listed resource, 
the district contains three contributing buildings and one noncontributing 
building, all constructed between 1907 and 1937. The contributing buildings 
include the following properties: Surety Savings and Loan Association, 320 
Broadway, built ca. 1924; Himmelberger & Harrison Building, 400 Broadway, built 
in 1907; and Rueseler Motor Company, 221 North Fountain Street, built ca. 1916 
and altered in 1937. The K-103 Radio Station, 324 Broadway, rebuilt ca. 1961, 
is the noncontributing property. The Broadway and North Fountain Street 
Historic District correlates to Cape Girardeau's multiple property submission, 
Historic and Architectural Resources of Cape Girardeau, Missouri MPS: 19 th and 
Early 20 th Century Commercial Buildings, ca. 1850-1950, as it includes buildings 
that housed traditional businesses which contributed to the commercial history 
of the city: a savings and loan association, a prominent hotel, a professional 
office building and its parking garage/automotive dealership. Together, these 
businesses helped establish Cape Girardeau as Missouri's southeast commercial 
center. A map of the district is included as Continuation Sheet 4. Sanborn 
fire insurance maps are included as Continuation Sheets 5 and 6.

Common architectural styles in downtown Cape Girardeau include Italianate, 
Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival and "Brick 
Front. "' The styles reflected in the buildings of the Broadway and North 
Fountain Street Historic District are those of Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival 
and "Brick Front." Major alterations to the buildings occurred within the 
district's period of significance and include the expansion of the Rueseler 
Motor Company to its current size and the covering of the original windows on 
both floors with wood paneling (although the window openings and fenestration 
remain), the removal of one of the Himmelberger & Harrison Building's strongest 
defining elements, its balustraded cornice, and the elimination of two 
entrances. In addition, the Surety Savings and Loan Association now has two 
satellite dishes and two antenna towers on the roof. Despite other minor 
alterations that may have occurred during or after the period of significance, 
the historical integrity of the district's commercial character and significance 
is maintained. Further discussion of integrity issues will be addressed in the 
individual property descriptions.

- Philip Thomason, "Historic and Architectural Resources of Cape Girardeau Missouri " 
Matxonal Register ot Historic Places Multiple Property SubmissLn (lisS June 12 2000,
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frames and half-lite doors." The building's major alterations, during 
the period of significance, were the removal of the massive balustrated 
cornice, a defining element for the building, and the elimination of two 
entrances. While these alterations diminish the building's 
architectural significance, they do not significantly detract from the 
historical significance of the building's association to local commerce. 
CONTRIBUTING

5. 221 North Fountain Street - The northern third of this "Brick Front" 
building was constructed in 1916 for use as a parking garage for 
employees of the Himmelberger & Harrison Building. According to Cape 
Girardeau's multiple property submission, "the vernacular form of Brick 
Front architecture refers to buildings constructed from ca. 1910 to ca. 
1940 that were built with traditional storefronts and upper facades 
displaying rectangular windows, corbelled brick cornices, and decorative 
brick panels." Rueseler Motor Company began operating its automotive 
sales business out of the building in 1927, and a surface lot between 
the Rueseler Motor Company and the Himmelberger & Harrison Building 
provided parking. The addition of the southern two-thirds of the 
building was completed in 1937 when the success of the Rueseler Motor 
Company required expansion. Alterations in 1937 include the renovation 
of the facade to give the appearance of one continuous building. 
Minimal changes to the upper facade of the building include original 
windows which have been covered by wood panels; however, the original 
windows do remain intact underneath. A comparison of a current 
photograph to a photograph taken in 1937 (included as Continuation Sheet 
7) at the grand opening of the newly expanded showroom indicates that 
historic integrity of the building's local commercial associations as a 
car dealership is maintained. CONTRIBUTING

Winchester 5. 

Thomason F2 .
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The Himmelberger & Harrison Building, a five-story professional office building, 
was constructed at 400 Broadway in 1907 followed by the 1916 construction of its 
parking garage, which would later house the Rueseler Motor Company, at 221 North 
Fountain Street. The Himmelberger & Harrison Building housed offices for 
lawyers, real estate agents and loan officers, as seen in advertisements 
included on Continuation Sheets 11, 12 and 13. This building was a convenient 
locale for lawyers interested in the activities of the Federal Courthouse. 
Since most of the surrounding neighborhood was residential at the time of the 
Himmelberger & Harrison Building's construction, the arrival of automobiles 
presented a parking problem for those working in this conveniently located 
downtown office building. The construction of the building later known as 
Rueseler Motor Company helped alleviate this problem by providing a small 
parking garage for Himmelberger & Harrison Building employees.

In 1924, the Surety Savings and Loan Association, located at 320 Broadway one 
block east of the Himmelberger & Harrison Building and the future Rueseler Motor 
Company, continued the transformation of this primarily residential area into an 
early commercial center. After the 1928 construction of the Cape Girardeau 
Bridge across the Mississippi River that established a direct roadway to and 
from Illinois, commercial activity in Cape Girardeau, and more specifically the 
Broadway and North Fountain Street area, greatly increased. The bridge enticed 
developers to extend the concentration of businesses and activity from Main and 
Water Streets outward toward the Broadway and North Fountain Street intersection 
and beyond. Additional commercial growth from the waterfront to include this 
district's three-acre area and a few blocks further west increased the overall 
size of the downtown area and was evidence of Cape Girardeau's growing 
importance and popularity as a city. 9

