
6. Function or Use

Historic Function (enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION/road-related

Current Function (enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION/road-related

7. Description

Architectural Classification (enter categories from instructions) 

OTHER /riveted Warren cantilevered through truss

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation N/A

walls N/A
roof N/A
other N/A

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Located on the east edge of Brownville, the Brownville Bridge spans the Missouri River on the 
Nebraska - Missouri state line. Other than maintenance-related repairs, the bridge remains essentially 
unaltered as it continues to carry vehicular traffic. The Brownville Bridge today retains a high degree 
of integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. A description 
of the structure follows:

span number: 2
span length: 420.0'
total length: 1904.0'
roadway wdt.: 22.5'

construction date: 1939
construction cost: $708,878.54
current condition: good
alterations: none

superstructure: steel, rigid-connected Warren cantilever through truss
substructure: concrete abutments with concrete backwalls and sloped wingwalls; concrete piers
floor/decking: concrete deck over I-beam stringers
other features: upper chord: 2 channels with cover plate and ventilated bottom plate; lower chord: 2 

channels with cover plate and ventilated bottom plate; vertical: wide flange; diagonal: 
2 ventilated channels with continuous plate; portal and overhead bracing: I-beam; top 
lateral: cross-braced I-beam; bottom lateral: cross-braced back-to-back angle-sections.

See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

statewide
Applicable National Register Criteria C
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) N/A
Areas of Significance Engineering
Period of Significance 1939 (The period of significance is derived from the original construc 

tion date.)
Significant Dates 1939

Cultural Affiliation N/A
Significant Person N/A

Architect/Builder (Designer) Ash, Howard, Needles and Tammen, Kansas City MO 
(Fabricator) Bethlehem Steel Company, Pittsburgh PA
(Builder) Ash, Howard, Needles and Tammen (supervisor); Bethlehem Steel 

Company (superstructure); C.F. Lytle Company (substructure); C.H. 
Atkinson Paving Company (embankments)

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations and areas of significance noted above.

The Atchison County (Missouri) Board of Supervisors appears to have initiated the planning for this 
bridge over the Missouri River, securing the prestigious firm of Ash, Howard, Needles and Tammen 
(AHNT) for design construction supervision. AHNT modeled the new structure on another two-span, 
continuous truss bridge they had built over the Missouri River at South Omaha in 1934-35, changing 
details and construction methods of the previous design to improve aesthetics and reduce cost. 
Whereas, according to one engineer, a "hodgepodge of deck trusses, girder spans and trestles" were 
used for the South Omaha approach spans, AHNT used only continuous deck girder approaches for 
the Brownville Bridge. Construction on the structure began early in 1939, with the Bethlehem Steel 
Company fabricating and erecting the superstructure, the C.F. Lytle Company building the substructure, 
and the C.H. Atkinson Paving Company completing the earth embankments. The bridge was completed 
by October 1939. Total project cost: $708,878.54. The Missouri Highway Commission provided 
$50,000, and the Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works provided a grant of $311,580. 
Atchison County issued bonds for the balance of the costs, and operated the bridge as a toll crossing 
to repay its bondholders and cover maintenance expenses. In 1945 the Nebraska Department of.: Roads 
and Irrigation reported that the bridge was in "excellent" condition, although the concrete in the piers 
was cracking and in need of immediate repair. These repairs were apparently never made. Now a 
toll-free crossing, the Brownville Bridge is technologically significant for its long-span cantilevered truss 
design and innovative construction.

For further contextual information regarding bridge building in Nebraska, registration requirements, 
and property types, see related multiple property listing "Highway Bridges in Nebraska, 1870 - 1942."

See continuation sheet
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