The 1928 completion of the Marquette Hotel, the tallest building in the city at 
the time, coincided with the completion of the bridge and supported the city's 
additional commercial activity. Over 8,000 people, roughly half of the city's 
population, were present for the opening of the"hotel, one of the city's most 
prominent landmarks. The Marquette Hotel, located at 338 Broadway, provided a 
social and commercial center for businessmen and local residents alike. The 
Broadway and North Fountain Street area saw many buildings constructed within 
the same timeframe as the bridge and in one of a handful of architectural 
styles. Exceptions include two buildings constructed ca. 1965, the Federal 
Building located directly across Broadway to the south and built in the New 
Formalism style ̂and a small skyscraper located at the eastern end of the 
Broadway block." 1

Rueseler Motor Company began occupying the front of the 221 North Fountain 
Street building in 1927. As shown on a 1931 Sanborn fire insurance map, 
included as Continuation Sheet 5, the Rueseler Motor Company ran an auto sales 
business out of the portion of their building fronting North Fountain Street 
while the Himmelberger & Harrison parking garage continued to occupy the rear 
portion of the building. A ramp, which extended southward toward the

Thomason El4.
10 Thomason E14.
11 Seller and Wells 1.
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Summary

The Broadway and North Fountain Street Historic District is located along 
Broadway, a major thoroughfare connecting the western portion of Cape Girardeau 
to the city's downtown, located just east of the Mississippi River. All along 
Broadway are professional office buildings, commercial shops and restaurants. 
This small district is located at the intersection of North Fountain Street and 
Broadway, two blocks east of the Cape Girardeau Commercial Historic District 
(listed July 20, 2000) and also just north of the Federal Building for Cape 
Girardeau. The Broadway and North Fountain Street Historic District includes 
two of only nine remaining Spanish Colonial Revival style commercial buildings 
in the city of Cape Girardeau. It consists of five commercial properties, one 
of which is already listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
(Marquette Hotel, listed April 11, 2002). In addition to the listed resource, 
the district contains three contributing buildings and one noncontributing 
building, all constructed between 1907 and 1937. The contributing buildings 
include the following properties: Surety Savings and Loan Association, 320 
Broadway, built ca. 1924; Himmelberger & Harrison Building, 400 Broadway, built 
in 1907; and Rueseler Motor Company, 221 North Fountain Street, built ca. 1916 
and altered in 1937. The K-103 Radio Station, 324 Broadway, rebuilt ca. 1961, 
is the noncontributing property. The Broadway and North Fountain Street 
Historic District correlates to Cape Girardeau's multiple property submission, 
Historic and Architectural Resources of Cape Girardeau, Missouri MPS: 19 th and 
Early 20 c;"' Century Commercial Buildings, ca. 1850-1950, as it includes buildings 
that housed traditional businesses which contributed to the commercial history 
of the city: a savings and loan association, a prominent hotel, a professional 
office building and its parking garage/automotive dealership. Together, these 
businesses helped establish Cape Girardeau as Missouri's southeast commercial 
center. A map of the district is included as Continuation Sheet 4. Sanborn 
fire insurance maps are included as Continuation Sheets 5 and 6.

Common architectural styles in downtown Cape Girardeau include Italianate, 
Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival and "Brick 
Front.'" The styles reflected in the buildings of the Broadway and North 
Fountain Street Historic District are those of Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival 
and "Brick Front." Major alterations to the buildings occurred within the 
district's period of significance and include the expansion of the Rueseler 
Motor Company to its current size and the covering of the original windows on 
both floors with wood paneling (although the window openings and fenestration 
remain), the removal of one of the Himmelberger & Harrison Building's strongest 
defining elements, its balustraded cornice, and the elimination of two 
entrances. In addition, the Surety Savings and Loan Association now has two 
satellite dishes and two antenna towers on the roof. Despite other minor 
alterations that may have occurred during or after the period of significance, 
the historical integrity of the district's commercial character and significance 
is maintained. Further discussion of integrity issues will be addressed in the 
individual property descriptions.

Philip Thomason, "Historic and Architectural Resources of Cape Girardeau, Missouri," 
National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission (listed June 12, 2000)
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frames and half-lite doors. 4 The building's major alterations, during 
the period of significance, were the removal of the massive balustrated 
cornice, a defining element for the building, and the elimination of two 
entrances. While these alterations diminish the building's 
architectural significance, they do not significantly detract from the 
historical significance of the building's association to local commerce. 
CONTRIBUTING

5. 221 North Fountain Street - The northern third of this "Brick Front" 
building was constructed in 1916 for use as a parking garage for 
employees of the Himmelberger & Harrison Building. According to Cape 
Girardeau's multiple property submission, "the vernacular form of Brick 
Front architecture refers to buildings constructed from ca. 1910 to ca. 
1940 that were built with traditional storefronts and upper facades 
displaying rectangular windows, corbelled brick cornices, and decorative 
brick panels." 3 Rueseler Motor Company began operating its automotive 
sales business out of the building in 1927, and a surface lot between 
the Rueseler Motor Company and the Himmelberger & Harrison Building 
provided parking. The addition of the southern two-thirds of the 
building was completed in 1937 when the success of the Rueseler Motor 
Company required expansion. Alterations in 1937 include the renovation 
of the fagade to give the appearance of one continuous building. 
Minimal changes to the upper fagade of the building include original 
windows which have been covered by wood panels; however, the original 
windows do remain intact underneath. A comparison of 
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